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PREFACE. 
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1 HE author of the following pages, while relinquishing 
diem for the press, felt a thousand hesitations whether or not 
to commit himself so far to the mercy of the world, as to sub- 
mit a simple familiar correspondence to its eyes. 

He had engaged to accompany the drawings* in this work 
with some explanations, and a general sketch of the manners 
and customs of the people who form their subjects. There 
was matter in these letters to furnish what was required; but 
the peculiar circumstances of the writer on his return to Eng- 
land, finding the friend to whom they had been addressed dying, 
would not allow him leisure nor spirits to throw them into any 
other shape. Hence the work appears with every imperfection; 
and three immovable ones, he fears, are prominent: continual 
egodsm, an appearance of ostentation, and perhaps a too un- 
fcserved disclosure of his own situation and feelings. 

To such charges, the fact must reply— * As these pages were 
originally written in the free intercourse of confidence, the 
writer naturally mentioned himself as g9ing hither or thither, 
or being engaged in such and such scenes. He also did not 
hesitate to acknowledge the kindnesses he received from per- 
sons of all ranks; and so, perhaps, by giving way to gratitude, 



* The American publishers of these travels omit the drawings referred to, 
because the time and expense necessary to procure them would greatly ex- 
ceed the limiu required; and because they are not an ptditpcnMobU^ though 
eiegaat appendage to the work. 
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he may incur the suspicion of vanity. For allowing his heart 
to be so frequently seen, he can only repeat the same apology: 
he wrote to a friend! to one who had shared his thoughts for 
many years; to one whose merits were, like his misfortunes, 
infinite; and whose youth has sunk blighted to the grave. Cap- 
tain Henry Caulfield was this friend: and thus to mention him, 
is, alas! a poor tribute of respect which affection dictates, and 
sorrow renders sacred. 

On looking over these pages, the writer found the domestic 
sentiments so interwoven with the general subjects, that he 
could not separate them without recomposing the whole* This 
he had not time to do: and as he has by the peculiarities of his 
fisite, been already so brought before the eye of the puUic that 
his history is not only well known, but his feelings more than 
guessed at, he thought it best to submit himself at once to its 
indulgence, and let the letters go forth even in their original 
simplicity. 

Hence, it is not the studied work of an author bringing 
forward de^p researches, valuable discoveries, and consequen- 
tial observations, that is now laid before the public, but the 
fiimiliar correspondence of a friend, noticing the manners of the 
people with whom he associates, their fashions, their amuse- 
ments, the sentiments of the day;' and mingling with these a 
few occurrences happening to himself, and the reflections to 
which they give rise. 

Such then is this work, merely Travelling Sketches: as 
sketches, he trusts a candid public will consider them; and 
not pretending to have done more, he hopes his readers will 
judge him by his pretensions, and not withhold the indulgence 
he requires. 

ROBERT KER PORTER. 

London, March, 1809. 
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LETTER I. 

St PetenVurgli, September. 180S. 
XT P£A]t FRIEND, 

As your '* mind's eye" has ever followed mc in aU my travels, 
vhether through the forests of Germany or the gardens of 
Fnace, io these more distant regions I shall still wish for the 
sme compaiuon; and feel each pleasure doubled, when I think 
thflHtn idea you accompany me, and enjoy, as myself, the in- 
terestiBg varieties of this vast empire* I am now safely arrived 
at the imperial residence of Russia. But as the road to it was 
■Dtcpiite 8o ^* flat and unprofitable" as most of the ways in this 
woild, I must lead you through the Sound before I present you 
St St. PetefBbttrgh. 

On the 2dth of August, 1805, 1 embarke4 on board the Al- 
geria bound to Cronstadt* The wind setting fair, I bade a 
Aon adieu to my country and all in it that I held dear; 
a foreign land was before me, fraught with ten thousand ob* 
jccts to mterest the mind; and forgetting the pains of parting 
in the joys of expected return, I surrendered all my thoughts 
ID die happy future. The weather continuing favourable, not 
flumy days elapsed before I saw the shores of Old England 
gradoany disappear, and those of Denmark rise along the 
Inrizoa. The next morning we cast anchor at Elsineur. 

Tou may be well assured that my impatience to get on shore 
vas much increased by the meditations which occupied me as 
At ship drew near a city which had been immortalized by the 

A 
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pen of our matchless Shakspeare. The lapse of ages and the 
fables of the pbet, were all lost in the reality of his painting: 
the moment of his scene seemed present with me; and eagmr 
to traverse eVery part of this consecrated ground, I had alrea* 
dv followed Hamlet every where. I had measured the deep 
shadows of the platform, encountered the^ gray ghost of the 
Royal Dane, had killed Polonius in the Queen's closet, and 
drowned poor Ophelia in the willowed stream ! With my fancy 
thus raised I stepped into a boat, and soon readied the pier- 
head of this memorable and once regal city. But ^^ what a falling 
oiF was there !" Wapping possesses the splend<Mr of ancient 
Rome, when compared with the modem aspoct of Elsineur* 
Judge then how soon my eye and mind were called back to the 
narrow footpaths of dull matter-o'-faot; but you cannot judge, 
for you cannot imagine, how much more rapidly I was made 
to forget the sweet-scented flowers of the ^^ pretty Ophelia," 
in the haui gouts which now assailed my senses* The weather 
being hot, various eiBuvia and exhalations. sported about so 
piestiferously, that it was impossible to proceed without the 
shield of a handkerchief to the nose, if you wished to prevent 
actuied sickness: which accident, by the by, would be consider- 
ed of little consequence; as small ceremony is used here, either 
as to time, place, or opportunity, in making every addition to 
this Augean repository. The inunortal scavenger of Elis 
would ceruinly be at his labour now had he begun at Elsineur: 
I found it a sufficiently Herculean toil to wade through this 
wilderness of filth* In vain I sought for decayed battlements 
and mouldering towers; not a single vestige presented itadf 
that bore the smallest trace of this town ever having been hal- 
lowed by the mausoleum of an Ophelia, or proudly decorated 
with the stately walk of a royal palace. However, as Balbeck, 
for want of propor investigation, lay hidden many centuries in 
the desert; so might all I wished to see, be yet lurking in some 
unexplored spot: my ignorance might be my only impedimeiit* 
To get rid of this, I looked about for an informer; and exert- 
ing the key to such knowledge, soon found, a due to the laby» 
rinth; which led me to a place, a mile from the town, thAt 
bears the name of Harnkt^s Garden* 
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I entered a gateway which opened to a walk well shaded 
with lofty trees. Striking into this avenue, I momentarily ex- 
pected to be gratified by the appearapce of venerable and mag* 
ittiicent ruins. Ruins did appear; but alas, it was a Satyr to 
Hifperion! a modem wretched building, even in youth tum- 
bling to decay ! It was easily to be discerned that the fabric and 
die gardens were of the «ame date; and retained no relic of 
ancient interest, excepting the tradition, which affirms that to 
be the spot where once stood the Danish palace; and where 
was enacted that tragedy, which has been so gloriously im- 
VMMtdizedby the genius of our great dramatic bard. Admit- 
tng diis tradition to be &ct, the mind then looks through 
what is, to what wiis, and once more ennobles the scene. In 
tUs temper then, I shall describe its degenerated aspect; and 
die natural beauties of its situation, which, being sumped by 
Ae Creator himself, neither time nor depraved taste has had 
power to alter. 

The present edifice is erected on the brow of a gently rising 
h31; die summit of which is gained by means of a winding 
walk cut through a small shrubbery. Not being more enter- 
tained with tlie near than the distant view of this sorry repre- 
acmative of the royal Hamlet's abode, I turned to the sur- 
TOimding prospect. The town of Elstneur on the plain beiieath, 
ptcaents itself Ul-built, red, and without any public building, or 
sfure, to vary its sameness. Far to the left of the city stands 
tbe castle of Kronenberg, a bold and fine feature. The waves 
of the Cattegut roll at its feet; and are bounded on the oppo- 
rite side, by the Swedish coast. Four hundred sail of mer- 
chant sbipa were lying there at anchor, which added greatly to 
die intereat of the picture. I made a sketch on the spot, to 
which I refer you; and as I go cm with my description you can 
Ukm me widi your eye. 

The small viDage on the distant diore is Elsenberg; where 
the king of Sweden is now personally inspecting some new 
coal-works, which are likely to reward his pains. When you 
look on the^rtyess of Kronenberg, you will perceive how 
proudly it is situated. The form of the building, with its spires 
and mhumrels, is nol^ picturesque: the falnic is of gray stone; 
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add its ionumerable windows, varied towers, and otker archi- 
tectural ornaments, make it a striking and beautiful contrast M 
the dull uniformity of the town. This castle being intended as 
a protection to the Sound, and to command its entrance, is well 
fortified on all sides; and has a very respecuUe provision of 
cannon towards the water. When lord Nelson passed die- 
Sound, upwards of three hundred pieces of dttillery open^ 
upon him from this part of the works; but they failed of effect, 
as every ball fell short of themark. 

Since that period the inside of Ais edifice has been closed 
to the eyes of strangers* However, I was told that there was 
litde reason to lament the jn-ohibition, as it contains nothiag 
worthy notice, save a pair of ebony doors and a few old por- 
traits. Not being able to gain any information respecting the 
age of the fortress, I venture to guess it at about three hundred 
years. Probably, as the situation is so commanding, on this 
very spot once stood the stately turrets of Hamlet the Dane. 
It seems better suited to a regal abode, than the poor Uttle hill 
now recorded as having been its site. 

Considering myself now in the very haunts of Shakspeare'a 
northern hero, I must linger a little longer to inform you of a 
few interesting circumstances relating to him, which I have 
gathered at the fountain-head; from the very source whence 
our poet inust have drawn the incidents of his tragedy. I mean 
^ the annals* of Denmark, written by Saxo Grammaticus in the 
twelfth century. The work is in Latin; and as you may not 
have met with it, I will finish my account of Hamlet's Garden 
with a short abstract from that prince's history. It will be curi- 
ous to compare the dialogues 'of the original, with their coun- 
terpart in the play. 

Florwendillus, king of Jutland, married Gerutfara ol- Ger- 
trude, the only daughter of Ruric king of Denmark. The pro- 
duce of this union was a son called Amlettus. When he grew 
. towards manhood, his spirit and extraordinary dbilitsesexcited 
the enry and hatred of his unde, who, before the birdi of Am- 
lettus, was regarded as presumptive heir to the crown. Fengo, 
which was the name of this haughty prince, conceived a pas- 
sion for his sister-in-law the queen; and meeting widi recipro- 
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cat feelings, they 86on arranged a plan;* which putting into 
execution, he ascended the throne of his brother and espoused 
the widowed princess. Amlettus (or Hamlet) suspecting that 
luB lather had died by the hand, or the devices of his uncle, 
determined to be revenged. But perceiving the jealousy with 
which the usurper eyed his*superior talents; and the better to 
conceal his hatred and intentions, he affected a gradual de- 
nmgement of reason; and at last acted all the extravagancies of 
an absolute madman. Fengo's guilt induced him to doubt the 
reality of a malady so favourable to his security; and suspicious 
of some direful project being hidden beneath assumed insanity, 
be tried by different stratagems to penetrate the truth. One of 
diese was to draw him into a confidential interview with a 
yoimg damsel who had been the companion of his infancy; 
but Hamlet's sagacity, and the timely caution of hi^ intimate 
Mend, frustrated this design. In these two persons we may 
lecognise the Ophelia and Horatio of Shakspeare. A second 
plot was attended with equal want of success. It was concert- 
ed by Pengo that the queen shouldtake her son to task in a 
pimte conversation; vainly flattering hhnself that the prince 
would not conceal his true state from the pleadings of a mother. 
Sinktpeare has adopted every part of this scene; not only the 
ptedse situation and circumstances, but the sentiments, and 
sometimes the very words themselves* The queen's apartment 
was the appoiftted place of ccmference; where the king, to se- 
cure certaun testimony, had previously ordered one of his cour- 
tieiB to cottceal himself under a heap of straw: so says the his- 
torian; and though Shakspeare, in unison with the refinement 
of more modem times, changes that rustic covering for the 
isjral tapestry, yet it was even as Saxo Grammaticus relates. 
Ia those prmitive ages, straw, hay, or rushes, strewed on the 
floor, were the usual carpets in the chambers of the great. One 
of ear Henrys, in making a progress to the north of England, 
previously sent forward a courier to order clean straw at every 
bouse where be was to take his lodging. But to return to my 
iubject. 

The prince, suspecting there might be a concealed listener, 
md that it was the king, pursued his Wild and frantic act3f 
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hoping that by some lucky chance he might discover his hiding- 
place. Watchful of all that passed in the room, as he dashed 
from side to side he descried a litde movement of the unea- 
sy courtier's covering. Suddenly Hamlet sprung on his feet, 
began to crow like a cock, and flapping his arms against his 
sides, leaped upon the straw ; feeling something human under 
him, he snatched out his sword and thrust it through the un- 
fortunate lord. The barbarism of the times is most shockingly 
displayed in the brutal manner with which he treats the dead 
body; but for the honour of the Danish prince, we must sup* 
pose that it was not a merely wanton act, but done the more 
decidedly to convince the king, when the strange situation of 
the corpse was seen, how absolutely he must be divested of 
' reason. Being assured he was now alone with his mother, ia 
a most awful manner he turns upon her and avows his mad- 
ness to be assumed; he reproaches her with her wicked deeds 
and incestuous marriage; and threatens a mighty vengeance 
upon the instigator of her crime. I have the more particularly 
translated part of this speech,* as it will show you, in its ori* 
g^nal state, the rough diamond which Shakspeare has poU^hed 
' to so transcendant a brightness. 

" Hear me, most polluted woman! Thou who art loathsome 
from thy crimes and thy hypocrisy; whose very breath is im- 
pregnated with the falsehood of thine heart! Thou, who only 
seemest to lament one, who claims and deserves thy truest 
tears! — Shame! — By what a course of folly hast thou become 
a common whore! Lasciviously and unlawfully holding in thy 
detestable soul, conditions with thy husband's murderer-— em- 
bracing in incest this bosom fiend — and staining with him', the 
sacred bed of that king — ^whose son will avenge his blood; and 
destroy all the obscene allurements to thy execrable adultery, 
in the object of thy brutal passion. — Granted, thou mare-mated^ 
that thy victory is gained; that thou art now linked to the sua 
of thy lechery — ^nature of brutes! — and like them ye lose no mo- 
ments of gratification, impelled but by your beastly wishes.—- 

* The eoaneness of this trtntUtion will ht pardoned^ as it is literals other, 
wise than literal, it would be inexpressive of the manners it is intended to 
represents 
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I had forgot-— to one worn out and self-consumed by much 
enjoyment, these examples are excellent; and to a married 
woman's mind, most suiiable.-^Aye, forsooth, it must be pre- 
ferable too, to carry on such warm desires as far as they will 
extend,— -*that she should be a husband's brother's wife!' — And 
to add yet unto its pleasures, she must not stand to gain the 
foul accomplishment, but by the bearing down her wedded 

lord. — ^Thou dam of cruelty! Yes! I have played tKe mad 

man, raved! — With this cloak of willing dulness I have wrap- 
ped about my reason; it is my guard, while I watch to spring 
upon my prey. My soul at every hour calls aloud for a mur- 
dered father's revenge. — The moment is now arrived. — I 
waited the opportunity, and time has now given what I so im- 
patiently desired — though, alas! not in all deserving it!-— 
Dwell not, mother, on the dark and secret causes which actua* 
ted thy son's apparent madness; wail not for my wild rav* 
ings, nor the actions of my insanity: turn thy lamentations on 
thyself; bemoan thine own infamy, and thine own deformed 
heart. — ^Look to thyself !— Deny not thy depravity, and faulti- 
neas; for these, thy sorrow is necessary indeed.-«-Tear such 
foul weeds from thy bosom, mother; and check the furor of 
thy crimes. — ^Thou hast once walked in the light of virtue! call 
back to your remembrance its serenity, its joys: turn to its 
pure flame; and once more let thy son see it beam upon his 
mother's face!" 

I well know how feeble is my unpractised pec in transmit- 
ting the strength of the original : but take it as the shadow of a 
sublime subject; and you will see sufficient to afford you an 
epportunity of judging how much the Hamlet of Saxo Gram- 
maticus, and the Hamlet of Shakspeare thought alike. 

In the historian,. we find that the admonitions of Hamlet 
awakened the conscience of the queen, and recalled her to pe- 
nitence and virtue. The king, observing the change, became 
doubly suspicious of the prince; and baffling some of the preli- 
minary steps he took to vengeance, Hamlet was entrapped by 
him into an embassy to England. He sent along with him two 
cmutierft, who bore private letters to the English monarch, re- 
qae«ting him, as Ae greatest favour he could confer up<m Den^ 
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mark, %o compass, by secret and sure means, the death of the 
prince as soon as he landed. Hamlet, during the voyage, had 
reason to suspect the mission of his companions; and by a 
stratagem obtaining their credentials, he found the treacherous 
mandate: and changing it for x)ne wherein he ordered the ex* 
ecution of the two lords, he quietly proceeded with them to 
the Brj^ish shore. On landing, the papers were delivered; aii(i 
the king, without further parky, obeyed what he believed 
the request of his royal ally: and thus did treason meet the 
punishment due to its crime. It seems that love in those ages 
was very rapid in its effects; a very summer fly, to-day revel- 
ling in sweets, to-morrow numbered with the dust! for the 
daughter of the king being charmed with the person and man* 
ners of the foreign prince, evinced such marks of tenderness^ 
that Hamlet could not but perceive the depth of his conquest* 
He was not insensible to her attractions; and receiving the 
king's assent, in the course of a few days led her to die nuptial 
altar. Fair as the lady might be, love was not sufficient for his 
filial heart; still it remembered his'father's wrcmg, and panted 
for revenge. Amidst all joys, he was like a perturbed ghost 
that could not rest; and before many suns had rose and set, he 
obtained a hard wrung leave from his bride; once more set 
sail and appeared at Elsineur just in time to be a witness of the 
splendid rites which Fengo (supposing him now to be murder- 
ed) had prepared for his funeral. On the proclamation of his 
arrival, he was welcomed with enthusiasm by the people, whose 
idol he was; and who had been overwhelmed with grief, wbea 
Fengo publicly announced to them his sudden death in £ng« 
land. Hie king, inflamed with so ruinous a disappointmem:; 
and becoming doubly jealous of his growing popularity, no^ 
affected no conciliation, but openly manifested his hatred and 
hostility. Hamlet again had recourse to his pretended mad* 
ness; and committed so many alarming acts, that FengOy fear- 
ing their direction, ordered bis sword to be locked in its scab* 
bpd, under a plea of guarding the lunatic from personal harm; 
but the true reason was, he dreaded the point of it himself. 
After various adventures, at last the prince accomplishes the 
death of his uncle's adherents, and vengeance on the fratricide 
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himself) bjr iettiog fire to Ae palace during the debauch of a 
nudntght banquet* Rushing in amidst the flames, he kills Fen- 
go with his own hand, reproaching him at the moment with 
his murder, adultery, and incest* Immediately on this act of 
retribution, he was proclaimed lawful successor to the throne, 
and crowned with aU ^ue solemnity. 

Thus £ir Shakspeare treads in the steps of the annalist: the 
only difference is in the fate of the hero; in the one he finds a 
kingdom, in the other a grave. Saxo Grammaticus carries the 
history furdicr; and after the crowning of Hamlet as ki^g, 
brings him again into Britain; where, in compliment to that 
Imd of beauty, he marries a second wife, the daughter of the 
Scottish king. Polygamy was no crime in those days: and 
where person was usually the sole attraction, it is not won- 
derful that the heart should waiider from fair to fair. The soul 
had then little to do in the attachments between man and wo- 
man; she, uneducated in every thing, but the doctrine of pas* 
live obedience and the instinct of self*preservation, bestowed 
her hand where policy inclined her parents to give it; and loved 
die warrior she espoused, for the valour that afforded her pro- 
tection: be, devoted to arms and to glory, saw in woman only 
the object of dalliance, and the continuer of his race. Such was 
the state of the most endearing band in society, till the promul- 
gMion of that religion which now happily fills the greatest part 
of die globe, taught woman the rank she holds in creation; and 
imparted to man the power she has to bless his days. 

Hamlet brought both his wives to Denmark, and prepared 
tor a hmg life of prosperity and peace. But the svrord hung 
over his head; war burst around him, and he fell in combat by 
the hand of Vigelotea the son of Ruric' Sazo Grammaticus 
suns up his character in a few words. ^^ He was a wise prince 
and a great warrior. Like Achilles he had the principal actions 
of his life wrought on his shield. The daughter of the king of 
Seodand casting her eye on it, loved him for the batdes he had 
won, and became his bride.'' So much for Hamlet. 

In my way from the garden which bears his name, I came 
up with a regiment of Danish soldiers, exercising near the 
casde. They were about a thousand strong; and with five hun- 

B 
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dred artillery, did the duty of the town and citadel. I never sate 
a stouter, and I may add, seldom a more awkward body of men* 
Their clothing was coarse and ill-made; but had it been on the 
well-appointed figure of a well-drilled soldier, I could fancy 
Its looking even elegant. The jacket is scarlet, with sleeves 
and tassels of light blue; long white pantalooned gaiters; a 
round hat bound with white, and turned up on the right side 
with a white feather. A broad belt, to which hangs an unwieldy 
cartridge-box (a fashion prevalent in every country I have seen 
excepting England); another belt round the waist, carries a 
very long bayonet. Their muskets are lighter than those used 
by the French, and differ little in appearance from ours. I can* 
not say any thing very flattering either as to the manual exer- 
cise, manceuvres, &c. or even of the military air of this speci- 
men of Danish soldiery. I learnt that six years is the limited 
time for their constant service: after this period they are set at 
liberty, with no other reserve than being obliged, for two 
months in every year, to attend parade and go through the 
usual duty of a soldier. Their pay is about three pence a day, 
including every thing. Clothing is issued to them once in three 
years; and as they are not very nice disciplinarians, you can 
easily imagine what a Palstaffian array they are in by the time 
their new wardrobe comes round. Being abridged of time, I 
could not examine further into their merits; else, perhaps, we 
might have found ** that within which passeth show!** but, as 
in temporal as well as spiritual matters there is generally an 
outward and visible sign of the inward ability, much cannot be 
augured from the surface of the Danish corps mUitmre^ by your 
obedient servant, tec. 
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LETTER II. 

St. Petersburg, September, 1805. 

ON re-^mbarkmg and leaving Elsineur, the accidental dis.- 
^greeables of that city were soon forgotten in the natural beau- 
ties of the view. The shore, all along the Danish side, presents 
the most lovely stretch of landscape I ever behe}d. Mount 
Edgecumbe is looked upon as the paradise of England : and 
what Mount Edgecumbe is in one spot only, so appears the 
whole of Denmark from Elsineur to Copenhagen. The land is 
high, and imdulating in various romantic and sublime forms. 
Rich woods, broken by park-like openings and verdant pas- 
tores, and interspersed with country-houses and villages for 
an extent of twenty-three miles, form the clothing of these 
beautiful hills. A striking contrast to the black and naked line 
q[ the opposite coast. 

We were too far at sea to discern the capital as distinctly as 
we wished; but by the assistance of a glass I could plainly per- 
ceive its ramparts, and those, floating batteries whose cannon 
bereft England of so many of her gallant sons. Since the action 
with lord Nelson off this city, Denmark has been solicitous to 
increase its strength, by replacing all the works (and adding to 
diem), which were destroyed by the fleet of our great admiral. 

Being on this subject, I will not deny myself the pleasure 
of relating an anecdote of that distinguished hero; the circum- 
stance took place during the battle of the Sound. It at least 
proves that no situation, however dangerous, can disconcert 
the truly brave man, or render him inattentive to those minutiae, 
which being watched by the enemy, betray our weakness, or 
proclaim our power. You must well remember, from the ga<» 
zettes oi that period, and private accounts, how tremendous 
was die engagement, and how dreadful the slaughter. In the 
midst of these horrors, surrounded by the dying and the dead, 
the Britisli admiral ordered an officer, bearing a flag of truce, 
to go on shore with a note to the crown prince. It contained a 
proposal to his royal highness to acquiesce, without furthqi:. 
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delay, in the propositions of the British government; not <mlj 
to put a stop to the present eiFusion of blood on both sides, but 
to save from total destruction Copenhagen and its arsenals, 
* which he would otherwise level with the water. Whilst his 
lordship was writing witj;i all the calmness of a man in his stu- 
dy, he desired colonel Stewart to send some one below for a 
light, that he might seal his despatch. Colonel Stewart obeyed; 
but no one appearing with a candle, when lord Ndsoa had 
nearly con^pleted hi^ letter, he inquired the reason of such ae« 
gleet, and found that the boy who hi^d betn sent foi^'it, was 
killed in his way by a cannon shot. The order was repealed: 
upon which colonel Stewart observed, ^ Why should your 
lordship be so particular 'to use wax? why not a wafer? The 
hurry of battle will be a sufficient apology for the violacion of 
^tiquette." " It is to prove, my friend," replied lord Nekon, 
^^ that we are in no hurry; that this request is not dictated by 
fear, or a wish on our part to stop the carnage from the least 
apprehension of the fate of this day to us, that I am thus par-- 
ticular. Were I to seal my letter with a wafer, it would still 
be wet when it reached the shore; it would speak of haste. 
Wax is not the act of an instant; and it impresses the receiver 
accordingly/' The reasoning of the admiral was duly honoured 
by the result. Hie Danes acceded to his proposal, and a ces* 
sation of hostilities was the consequence. 

Having passed through the Sound, a spot ever n>emorable 
to England, we proceeded up the Baltic; and during our voy- 
age came in view of several fine islands, which gave much 
variety and interest to the scene. 

On the night of the twelfth of September we airived at CroD- 
stadt* Wjs landed next morning, when I was amazii^y struck 
by the extraordinary appearance of almost every individual 
I met. Men with long beared, brown and sun-burnt skins, 
strangely shaped caps, and greasy skin habits of alf possible 
, forms, were mingled with a few dressed in the fashion of our 
nation; and numberless others in the dapper*cut uniforms of 
dieir own military, naval, and civil departments. This widely 
contrasted crowd'meeting my eyes at the moment my ears were 
first saluted with a language I had never before heard, made 
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ihogedier so atrang^ an imtireasioii on my mbd as is not to 
be desoibecL I seemed in a new region; and indeed every 
sense was called forth to wonder and exercise. 

Hie island on which the town is founded, extends nearly five 
£ttglisb miles in length, but no more than one in breadth. Peter 
die Great having fixed on Su Petersburgh as bis residence, 
hmk and fortified this place as a protection to the mouth of the 
river Neva, on which was situated his infant capitaL The 
worfa were oomfdeted after drawings by his own hand, 
which are now to be seen at Cronstadt; and tkey were of such 
streaglfa as to require litde addition by the succeeding Tears. 
The most that has since been done, was to face them with im- 
mense stones from the rocics of Finland, and to crown their 
keigfato widi innumerable pieces of cannon. The well-construe* 
led farts in die gulf, as well as the difficulty of the navigjition, 
fnm ahoals and other impediments, render this place almost 
impregnabte in itsdf ; and make it a certain security to St. 
PeteislMiiigh, against any attack by water. * 

£very ooovenienee that is necessary in a maridme depot, is 
lo be fennd at Cronstadt. Basons, docks, canals, and spacious 
moles, fronted by solid and colossal masses of granite. Hun- 
dreds of vessels from all nations, annually ride with ease and 
safe^ widiin these protections; and in a harbour adjoining, 
which is solely appropriated to the navy, are many fine ships 
of war. The town itself has a very commanding appesu-ance; 
and at the ^firtt glance of die public buildings, you are struck 
with tlmr magnificence. But draw near, and many a wart and 
wrinkle is discovered on this &ir fieice. Parts of even the most 
anperb edifices are falling into ruins; and it is with difficulty 
you am ascend die straggling staircases which lead to the 
offices of those enployed in acts of state, they are so obstructed 
by heaps of rubbish, bricks and mortar. However, as the 
caprices of the late emperor, by palsying improvement, and 
corrupting what was already done, threw the whole empire 
into disofxier and decay; so the virtues of his' son (who like a 
prcmding genius has his eye over all) wtU soon restore Cron- 
stadt to die faultless magnificence it formeriy boasted. 

Ikoing my rimrt stay at this port, I received many kiAdnes* 
Ks from the governor, admind Hennacoffi The merits of that 
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excellent man command my esteem, as much as his attenticmf 
do my gratitude. I must acquaint you with one trait in his 
character; and then I am sure you will revere him as I do. 
When the emperor Paul, in one of his frantic moods, ordered 
the English residents at Cronstadt to be sent, during the seve* 
rities of a very inclement winter, many thousand versts up the 
country, admiral Hennacoff threw himself between the rigor 
of the emperor's commands and these unfortunate men. In- 
deed he treated them with so much humanity and unexam]:ded 
generous providence, that Words are too weak to express lus 
goodness and their sense of obligation. And all this was un- 
dertaken at the risk of his own fortunes; perhaps, of his life! 
How grateful is such a view of human nature! How does it 
prove the pure feelings of a good man, who prefers incurring 
the chance of ruin, before giving up the godlike joy of dispen- 
sing comfort and protection amongst hundreds of desolated 
strangers lawlessly sentenced to banishment; and too probably- 
to death 1 When tranquillity became once more established be* 
tween the two countries, the Russian company, much to their 
honour, presented the noble admiral with a piece of plate, con* 
taining an inscription worthy of his virtues.. 

Having bidden adieu to this benevolent man, and arranged 
every thing for my departure to St. Petersbutgh, I hired a 
boat in conjunction with two other gentlemen (purposing to go 
by water), into which we put ourselves, with all the moveables 
allowed. But alas! that was no more than what a handker* 
chief would contain! The rest of our property having previ- 
ously been imperially seided in due form and order, by the 
attendants from the custom-house. It was to follow us with the 
cargo of the ship, *^ as soon as possible.'^ But as this soon as 
possibk sometimes lasts a very long time, travellers are very 
often put to great inconvenience for want of a wardrobe; the 
government allowance not amounting even to Sterne's *^ half 
dozen shirts and pair of black silk breeches." 

The boat in Vhich we embarked had a canopy, draperied 
and fashioned like those belonging to die bodies-corporale. 
Which on gala days adorn the Thames. Ten men, and a supe* 
rior who guided the helm, formed eur crew; all were appareled 
alike, in a sort of low betf^taUr hat bound with yellow and. 
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decorated with a feather; a blue tunic with sleeves, covered 
their body; and round its center was wrapped an orange- 
coloured sash, whose ends hung down a great, and rather in- 
commodious length; loose trowsers of blue stripe, tucked care- 
lessly into clumsy boots, completed their habiliments. Some 
were bearded short, others shaven, but most with well-curied 
mustachios; and wearing their hair hanging in an equal length 
from ear to ear, like the fringe on a curtain or hammer-cloth. 
lUs, by the way, is the usual mode which all the common peo- 
ple adopt in fashioning their locks; and certainly it protects the 
head, neck, and ears from the piercing cold; and is far from 
being unpicturesque, if not graceful. 

The wind blew perfectly fair; and the people having litde to 
do, we gave them a glass or two of brandy to amuse them. 
Our pvsent had the desired effect; and they entertained both 
diemselves and us, through the remainder of our voyage, by 
singing, with much simplicity and ease, several of their na- 
tmai airs. The strains are wild, and possess many pleasing 
aid melancholy paissages: yet the whole bore a strong tone of 
monotony and abruptness. The one you heard (given to me 
by the prince de Courland while in England), is sufficient to 
ccmvey a very just idea of the general charaaer of these north- 
cm songs$ and I think the very monotony which dwells so 
lopg on the ear with one or two plaintive notes, is the cause 
of their deep melancholy impression. I have remarked this 
elect in (^ Scottish Laments, and aho in the wild dirges of 
the Irish peasantry. 

The distance between Cronstadt and ^t. Petersburg^ being 
not more than twenty-eight miles, we arrived at the latter place 
die same evenbg; passing, as we sailed smoothly along, a beau- 
tifiol shore to our right, covered with the most luxuriant acene- 
17 of trees, gardens, and the spacious mansions of the nobility. 
On landing, I took up my quarters in one of the best hotels 
the city aflbrds; but as it is as expen9ive as the dearest in Lon- 
don, without half of their neatness and comforts, I will not 
dwdl longer on. a point this metropolis to decidedly fails in. 
To*«KMTOW I shall resume my pen, and with a subject more 
^nmbf your attention; namely, the whole city of St. Peters- 
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LETTER in. 

St. Petersburgti, 1801. 

I AM at a loss, my dear friend^ where to commence a de- 
scription of this splendid city* Every object excites admiration} 
and those objects are so numerous, that I find it di^cult to se« 
lect what you might deem most interesting, from an assemblage 
of such, to me, equally prominent beauties* I, who have come 
direct from London, may perhaps view St. Petersburgh with 
peculiar impressions. The plainness of our metropolis, the al- 
most total neglect of all architectural graces in the structure of 
even the best houses, and the absolute deformity of many of 
the inferior sort; all these things strike the eye as forcibly, 
though in an opposite direction, as mine was with the magnifi- 
cence of St. Petersburgh. Such grandeur and sjrmmetry in 
building, I never before beheld in any of the different capitals 
to which my fondness for travel has conducted me* Every 
house seems a palace, and every palace a city. 

On every side are IcHig and wide streets of highly decorated 
stone edifices; interspersed with the still more stately mansions 
of the nobility, the roofs of which are curiously painted in rich 
Colours, harmoniously blended with the gilded domes and spires 
of the neighbouring churches* Although thrs city abou^ids in. 
public buildings, in a style of gigantic architecture no where 
else to be found, yet the taste of the emperor and the industry 
of his subjects are daily undertaking new works; which, when 
completed, will still more strongly call forth the admiration of 
the traveller. Amongst the most beautiful of these growing 
.structures are the Kazan church, the new Exchange, the Ma^ 
nege for the chevalier guards, and the Facade of the Admiralty. 
I suppose no country can boast so long and uninterrupted a 
street as the Great and English ^uay; the granite front and 
pavement of which are unparalleled. The canab are worthy of 
the same august hand; and the superb bridges which clasp tbem 
from side to side, rear their colossi pillars in all the majaaty 
6f impend magnificence. The dingy hue of bricks, or the finp- 
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pery of plaster, seldom offends the eye in this noUe city. Turn 
where you will, rise immense fabrics of granite: and did you 
not know the history of the place, you might suppose that it 
bad been founded on a vast plain of that rocky production; 
whence had been derived the stones of the buildings; and in 
die bosom of which had been dug the river and canak that in- 
tersect its surface. But it is from the quarries of Finland that 
the Russians dig these bodies of granite, and transport and 
{dace them here in lasting monuments of their own unwearied 
industry. That mass on i^hich is erected the immortal statue 
of Peter the First, is one huge instance of their indefatigable 
labour; and ,the forest of columns in the new Mcitropolitan 
church, is not a less worthy proof of the vigour with which 
they pursue so meritorious a toil. This edifice, as I before 
said, is dedicated to the Mother of God of Kazan. Though far 
from being completed, sufficient is elevated of its plan to give a 
.tolerably accurate idea of the sublime feature it will make in 
die face of this city. The architect, who is a Russian, seems to 
have had the image of Su Peter in his mind when he laid the 
Cbundations of this buildings and if it be finished as it is hiegun, 
I have no doubt of its being a very powerful rival to the two 
great cathedrals of Rome and London. The pillars intended 
fior the inside of the church, are to be each of one entire stone; 
the shaft, in length fifty-two feet, polished to the utmost per- 
fection, and surmounted with a capital of the Corinthian order 
richly gilt and burnished. Every other ornament will be in cor- 
responding taste. Niches are formed on the exterior, for the 
reception of bronze statues of saints, fifteen feet high. And at 
some distance, in front of the building, is to be erected a single 
colunm of granite of two hundred feet in length; a piece of that 
azc, sufficient to form it, having lately been discovered. Its 
magnitude will be so immense as to exceed the height of Pom- 
pcy's pillar by many feet. It is expected that in the course of 
four or five years the whole work will be completed. At that 
period the old church is to be pulled down; and thus an area 
win be left that must considerably improve the situation of the 
aew. 
The architect of this great design was formerly a slave of 

C 
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eottnt Strogonoff. But that nobleman, out of respect to his ta« 
lents, gave him his liberty. Indeed no generous mind could 
have done otherwise; it would have been sacrilege to the image 
of God in man, the richly endowed soul, the creative power of 
genius! to have trammelled it with the degrading reflections 
of bondage. 

Many of the lalxiurers employed on these buildings^ come 
some thousand versts from the interior: and when the frost 
sets in, they retire thither again, to await the more genial sea- 
son which will aUow them to recommence their toil. The multi- 
tudes now engaged in forming the various parts of these large 
works, are intere^ing and curious. All difficulties connected 
with their business, are overcome by human exertions alone. 
What in England would easily be performed by one horse, with 
a little mechanical aid, is here achieved by the united strength 
of numbers of men. Hence there is much useless labour to re- 
gret. Frequently we see a hundred men, with ropes and hand- 
spikes, busied in accomplishing no more than one quarter of 
that number, with a few of our assisting inventions, would 
easily finish in half the time. Setting aside utility, these groupes 
add to the picturesque of the scene; which is considerably 
lieightened byktheir long beards, rugged sheepskins, and un<> 
couth attitudes. How strange it is to look on these apparently 
savage beings, and think that from their hands arise such ele^ 
gant and classical structures! Indeed I never saw, in all its 
parts, so regularly built a city; nor in any place, so much atten- 
tion to keep all in due order. The present emperor, who like 
its illustrious founder, has the perfecting of this residence at 
heart, leaves no suggestion unexecuted, which can increase its 
ornament, or the people's convenience. 

Amidst the numberless improvements which are daily mak« 
ing, is a flat pavement on one side of most of the ' principal 
streets; the benefit of which will be felt by all persons: it being 
otherwise dangerous to walk without some division from the 
carriage way, where those vehicles are always passing to and 
fro with a rapidity that threatens the life or limbs of every un- 
fortunate pedestrian. 

While I am yet in the street, though out of the way of these 
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farmtdable attackers of personal safety, I will give you some 
sccotmt of their shapes and appearance as they roll along. La 
every respect they difier widely from ours. In the first place« 
dieir cleanliness is not of the first water; and a drop of oil, Bt 
any other liquid, never by any lucky chance falls upon the leir 
. them departments of the carriage or harness to soften their ri* 
gidhy. The duty of the coachman seems merely to drive; and 
as oien of rank and fortune are entitled to be drawn by four 
horses^ a postillion is also necessary; but strange to tell, this 
equestrian youth rides the off horse; a contrary custom to ^isit 
practised in every country I have seen* Whenever the machiM 
is in a state of rapidity, it is the ofice of this hof to be on the 
contimial bawl of the Russian word for iaie care^ take card A 
precantioB, you will readily understand from what I have be^ 
fore said, to be indispensable* The rate at which these feUpws 
drive is seldom less than a gallop; and as this is the fashionablt 
pace for carriages of all soHs, you can easily judge how safe it 
moat be for passengers moving in an humbler sphere. 

The decorations of the horses driven by the nobiltty, are 
Veiy striking. The harness is leather (most profusely spread^ 
almost into net^work, over the crealure), studded and embos^ 
scd with brass, and various otlier nobs, buckles, crescents, a^ 
tassels, with great taste and elegance. This caparison is quise 
eastern, ind has a most superb effect. The horses are in Harf 
mony with their ornaments, as tlieir. manes and tails areidloW" 
ed Id grow to an immense length; they are plaited and tied up 
very gracefully* The figure of the animal is fine, and partakes 
of the Persian in shape and air; his motions are loose and 
rapid; and apparently so wild, that the spectator must suppose 
tkat nature has been his only master. 

Hackney coaches (in our form,) are not known; but as the 
extent of the city is very great, conveniences of that kind lieing 
abscrfutely necessary, a sort of hireaUe machine is to be had^ 
wiiich pretty weU supplies the deficiency. It is denominated a 
Drojd^a, and carries an appearance at first sight uncommonly 
odd and ridiculous. I know not how to describe the visible 
efiect it had upon my mind. It bears not the least aifintly to 
any of the wheeled tribe on our side, the water; but looks 
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more like a gigantic insect of the grasshopper genus, puTBoiny 
and clinging to the heels of an affrighted horse. As t)iis strange 
conveyance is totally unknown in Englandi, I shall bring you 
closer to it, and point out, as correctly as I can, its peculiar 
shape and modes. 

This effort of northern ingenuity runs on four low wheels^ 
bein^ a sort of parallelogram, with four leathern wings project* 
tng at no great distance from its body, and which, making an 
unexpected curve, ingeniously pass in a semicircular line to- 
Va^d^ the ground; being intended as a resting place for the 
feet, and a defence for the traveller against liquid dirt. The 
part on which you sit is covered with a cushion; and in order 
to render the motion more easy, it hangs on springs. The oc- 
cupier of the carriage seats himself as on a saddle; and for his 
better security if inexperienced in this mode of journeying, ad- 
heres to the driver (who sits in front), by holding by his sash. 
Believe me it requires no small degree of education in the art 
of keeping a seat, to adhere with any decency, n^uch less ease 
and grace, to the saddle of one of these extraordinary vehicles. 
Jknd yet, while an Englishman would be bouncing o£Fand on 
with the clumsiness of a clown in a pantomime, you may see .the 
Russians so perfected by practice, as to sit their wooden horse 
with all the elegance of the most managed equestrian* The 
lightness and velocity with which they pass from one part of 
the town to another, is incredible; and the expense is by no 
means considerable, as the equivalent for carrying you three 
mUes, is not more than an English shilling. F^rom this cir- 
cumstance most of the lower orders can at times command this 
accommodation; and indeed the public ones are principally- 
supported by the Russ merchants, and other opulent citizens, 
as the higher ranks all keep carriages of their own. Its many 
mconveniencies, arising from the exposure of the occupier to 
the dust and sun in summer, and the mud and rain in -springy 
and autumn, render it a vehicle totally incompatible with any 
ideas of personal neatness or comfort. On the back of the 
Isvotdiic (or driver), a plate is fastened, on which is deci- 
phered the number of the carriage, and the quarter to which it 
Mstfigs; in order that should he be insolent, or over-chai^ . 
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km employer, redress may be obtained. There not being an 
abaolotely prescribed fare for given distances, strangers are 
^qttently ieiposed on by these men, who, like the hackney- 
coachmen in JLondon, are ever ready to over-reach the miwary* 

I am sorry to say that this spirit of extortion is very common 
at St. Petersburgh. And as shopkeepers, and others of the 
lower orders, make a practice of demanding double the worth 
of their commodities, travellers, who know not that they will 
be content with half the sum, are liable either to be defrauded, 
and leave the place under the impression of its exorbitant 
expense; or, when they dbcover the cheat, conceive no very 
favourable opinion of Russian honesty. But alas! I fear the 
passion for a hasty accumulation of riches is not peculiar to our 
northern neighbours. In an ignorant people, just emerging to 
civilization, we see covetousness without a veil. Eager to shai« 
in the good things which are opened to them on every side, they 
consider not, because they do not yet understand, the superior 
advantages of character. But are the people who have long en- 
joyed the privileges of education and polished society, are they 
exempt from this degradmg vice? I am afraid not. With them 
St is only more modest; aware of its own in£^my, it slinks from 
sig^t under various masks, while the Objects of its contractors- 
ships, and the tenantry of the land, are groaning under neglect 
and oppression. Selfishness is the vice of human nature; and 
very difficult it is to hold it in the medium between savage - 
avidity and luxurious desires. 

Before I reached this city I had been told by many of its great 
expense. As a single man I did not find it so: but were I to pass 
a jndgment on it from what I have seen, I should say that for a 
fimiily it would be dear enough. And yet this would not arise 
from the high charges of any particular articles, but from the 
customs of society, and the splendor which is here considered 
as a necessary of life. Under this view it is expensive. But 
were it fashionable to live here in the simple style which most 
genteel families do in England, the calculation would be in the 
opposite scale. It is over-hasty to pronounce a country altoge- 
dier dearer than our own, because one or two commodities 
may be 50: examine further, and you find a counterpoise in 



22 TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

articles betog cheSip at St. Petersburgh which are'of great prict 
in London: and thus the reasonable merchandise of one coon* 
try being balanced against the exorbitant charges of anodier, 
the equilibrium is kept toleraUy even. Provisions are cheap; 
and so are some other indispensable necessaries: 120/. ^nnwJ- 
ly, will provide a good carriage, two horses, a coachman, and 
every requisite both for it and the sledge. Fifteen rubles a 
month (25/. per annum), is die common wages for men ser- 
vants; out of which they board themselves. House-rent is the 
most chargeable thing here; but the trifling incumforahces est* 
tailed on the Russian householder, as national claims, are so 
small they scarcely deserve mentioning. 

In the families of our English merchants resident at St. 
Petersburgh, you may still recal the simplicit}' of home, in the 
chastened elegance of their abodes. Their tables, as well as 
those of other foreign merchants, are alwajrs open to their 
firiends; and the warmest hospitality ever ready to welcome 
all who bring introductions from their correspondents abroad* 
This truly estimable order of men are held in the highest 
esteem by the nobles of a metropolis which they so truly bene* 
fit and enrich. Many of them possess little paradises on tha 
road leading to the imperial palace of Peterhoff, to which their 
fimiilies resort for the hot and shortrlived months of summer. 
Since my arrival I have paid several visits to these diarmfng 
retreats, where every dtjng around reminded me of dear Eng^ 
land. The house embosomed in trees, and furnished in the 
Eaglidi s^le; the gatdens planted in the same taste; and the 
language and manners of the inmates; all would have persua* 
ded me'to forget I was in a strange land. But I wanted still 
something more to complete the illusion: look where I woidd, 
I could nowhere see those fiaces which are ever the dearest 
objects of remembrsoice to your friend. 
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LETTER IV. 

St. PeterBburgfa, 1805. 

BEFORE I lead you further into St. Petersburgh, I must 
make you pause with roe on the shores of the Neva; there to 
eoQtemplate the wonderful industry with which its slimy bed has 
been turned into the firm earth that now supports such a weight 
of ponderous walls. The city, with its beautiful suburbs, is 
built on the banks of this river; the waters of which flow from 
the vast lake of Ladoga, seventy or eighty versts above St. 
Petersburgfa. As the Neva approaches the Gulf of Finland 
it gradually expands, embracing within its numerous arms 
several islands, on which is planted the whole of this immensfs 
metropolis. These insular plains are covered with streets, 
thurchcs<i gardens and palaces; and like the Adriatic isles of 
Venice, are united into one great city, by innumerable bridges. 

The manual labour of the early residents in this place, ani- 
mated by the persevering genius of their glorious monarch, 
formed the dank and unwholesome marshes into these castel- 
lated rocks; and levelling the wilderness on the shore, lyhere 
once grew the tangled forest, now stands the stately palace and 
blooms the gay parterre. The most luxuriant cultivation ex- 
tends for many miles around the city: and could the immortal 
founder behold its present Arcadian scenes, and the regal pride 
o£ encolunined WdUhy he Vould acknowledge that his successors 
had done honour to his name. 

The islands of the Neva, which are appropriated to the 
mansions and gardens of the nobility, are favourite objects of 
recreation with the inhabitants of the town, who visit their 
shady banks ip light boats; and stepping on shore, enjoy all 
the pleasures of pure air and enlivening nature in these roman- 
tic retreats. The house and gardens of count StrogonoiT are 
the most celebrated, and justly; for I never saw in any place 
more picturesque beauty guided .by such admirable taste. From 
the uninterrupted flatness of the situation, the views cannot be 
itriking or varied. It is all one verdant, gorgeous plain; here 
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smiling in the balmy assemblage of trees and gp*dens; there 
glittering with golden domes and painted spires. Human in- 
dustry hi^ done every thing here. The very platform of her 
work was fixed by herself in the bosom of the ever-shifting 
waters. On that she planted this goodly frame; and with the 
aid of ingenuity and taste, has given to it the last strokes of 
architectural perfection. 

One of the most interesting of the structures which were 
erected in the early times of the city, is the fortress that Peter 
the Great built from a plan drawn by himself. It stands on one 
of the islands; and is handsomely faced with granite, being a 
regularly appointed fort. It is now used as a prison for state 
criminals. In the church attached to the fortress are deposited 
the bodies of the imperial family, from Peter the First to the 
present period. Op viewing the tombs of these departed 
sovereigns, nothing splendid strikes the eye; nothing disturbs 
the awful solemnity of the scene. Each sarcophagus is covered 
with a vdvet pall richly embroidered; but whi(^h is only un- 
folded on holy festivals, or occasionally to gratify the curiosity ^ 
of a visitor. In the body of the church are many standards, 
placed there as trophies of the various .wars in which this 
country has been engaged. Swedish, Turkish, Persian, Polish, 
French, and those of many inferior nations, stand around like 
a blighted forest, in thick and mouldering majesty. Between 
diese ensigns of conquest are exhibited others yet more hum- 
bling to the vanquished powers. The keys of all the fortresses 
and cities which the victorious arms of Russia have reduced to 
subjection! Ishmael, Occbacoff, Warsaw, and Derbcnt; as 
well as many colossal bunches from more distant regions, for 
the transitory possession of which, thousands of brave men 
have paid with their lives ! They were hung up in due order, 
and named and dated with the greatest exactness. A proud 
sight for an ambitious and warlike prince ! and an inspiriting 
one for a people who are exposing themselves to the legions 
of a conqueror that seems to be fortune's minion. Here are 
the registers of former prowess; and as they look, they grasp 
the steel with redoubled vigour, and rush to the field, deter- 
mined to add to the bannered heap, or perish before their own 
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standards. Man will follow interest to the .edge of the pre- 
cipice, but place honour on the opposite side and he will leap 
into her arms. When this is the spirit of an army^ it is invin- 
cible. Such were the soldiers of Peter the Great; such of Su- 
warroff; and many are now in the armies of the present empe- 
ror, who emulate the character and fame of that unconquered 
general. 

The keys of Derbent had heen deposited in this church a 
few days only before I visited it, it being the third time that 
place had fallen tinder the Russian arms. Peter the Great was 
the first to whom it surrendered. Platon Zuboif, in the reign 
of Catherine II., reduced it a second time. And it is rather 
extraordinary, in its last defeat, the very man who presented 
die keys to ZubofF was fated, at a very advanced age, to lay them 
at the feet of a third conqueror. Here is also the bread and 
salt which was given with the keys of Warsaw to field-marshal 
Suwarroff, as a mark of tfie entire subjection of that kingdom 
to the imperial arms. The spire of this edifice is high like that 
of the admiralty, and gilt with ducat gold. 

In one quarter of the fortress are extensive buildings ap- 
propriated to coining. For the apparatus, the government is 
indebted to Mr. Bolton of Soho. Several of his people are 
now here engaged in completing the necessary works. 

In the walls and bastions which bulwark this castellated 
island are cells, or rather state prisons, where many a wretched 
being has lingered out an anxious life. In one of these places 
died the son of Peter the First after his condemnation. And 
here the unhappy and beautiful princess Tarrakanoff met her 
£rte. In 1971 the Neva rose to a tremendous height, and inun- 
dadng part of the city, entirely overflowed the fortress. All 
who were in the dungeons perished under the waters; and 
amongst the number, it is saUj was her whose tale so darkly 
shadows the brilliant career of the great empress. 

Take the whole of this fortified island together, with its 
embattled towers and pinnacles; and when under a setting sun 
yon view it from the long perspective of the opposite street, 
ao cbject can be finer. The burnished spire burning in bright- 
aesBy md castiog its stream of light oyer the tumts of the for- 

D 
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treds; the Neva flowing in shining waves at hs base, and 
bearing on its bosom myriads of boats passing and re|>assiBg, 
some filled with the treasures of merchandise, and odiers in 
which the happy navigators chant their national strains as they 
float along. No scene can possess more of the picturesque and 
beautiful. And when we contrast the gay court air of these 
northern gondolas with the savage barks from more distant 
quarters, and take in the variously attired groupes busy on 
the shore, a wilderness is mingled with the polished features 
of the view, which makes the whole appear the effiect of en- 
chantment. 

Having led you through this fatal, romantic island, I shall 
reconduct you across the waves, and bring you before the 
walls of the marble palace and church. The ideaft suggested 
by the names of those two edifices are those of elegance and 
splendor. When we speak of a marble structure, and consider 
the costliness of the material, with the classic uses to which it 
has generally been appropriated, we expect to behold every beau- 
ty of architecture displayed on its splendid surface* But here we 
see neither the one nor the other: and I will venture to assert, 
that any person who was not told the palace and church in 
question were built of marble, might pass them by a hundred 
times as unworthy of his notice. This valuable stone, when not 
white, is unfit for any but small and internal decorations, where 
its composition will be more near the eye. Its veins, blending 
shades and polish, are lost in the infinite parts and height of n 
gigantic and extensive building. The marble* palace and churoh 
are perhaps the most expensive, most observed, and least ad** 
mirable of any in the city. The firdt is the residence 6f the graad 
duke Constantine; but has nothing to boast of either in the fitting^ 
up or furniture. 

The foundation of the church was hud by the empress Ca- 
therine, and finished wretchedly with brick by the emperor 
Paul. For the honour of the empire, I hope that it will either 
be altered to the empress's original design, or polled down 
altogether. It stands in one of the finest squares in Europe, 
called Isaac's Place, and particularly celebrated for contaitiiag 
the adurirable eqiiestriatk statue of Peter the Great. This work 
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« modem art wii« erected by the comip^ds of the Isite em- 
press; «Dd like aU her projects bie;ir9 the ^tamp of greatness. 
The imne of. the artUt is Falconet; he was a Frenchman: but 
diis statue^ for genius and exquisite ei^ecution, would have 
done honottr to the best sculptors of any pation. A most su- 
UUne coBcepttOD is displayed in the design. The allegory is 
fiaely imagined^ and had he notf s^rificed the result of the 
whole to the prominence of bis gipupe, the grand and united 
effect of the statue and its pedestal strikbg at once upon the 
eyft, would have been uneqi^ed in the works of man. A mass 
of granite of a size at present immense, but formerly most 
aatoniahhig, is the pedestal* A steep aclivity like that of a n^R- 
ged mountaiA carries the eye to its summit, which looks down 
on die opposite side to a descept nearly perpendicular. The 
igore of the hero is on horseback, supposed to have attained 
the object of his ambidon, by surmounting all the apparent im- 
poasibilitieB which so arduous an enterprise presented. The 
vicsorioiia animal is proudly rearing on the highest point of the 
lock, whilst his imperial master stretches forth his mighty arm 
l» the father and protector of his country. A serpent, in at- 
IcmplTag to impede his course, is trampled on by the feet of 
die horse, and writhing in all the agonies of expiring nature. 
The emperor is seated on the skin of a bean and habited in a 
tome and a sort of toga which forms the drapery behind. His 
left hand guides the reins; his right (as I before observed) is 
ndvaoccd straight Ibrward on the same side of the horse's neck. 
Tlie head of the statue is crowned with a laurel wreath. 
Havkig described its disposition, I shall now speak more 
r of its merits; and, ]£ you will allow me to find any de- 
t in so g^ious a piece of workmanship, glance at the few 
I was able to discern. The thought seems almost 
e; and yet as a mortal's creation, we have no reason to 
it should be exempted from the mark of fallibility. 
The design is fiiuldessi and executed ip a style of greatness 
woediy the character to whom it is dedicated. The majestic 
fcalurra and heroic expressi<m of the head prove how deeply 
Ae artiat was imprf^satyl with the gnmdeur of the soul whose 
flotwaid GOYering he was thus called upon to pourtray. And yet 
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I must not give the honour entirely to genius, for moch of it 
belongs to love. We all know that it was this tender passion 
which first discovered the art of commemorating the human 
form. What the maid of Corinth did by her lover was done by 
a young damsel of France with regard to Peter the Great. She 
loved his person and adored his mind. The wonderful bust 
which she modelled of him, declares what a godlike image of 
himself he had stamped on her heart; and the divine manner 
with which she has giveti this impression to the eyes of men, 
is beyond description perfect. Falconet saw this bust, and frooa 
' its breathing lines formed the head ofliis statue. The concur 
of the face expresses the most powerful command; and that 
exalted, boundless, expansion of thought which so wisely 
dictated his measures, and confirmed himuto pursue, them with 
unabated energy, till they met the fiill fruition of his wishes in 
the prosperit}^ and happiness of his people. The position of his 
outstretched arm is rather stiff; being almost a straight line 
from the shoulder to the point of the middle finger; in some 
views we know not whether it be a hand or a truncheon. The 
waist is too long. Mr. Falconet might plead in excuse that the 
emperor was so shaped. That is true; but the artist might have 
availed himself of the license allowed to taste, and without any 
violation of truth a few folds of drapery would have concealed 
this glaring want of grace. The legs and thighs appear too 
short for the upper part of the figure; and when we suppose it' 
dismounting and standing by itself, we cannot but think that 
such insufficient supports would sink under the weight of ao 
colossal a body. The horse, in my opinion, is not to be sur- 
passed. When I was in Paris I saw those fine equestrian sta* 
tues which the French took from Venice, and set up in the 
Place de Carrouseh but remember nothing in them thar was 
superior to this. To all the beaudes of the ancient form, it 
unites the easy grace of nature, with a fire which pervades every 
Une, and gives such a life to the statue, that as you gaze you 
expect to see it leap from the pinnacle into the air. There b 
nothing gravitating in this sublime steed : it would not touch 
the ground; but seems framed to tread the fields of edier with 
those of the sun. 
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The diCcuIty of keq>ing so great a mats of weighty metal 
in so volant an attiturk, has been most ingeniously and admi- 
rably overcome by the artist. The sweep of die tail, widi the 
hmder parts of the horse, are 'interwoven with the curvatures 
of the expiring snake; and together compose a sufficient coun* 
tetpoise to the figure and fore-part of the animal. 

To form an adequate pedestal for so magnificent a work the 
empress, at an enormous expense and expenditure of the most 
mdefatigable labour, brought a huge rock of granite from Wy- 
borg. It was transported jon large iron balls, and with other me- 
chanical aids, safe and whole to St. Petersburgh. I saw a curious 
auxiel of it, with the dimensions of the stone, journeying ma- 
chines, and groupes of natives employed about it, at the aca- 
demy of arts. It was the original wish of the empress Cathe- 
rine that on this rough piece of nature the grand founder of 
Su Petersburgh should be placed. But the sculptor, perhaps 
from the reason I before hinted, decided otherwise. He said it 
ought to be adapted to the rules of art: and taking it under his 
own chissel, by fine curves and studied shapes soon robbed it 
of all sublimity; and left nothing of nature but the matter of 
wfaidi it was composed. Originally perfect for its object, its 
bold lines and precipitous sides were fine emblems of the coun- 
tiy whose ruggedness he had subdued, and whose prejudices 
of a dioasand years he had surmounted and laid at his feet. 
The present form of the rock, lessened one half from its first 
dimensions, expresses nothing but the awkward bulging shape 
of a heavy cloud. Indeed, so bad was the business, tibat after 
sB the cutting' and carving, a large piece wais obliged to bt: 
joined on again to replace what the jealousy or the false taste 
of the artist had destroyed. When Catherine beheld the erec- 
ikm for the first time, she expressed so much disappointment 
at die sight, as to ask with an air of displeased surprise, ^ what 
^had been made of the rock!" I cannot omit mentioning an in- 
teresting circumstance which took place at the presentation of 
this statue. 

The empress, surrounded by her court, took a station ad- 
virabty adapted to behold at once the monument she had com* 
sanded to be raised to the honour of her pndecessor; her ex- 
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ample in greatness and her brother in fame. The troops formed 
a barrier between the scene of action and the populace; leaving 
a wide open space betwixt it and the platform on which Cadie« 
rine and her nobility stood. At the discharge of cannon, and 
amidst the sound of drums and trumpets the scaffolding which 
concealed this work of art, fell to the ground. A general shoot 
of admiration rent the air; and while all eyes were fixed on 
die statue, a venerable figure hurst through the ranks, and 
rushing towards the towering image of Peter, prostrated him- 
self before it. The confusion so strange an incideiit produced 
immediately excited the empress's attention and made her in* 
quire into the cause. The object of the tumult was brought 
before her in the form of an old athletic man, dressed in the 
' naval uniform of the time when the victories of the emperor 
•he now celebrated, claimed the astonishment and admiratioa 
of all Europe. 

^^ Who are you? What are you?'* demanded she. 

>^ I am the servant of my old master Peter the Great, and 
your majesty's faithful subject. I served many years under 
his command. And hearing that I should again behold hiaa . 
to-day, my last act of gratitude was to throw myself at his 
feet; and had I there breathed out the life that has too kmg 
survived him, I should have been glad; it being the only tribute 
I have now to bestow." 

The empress turned to count Tchermachoff, and reproved 
him for not having informed her of the existence of this vene- 
rable seaman. 

" Ah, heaven bless your majesty!" interrupted the veteran, 
<* none here are to blame for my obscurity. Many years hare 
past since I appeared either in the fidd of batde or of life: and 
had not this great occasion' called me, I should never perhaps 
have mingled with a crowd again. They who knew my servi- 
ces are now all gone down to their graves." 

After faidifuUy recounting to the empress the events of his 
life (who at first had suspected the circumstance to have been 
contrived to surprise her), she setded on him a handsome 
pension; and from that day so distinguished him, that he be» 
came an almost consunt inmate in the palace^ and a favourite 
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nodi hiB death, with the whole of the imperial family. The 
name of this extraordinaty old man was Resen. He was not a 
native of Russia; and it is a fact well ascertained, that he ser* 
▼ed in the French fleet at the memorable battle of ia Hogue* 
After which he attached himself to the Tzar Peter, and accom- 
ptnied htm in most of his enterprues in the Baluc and Black 
tea; in which latter sution he was when the emperor died in 
17125. He remained diere thirty years on duty; and when ht 
ictumed to St. Peterftburgh a sad desolation met him. Time 
or new interests had so blotted him from the minds of men, that 
with much difficulty he obtained half*pay. With this poor pit« 
laBcc he retired into an obscure comer of the city, where hie 
dragged tln^ugh life forgotten and unknown, till the monu- 
vueat of his august master rose like the shade of the departed 
hero to recal him to men and to happiness. He passed die re- 
sidue of his days with every comfort; and died in the year 
1796, at an age ^Lceeding a hundred. 

This venerable subject has led me from the statue, on 
whose rocky pedestal is affixed to each side the following 
ample inscription in bronze. 

PETRO PRIMO.— ^CATHERIKA SECUNDA. 

Tbe aame alone of either ^^ contabed a volume of noUe 
*^ and Catherine was greatly aware of its force. Con* 
. of her own spirit, she turned her eagle eye upon the 
spkadots of Peter the Great and did not shrink. No petty 
jealousy of the g^ry of her predecessor operated to make her 
sriistract irom the rock <» which she engraved his fame. It 
vaa a m^tf soult seif^satisiied in its own abundant worth, 
sradkig with a generous hand the full laurel to its bright com* 
peer* When I look on the statue of Peter, I see as glorious a 
mamamtmx of Catherine's greatness as of his renown: and like 
die veteran seaman am ready to fall down before such a re- 
f mhianrer of kindred virtues; such a remembrancer of the 
tittly patriotic spirit, which turned the desert into a city, and 
nfcd the perishing natives from their trackless snows to homes 
rfpleaty^comibrt, and civilization! Adieu. 
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LETTER V. 

St. Petenburgb, September^ 1805. 

THE withering hand of autumn has already seized on 
every vestige of the brief but delightful summer. The evening^ 
are chilled by the breath of approaching winter. She* comes 
not here with the bracing airs of attempered frost; but with a 
malignant frown blights the lingering herbage, hardens the 
earth to impenetrable stone, and seems to petrify the very 
springs of life. So it is that her advances affect me; hut I am 
told that I shall see a very different sight from the one I anti- 
cipate, when this formidable season really does appear. At 
present she is only casting her shadow before; and ere it is oc- 
cupied by her august presence, I must describe a few of the 
amusements which are called the summer pleasures of Stt 
Petersburgh. 

The present eoAperor, in consideration of those persons who 
are not so fortunate as to possess country residences, has esta« 
blished a kind of recreation in this city, which in some mea- 
sure supplies the deficiency. By his directions, a oohvenient 
and well-gravelled walk, about a mile long, and planted^ with 
trees, is formed around the southern face of the admiralty. 
On this spot tents are pitched, well stored with ices and cakes 
for the refreshment of the company; who assemble here, as we 
do at Vauxhall, for the pleasure of 'beholding the youog, the 
lovely, and the gay. A similar promenade is laid out in the 
middle of a fine street of many versts in length; which is ter- 
minated at one end by the superb colonnades of the admiralty, 
and at the other, by the monastery of St. Alexander Neftky. 
From the regularity and equal lines of this street it is termed 
the grand perspective. These two places, with the granite pare- 
ments on both the quays, form what is called the street pro* 
menades. 

The Summer Garden is another scene of amusement. It is laid 
out in the Dutch style, in angular and- stiff parterres, and stud- 
ded about with a few wretched and mutilated statues. During 
thehot months, the shade of the trees, and the crowd of visitors, 
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^irayed like a tulip bed^ render it a not unpleasant scene. But 
for peculiar charms, I cannot say much; the only thing in it 
really worthy of notice, is a very high and richly wrought iron 
£i(ade (perhaps unequalled in Europe), which at certain dis- 
tflnces is divided by columns of granite* The walk is bounded 
by the river Neva at one end, and by the Red Palace (to called 
from its colours) at the other. This huge pile of windows, 
friezes, pediments, and chimneys, a sort of architectural me^ 
bmge of military and domestic ornaments, was built on the site 
of the old Summer Palace; the residence of Peter the Great. 
It is surrounded by a wet ditch, defended by draw-bridges; 
and during the time of the late emperor, was his favourite 
abode. He considered it the child of his creation; and a most 
deair one it proved: for here, in the apartn^ents which look into 
the plain for exercising the imperial troops, he met with that 
£ite so well known to all. Sir John Carr has described the par- 
ticulars with great accuracy in his Northeni Summer* I will not 
lepeat the tale here; but rather refer to the curious particulars 
coDtained in that elegant work. 

Amongst the many absurd whims which infected the brain 
of this monarch, was one for painting with various discordant 
colours, the bridges, watch-houses, and imperial gates through- 
out the empire. These harlequin jackets were put on every 
thing that answered to this description, from one end of Russia 
to the other, by a special ukase, all in one day. The Red Pa- 
lace was indebted for its present fiery hue to a very simple cir- 
cumstance. A lady of high rank, of whom his majesty was a 
great adnurer, happened to appear one night at a bsdl where he 
was present, with a pair of gloves of this colour on her arms. 
The fancy of Paul was so struck, that the next day it became 
his favourite dnt; and he gave instant orders that his new re- 
sidence should be painted accordingly. Hence it is called the 
Red Palace: and a most frightful and glaring appearance it 
makes. Another caprice of the emppror tended to fill up the 
ridiculous of this unfortunate abode. He must needs have his 
cipher of P. 1st. surmounted with a crown, affixed in every 
part of the building; for what reason he never declared, only 
it was his will: and now over every comer, frieze; dpor, win- 

K 
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db^, or latticed-hole, are these imperial letters muhlpHeA 
without endi^ A person once attempted to count them^ and left 
off perfectly weaty and in despair, after he had numbered eight 
thousand. 

You must now accompany me to scenes more worthy of their 
august resident. I wiU not be so fatiguing as to drag you 
dirough the many princely mansions of the nobility, which for 
magnitude and splendour might in England be denominated 
palaces.- Magnificence is so much the passion of this country, 
that I should exhaust your patience or your belief, should I 
attempt to describe all; so I will confine myself to the empe-* 
ror's abodes; and shall begin with the Hermitage. 

This spot, once the retreat of majesty and love, is only a 
select part of a vast range of buildings, called the Winter Pa* 
lace. Here resides during that severe but sjdendid season, the 
whole of the imperial family; and here are held the court, and 
all the public fetes and festivals. Its architecture is not to be 
praised, l>eing an enormous mass of bad taste; but its furni- 
ture is very noble, richly ornamented^ though in rather an »a* 
tiquated fashion. The dowager empress possesses the most 
elegant and comfortable suite of rooms it contains; and she has 
spared no expense to decorate the walls with excellent pictures. 
MuriUio and Reynolds hold distinguished places in her selec- 
tion; with some very superior landscapes and buildings hy 
Robert, an artist, who though of the highest merit, is totally- 
unknown in England. In a particular chamber of this huge 
palace, I was shown the crowns, sceptre, and other jewelled 
insignia of the imperial rank. 

The Hermitage, which I before said belongs to this great 
structure, is connected with it by a gallery, thrown high in the 
air across a kind of street between the two buildings. It was 
in this minor palace that the great Catherine was wont to lay 
aside her purple, and with a few select friends forget that she 
was an empress, that the cares of a mighty state pressed upon 
her head, that her smile was fortune and her frown dismay. 
All spoke of ease and urbanity in these chambers, dedicated 
by her to pleasure and repose; and part of their fitting up was 
adapted to that design. It was here she received her favouritesi 
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^ with them enjoyed the true delight o£ mutual intercow*9Q, 
unrestrained by regal forms, or pubnc observation. 

Being a friend to the fine arts, she adorned the walls of this 
mansion with many capital pictures; and to perfect the collec- 
tion, at a considerable expense, added the Houghton gallery 
to her own. The pictures were not unpacked during her Ufa; 
but were .taken out and arranged under the auspices of bur 
successor* Since that time the whole of the saloons in which 
they were hung have undergone a thorou^^ repair and deco- 
ration; and, I am sorry to say, that the pictures also have past 
under this cruel purgatory. The rooms may be improved; but 
the paintings bear manifest prooft of the reverse* The practice, 
common in almost all countries, of periodical cleaning and 
varnishing the works of ancient and great masters, is^ ten 
diousand times more destructive of their durability and value 
tban the hand of time. I am the more surprised at the fate of 
these, because they are under the inspection of men of judg- 
ment and experience: but custom is an imperious dictator, and 
so we must resign these monuments of departed genius, very 
soon to follow their authors into the land ^^ where all things 
are forgotten!** 

The founder of this great empire was the first in the country 
who introduced a love of pictures* His comprehensive mind 
embraced ever}^ object which promised usefulness, honour, or 
celebrity to his people: and by his example, the succeeding 
princes have opened their gates to genius; and we see on 9H 
sides, arts, manufactures and commerce, flourishing beneath 
their auspices* 

I am told that it was in Holland and France Peter the Great 
imbibed his taste for painting* He passed many hours in their 
academies, talking with the artists, and examining with all the 
attention of a scholar, their various works* His favourite pain** 
ters were q[ the Flemish school; particularly those who excel- 
led in naval subjects, of which he was particularly fond* Adam 
Silo, being not only an artist but an old seaman, delighted him 
much by the exactness with which he depicted the ocean and 
its warlike scenes* Many of this man's pictures may be seen in 
the Summer Palace at St* Petersburg; and for accusacy in 



36 TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

the shipping, and spirit in the sea-fights, I never saw him ex« 
celled. It was at the palace of PeterhofF that Peter framed the 
first general gallery of pictures that was known in Russia. The 
paintings were chosen and arranged by one Xsel, an artist who 
had followed the emperor from Holland, and who died painter 
to the empire, about sixty years ago. He was more celebrated 
for judgment than for genius, being little more than a copier 
of still life; but though as an artist he was insignificant, as a 
candid and liberal connoisseur he, was of the first respectability. 
From this great monarch's example has arisen the present 
admirable collection at the Hermitage, which is even better 
arranged than that of PeterhofF, having a separate room, as 
far as circumstances will allow, for the works of each particular 
-master. One disadvantage attends this plan, if the superin* 
tendants are more attentive to uniformity than to truth: the 
names of artists are put on canvass which diey never saw, 
much less ever touched. In the Salvator Rosa chamber, there 
are two exquisite pictures of his ; the Prodigal Son, so well 
known in England, and a small sketch of Banditti, in his very^ 
best manner. Others are inferior; but some, too bad to be 
looked at, whose bastard faces bear his name without a line of 
his lineaments. Such prostitution of the character of t great 
artist, is either a shameful mistake, or a shameless imposition ; 
and for taste and honour's sake should be rectified accordingly. 
I pass many hours in culling the flowers from this wilder- 
ness of sweets ; and I see enough to convince me that were it 
weeded with judgment, a collection might then be drawn to- 
gether which would be unrivalled in any nation. With my 
pencil I noted on the spot my remarks on a few of the best 
pictures; and as you love the art sufficiently well to enjoy even 
a description of its specimens, I transcribe my little catalogue 
beneath. 

.The paintings most prominent in merit, were purchased by 
the late empress Catherine; and the most considerable of these 
is the Houghton Collection. In proportion as we admire the 
taste that dictated her munificence, we must shrink ftom the 
stigma it casts upon our countrjrmen, who once possessing such 
a treasure, would allow.it to pass to a foreign land. However, 
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like the picture of some lamented hero for ever lost to his 
ooimtrr, we have the portraits of this admirable gallery to 
rcmmd us of what was once ours, and of oar unavailing re- 
grets. The taste of the late alderman Boydell has preserved 
copies of these paintings in many excellent drawings* 

Most of the originals have undergone the destructive pro- 
cess of cleansing and varnishing; but some few have happily 
escaped, amongst which is the Prodigal Son of Salvator Rosa; 
a picture unrivaUed in expression, truth, and depth of tone. 

The Forge of Vukan^ by Lucco Giordano, was not so for^ 
ttmate. But an exquisite piece of harmonious colouring it 
xnost originally have been. Parts of the picture are admirable ; 
b othera the cleaner is apparent. Some of the figures at the 
anvil, have lost the mellow tint so beautiful in their compa- 
ni<m8; leaving a raw, crude and bright pink hue, which destroys 
an the |deasfire produced in regarding the more perfect parts. 

The truly renowned picture of the Holy Doctors of the 
Churchy by Guido, so finely engraved by Mr. Sharp, is also, 
like that of Salvator Rosa, in statu quo; and a most divine 
work it is. Perhaps its being situated by the side of so many 
florid and bustling productions, may to some eyes give it too 
coU and clayey a hue; however I hiust say that with me this/ 
sobriety much increases its sublimity. In the same saloon are 
one or two delightful Murillios, particularly a Flight into 

TTie room appropriated to Tcniers, contains some of his 
very best pictures; amongst which are a Country Wake (a sub- 
ject which he always treated so truly), the inside of a kitchen^ 
larder^ 6?c. replete with every article of culinary use, as well 
as vegetables, meat, and game of all sorts, with a portrait of 
the master of the house and (I suppose) his piurveyor. Many 
inimitable little pictures of cabarets^ display his usual skill in 
pourtraying his countrymen in all states of hilarity and drunk- 
enness. 

Bergham^s pencil is not less brilliant. Yet there is one pic^- 
ture attributed to him, in execution below his merits, or in 
subject beyond his powers. If it be really his, how does it 
prove that even the finest geniuses will lose themselves when 
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they attempt to change the bent of nature, and climb by a dif* 
ferent path to the heights of fame! The work that gave ri^e to 
this remark, is a very large one of Europa and Jupiter* But 
alas, the beloved of Jove possesses little charms to attract nfior^ 
tals! She is fat and ugly; and her attendants, not to outshine 
their mistress, are of the same clumsy and disgusting mould. 
Even the bull is an inferior animal. In short the artist has 
failed throughout. The design, the colouring, the composition, 
all are bad. You cannot discover one merit; no trace of Berg- 
ham's accustomed bewitching touch, not a tone in the least 
clear, not a glimpse of his usual and unequalled manner of 
treating nature. 

Both the Wouvermans have given to this collection the mo^f 
exquisite specimens of their art. Philip's Skirmish near a 
Church is inexpressibly brilliant. And a Dutch Sporty in which a 
boor is riding at a cat suspended in the mr, js, though a bar- 
barous subject, finished with the purest taste. The hue is of a 
most delightful silvery tone; and such is the fascination of the 
whole, that it is difficult to withdraw from the contempladotl 
of so beautiful and perfect a work. Near to one of the windows 
is a small Deer Hunt^ wherein a hunter, habited in red and 
mounted on a white horse, is touched with a force that is quite 
astonishing, and in a freer manner than is usually the style of 
Philip Wouverman. I ascribe its unsullied freshness to its 
having escaped the withering effects of varnish and scrubbing* 

A saloon, containing several Rembrandts of a large size^ 
forms a glorious coup-d^ml: and probably they appear to more 
advantage, having as a contrast, some infamous works of Ferdi* 
nand Bols; to which are ignorantly affixed marks, with the 
name of the great master of the Dutch school. A large pic* 
ture by Rembrandt, of the Prodigal Son^s return^ is in his 
usual style, rich but ungraceful; full of character, but not of 
the epic mould, a burgomaster'*^ head stares you in the face; 
and you stare at it in concert, with surprise, cpnviction, and 
astonishment; certain of its unequalled merit, and scarcely be- 
lieving it to be a work of art. 

A gallery, which is very long, is filled with pictures from 
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Yarioiis masters; namely, Claude Lorraine^ Nicolas and Gas- 
per Poussin, Vernet, Le Brun, Le Sueur, and many others* 

Claude has productions here which are nature's self. He 
seems to have gained the summit of his art. But if, while we 
contemplate him with feelings bursting itito enthusiasm, our 
eyes stray for a moment around, the admiration is divided; 
and we see other artists, in their diiferent paths, keep even 
with the wheels of his chariot, as they mount the hill of 
fame* 

The genius of the Flemish school is shown in many excel- 
lent works of Rubens, Snyders and Vandyke. Several portraits 
of our ancestors, from the pencil of the latter, decorate the 
walls of the Hermitage. We here see the daughters of Charles 
I.; that monarch himself, in a suit of armour; Sir Thomas 
Wharton, besides mat\y of the English nobility and statesmen. 
A Si* Sebastkm and the Incredulity of St. Thomas^ are noble 
pictures from the same hand. 

Rubens displays his old favourite subjects of Silenus^ Tigers, 
and squabby Nymphs: a most abominable selection: and when 
we view the admirable richness and brightness of his colouring, 
bow do we lament that so much talent should be thrown away 
npon th^ most disgusting objects in and out of nature. 

Ruysdale presents us with a perfect cold and gloomy scene* 
Its principal object is a waterfall, so excellently executed as to 
leem literally tumbling before you with all the effects of a ca- 
tsiact. It is not sublime; but it is unaffected, and true to its 
subject* The longer you observe its beauties, the more is your 
attention riveted. 

On the opposite side, in the same apartment. Is a master- 
piece of Potter. A wood, with a man on horseback issuing 
frem it. The son shines through the trees and gleams partially 
on a rutty road. This is inimitable; and with the picture last 
menti<Mied, forms two of the best landscapes of this character, 
m the Hermitage. What David Teniers is in humble life, to 
Ae sublime scenes of Poussin and Salvator Rosa; so are Ruys- 
dale and Potter to Claude Lorraine. One, is nature in her 
common dress; the other, when she puts on her epic garb. Both 
stvles suit the genius of their respective masters. 
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Countless specimens of other artists are dispersed all over 
the palace; but passing by many very indi^erent, and more 
that disgrace the walls, I have selected those only which are 
deemed worthy of the august patroness who formed the collec- 
tion* Leaving you to con their merits, I shall now rest my pen, 
and bid you adieu! 



LETTER VL 

St. Peteriiburgh, September, X805. 

BEING still on the Muses' highway, allow me to lead you 
across the Neva to1:>ne of its proudest ornaments, the Institu* 
tion for the encouragement of the Arts! The first idea of such 
a foundation was projected by the father of his country, the 
immortal Peter the great. The empress Elizabeth, in the year 
1758, nuuie mluny advances towards the fulfilment of his plan; 
but before the preliminary circumstances could be arranged, 
death put a period to her reign* The honour now fell to the 
lot of her successors: and the present extensive scale of the 
institution was designed and executed by the patriotic mind of 
the great Catherine. In 1 764, it was finished and fully endowed; 
receiving from its foundress, proper laws to regulate the whole. 

The establishment consists of a president, three rectors, two 
assistant rectors; six professors of painting, sculpture, and 
architecture, with each an assistant, and one perpetual secre- 
tary* One inspector of the college, with his assistant; an ade- 
quate number of professors of perspective, anatomy, geography, 
history, mythology, and iconology: and a number, unlimited, 
of academicians; admittmg artists of all nations to that honour* 

This institution is formed to watch and assist the bent of 
genius from its infancy; and yet, out of the number which are 
taken in here, very few come forth good artists. The fault then 
must lie in the minds of the pupils, which seem altogether bar- 
ren of that talent which particularly points towards painting- 
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And where genius is not in some degree implanted bjr nature, 
I fear all the tuition in the world will never force it to any 
strength or beauty. Though this disappointing result is to be 
regretted)' still the college is of incalculable service, as' it; in- 
structs many (who would otherwise be ignorant) in the duties 
of a virtuous and useful citizen. 

Sixty chikhrea are received at the a^ of five years; none 
above six. They must be free^ and in the case of their being ori- 
ginally slaves, the nobleman to whom they belong, if he wishes 
to rear an architect, a sculptor, or a painter, and have him edu- 
cated here, he must first accompany the child with a passport of 
bis liberty. Every attention requisite for that tender age, is 
paid to the children; but when once they are registered in the 
college, it is impossible on any pretence, to draw them thence 
again, till the period of their pupilage is terminated. For the 
three first years, they are instructed in the duties of religion, 
taught their own and foreign languages, the rudiment&of draw- 
bg, and the elements of architecture. Froni the age of nine 
tin twelve they go deeper into these researches, with the addi- 
tion of geography^ history and astronomy. From twelve till 
they reach their fifteenth year, they study mathematics, the 
principles of physics and natural history; and penetrate still 
farther into the mystery of the sciences. In each of the classes 
the genius of the youth is watched: and, should the instructors 
be men of discernment, much useless fatigue to themselves and 
their pupils might he saved, by observing in proper time the 
bias of die latter to any particular pursuit. Thus talents would 
not be thwarted by being thrust into contrary paths; and the 
ardour of the student would increase, as he found the obstacles 
removed which lay between him and his aim* Independent of 
every pains being taken to embellish these young men in all 
the accomplishments of education, lessons of piety and morals 
are most assiduously sown in their minds. The true source of 
the sublime in the arts, being laid in the mental greatness of the 
professor, no labour is spared to render the pupils of this college 
as admirable in private conduct as they hope to be in public re* 
putadon. Must we not pause to admire so excellent a plan! ' 
How Broad are the views on which it is founded! Not merely 
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to teach youth to be artists, but to be men; to be useful citizenf ; 
to bless the country in which they were bom; and to spread her 
glory with their own fame! Nay, not to stop even there; but in 
forming men to eternize their names here, it gives diem a 
bright earnest of immortality hereafter. So far does the impe- 
rial eagle carry her sons! Nothing little, or contracted, is found 
in this munificent establishment. No care nor interruption 
arises to damp the ardour of the student; no ideas pervade his 
mind but those of improvement, emulation, and the proaecutiott 
of his favourite pursuit* 

In order to estimate the progress of the growing' geniuses, 
an examination, before the heads of the academy, takes place 
every six months. From the report of the masters, and speci- 
mens of the young people's particular efforts in the different 
departments of their study, a register is made of their conduct 
^nd abilities; and they are accordingly either praised for assi- 
duity, or reprimanded for neglect. Rewards are distributed in 
the form of prints, &c. Having passed from the college iota 
the academy of fine arts (which is considered as the last stage 
of their education), they are then carefully examined once 
every month, and their progress duly entered on the records 
of the school. As an incitement to emulation, medals of silver 
and gold are distributed, of various sizes and weights, accord- 
ing to the merit of the candidates. When the whole of their 
education, both in the college and in the academy, is completed, 
the assembly, or council, honours them with the gift of a sword, 
accompaoied with an attestation of their freedom; in virtue 
of which they are authorized to exercise their profession 
wherever they may deem it proper. This foundation, like thajk 
of our own, sends a certain number of artists to study in those 
countries which we regard as the native seat of the arts. The 
term of their election is every three years. Twelve is the num- 
ber selected; and they are chosen out of the students who have 
ah^ady been distinguished with medals. When abroad, they 
keep a journal; and every four months, send the academy a re- 
gular account of their progress and occupations. At the expi- 
ration of a stated time they send to St. Petersburgh specimens 
of their improvement, either a design of their own, or some ex- 
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o^bent cbpy of a 9<»tii€, pictuire, or buildipg; aftef the reception 
of which, money is sent to enable them to return. From that 
period they cease to be pensioners of the academy; and are eli- 
gible to become members, or professors in the institution. AU 
who leave this establishment without g^iring adequate proofs 
of geiiiu&) are placed opt under respectable tradesmen and> 
artisans. 

la order to give you a just idea of the magnitude of this in- 
ttitatioa, you must remember that it embraces in the fullest 
extent of the several arts, architecture, sculpture, painting, 
ctstiiig in bronze, medals, and engraving in every branch, an- 
duding ^ms. From the extent of the building you may ima- 
gine how noble are its schools. The finest models and draw- 
ings 'of every celebrated architectural relic, are here to be 
HoaiKL Casts of the most admired statues of antiquity are 
placed in larg^ saloons; and for pictures, the precious gallery 
.of the Hermitage is open to their study. A handsome chapeJl 
for the devotions of the students, is in the interior of the edi- 
fice; as is also a well-furnished and extensive library. Nothing 
is omitted as too minute, which can promote their improve- 
ment; or awaken the virtuous ambition of talents deserving 
distinctiop. , 

An annual exhibition of the works of the young artists is' 
opened every July. Should I be in St. Petersburgh in that 
OMMth, I shsdl then be able to form a pretty correct judgment 
of the growing state of all the arts in this metropolis; but at 
present I can only pronounce with any certainty upon sculp- 
ture and architecture; and they appear to me to.be in a very 
pitHnising state. The little I have seen of the students in 
painting, gives me an opposite impression; and that, when we 
consider the institutions of their academy, is rather inexplica- 
ble. I have several times passed through the apartments where 
the yonng men work, and, as an artist, minutely examined their 
performances; but in none of them could I discern the germs 
of the future painter. I sought to explain this to myself, and- 
found mie very efficient cause in the bad examples which arc 
ever b^re their eyes; and which they copy, as the standards 
ef perfection. The walls, instead of being enriched with a few 
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excellent pictifres, are disgraced with myriads of Tile daubing^ 
by heaven knows who. Who are we to blame for this? Certain*^ 
ly not the imperial foundress, or her successors. The invalua- 
ble saloons of the Hermitage are ever open to the students oi 
the academy. There they may atudy from morning until nighty 
imbibing from the sublime works of Michael Angelo and Ua* 
phael, the very fountain of taste and improvement. These they 
neglect; or, rather I should say, the professors never introduce 
them to even a glimpse of such great originals. Why, I cannot 
pretend to tell you; but so it is: and thus, for want of the same 
plan which prevails in the schools of sculpture and architecture, 
the whole of the -expense lavished on that of painting, is little 
better than absolutely wasted. Where manifest want of genius, 
and bad instructions are united, nothing but disappointment 
can be the result. Able teaching and industry may give respec- 
table proficiency to the most moderate capacities; and it is as 
well known, that bad examples will corrupt and destroy the 
finest talents that ever were in man. 

Before the architect and the sculptor are the best lessons. We 
see a vast number of models in cork (done by |he same artist 
who executed those in the British Museum), of the most per- 
fect remains in ancient Rome: also an immense model of St. 
Peter^s, finished with scrupulous exactness. Though far from 
maturity, no one who looks around this superb city, will say 
that architecture is in its infancy: the Kazan church, and oth^r 
public buildings, being all from the designs of Russian artists.. 
But sculpture seems to me to have even been more rapid ia 
her advances. 

Many are the students who have accomplished pieces of 
admirable workmanship: but the academy has to boast of one 
that might be regarded with honour by any nation. Mr. Mar- 
tauze. He is indebted to the institution at St. Petersburgh for 
his early education; for its perfection, is obliged to Italy and 
his own genius. He has produced an Acteon that would grace 
the most classic ages; and several funeral monuments of equal 
merit and Grecian taste. This gentleman has studied the beau- 
ties of ancient sculpture with the best disciplined judgment. 
He has not permitted his admiration of their graces to difceive 
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bim in tfacir defects. With the nicest discrimination he has 
draimi Ae delicate line between them; and exemplifies by his 
own performances^ that a statue may possess all the simplicity 
which is the characteristic of the best antiques, without falling 
into those stiffnesses and unnatural peculiarities which some 
mistake for perfections. His professional engagements at pre- 
sent are numerous: but his work of the greatest promise, is a 
cdossal statue of John the Baptist. It is about fifteen feet high; 
is to be cast in bronze; and placed, with many others executed > 
by the same hand, on the exterior of the new metropolitan 
church. The design possesses all the divine majesty and power 
of action A eminendy conspicuous in the character of the ^eat 
prophet. Indeed I look on every work of this distinguished 
artist, with growing admiration: and I must say that, distin- 
guished as similar talents are in England, we have not in that 
coontry a superior sculptor to Mr. Martauze. 

While I am on this subject, I will present you at the Taurida 
palace; not to emperors and princes, but to some of the finest 
specimens of antiquity which have been preserved. This noble 
mansion was once the residence of the magnificent Potemkin; 
and in it he gave that entertainment to his imperial mistress, 
so celebrated for cosdiness and eastern grandeur. 

The statues are now its most attractive ornament. And a 
most invaluable one is that of a Venus, given to Peter the 
great by the then coeval pope. The Medicean Venus, the 
stmdard of perfection in female form, does not, in many points 
(if I dare make the assertion!) surpass this of the Taurida. 
The atdtttde of both is similar; but that of the one I am now 
stndying, possesses the most grateful toumure imaginable, 
imited with a symmetry of form, and majesty of mien not to be 
described: and with all this, there is a lightness, a breathing 
action throughout the figure which the de Medici never knew. 
ThaA, ako glorious, proof of human genius, seems in a fixed, 
and radier painful position; particularly when viewing it in 
profik: and likewise impresses you with a heavy tout ensemble 
m the lower extremities. The Tauridean Venus has here the 
advantage: her legs and feet are exquisitely proportioned; so 
much elegance, such delicacy and soft flow of line, so much 
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refined and natural beauty, I never before gasied upon* The 
body is that of the most perfect outline of a lovely woman: its 
grkdual stealing undulations, impart such enchantment to the 
eye in dwelling on its form, that it is only the want of polour 
which dissolves the illusion, and reminds you that it does not 
exist* So far it excels the Venus de Medici; and as a whole is 
certainly the most pleasing: but there are parts where that 
^^ beauteous statue'' again gains her ascendency* The head and 
neck of the Tauridean are evidently too small; and yet the 
same inimitable grace which charms in the figure pervades 
these also. The original arms are lost; and those substituted 
in their stead are so vile, that it is a disgrace to the palace 
in which the statue stands; and, as long as they are endured, a 
memento of the infamy of the artist who had the impudence 
so wretchedly to attempt their restoration. The effect is so bad» 
from their enormous disproportion,^ that many might pass this 
beautiful specimen of antiquity as a thing unworthy of notice. 
I measured the height of both Venuses, and found the Tauri- 
dean was taller than the Medicean by two inches. Do not 
fancy from this comparison^ that the Venus which has b^en sc^ 
long the object of our joint admiration, is fallen in my esteem. 
Far /from it: I do not think her less beautiful, though I may- 
consider her rival as more so. And yet I am not presuming 
enough to guide your taste on this subject; or, indeed, that of 
any other person. But perhaps it will be a support to my opi- 
nion, when I tell you that Mr. Martauze, the justly celebrated 
Russian sculptor, regards this statue with an admiration equally 
enthusiastic as my own. However, your eyes shall be your 
judge; as I intend to bring a cast of it to England, and preseat 
it as a mark of my respect to the Royal Academy at Somerset 
House."*^ It will be an acquisition to the student, and a great 
ornament to the antique school. The preservation of the orip- 
nal is not good: the marble is discoloured, and partially worn 
by time. The head has also suiFered; but not sufiicient ma.^ 
terially to injure the loveliness and divine expression which 
Veigns throughout. 

* The circumstaTice» under which the author left Russia, ohliged him to 
feare this cast with others at St. Petersburgh. 



IN RUSSIA. 47 

'TbeoiAt relic of antiquity to which I would call your at- 
tendoo, is a colossal head of Achilles. It is heroically grand; 
possessing all the godlike qualities and manly beauties attri- 
buted to him by Homer. Nay, it everi surpasses the idea of 
diat immortal poet; for when we look on the heavenly great- 
ness of this countenance^ we deem it impossible that the mind 
which informed it, could be wrought to such a hurry of revenge • 
and its brutal execution, as was wreaked upon the body of the 
fanve and lifeless Hector. It wears a splendid casque with a 
hi^ and superb crest. This bust is now removed, and placed 
IB the Hermitage. I know not whether they have a cast of it 
in England; but at all events I shall bring one with die other 
of die Venus. 

The second ornament of the Taurida palace is a figure of 
Hercules, holding a club in his left hand, and the Hesperian 
fruit in his right. The head and body, as well as the right 
diigh, are perfect; and the rest admirably restored. It differs 
totall}' from the Famefse god; and though not above seven feet 
high, what remains of the original, proves it to have been the 
work of the motft glorious era of Greece. The head is crowned 
with a wreath; perhaps a branch from the Hesperian tree, as an 
aiMitional badge of his victory. 

As you read this account of the classic treasures of Russia, 
you win perhaps fancy, that if I improve by such models, as 
much as I blame those who do not, I shall return to England a 
modem Apelles! We need not be ashamed of the ambition that 
points at excellence; hence I aVow mine, and assure you that 
vith me, such advantages shall not be cast on a barren soil. At 
present, I have drawn more fire than frost from this northern 
atmosphere; and I hope my pencil will discover it to your eyes, 
when we meet* 

The vast apartment in which the relics I have just described 
are placed, is well pourtrayed by Carr; and his little sketch 
gives a just idea of its appearance. 

Before you enter the hall, or gallery of the palace, you pass 
dstKigh a saloon of great magnitude, which is supported by 
immense white pillars, and ornamented with ancient candala- 
hnmis, sarcophaguses, busts, vases, and other decorations of 
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the classic ages. With these admirable specimens of departed 
genius, are mingled the monstrous associates of modem ill- 
fashioned cupids, negroes, fantastic heads, and hideous whirli* 
gigged pedestals of fifty-coloured marbles; My disgust -at this 
sight, can only be compared to your sensations, should a group 
of asses burst in with their horrid brayings, amidst the soul- 
• entrancing sounds of spheric harmony. 

On leaving this enormous vestibule, the hall opens at once 
upon the eye, and excites an emotion which must be felt to be 
imagined; to describe it is beyond my powers. I had not as 
opportunity of measuring this apparendy measureless place, and 
therefore will not pretend to guess at its dimensions. A' double 
range of Ionic columns, rise like a forest on either side; and 
when you look up to' their capitals, the height is so great as 
almost to pain the eye. But there, the sublimity of thi^ gigantic 
chamber ceases. A poverty-stricken, flat ceiling, with little in- 
significant urns in a squeezed shape, finish most abruptly, what 
might otherwise have been perfection. Had it been arched, the 
effect would have been unequalled in Europe. Between the 
pillars are placed statues; most of them modefn and of indif- 
ferent merit. Some fine imitations of the Barbarinii and other 
celebrated vases, are mixed with them; and at each end of the 
gallery, at some distance from the wall, are two excellent copies 
of the Laocoon and Cleopatra. 

Through the long avenue of columns, is opened to your view 
a most delightful scene. A spot dedicated to perpetual summer. 
Here all the sweets of Arabia, mingling with European taste^ 
woo the senses to an exhaustless banquet. In this garden, the 
frigid airs of winter never breathe: all is warmth and balmy 
softness. Trees, fruits, and flowers, fill up the fragrant assem- 
blage, and court you into walks winding through many a luxu* 
riant maze of oranges, myrtles, and clustering vines. Whilst 
straying in so delicious an atmosphere, and surrounded by the 
foliage of a hundred groves, flowers springing at your feet, and 
scenting a perfume which takes the capthe soul and laps it in 
Eiysiuniy how are the senses dissolved! It seems the power of 
enchantment; as if we were lost in Armida's garden, and there 
forgot every thing but pleasure and repose. On emerging from 
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this earAly paradise, like leaves of the sensitive plant, the feel* 
ings are driven back upon themselves. For a few moments you 
cannot g;uess the cause: but looking round, the pale face of win- 
ter and its bleak attendants, lifeless trees, and drifting snows,' 
soon explain the mystery, and account for the surprise. 

During the short summer of this country, the pleasure- 
grounds which surround the palace, wear a very charming apv- 
pearance* They are laid out in the English style; having exten-* 
ssve shrubberies, romantic walks, rustic retreats, hothouses 
and conservatories, as well as every other feature in a British 
garden. For these beauties, the imperial family are indebted 
to the taste and exertions of Mr. Gould, an Englishman, who 
has long resided in St. Petersburgh; and who plans and super- 
intends all its most distinguished works of this nature. He is 
. the Repton of Russia. His true' English honesty, excellent 
heart, and hospitality, claim the esteem of all ranks; and add a 
stiD firmer decision to that respect for the British character 
already awarded to it by the generous admiration of the Rus- 
sian empire. Here, the word of an Englishnian is held as sacred 
as the bond of any other foreigner: and the veneration which 
die people pay to the nation at large, is most emphatically 
proved by the friendship they evince to eveiy subject of Britain 
who lands on their shores. Cold I may have felt this country, 
bat never the hearts of its inhabitants to your affectionate friend. 
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LETTER VIL 

St. Petersburgh, September, 1805. 

IN a letter I received sometime ago, you desired me not to 
omit seeing the church of Saint Alexander Nefeky. I have 
obeyed you; and beg you to accompany me throu^ its conse- 
. crated aisles. All that we see in this city which is interesting, 
must excite our veneration from circumstance, not age. Not a 
stone of its present fabric was laid, much more than a century 
ago: so, as I cannot speak, either of the antiquity, or peculiar 
grandeur of this shrine to the illustrious Saint, I. will first 
awaken your interest in giving you a litde sketch of his dUi* 
racter. 

He flourished about the middle of the thirteenth century, 
not bearing the title of Tzar of Russia, but that of Prince of 
Novgorod. The desolation of the Russian empire, brought on 
by the victories and ravages of the Tartars, prompted its neigh- 
bours to seek a share in the spoil. But Alexander, to whom his 
father Yaroslaf had resigned the government of Novgorod, 
met a formidable army of invading Danes on the banks of the 
Neva. He encoimtered them; and not only drove them off the 
field with great slaughter, but compelled the fugitives to make 
a hasty retreat into their own country. From this signal vic- 
tory, he obtsuned the surname of Nefsky. Returning a conqueror 
to Novgorod, instead of being welcomed with plaudits, jealousy 
and suspicion surrounded him. Fearing that his high fame 
should incline him to stretch his prerogative and injure their 
liberties, the citizens caballed amongst themselves how to 
limit his present power, and finding that impracticable, most 
ungratefully rose in open rebe^ion• Alexander was forced to 
retire; and full of indignation, applied to his father, who had 
assumed the government of Vladimir. The venerable prince 
assigned to him the jurisdiction of Perciaslavl, and sent another 
of his sons to Novgorod. But no sooner had Alexander with- 
drawn, than they found the palladium of their safety had de- 
parted with him. The Danes being apprised of what had 
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iiappene^^ raised new levies, and pouring in upon Novgorod, 
attacked the city with great fury. The new prince was not suc- 
cessful in his attempts to check the enemy; and the people in 
despair, sent a deputation to the dauntless Alexander, to im^- 
plore his forgiveness, and petition for his return. Their treason 
could not be so easily forgotten, and the ambassadors brought 
back a refusaL Entreaties were sent a second time, with the 
Archbishop at their head; upon which great humility Alexander 
complied; relieved the besieged city of Novgorod; and not 
only repulsed the enemy, but even pushed on to Livonia, and 
gained a decisive victory over the Germans, Danes, and 
Tchudes, on the borders of the Peipus lake. The fame of these 
new exploits of the heroic prince soon reached the ears of the 
Tartar Khan, who was then, in some measure, the dictator of 
all the principalities of Russia. When Alexander's father the 
grand-prince Yaroslaf was dead^ the Khan invited the young 
warrior to the horde; and there, as he had before honoured 
Taroalaf, created him grand-prince of Russia, and caused him 
to mount the throne in the great city of Vladimir. Secure of the 
friendship of the Khan, he now turned all his thoughts towards 
clearing his country of the neighbouring ravagers; with a great 
fcM-ce he undertook an expedition against Sweden, and happily 
acquired new laurels in every step he marched, and returned 
to his country laden with spoils and glory. Meanwhile the rest 
of the princes of this vast empire, each in his separate territory 
finding himself oppressed by the idea of bearing any other yoke 
I his own will, resolved to imite and make a general attack 
I the Tartars. The Khan hearing of this plot before it was 
ripe, sent to M. these princes to immediately attend him at the 
horde, saying he required their assistance in a matter of great 
eooscqnence. It was easily perceived that this was only a feint to 
deprive the principalitieaof their sovereigns, and so render them 
more entirely onder the subjection of the Khan. The princes, 
therefiore, dil refused; but Alexander apprehending dire con? 
fctpiences from such dxtinacy, and relying on the friendship of 
die Khan for himsdi, conceived the adventurous resolution of 
repairing qitite alone to the horde; and there, by prudent sub- 
mission si^oase thi asoused anger of their chief. He resolved 
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to make the dangerous attempt: and should ^ven the Khan's 
vengeance make him the victim of his wrath, provided it might 
end there, he would be happy so to eiq>iate the crime of his 
rash country. This patriotic prince was obliged to remain a 
full year amongst the Tartars, before he could appease the in- 
dignation of the Khan« At length, after many an unsuccessful 
application, he received the act of amnesty from the offended 
chief; and was ^allowed te return into Russia to inform the 
princes that all was forgiven. But whether the Khan repented of 
his clemency, br the jealousy of the Tartar princes had prepar- 
ed his fate, cannot be ascertained at this period, but it is well 
known that he di^d of poison long before he reached his own 
principality. 

His life having been passed in deeds of arms and of piety, 
his memory was regarded with veneration; and enthusiasm 
reported that a number of miracles had been wrought at his 
tomb. On this he was canonized: and Peter the First, in or* 
der to hallow his new city in the minds of the people, brought 
the remains of the sainted hero to a shrine within it, over 
which he erected the church consecrated to his name. There 
is an order of knighthood instituted to the honour of Alexan- 
der, which is so highly respected as to be borne by several of 
the sovereigns who have been allies with Russia. 

The monastery which boasts the patronage of this illustri* 
ous saint, is inhabited by sixty monks; whose ways, I fancy, 
ire not a tittle more active or useful than those of their bre* 
thren in other countries. Never having passed under the temp- 
tations of busy life, perhaps they think that escaping the sins of 
the world is equivalent to doing goiulin it; and so they linger 
out their earthly pilgrimage, more like drones than members 
of the church militant They are of the order of St. Basil; aa 
indeed are most of the religteuae of this empire. 

The quadrangles and long-stretching waUs, proclaim theex^ 
tent of the building. It is large without being grand, and po$« 
sesses no true architectural ornament whatever. The aides ai« 
gaily painted with red and yellow in arches and pillars; a taste 
that was early prevalent in Russian cities. Strange as such a 
fancy appears to us, I have no doubt of its being a relief to the 
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m during^ 'the long season of a northeni winter^ when eveiy 
object is clothed in one mass of white for so many months. 
The edifice dedicated to die saint, stands high amid the sur- 
. roooding depths of clumsy buildings* It is of a peculiar archi- 
tecture, composed of the Tartarian and Greek styles; finely 
gilded, and as usual most gorgeously painted. The inside is 
in the same gusto^ and a few bad copies of Italian pictures 
cover its walls. Their subjects are, a portrait of Peter the 
Greats and the achievements of Saint ^exander. The shrine 
of the hero is of massive silver, constructed of piles of military 
ftiophies and religious devices, arising to an immense height. 
A sort of sarcophagus, covered with a rich gold and jewelled 
pall, silver candalabrums, and well arranged relics from the 
holy laad, form the decorations of this spot; presenting a most 
nagnificent and striking spectacle. I never have seen any 
thing resemble it in wealth, excepting the silver chamber in 
die'palace at Berlin; which, by the way, has since been told 
me, is merely show and a substitute for the reality. Frederic 
the Great, during the seven years war, converted the largest 
pturtof this metal into dollars; leaving wooden models of the 
original treasure, slightly silvered, as a deceiving representa- 
tive of what once had been. Until you are told of the cheat, 
the imitation is so well effected, that on a merely passing view 
it is impossible to discover the difference. 

On one ^ide of the church, being a most solemn contrast to 
d)e imperial shrine, lie the remains of a bishop, covered with 
a dark canopy of crimson velvet. A gold cross is embroidered 
OD the centre of the pall, which is spread over the coffin. Re* 
Kct and golden candlesticks are also dedicated to the departed; 
and ibc whole forms a gloom truly impressive and sepulchral. 

By giving you a description of the interidr of this church, 
you may have a just idea of every other in the empire, as they 
are all fitted up according to one design. 

The entrance is generally through a portico, by a pair of 
large folding doors. These Jead to the main body of the build- 
ing, which is a clear expanse; excepting the columns only, 
which support the roof or dome. No seats of any description 
are admitted. Every individual stands during divine service, 
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occa«<HiaUy altering the position to kneeling or touching the 
groond with the head, according to the prescribed sacred 
ceremonies. About ten yards from the entrance, and directly 
in a line with it, is the sanctum sanctorum. It is elevated on 
several steps which are covered with a rich carpet, and only 
trodden by the holy feet of the priesthood. This inner temple 
1^ divided from the outer space, wherein the congregation as- 
semble to their devotions, by a high screen magnificently car- 
ved and gilded, with compartments containing paint^igs from 
the New Testament and the legends of modem saints. In 
general these pictures are very miserable; none but professory 
of the Greek church being allowed to decorate the churches: 
and you already have my opinion of the state of this branch of 
the arts in Russia. In the centre of the screen is a folding door 
of bronze fretwork, in which is variously represented the Holy 
Ghost with the other divine persons; and through it may be 
seen the altar, its holy chalice, crucifix and bible; all superbly 
jewelled and hung with gold fringe. Every church has this 
inner chapel, so similar to the Holy of Holies in the ancieut 
ritual of Jerusalem; and from which, according to the arrange- 
ment of the Greek ceremonies, on hallowed days the priests 
issue, and widi much solemnity, perform divers sacred func* 
tions. There is something very impressive in the whole of this 
service. When the splendid habits, like the costly decorations 
of Aaron, and the venerable figures of the priests appear; 
while we observe the devotion of all around, a peculiar emotion 
seizes the soul impossible to describe. In the boors we see a 
simple and devout ardour: they pray and cross themselves with 
an earnestness that is truly gratifying. At the moment, we 
conceive the most favourable sentiments of them: for however 
ignorant men may be in other respects, when once they know 
the nature of the Almighty Being, and are sensible of standing 
before his omniscient eye, a salutary awe fills their minds; and 
integrity is as naturally its growth, as the com is from the 
ground in which the seed has been sown. The nK>re elevated 
ranks are not so religiously attentive as these humble rustics: 
during divine service they hold conversations with each other^ 
at the same instant they are making the sacred signs oo their 
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persons with the two forefingers of the left hand. The music 
is fine, has much simplicity, and is all vocal* They who chant 
are not seen, which gives a more charming effect to the voices. 
The sight of figures and faces, often not in harmony with the 
strains they produce, excites a discordancy in the feelings^ 
very inimical to those holy aspirations, which, accompanying 
die sacred breathings of the voice, raise the soul in rapture to 
heaven. The most celebrated church in St. Petersburgh, for 
fine singing, is the Maltese chapel; and there it is of the most 
exquisite melodies. 

On entering the monastery of Alexander Nefsky, you see 
a small church on one side of the way leading to the grand 
area. It is vaulted and gloomy, and well informs the traveller 
dot it is the mansion of the dead. Here are several cells in 
vfaich are the tombs of departed great men. These monuments 
are in general badly executed; one only I can except, and that 
is of bronze, and composed and finished in a very superior 
manner. I could not learn the name of the artist. 

The primary object of my visit to this sepulchral abode, was 
a desire to see the grave of the renowned Suwarroff. About 
four feet from the pavement, on the left hand side of one of 
Aese vaults, which is used as a chapel, is placed against the 
wall a small brass plate, on which is engraved in the Rus». 
laiguage, 

HERE LIES suwarroff! 

A oEbore comprehensive epitaph could not have been chosen* 
On these words meeting the eye, his greatness and extraordi- 
umy life tish at once upon the mind; and we feel, from this 
aoUime appeal, the whole force of his character with a convic- 
tioo which a thousand volumes of eulogy could not increase 
aor more confirm. Many instances might be brought, to show 
how happy die Russians are in this kind of short, natural, and 
^MDtam expression. On a medal^ struck in the reign of Cathe- 
rixae 11^ in honour of a great victory, and presented to the 
officers aodsMien who distinguished themselves in the battle, 
this was written under the emblems of conquest. I was there. 
The sense of which is more pointed in the Russian tongue, it 
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being there expressed in one word. The simplicity of this styfe 
is great as the empire, and strikes like its own gigantic rocks. 
Polish it with the refinements of art, and though ornament may 
be acquired, its sublimity would be lost. Such a mode of 
speech proves a ceruin grandeur in the minds of the people. 
Greatness is perceived at once; and like faithful mirrors re- 
flecting what is before thenL, they pronounce the merit full, and 
in a word. What men easily feel and readily admire, they arc 
not far from imitating. 

In the vaulted apartments of this dreary structure are stoves, 
in order to heat them; an accommodation which would gladly 
be dispensed with, as the penetrating vapour puts every dor- 
mant smell on the alert, filling the air with scents, musty and 
pestiferous, exhaled from the mouldering coffins of embalmed 
heroes, princes, and statesmen. In one of these sepulchres was 
formerly deposited the body of the unfortunate Peter III, the 
father of the late emperor. When Paul ascended the throne he 
caused the remains of this imperial victim to be taken up, in 
order to be reburiedg in the church of the fortress, the ceme- 
tery of his ancestors. The perpetrators of the murder were 
summoned to the ceremony, and obliged to watch the coffin 
day and night for three weeks. There were not more than two 
penitents (if penitents they were!) as the rest of the assassins 
were all dead. I do not envy the feelings which must, in these 
moments, have occupied their breasts. Horror of their crime, 
and fear of immediate death after the funeral, must have been 
ever before them. Indeed, if time, or hardness of heart, had 
not blunted their remorse, the present punishment was a \ort 
ture more grievous than the most instantaneous public execu- 
tion. They walked in the procession as chief mourners: a 
situation neither of them expected, after a lapse of so manf 
years, to fill. There is something extraordinary and great in 
the mode of punishment: and also much to be admired in so 
strong a testimony of Paul's affection for the memory of his 
father* But there are many who do not give his heart any 
credit for this transaction; considering it rather a5 an act of 
hostility against the name of his mother. If they be right, the 
complexion of the affair is totally changed; and what before 
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Itood as an act of filial piety, /is now abhorred as the violent 
caprice of an undutiful son. What supports this opinion, are 
the proofs he gave at different times of hatred to her memoiy, 
in the total disregard of all her public plans, and the disgrace 
in which he involved her best ministers. 

This prince's actions are too well known, and have sufficiently 
marked his extravagant character, to require my enlarging on 
them here. The people groaned beneath his yoke; and few, 
if any tears followed him to his grave. How different is the 
aspect of the nation and its sovereign at this moment! Indivi- 
dkial safety and comfort are seen on every side. The real good 
of the subject in the monarch's breast, and the firmest confi- 
dence in him on the part of the people, form the peace and 
security of all. A heart like that of the amiable Alexander, 
when guided by wise counsels, cannot fail to render himself 
and the millions under his rule, prosperous and happy« He is 
now a))sent from his capital; but not on a party of summer plea* 
sure* He is gone to front the enemy of Europe; and we have 
little doubt but that, if he be properly, supported by his allies, 
he will make that far-stretching conqueror confess the might 
that lies in a righteous cause. Did we live in the days of super- 
stttion, we should suppose, from the wonderful fortune which 
attends this scourge, that he fought under an enchanted banner^ 
but there is a period when success must fail the man who makes 
his glory the desolation of mankind. Interest and self-preser- 
vation are strong incitements; they will be generally felt, and 
ere long he must be destroyed by those very evils recoiling on 
himself with which his rapacity and ambition have sought to 
overwhelm the world* But, as he is, men look on him with 
wonder; and his most mortal foes must declare that were he as 
good as he is great, he would be irresistible. Doubly great 
must he be who ever makes this extraordinary victor lower his 
crest and acknowledge an equal, if not a superion Alas! t^at 
talents cannot see the noblest crown is virtue! 

H 
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LETTER VIIL 

/ 

St Petersburgb, September, 1805. 
MT DEAR FRIENDy 

HAVING detained you so long amongst the aisles ^d clois- 
ters of the church, it is just that I should lead you to the rest 
within; and having placed you at the foot of the altar, open the 
book containing its holy ordinances. 

The religion of Russia is that of the eastern or Greek Church. 
It allows the most liberal toleration; no person being excluded 
from any office under government on account of his religious 
tenets. The only restrictions are, that the imperial family must 
profess the Greek faith; and ail Russians who have once entered 
its pale cannot lawfully depart from it. As the church in ques- 
tion is of higher antiquity than any other distinction amongst 
christians, so its doctrines prevail over some of the widest 
tracks in Christendom. They are professed through the greatest 
part of Greece, the Grecian Isles, Moldavia, Wallachia, Egypt, 
Nubia, Lybia, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria, Cilicia, and Pales- 
tine, the whole of the Russian empire in Europe, Siberia ia 
Asia, Astracan, Casan, Georgia, and several other countries* 

The princess Olga, grandmother to Vladimir the great, was 
.the first person of distinction in Russia who was converted to 
Christianity. She went to Constantinople to be baptized; and 
was led to the font by the eastern emperor Constantine Porphy- 
rogenneta, who gave her the name of Helen; and sent her back 
to her country laden with relics and costly presents. Her son 
the fierce Sviatoslaf, refused to abjure his pagan gods; and 
Vladimir, her no less ferocious grandson, paid as little respect 
to her religious zeal. What parental anxiety could not effect, 
in the course of a few years afterwards was so ably compassed, 
as to cause the prince not only to become a convert himself^ 
but to accomplish the holy conviction of the most considerable 
families in the empire. He too received the seal of the cross 
before the altars of Constantinople; and from thence, with a 
christian bride, the sister of the emperor, brought priests and 
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kanied teachers to instruct the whol^nattoa in the doctrines 
of the Greek church. Thus was one of the most sanguinary 
worshippers of idolatry transformed at once by the religion of 
peace, into a powerful but mild assertor of the charities of Hea- 
ven. Mark how strong is the difference between Vladimir pa* 
gaa and Vladimir christian* In the early part of his sway, while 
as grand'prince he wa^ carrying conquest to the very extremi- 
ties of Russia, he resolved to return thanks to the savage gods 
of his country for the victory granted to his arms, by sacrificing 
on their altars the prisoners whom he had taken during the war* 
His ccMUtiers still more barbarous in their piety, were not con« 
tent with the smoking bldod of so many of their fellow-crea*- 
tures,but they told Vladimir that a victim selected from amongst 
his own people would greatly enhance the homage pKid to the 
propitious deities* He approved the hint, and pitched on a 
young man, the son of a venerable christian, and professing the 
same faith* The unhappy father refused to yield up the victim* 
The monarch, enraged at what he deemed sacrilege, and at his 
commands being disputed, ordered the doors of the house tp 
be forced. He was obeyed; and the father and son furiously 
immolated in each other's arms. Not satisfied with this diabo- 
lical rite, Vladimir ordered the number of idols to be increased 
in the ci^ of Kief; and erected anew and superb statue to tht 
goddess Perune in the principality of Novgorod* Soon after 
those heathen acts a Greek sage appeared at his court; and 
g^uning his ear, in a very impressive manner so discoursed of 
die truth of the christian dispensation, reasoning of righteous*- 
ness, temperance, and judgment to come, that the monarch 
trembled, declared his faith in what he heard; and following 
the holy man to the font, received the name of Basilios, and 
" leaving in the sacred water the leprosy with which his vices 
had covered him, came forth a character as pure as infancy*^' 
Indeed the chai^ge which took place in him from that hour, 
acema ^Imost miraculous* He broke down the idols throughout 
tibe empire* He put away his wives and concubines, to the 
nmnber of eight hundred, and adhered to the princess Anna 
akme, the christian lady whom he had brought from Constanti- 
nople* He founded churches and schools; built cities; and 
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drawing the famishiiig savages from their huts and w3d pQr« 
suits, planted them in these new dwellings, under the tuition 
of holy men, and the protection of hb choicest officers* Even 
his prisoners, instead of being sacrificed to bloody idols, were 
sent to people the wastes of his empire. Every way he con- 
ducted himself not only as a sovereign v/ho consulted the 
prosperity of his country, but as one who considered all man* 
kind as his brethren. On great festivals he entertained at his 
own cost the inhabitants of his capital: and to them who, from 
disease or infirmity, could not 'attend the public tables, he sent 
a plentiful repast to their own homes. But even in cases of 
Uood, when we might have supposed that the sanguinary scenes 
to which he had so long been accustomed, must altogther have 
Uunted his feelings of compassion, we find that here too the 
religion of mercy had penetrated his heart. Bebg one day 
called upon to pass sentence for the immediate execution of a 
notorious robber, he exclaimed with much emotion, 

^^ What am I, that I should condemn a fellow creature, to 
death!" This sketch is sufficient to show that the lessons of 
the Greek sage had not been barren. They not only converted 
the prince, but by the mildness and wisdom of his reign (pow 
that he had become christian) the people saw by the fruit thujt 
the tree was good; and in crowds they pressed towards the 
cross to receive its mark, and express with their devotion, gran 
titude towards their leader. Vladimir died at Berestof in the 
year 1015; and was honoured with the testimony of canonisa- 
tion to his piety. 

I must now give you some idea of the doctrine of the Greek 
church. ^But as it is not necessary to particularize those articles 
in which all established churches agree, such as the propitia- 
tion, redemption, resurrection, &c. &c., f shall mention none 
but distinguishing points; as they only can show the difference 
between the Greek and other rreeds. This church holds the 
doctrine of the Trinity, with the following variation fi;pm the 
common belief; namely that the Holy Ghost, instead of ^^ pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son," proceeds from " the 
Father only." 

They admit the invocation of saints upon a principle very 
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Tcinedv, but suflBcient, in their tntnds, to deu* them from the 
charge of idolatry. Not as -gods but as intercessors, thejr VLpjfy 
to these ^^ spirits of the just made perfect;" asking their lud as 
powerful friends, rather than imploring their protection as al- 
mighty rulers. It is in this view that they invoke the virgin, 
the apostles, and other hallowed names which enrich the 
Greek calendar; offering up prayers and incense to them, in 
the like manner as men seek to propitiate the great of the earth 
ky petitions and tributes of respect. 

Pictures and images are used in the Greek church on a sirni^ 
Jar principle. No more than the last mentioned custom of pay- 
ing homage to saints, infringes the first commandment, will it 
be allgwed that these depictings of the divine persons break the 
second? They do not place the image or picture before the 
eyes of the congregation to be worshipped as the visible pre- 
sence; but merely as a remembrancer, an awakener of the af- 
fections towards the heavenly beings of which they are simili* 
todes. So far the explanation is good. There is nothing to 
be fiMind fault with in the aim of the fathers who constituted 
these usages, but the means are . dangerous* The enlightened 
nund understands the simplicity of Christianity, and takes the 
rite&of the church as they were intended. . Not so the ignorant 
boon accustpmed to examine things more by impressions on 
his senses, than with the touchstone of reason, he cannot long 
dnik that ^ power belongeth to God alone," when he is hourly 
QBk h» knees to invoke the meditation of a saint* And how 
can his soul continue to seek the invisible Father, when he 
Jbds his image in the temple, surrounded by prostrate devo* 
tees, and adorned with all the golden decorations of the most 
costly dedications? Removed from the presence of this graven 
iasf, where does he think are the ^* eyes which are too pure 
to behold iniquity?" He has seen them closed up within the 
wrib of some consecrated building; and fearless of observa- 
noB, is. ready to embrace the first temptation that crosses 
Ins path. The religion which is in spirit can alone happily 
atect the conduct of man. It strikes at the root of all evil, for 
it not only commands you to ^^ cleanse the heart and not the 
gnnenis," but assures yoii that God is neither confined to 
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tempfe, eartb, nor heaven, but pervades the whole opiv^fBej 
and with his aUseeing eye searcbeth the depths of mao. View- 
ing things in diis light, ia it requisite to have iisages of wood 
and of gold to remind us of the omnipresent and allgni^ioas 
providence! 

There are seven mysteries, or sacraments, in the Greei^ 
church, via. baptism, the chrism (a rite peculiar to this churchy 
the eucharist, confession, ordination, marriage, and the hc^ 
oil* 

^ There are no pecvdiarities in the doctrine attached to the 
baptism, though diere are some particularities in its ceremo? 
nies, which I diaU describe. 

On the very day on which a wooian becomes a mother, the 
priest goes to her chamber and^ offers up a holy thanksgiving 
for her and the child. On the eighth day the inlfant is carried 
to the church and receives its name; that of the saint to which 
^e day is dedicated, is given to the ciuld, in addition Xo any 
other which the parents may have chosen. Two and thirty 
days after this, the. purification of the mother is performed; a 
ceremony instituted in imitation of that of the virgin Maiy. 
Then follows a service not limited to any particidar time, 
since it must depend on the progress which the young christian 
has made in religious knowledge. It consists in renouncing 
the evil spirit; or, as we term it, the ^' devU and all his works.'^ 

Then succeeds the baptism itself, in which the professor 
practises the trine immersion. One immersion is of more mo* 
dem date, and was first introduced in Spain; whence, on the 
authority of Pope Gregory the Great, it was spread through- 
out the Latin church. Aspersion is an antecedent usage; hav« 
ing been always adopted in cases of sickness, or danger of imi- 
mediate dissolution; and being the easiest ceremony, is now 
generally practised in all protestant countries. 

The chrism or sacred unction is the next rite. It is consi- 
dered as the sealing of the Holy Ghost; and answers to con- 
firmation in the church of Rome. It immediately follows 
the immersion at baptism, when the priest anoints the child 
or proselyte on the principal parts of the body, with the aiga 
of the cross. Seven days after tho application of this conacsr 
crated unction, the votary goes through the ceremony of ablu- 
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tion; and is now prepared for the concludiiig rite, called that 
of the tonsure. Simeon of Thessalonica gives us this explana« 
tion of the institution. 

^ After the chrism, that is the holy unction, the hair of the 
person's head is shorn in the form of the cross; because he then 
lias Christ for his head: and because it is proper to pray ua« 
covered, as Paul teaches. The tonsure is also a sign or marlc, 
being cut crossways, that all vain and superfluous thoughts are 
from that time to be cut off. For this reason monks are en« 
tirely shorn; and it becometh a faithful christian 'to divorce 
limself from every thing superfluous and not absolutely neces- 
sary. Besides which, the hair is offered by the baptized person 
to Christ, as a sort of first-fruits, or the sacrifice of his body; 
die hair being as it were the exhalation of the whole body: the 
Aicf priest therefore does not carelessly throw it away, but 
l^-^ it apart in a sacred place.'* 

At the end of the baptism the priest usually ties a little cross 
ct gold, or some other precious material, round the infant's 
fleck. But this is not an ordinance of the church, though ge- 
aerally practised. It is a voluntary act of the parents or minis- 
ter; and meant to be a memorial only to the child, of the spi* 
ritnal cross he has now assumed. 

It hath been well said that they who adopt opinions without 
reason, and against reason, cannot be cured by argument; and 
besides, as I am not a divine, I shall make no remark on faith 
m cransubstantiation. It is the declared belief of the present 
Greek church; having been insinuated into its originally com- 
parative simplicity, by the subtlety of Peter Mogilas, metro* 
pofitan of the Ukraine. He drew his notions from the schools 
established by Gregory the Fifteenth at Rome; whence he re^ 
tomed, to propagate the new doctrine throughout the Russian 
empire. In the preparation of the eucharist, warm water is mix- 
ed with the wine. Laymen receive the bread sopped in the 
cop. Rather a strange usage! as it seems to class them with the 
deceiver Judas, who was the only one of the Aposdes to whom 
Jesus gave the sop. 

^ .^^.^ and when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas 
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Iscariot; and after the sop, Satan entered into htm." St* John, 
chap* xiii* verses 26, 27. 

The clergy take the elements separate. 

Predestination is an article^ of the Greek church: and its 
writers defend the principle on the prescience of the Divine 
Nature. < 

Prayers for the dead are admitted; but not from any idea 
of purgatory, or dogmatical notions of the state of their souls* 
Hence it may be considered more as a tribute of tenderness to^ 
wards the departed friend, and an awful reminder of oar own 
mortality, than any established rite. On similar grounds regard 
is paid to the Helics of holy persons: but, as in the case of ima- 
ges, the original sentiment is too frequently lost in Mind su- 
perstition. Supererogation, indulgences and dispensations, are 
utterly disallowed in this church. And as it does not, like the 
Romish, assume infalltbility, we cannot be surprised at the re- 
Kgious toleration dispensed by a sovereign professing its doc* 
tnnes. 

A work, written by Peter Mogtlas, will give you a tolerably 
just idea of the Russian creed on religious and moral practice^ 
You may find it in Greek or Latin: it is entided ^^ a confession 
of the catholic and apostolic faith of the Greeks and Russians;** 
and divided into parts. It mentions that the commands of the 
church are nine. Attendance on public worship; observance of 
the four great fasts; venerating consecrated persons; auricular 
.confessions; not to read heretical books; to pray for thb su- 
• preme powers spiritual and temporal, and for the conversion of 
unbelievers; to observe the fasts appointed by the fathers? not 
to embezzle the property of the church, and not to marry do* 
' ring a fast. It inculcates that the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost 
are wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge, piety^ 
and awe of God. The three sins against the Holy Ghost are 
presumption, despair, and heresy. And the seven deadly sins 
are thus numbered; pride, covetousness, fornication, envy, 
{^utcony, revenge, and sloth. The four sins against which ven- 
geance even on earth is denounced, are murder, sodomy»op* 
pressing the widow and orphan, and depriving the labourer of 
his hire. The seven chsuities to the bodies of men, are, feeding 
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tlitfatmgiy^givmg diilaJc to tbe ^kintyj dodiing the naked, re- 
fievingpriscm^rs, visiting the sick, receiving strangers, and bnr* 
rying the dead* To these are to be added seven charities to their 
flotds; converting the sinner, teaching the ignorant, giving 
counsel to those who require it, prating for our neighbours, 
bemg patient under injuries, and forgiving our enemies. 

Coi^tBssion is one of the seven sacraments of the Greek 
ckuroh* But so different is its principle from what is under- 
rtBodtobe that of the Latin, that I cannot deny myself the 
ibtsure of repeatbg an observation of Dr. Covel's, and copy* 
iagariketch of the spiriiual reguloHona whidi are delivered 
to die priests on this head. , 

The ancient Greek church (remarks the good doctor) com* 
maded her penitents to confess their sins in secret to God 
akae; and bade them consult their priest, only in what was 
aecdfol to restore in them the apirit of meeiness. The church 
of Rome commands confession to be particularly made to a 
priest, merely to erect a tribunal for him; and to assert by him 
the Blighty power of the church to pardon sins* The end of 
the Greek is purely the amendment of the penitent; that of iht 
I'Stia, to magnify the g^ory of the priest. In the one church 
the confessors pretend no further than to abate or remit the 
peuBce, declaring the pardon comes from God alone. ^In the 
other, the priesthood assumes the full power to remit or par- 
don at pleasure. Thus far Covel. And now judge how just i 
his eaoomium on this part of the Greek opinions. 

Ihe spiritual regulation dedarea that ^^ it is the duty of 
piests at the confession of penitents to deter and subdue the 
pride of such as they observe to be stubborn and unrelenting, 
vidi die tliieats of the judgments of God; and to comfort and 
nppoit with die hope of his grace and mercy, the dejected and 
foutent. They should therefore understand how to instruct a 
nner to break off his evil halnts; how to visit and solace die 
sick; how, with the word of exhortation, to animate and con* 
^ a dymg person in his passage out of this world; how espe- 
tidly to confirm sinners condemned here, in the hopes of divine 
>^erqr hereafter. The priest must not treat with insolence 
dkise who come to him for ghostly advice; he is not to show 

I 
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hknself morose towards the fitaitNi^ vbom beo«ght4b cshfltt 
vith mildness; aor at any time to ask a present of hb spiriifeiial 
«oas; nor is he ufaoa any protroca^don to reveal their donCeo* 
sioos* But if a man discover at oonfession an intended roi>* 
bery which he has Mt yet committed; treason agaiwt hia 
soverei^ or the govenunent; and while he speaks shows no 
signs of remorse, but rather a design to fulfil his wickedness, 
and betray the confessor into connivance with the dieedi then 
the spiritual father must require him in the name of God to 
desist whoUy from his evil purpose; and if by « sullen sikaoe^ 
or ao attempt Do justify himself, he appear infleauUe, the spi*^ 
ritual father must withhold all remiasion of a sin ao perMsted 
in, and lodge an inlbrmadon against him with the offioers of 
justice. In the aame manner he must reveal the cheats of Muy 
impostor who has invented miracles and lying wonders to de* 
lude the people. The confelsor has the power to enlarge or 
lessen the time or degree of spiritual puniafamkent, or to ex* 
change one penance for another, as a fast for an alms; -provi- 
ded, under the pretence of alms, the priest does not want a 
doncitioa to himself, or to some other person not truly neoea* 
sitous. He must take care to impose no penalties which are 
impracticable; but such as the penitents are capable of per* 
fqrming, and such as are proportioned to their abilities and 
situation; by reflecting what kind of penance may reasonably 
be inlioted on a soldier upon duty, an indigent traveller on tim 
road, a sailor at sea, a begger, a sick man, and the like. Afiter 
he has sufficiendy restmioed the penitents by the den«mciations 
of God, and they declare Aeir contrition, and determination 
to lead a new life, he may, in the name of the Redeemer of 
mankind, pronounce their pardon, and admit them to « parc^ 
cipation of the holy sacraments*^' Hence we asf y infer that 
sorrow for sin, confession, and absohtfion, oonatitute this arppn* 
tery in the Gretk church; in which we see penance dt>es not 
make a necessary part; the obe thing needful, being true re- 
pentance. I shall terminate my account of this rite widi three 
specimens of die service, from Dr. King's transbrtioo of die 
Greek lituigies. His observations have been excellent guidos 
to me; and by referring you to his iearaed work for a corn* 
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llete and mce knowledge of the ritosl now under my pen, I 
ygoipo e e a pleamuge to you, and ha^e one myself in avowbg 
nsf obligation* The examples I have selected are the exhor- 
tation of th^ priest to tlie penitent. His prayer to God for paf- 
doa^ and his ahaoiatioB dirongh Christ." 

EXHORTATION. 

Bdiold my child! Christ is invisibly present to receive thy 
caafetuon. Be not ashaa^ed, therefore, nor afraid; and conceal 
mMng from me; hot withom equivocation tell me whatsoever 
tfaois haais doae, that thou mayest receive forgiveness from our 
Laid }<iaua Christ* Behold his image before us: I am only a 
wttaesa to tesdfy before him whatever thou shalt say to me: 
bat if diou concealest any thing from me, thou shalt have dou- 
ble ain» Attead, therefore, since thou art come for medicine, 
that thou goest not away unhealed. Begin to amend thy life 
' by God^s help, and return not to thy former sins; for christian's 
oi^ht to be true and just in all their dealings. To which end, 
may God grant you his grace ! 

PRAYER. 

O God our Saviour, who by thy prophet Nathan didst de« 
flare thy forgiveness to David, when he repented of his sins; 
and didst receive the repenting prayer of Manasseh; accept 
with thy wonted compassion this thy servant, who repenteth 
him of his sins; and overlook whatsoever he hath committed, O 
dioa whose property if is to forgive iniquities, and to pass over 
Oaaflgressions! For thou Lord hast said, I have no pleasure 
in the death of a dinner, but rathet that he should be converted 
and live! And thou dost forgive offences even until seventy 
dmea aeven* Thy mercy is incite, as thy goodness is incom- 
pteheaaible* If thou shouldest be extreme to mark what is 
done amisa, who could abide it? For thou art the God of peni- 
Icnls; and to thee we offer up our praise, to the Father, and to 
die Son, and to the Holy Ghost, now and for ever, even unio 
aDecemity* 
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ABSOLUTION. 

May Jesus Christ our Lord God, through his grace, bounty, 
and love to mankind, forgive thee, my child, all thy ains! 
Amen. 

At the end of the absolutioii, the priest signs him with the 
cross, and the penitent kissing' the holy gospels, and the cruet* 
fix, departs. 

Having brought you to confession, I will now leave you to 
reflect on so solemn a rite; promising that when you next 
see my hand it shall be to lead you to the altar; not to your 
own espousals, but to be a witness of the awful ceremon3^iised 
in Russia to tie the gordian knot of weal of wo. Meanwhile, 
farewel. 



LETTER IX. . 

St. Petenburghy September, 1805. 

THE matrimonial service in the Greek church need only 
be seen, to establish in your mind the conviction of its 
antiquity. At every step you recognise a few of the Jewish 
rites, mingled with many ceremonies which the ancient Ro- 
mans borrowed from Greece. The hymeneal torch, chaplets 
of roses; the sacred cup and veil, all are here. How long the 
service has borne its present form in Rusisia, deeper antiqua- 
rians than I must determine; but certainly these are evident 
traces of its pagan orig^. Nor was it unnatural, nor indeed 
blamable, in the early pro8el3rtes to Christianity, though they 
ceased to invoke Venus, Hymen, and Juno, at their nuptiab, 
yet to retain the innocent emblems of the pure flame of con-- 
nubial love; and of those joys, blooming like flowers; and 
which would leave a sweet remembrance, like die still balmy 
fragrance of their fading garlands. 

The ceremonies of the Greek marriage are three. They 
were formerly celebrated as distinct ofices, at certain intenrals 
of time; but now they are usually passed through at once. 
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The first office is called that of the espousals or betrothing. 
The pxrties pledge themselves to be true to each other by the 
interdiange of rmgs. Anciently the man received a gold one, 
and the woman a silver i but now both rings are gold. The 
priest before whom the vows are made presents lighted tapers 
to the contracting pair; which answer to the nuptial torch of 
the heathens, and must mean the same. The ceremony takes 
phtce in the church, and usually in the evening. The liturgy 
bemg said, the priest standing within the nave (or as the Rus- 
siaoscaHit, the trapeza\ places the parties who* come to be 
tvlrothed before the door which leads into the sanctuary (or, 
tt we denominate it, the choir). Two rings are laid on the 
^hotjr table. The priest makes the sign of the cross three times 
upon the heads of the couple, and then touching their foreheads 
vidi the lighted tapers, presents one to each. The benediction 
usmiediately follows, and a few short prayers, ending with— r 

^ Lord our God, who from among the gentiles didst os- 
pxise thy church as a chaste virgin, bless these espousals, and 
join and preserve these thy servants in peace and concord." 

The priest then takes the rings, and gives one to the man and 
the other to the woman, saying, 

'^The servant of God is betrothed to the handmaid of God^ 
ia die name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
(^host, now and for ever; even unto ages of ages." 

fepeadng this to each of them thrice, he signs them on the 
fonhead with the rings, and puts them on the fore-finger of 
^ right hafid of each. The espoused couple then exchange 
^r rings; and die priest dismisses them widi a long and 
htaoflnl prayer, wherein he remarks on the holy betrothment 
^^ Rebecca to Isaac, when the servant of Abraham, after 
tnvi^iilg into a far country to seek a bride for his master's son, 
iM with her, and as a pledge of her future nuptials put upon 
herhand a gold ring. 

The second rite, which is properly the marriage/is called the 
^^rtmonial ccronaticitj from the circumstance of crowning the 
Wdeand brideghxxn. 'This is done to denote their triumph 
^er all inegidBr desires; and from an idea that all is not quite 
*o regular wif|i tboie who enter into a second marriage, it is 
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iMiuify osuted at sudft aiipttala. A tUrdmarmgeisdetmed 
ptxy acftodalous; and a fourth, absolutely uBla«fuI» Formal^ 
the crowDa were ehapletoof flowers, bui now tbey are generaUy 
of gold or silver, and olteo very elegantly embeUishad* 

The parties having been betrothedt enter the laiyctnairy vilh 
lighted tapera in- their handa; the priest* preceding widk the 
censer, and singing^ along with the choristers, the nuptial 
ptalm^ begMming with, ^^ Bleesed are all they that few the 
Lord." 
^ He then addresses the bridegroom. 

^^ Hast thou a good and unrestrained will and firm intenlwi 
to take unto thee to wife this woman whon thou seest befinre 
Ihee?" 

The man replies in the affirmative; and the same <|uestioa is 
aeked of the bride. On a similar response, the priest inquires 
whether they have before pledged their faith to any others; being 
answered in the negative, he gives them the holy benedkationi 
and proceeds with many fine psayers for their future 1 
in each other, and virtuous lives. At die end oi the third i 
^atkm ibe priest takeathe crowns and places one on the bride^ 
groom's head, saying, 

*^The servant of God is crowned for the handflsaid of God, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

The other he puts on the bride's head with the same wavda; 
and repeats the benediction three times, saying, 

^ O Lord our God crown them with g^ry and honotm* Thou 
hast put crowns of precious stones vfon dirir heads! Tkeqr 
asked of thee life, and thou gavest it to them; and thou wite 
give them die Uesfting of eternal life: thou will make ^Mssa 
g)ad with the joy of thy oouatenaiioe." 

Then is read Saint Paul's fiunous epistle on the duties ^ 
marriage. Several more prayers are said, mad portions oi a^ip* 
ture. The cup is brought, and blessed by the priest^ who gives 
it thrice; fintt to the anan and then to the woman. After ijrttich 
be takes them by the hand, attended by tha paranyao^^ii (tlw 
bridemen and maids), in a pxdoossioA round a circtthMr spot 
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dH«eikwivlitt»iiKg imm weit to ca«t. Tiie& taUag «ff Ao 
MfegRXMB*s crowii^ he sayt, 

'^BtthoaaMgiiiiied^ O bridegroom! m Abnhutt* Be thoa 
bkasedailiaac^aiid mtiltiplied as Jacob; waUdngmprace^and 
jKribrnaiigthe commandnieiits of God in righteousneaa!" 

And taking off tke bride's, he addresses her in a shnilar 

BHDBS]*» 

^ fie dnu magmfied, O bride! as Sarah. Be tfaoo j<^r<tii as 
Bebeoia, a&d mukiptied as Rachel; delighting in thine own 
bafasDd, and observing the bounds of die law according to the 
IMtpkaMureefGodi" 

Bt oaadiides with the fistlowing prayer. 

^ God, our G6d^ who was present in Cana of Galltlee, 
nd Adst gitretfajr blessing to the marriage there, bless these ^ 
tkf temnts, wbo bj^ thy providence are joined in the felbw- 
lUptf matrimony; bless their going oat and their coming in; 
npinisiithenrlife widi good things; receive their crowns indiy 
I m g dam ; preserve them undefiled, blameless, and free from 
aHBes, far ever and ev«r«" 

The compai^ then congratnlate the parties, who salute each 
others ad the priest gives the holy dismission, whiclr finishes 
tbeceremosqr* 

lift third rite is diat of i6s9ohinff the croxwu. It takes 
phce oa the eighth day. The service is very short, containing 
lidemore than the foUowing prayer. 

^ Lord our God, who base blessed the crown of the year, 
wA h s t app ointed these crowns to be puton the heads of those 
ihs are joined together in the bonds of matrimony, thereby 
Kvsniing their continence, inasnrnch i» they are joined in the 
^rity cf wedlock aoc<Hrdmg to thy institadon; give thy bless* 
iagaidiisaew married couple at the dissolvingof their crowns^ 
ttd preserve Aeir union undivided: that they may alwa}^ give 
ikasks nmo thy name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
Ae Htkf Ghost, now and for ever, unto ages of ages*'' 

After tUs, Ae bride aaay be conducted to the bridegroom's 
kaseiihey lieingnowmade one in heart, soul^ and body~-*at 
bM,«iicbia the ^consommathm devoutly to be wished!" 

On the perusal of the whole of this service, I prefer its prin«> 
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ciple before diat used ki the Eng^Mi church on the saane oeca- 
ftioii. Here, we do not meet with vows of an everiasting love; 
a vow wMdi is in no person's own power to keep. We may 
Mfbly swear to esteem worth; worth as naturally produchig e»* 
teem, as the blossom the firuit» But love is a stnu^pe mysterjr; 
weean eacpiain it only in part; and we all know that none of us 
can command it to live or die at our pleasure. Hence, vows of 
truth and fidelity are all for which we can pledge ourselves; and 
those are always in our power to keep, as every man may com^ 
mand his own moral actions. The Greek ritual goes no further; 
all which we swear to do, in the church of England, heiag 
prayed for in that of Russia, to enaUe us to do. And besides, 
were the Eng^h marriage vows to be adhered to in all things, 
the redress, which the law holds forth to as irgured wife or 
husband, would be impossible. Do not both parties swear be* 
fore God, ^*to have taken each other to have and to hold from 
thitt day forward, for better for worse^ for richer for poorer, ia 
sickness and in health to lave and to cherish till death do. them 
part''' Surely then, however tpor^r either party^ may become 
all pleas of separation are stopped at the source. No ill usage, 
BO ill ccmduct, after such an ei^gement,can render lawfol the 
putting away of the wife or husband. All these unreasonsbie 
pledges are avoided in the Greek ritual^ and hence it interferes 
not widi either the law of nature, or the law of the land. 

Having dismissed a cerensony which leads to the hauH oj 
j^ladne$B^ I shall now change my subject and conduct you to- 
wards that of mourning* The wise man saith, ^^ Blessed sie 
they that enter thereb, for the virtues are watered with tears. 
I believe it is true. AiBittions make them strike root; and suc- 
ceeding joys, like sun beams, draw them up to luxuriance and 
usefulness. On the strength of this opmion I shall bring you » 
witness the office of the holy oiL 

It is administered to the sick from the authority of this pas- 
sage in St. James. 

'^ Is any sick among you, let him call for. the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save Ac 
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flck, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have commit- 
ted sins, they shall be forgiven him." 

Seven or three priests are sufficient to officiate at this cere- 
mony, which is so fer different from the Romish extreme mic- 
tion, that it may be bestowed on any degree of illness; and is 
Dot'held back as die last passport to the other world. This is 
meant to heal the duiferer, not to embalm him. I shall describe 
k as performed by seven priests, either in the church, or at the 
invalid's house. 

A table being placed, a dish of wheat is set upon it, and up- 
on the wheat an empty lamp is deposited to receive the holy 
(»!, vhich is usually taken from the consecrated lamps before 
the image of Jesus; and having been there, it is considered 
as doubly hallowed. Seven small twigs (the number of the 
priests who are to use them), are bound together with a piece 
of cotton, and stuck in the wheat. The holy gospel is laid upon 
i^ and a taper is given to each priest. Seven of them stand 
reond the table. The first takes the censer, and incenses the 
able in every part; and also all the persons who are present. 
Then standing at the table, and looking towards the east, he 
Messes God and petitions for his mercy. Many prayers follow, 
atddressed to the Father, the Son, and the Virgin, in which a 
Messing is invoked to accompany the application of the oil, and 
to heal die patient from his infirmities and froin sins. The first 
priest then takes one of the twigs, and dipping it in the holy 
(h1) annoints the sick person crossways on the forehead, the 
nostrils, the breast, the mouth, the chest, and both sides of the 
Ittods; saying^ a long prayer addressed to the Divine Persons 
as almighty; and to the Saints as mediators. The second priest 
tikes another twig and repeats the ceremony with other prayers ; 
^ in like manner, and with like invocations, follow the 
other priests imtil the seventh has finished. At this conclusion,. 
tlie nek man, if he be able, stands or sits in the midst of the 
priests; but in case of his being too weak, they stand around 
his bed, and the first priest opening the gospel, with the letters 
downwards, places it upon the invalid's head. He then utters a 
prayer over it; and raising it again, presents it to the man to 

K 
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kiss. More mvocattoas are added by all the piiests, and the be- 
nediction is given in these words: 

** Christ our true God, through: the prayers of his most ho- 
nourable mother, of his honourable and life-giving cross, of 
the holy glorious apostle James, first bishop of Jerusalem, and 
brother of all saints, heal, pardon, and bless thee!" 

The sick person bows his head and repeats, *^ Bless me a 
sinner!'' after which the benediction is repeated; the priests 
depart, and he lays him down in peace* 

It is remarkable that the ceremonies us^sd at burying the 
dead are nearly the same with all people. Heathen, Jew, and 
Christian have similar rites, as if one voice dictated to all the 
religious observances due to the remains of our kindred mor- 
tals. On a man breathing his last in Russia, the first office is to 
close his eyes and mouth; the next is washing the body with 
water; and then the priest is sent for to perfume the deceased 
with incense. It is performed with prayers and h3anns. Bat 
persiHis of rankare solicitous to cany this pious rite yet further; 
and when the body is placed in the coffin, a succession of 
priests attend it day and night, with tapers burning, chanting 
hymns, and reading portions of the holy scriptures. When 
the time of watching is expired, and all things are ready for the 
interment, the relations are then called together who are to 
appear as mourners, and bear up the pall. But before the coffin 
is closed, the ceremony of the kiss must be performed, which 
is the last act of respect to the body. The priests first, and then 
the relations and friends take their farewel of the deceased, 
either by kissing himself or the coffin. The order of the, burial 
service is as follows. 

After the priest has poured forth his incense from the holy 
censer upon the corpse and the persons present, he then gives 
the benediction, and the choristers chant the response: 

" O our Saviour, let the soul of thy servant rest with the 
$pirits of just men made perfect; and grant him that blesi^ed 
life which is with thee, O thou lover of mankind! O Lord, let 
the soul of thy servant find peace in thy peace, where all thy 
ftainte repose. Thou art God, didst descend into Hades, and- 
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delivered those diat were bound. Do thou. Lord, give r^t to 
the soul of thy servant!^ 

Hie coflEin is then carried into the church, the priest going 
hehxt with a lighted taper, and the deacon with the 'censer. 
Th& procession stopping, and the body being set down in the 
sanctuary, the ninety-first psalm is sung-in the most solenm 
tones. After this follow other anthems with prayers, some of 
which, from their beauty and exquisite pathos,! shall transcribe. 
The first was composed by John Damascene, usually called 
John the Monk. 

^ What pleasure of life is unmixed with torrow? What 
{^ory upon earth is of long continuance? All are more fleeting 
Aan a shadow, all more deceitful than a dream! In one moment 
death snatclieth all away. But, O Jesus, in the light of thy 
countenance, in the beauty of thy holiness, g^ve peace to him 
whom thou hast chosen, for thou art the lover of mankind. 

*^ Behold the struggles of the departing spirit when separating 
from the body! How does she lament, and thei;e is none to have 
mercy upon her! Does she turn her eyes to angels? She sup- 
pUcates in vain. Does she stretch her hands to men? There 13 
none to help. Let us then consider the shortness of life , and 
from^ Christ alone seek peace for our departed brother, and 
mercy for our own souls. 

^ AU things are vain which cannot survive the grave. Will 
riches survive, or will glory attend us beyond the tomb? Death 
approacheth, and all these vanish away. Therefore, let us cry 
unto Jesus the immortal king, to give repose to him who is de- 
parted, and to place him in the habitation of the jo}r£al. 

" Where are the aflfections of the world? Where the vain 
dream of earthly delights? Where gold and silver? Where the 
multitude and din of attendants? Look on this coffin, behold 
diis narrow grave! all here is dust, all ashes: the vanities of life 
tre a shadow, and have passed away. Come then, let us im* 
plore the immortal King. O Lord, vouchsafe thy blessings to 
thjr departed servant, and grant him reposein thine everlasting 
kingdom. 

•* Thy word, O Lord, created me. Thoii didst endow me 
with a visible and an 'Invisible nature. Thou didst form mv 
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body of the clay, and inspired my soul by thy divine and quick* 
ening spirit. Therefore, O Christ! g^ve life to thy servant in 
thy rest for ever. 

^' I weep and lament when I consider death and thoSe who 
are laid low in the grave; when I behold that body which was 
created after the image of God, deformed and inglorious! But 
our Redeemer liveth; and through his might, what is sown in 
corruption shall rise up incorruptible* Truly then we may say^ 
blessed is the Lord who maketh us partakers of his kingdom." 

After several short prayers for the pardon and beatitude of 
the deceased, the following is chanted, as if addressed by the 
dead to those around. 

^^ Brethren, friends, kinsmen, and acquaintance; view me here 
lying breathless, motionless, bereft of all that made me lovely 
in your eyes! But yesterday, we conversed together, we looked 
on each other; and now death hath sealed my lips, and closed 
my lids foe ever. Come near all who Ibved me, and with a last 
embrace, pronounce the last fareweL No longer shall I sojourn 
with you, no more will you hear the sounds of my voice. To 
the Judge I go who is no respecter of persons; the master and 
the slave; the sovereign and the subject; the rich and the poor; 
all are alike before him; and according to their deeds and his 
mercy shall they be put to shame or to honour. Therefore, let 
.me intreat, and beseech you all to pray earnestly unto Christ 
our God that I may not be tormented with the wicked accord* 
ing to my sins, but be received into the light of life!" 

When this appeal is sung with all the pathos of religious . 
melody, I cannot conceive any thing more solemn and affecting. 
The dead body of one we love, lying before us; his graces and 
imperfections laid low in the grave: nothing seems alive but 
our own grief, and his conscious soul trembling before the AU« 
perfect God. We hear him cry for our prayers! Such an adju>* 
ration strikes against the heart with a force imutterable. The 
next invocation is not less impressive. It is delivered by the 
priest. 

" Come, my brethren, let us give our last farewel to our de- 
ceased brother, giving thanks to God! He hath now forsakea 
his kindred and approacheth the grave; no longer mindful of 
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vanity, or the cares of the world. Where are now his kindred 
and his friends? Behold they are aow divided from him! O 
what a separation, my brethren! What lamentation accompa- 
nies this hour! Approach, embrace him who lately was as one 
of yourselves! He is now delivered up to the grave; he is 
covered with a stone; he sojoumeth in darkness, and is buried 
annong the dead. He is separated from his kindred and friends. 
Every sinful connexion with life and vanity is now dissolved. 
The spirit hath forsaken her mansion: the clay is ({isfigured^ 
die vessel is broken. We carry a speechless, motionless, sense- 
less iKxiy to the grave: let us intreat the Lord to grant him 
repose! 

** What is life? a flower, % vapdur, the early dew'of the morn- 
iDg! Approach therefore, with attention contemplate the grave. 
Where is now the graceful form? Where is youth? Where is 
the brightness of the eye, where the beauty of the complexion? 
AH are withered like grass, all are^ vanished. Come, and let 
us with tears fall down before the pitying Jesus! 

** £ife is a shadow that departeth, a dream of error, the fruit- 
kss labour of imagined existence. Let us fly from the corruption 
of the world, that we may inherit the eternity of heaven! 
Come hither, O ye descendants of Adam! S^e, humbled in the 
dost, a man like ourselves; divested of his comeliness, con-* 
sumed by worms in the grave; perishing in darkness, and 
covered with earth! When the awful angels have severed the 
spirit from the body, then the ties of earth are no longer re- 
meaibeTed; then the future judgment alone engages our atten- 
tion. Let us then supplicate the Judge, and beseech him to 
forgive the sins of our departed brother! 

" Come hither, my brethren, and view the dust and ashes of 
which we are formed! Whither arc we goin'g? What shall we 
become? Who is poor? or who is rich? who is master, or who is 
free? AH, all are ashes! The bloom of the countenance wither- 
etfa; and the blossom of youth is cut down by death. How vain 
and perishing are all the pleasures and dignities of life! for, we 
must all decay and die. Kings and princes, judges and poten- 
tates, the rich and poor, all are human nature, and sink into 
the dust. Sec! all the members of the once vigorous body now 
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motionless in death!. The eyes which were once so intelligent^ ^ ' 
are closed; the feet are bound; the hands, clods of clay; extinct i^ 
is the sense of hearing; and the tongue locked up in silence! I^ ^^ 
are delivered up to the grave; all human things are vanity! j ■,. 

" Hearken, O thou mother of the sun that never sets! Th6tt . 
parent of the blessed Jesus, we beseech thee intercede with dy ^ 
Divine Son, that he who is departed hence may enjoy repoie 
with the souls of the just made perfect! O, our Saviour Christ, [^ 
let the soul of thy servant rest in peace in thy kingdom!^' 

Then the priest, turning towards the body of the deceased, ^ 
says: ' 

" May thy memory endure ,for ever, O, our brother, who "" 
art worthy to be blessed and to be had in remembrance!*' 

The choir repeats the same thrice; and after that the priest ^ 
pronounces the absolution, through ** the mediation of Jesus ' 
Christ,'' aloud. The corpse is then laid into the grave, while 
the funeral anthem to the Trinity is sung over it. When it is ^ 
lowered^inCo the earth, the priest takes a shovel of dust and 
casteth it crossways upon the coffin, saying, 

" The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the round ' 
world, and they that dwell therein.'^ ' 

After which he pours oil out of the lamp, and scatters some 
Incense on the lid. The grave is then covered in; and the cere- 
mony ends with a prayer to the Saviour for the rest and eter- 
nal happiness of the deceased. 

; A vulgar opinion has gone abroad, that in the Greek church 
it is usual to put into the coffin with dead persons a writing 
called a passport to heaven. This idea is a mere fable. A pa- 
per oftea is placed in the hands of the deceased when they go 
to the grave; but it is i'ather a confession of their misdeeds, 
than any license to carry them into the presence of their offend- 
ed God. I shall give you the petition or confession; as I con- 
ceive its spirit to be as pious as the prayer is finely composed* 

** O thou Creator and Preserver of all, God the Father, God 
the Son, God the Holy Ghost, in three persons, but one god- 
head, substance, and essence ; who art incessantly praised by 
all creatures; who by thy holy will, foreknowledge, immeasura- 
ble goodness, and inexpressible wisdom, didst create me ako 
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thf MTVintXthe name of the deceased] to glorify thee, O Lord 
mj God, to celebrate thy holy name, gratefully to thank thee 
far thy mercy, and to endeavour by all virtues to attain thine 
I eveifasting kingdom. But, O divine Trini^, I have tinned 
l^pittt thee, I have offended thy holiness, I have broken thy 
loommandments during my life, and have not preserved, as I 
loogfat, thy image and likeness existing within me. I have de* 
|fled my soul and body by all manner of sins ; 'and by wicked 
ons have moved thee to wrath. But though I have been 
^deceived by the vanities of the world, yet O Lord, have I not 
j cast myself wholly from thee, my creator, my life, my joy, my 
\ liope and my salvation. And now my days being limited by thy 
I power, I willingly resign them. My soul separates itself from 
j my corruptible body, which, when it seemedi good unto thee, 
i ihall with this body rise again to life immortal; which consum- 
mation I hope for, from thy goodness and mercy, according to 
the faith of our holy religion; and because thou didst suffer for 
our salvation. I am terrified with fear lest the torments of the 
wicked should be inflicted upon me for the sins I have com- 
mitted^against thee; wherefore, O immortal King, and my God, 
I pray unto thee with my latest breath that thou wouldst for* 
pve all my sins from my youth up until now; for thou art my 
God and my creator. I believe in thee, I hope in thee. By thy 
righteous judgment save me, O Lord, and vouchsafe unto me 
Ay heavenly kingdom* Thou, O Jesus Christ, didst become 
nan for our sakes; gfant that we may be delivered from suffer- 
mg and sin. By thy grace I was bom and educated in the or- 
Aodox christian faith, and in the wisdom of the only holy eas* 
tern church. I beseech thee, O Lord, judge me according to 
diis christian faith, and not according to my works. By thta 
iaith of the Iioly church, and of all orthodox christians who are 
gone before, I earnestly beg for mercy, forgiveness, and remis* 
sion of all my offences. And in this faith I come unto thee, O 
Lord, without doubt. And at the separation of my soul from 
my body, I beseech thee to receive my spirit into thine hands; 
and according to thy mercy admit me into thine everlasting 
habitation? Amen." 
The Russians have no idea of purgatory, yet the natural love 
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which mclinee them to prolong the memory of a deceased friend 
has made them establish services in commemoration of the dead 
to be celebrated at the grave, or in the church, on the thirds 
ninth, and fortieth day after his death; also on the anniversary 
of that event, as long as the mourners live to see it performed. 
Having brought you to this meditation on the end of our time, 
I shall bid you a temporary farewel, with as sincere a benedic- 
tion as ever passed from the lips of priest or bishop. God bless 
you in weal or wo, in sickness or in health, in life or death! 
Ever yours, &c. &c. 



LETTER X. 

St. Petersburgh, September, 1805. 

I HAVE Undertaken a very intricate matter, that of initiat«> 
ingyou ipto all the mysteries of the Greek church: and, petiiaps, 
I shall execute my enterprise so clumsily as to be easily dis- 
covered to be no better a novice than the daring Clodius; and so 
share the same fate that he did at the rites of the bona dea^ be 
hooted forth for ray impertinence. And yet, my good friend, if 
that should be your decree, I shall take it as rather ungrateful: 
in asking me to penetrate these mysteries, you send me into 
the temple; and if I am debarred from inspecting the Holy of* 
Holies, or deemed sacrilegious for having touched the ark at 
all, you must not unite in the cry against such presumption, by 
blaming me for not carrying the whole of the fabric by storm. 

Much time is required, much reading, and many conversa- 
tions with the intelligent ministers of the Greek church, to gain 
any correct idea of its institutions. The books which relate to 
its services in Russia are numerous, and all in the Sclavoniaa 
language. That tongue being almost obs<dete, very litde of the 
service is understood by the congregation; but believing that 
«Uis orthodox which the priest utters, they repeat at the end of 
every prayer the usual response, " Lord have mercy upon us!'* 
and dross themselves with the most unreserved faith. 
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The ceremony of crossing is done by touching the forehead 
first, then die breast, then the right shoulder, then the left, and 
90 making the sign of the cross. In this action, the thumb with 
the fore and middle fingers must be bent together, to represent 
Ac sacred number of three. This is called the reverence. The 
great reverence ia to prostrate themselves so low as to beat 
their foreheads on the ground. 

Both in monasteries and in parish churches, service is per- 
fcrmed thrice a day, under the names of vespers, matins, and 
the liturgy. The service of each particular day begins in the 
eveoing of the preceding one. This usage is founded on that 
passage in Genesis; ^^ And the evening and the morning were 
the first day.'' The greatest part of the duty consists in psalms 
and hymns; they are not all of them sung, but generally de- 
livered in rather a monotonous recitative. No musical instru* 
meats are admitted into tii&^reek chiirch. The early christians 
abogether disallowed them, as partaking of Judaism; and the 
Greeks continued the prohibition. It is said that Marinus 
Sanatus, about the year 1290, was the first who introduced 
organs into the Latin chiu-ch; and so fond am I of their ^^ peal- 
ing DOtes,'^ that I think the Romans much obliged to him. We 
have adopted the practice in our protestant church with happy 
eSect Indeed, though I esteem the devotion of the heart as 
the only true devotion, yet I would not have it bestowed alone. 
There is something niggardly to the Giver of all good, in wor* 
flipping hind with as bare a homage as possible. As he gave 
as an the powers we possess, I would have their first fruits 
dedicated to his honour. With my will, all the arts should 
ningle their labours to decorate his temples: and that such de- 
votion of them is not despised by the Most High, may be 
gathered from the plan given to Moses for building the taber- 
oacle. 

But to retora to the Greek ritual. I shall begin in order, 
vith the vespers, and give you a sketch of the service. You 
vin perceive, by the frequent mention of the change of place of 
Ae officiating ministers, that the ceremony must have rather a 
&eatrical air. As most days in the year are dedicated to some 

t; to in every day's service there is some reference made 

L 
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'to the holy personage whose name marks it in the catendar. 
The vespers begin before sun set. The priests standing before 
die royal doors, which are those that lead into the sanctum • 
sanctorum, gives the benediction; then several short prayers are 
repeated, which are immediately followed by seveA longer 
ones, called the lucems. The priest comes forth from a door 
on the north side of the sanctum sanctorum, and offers up peti* 
tions for the people and the state. Psalms or hymns are then 
sung; and an invocation addressed to the saiojt of the day. A 
hymn to the Virgin succeeds, and a prayer to her Divine Son ftr 
his grace: at that moment the royal doors are thrown open, and 
the deacon, holding the censer, comes forth, followed by the 
priest, and the clerks bearing lighted tapers. The priest gives 
the benediction; after which the deacon incenses the holy table 
and exclaims, ^^ Wisdom stand up!'* The priest and deaeon 
then return into the altar (or sanctum sanctorum), the doors 
are closed on them, and an anthem is sung. The words are so 
beautiful that I cannot but repeat them. 

^^ O Jesus, thou most gentle light of the sacred glory of the 
Immortal Father! we being now come to the setting of the 
sun, and seeing the evening light that fades to relume again^ 
sing the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, God. Hiou art 
worthy at all times to be praised by the voices of the pious, O 
Son of God; therefore the world g^orifieth thee!'' 

In the meantime, while this and other hymns are sung, the 
priest reappears, and standing before the congregation with 
his hands crossed upon his breast, makes his devout rever* 
ences and retires. The deacon then comes forth from the nozth 
door, and repeats several prayers for the sovereign and die 
church. The choristers sing the song of Simeon. And after 
more invocations to Jesus and the Virgin, the priest pro« 
nounces the following: 

^ O Lord, grant us, now retiring to sleep, respose both of ' 
body and soul; and protect us from sinful dreams, and th» 
'sensuality of the night and darkness. Assuage our unmly af* 
fections; quench the fiery darts of the wicked, which are 
treacherously thrown against us; repress the seditions of our 
flesh; and lay our earthly and woiidly thoughts asleep. Give 11% 
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O Lord, quickness of iindersUndiog, purity of thought, sobriety 
ofhevt^ and temperate sleep, free from all the illusions of 
Sataa; that we may arise at the hour of prayer confirmed in thy 
commandmentiB, and have the remembrance of thy j.udgment$ 
strongly infixed in us: and grant that glorifying thee in the 
nig^t, we may bless thee for ever more!'' With the benediction 
ends this service of the vespers. 

The matins, which are celebrated at break of day, are on the 
same plan with the vespers, only praying for that almighty 
■gnidance through the day, which has so mercifully preserved 
ibem 'during the night* I shall not therefore detain you with 
any particular description of this duty, but proceed to notice 
die liturgies, or communicm services, of this church. 

In Russia there are three liturgies, which are used occasion-* 
aSLyi Saint Chrysostofn\ which is in ordinary use; Saint BasiPs^ 
-for particular days; and thatof the/rr^anc^f/?e^, performed in 
tbe great fimst before Easter. St. Basil's is the most ancient, it 
being composed by him when he was bishop of Cssarea, and 
considered as the fint liturgy that ever was committed to writ- 
ing. It was adopted by the church of Constantinople before 
Sflont Chrysostom wrote his for that diocese. As the church of 
Rttsaia took her ritual from that of Constantinople, like it, she 
uses both communion services X>n different days. St. Gregory 
is supposed to be the author of the presan€tified office; so 
named because it is celebrated on the Wednesdays, or Fridays 
in Lent, with those elements which have been consecrated on 
the preceding Sunday* 

The communicants in the Greek church receive the holy 
bread standing; and every person is obliged, by a civil decree, 
tn take it at least once a year; which is usually done in the fast 
befme £aster, neglecting it ever aftervrards till that stated time 
comes round again. However, though they do not communi- 
cate, they are very eager to attend thte liturgy, or hearing man 
as it is called, which is performed every day. The offertory is 
a service that preceds the liturgy; intended as the preparation 
of the eleaoeats, and the opportunity for the congregation to 
lay they^ offerings on the akat of the Lord* Its directions are 
as fcdlow: 
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The pricBt who is to oiBciate must be at peace wkfa die 
world, and guard his heart against the admission of any im-. 
pure thought. He enters the church, and being joined by the 
fdeacon, they make three reverences eastward before the 
•holy' doors. They pay 'the same homages to the image of 
Jesus, kissing it with great solemnity; and also to that of the 
Virgin Maxy. After this they bow to the two chorusses which 
stand on each side, and then proceed to the altar* During 
these transactiojns many appropriate prayers are said. Being 
come within the sanctum sanctorum they bow thrice before 
the holy table, kiss it, and the gospel which is laid upon it, 
and again bowing repeat each 1 prayer in a low voice. The 
priest then puts on several additional vestments, smd approach^ 
'ing the protkesia (a second altar) places the sacred vessels m 
order, setting the dbh on the right hand, and the chalice oa 
the left. He takes the bread in his left hand, and the holy 
spear in his right, and with the spear signs the bread with the 
cross. He then thrusts the spear into the bread, praying over 
it the whole time. The deacon pours mingled wine and water 
into the chalice. The bread is cut into portions, and arranged 
in a very curious manner upon the dish; every piece having a 
particular invocation said over it* This done, the deacon puts 
incense on it, and the priest covers it with the holy veiL The 
like respect is paid to the wine; and then the deacon, making 
his reverence, withdraws through the north door, the ipyal 
doors being kept close till the celebration of the mass. 

When the liturgy is to be performed, the deacon enters from 
the royal doors, with the priest; and with him goes through a 
great many holy bowings to the altar, the image of Jesus, and 
the Saints. Many prayers are also repeated and bymna aungi 
till they come to the administering of the eucbarist. 

The priest taking up the sacred dish that contains thelyread, 
sets it upon the deacon's head, in the manner of the Athenian 
virgins, who at the festivals of Minerva used so to carry 
the baskets of <^erings to the altars of the goddess* As I re* 
marked before, besides this you may observe many customs 
which the christian Greek church has borrowed from the 
pagan* The deacon thus charged, gQC$ forward hoUtng.the 
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censer, and the priest bearing the chaKce, preceded by tapers, 

tnarch in solemn pomp round the chtirch. Short prayers are 

repetted durrag this procession till the priest and deacon re« 

entering the holy doors, stand there uttering further invoca- 

tioos. They then incense the dish and the cup; and kissing 

them, with a fan drive away any fiies which may approach. 

They prostrate themselves before the holy elements; a second 

time hicetise the table, repeating prayers for the living, and 

dianksglving for the dead in Christ. The priest and deacon 

then take the holy bread and wine, eating and drinking it with 

great devotion. The congregation draw near, one tifter the 

odier, bowing and holding thehr hands crossed over their 

breasts; and the priest presents to each the piece of bread 

sopped in the wine. This done many more prayers are said 

and minor ceremonies performed; the whole ending with the 

deacon eating up all the holy bread that might have been left; 

pouring the wine in.to a smaller cup, drinking it likewise to the 

last drop, that noc a particle of the elements may be lost. 

There are five orders in the Greek priesthood. Bishops, 
{Hirsts, deacons, subdeacons, and readers which include singers. 
The episcopal order has other distinctions, metropdlitan, arch- 
bishop, and bishop. The two first tides are not attached to any 
particular see, but depend entirely upon the will of the empe- 
ron'-they are merely rank, widi a very little addidon of power, 
as every bishop is independent in his own diocese. The clergy 
aic divided into regular and secular. The former are of the 
SKmBstic order, the latter are of the parochial ministers. The 
gecolar clergy are called papdi (fathers), and their highest 
digMty is that of proio^papa; that is the first priest in a great 
diordk where there are several of the same order. They are 
aBowed to marry once, but never a second time, under pain of 
beiog compelled to quit their holy profession. 

Of 4ie rise and progress of monktsm, from its birth in the 
cast' to its maturity in die Greek church, Mosheim and the 
chaplain to the factory at St. Petersburgh give so 
an account, that I need only speak their language 
you with a pretty correct idea of how this unnatural 
madtt its march round the world. Ths doctrine that 
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the htghCst virtue) and Jhe perfection of human nature, coaiist 
in leading a life of solitude and contemplation, is not less absuid 
than the fancy that celibacy is the best proof of devotion to 
God. *^ Increase and multiply!'' was ^ primary commsoid of 
the Deity; and how the reverse can be one of his allwise man- 
dales too, requires a more experienced casuist than I pretend 
to be, to explain. 

Paul the Hermit, whose life is written by St* Jerome, and 
who lived in the third century, is considered to be the fint 
founder of monastic orders. To avoid the persecution by Dt- 
cius, he fled into the lonely deserts of Thebais; where, it is 
•aid, he.dwelt ninety years, even till he died, subjecting ham- 
self to all the desolations of perfect solitude* It ift, however, 
to be observed, that though this modern Saint Paul is placed 
at the head of the order of hermits, yet that gloomy tnaaoer 
of life was very common in the east from the earliest periods. 
The sultry atmosphere which envelopes that part of the globe, 
by disposing the inhabitants to indolence, is a natural cause of 
that love of retirement and repose, which drove them into 
spots sequestered from business and> from num. Not baring 
energy to be actively good, they esteemed it suflkiently-rir- 
tuous to be able to withdraw from all temptations to wicked- 
ness; from all incitements to lose themselves in the intcarests 
of dieir fellow creatures. To be, or not to ie, seemed the quet' 
tion with them: and not to be with their brethren on earth was 
the same to them as being with the angels in heaven. Hence 
it is not wonderful that a people thus inclined should readily 
embrace the mystic theology which arose at this period. It 
came from the Platonic school, and that favourite doctrine <lf 
its disciplesji that ^'the divine nature is diffused through tA 
human souls." They maintained that silence, tranquiOi^ aad 
bodily mortification, were the only means by which die facnliy 
of reason, the emanation of the Deity in man, could exert itB 
latent principle of virtue and divine wisdom. Forgetting they 
were men, they aspired to be angels at once; and for this pur^ 
pose, that they might neither love nor hate, tempt nor bi 
tempted, they redred into caves and iirildernessea; and there^ 
lost in meditntion,*8ubmitted themselves to all. the privatiom 
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of hnliger and thirst. Bf takbg particular pasaagea-in aeripture 
deladied from the context, they found some arguments to 
foppoittheircauae, and thus defiended solitude and celibacy 
wkh S8 hearty a zeal aa the apoades did the truly reasonable 
doctrioes of love to God and du^ towards our neighbour* 
E(p^ Palastine, and S3rria, were filled by lonely monks and 
sequestered virgins; and the enthusiastic St. Basil brought the 
sme solitary passion into the once social land of Greece. From 
Um most of the monks of Russia name themselves; and for the 
most part foUo w his rules. 

The principal of a monaatery is called either the Archiman- 
drite or the Hegumen; the one is equivalent to abbot or father, 
die other to prior. The punneries are upon the same establish- 
neat; the principal being called Hegumena; and the other 
onimances are on a similar fiumdation. The only essential 
Afoence is, that men may profess themselves monks at thirty 
yean of age; women may not become nuns till they are fifty. 
Yoa win agree with me in approving the latter rule. If a 
•woman be not married before she have arrived at those very 
aatare 3rear8, she may well plead that nature has taken the 
TOWS for her; and so without wrcmg or robbery to the future 
{menttioa auy take on her the veil that is to exclude her 
imi this for . even A convent is then a peaceful asylum. 
Qiikiless, umnatedf cheerless is the existence of moat aged 
fcoudes who are in that situation. Few but mercenaries attend 
iheoidj^of her who is what the world calls ^noldmaid: and 
ioid i^ that service which is only purchased. In my mind the 
Mage of a monastery for these ^^ unappropriated sweets" of 
ovation, is a most desirable estaUiahment; an4 therefore I 
ipplaad that of Russia with my whole heart, ^ut to shut up 
vUiin tbe eternal bonds of vows and impassable walls, the 
JMog, the fair, and the tender, is sacrilege against the first 
h»sof heaven. It takes from man the mate that was made for 
■^;/it deprives the world of many thousand human beings, 
^ hiight have sprung from bosoms now condemned to the 
Wiea pillow of a monaatic cell./ 

These devotees are distinguished into three degrees; the 
Vnba(ti0ners (or. novices), the proficients^ and the perfect. 
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The dress of a probadotier is a black cassoc called rliiesa; «»d 
a jhood, also black, called kamelauch, from being made of 
camel's hair. Proficients wear an upper cloak called the maa- 
dyas or lesser habit, to distinguish it from the great habit, or 
angelic image,, as it is called*. Monastics of this third aad 
perfect degree always wear the hood or veil down; and never, 
after they have assumed it, suffer their faces to be seen. The 
same usages hold, both with the men and women in the 
Russian monasteries. I send you drawings of the monks and 
nuns in the habits of llieir favourite saint, Basil; and kaving 
you to contemplate them, shsdl quit the sacred pall'with this 
oft repeated vow, how truly I am your faithful frietid! 



LETTER XL 

St. Petersburg^, October IW' 
HOW changed is the face of nature since last I addressed 
you! all is frozen; and covered with the chilling snows of winter. 
If the city astonished me when under the glowing tints of aa 
autumnal atmosphere, how much more striking does its present 
pale silvery light make it appear! 

Now indeed this is Russia! every sensation, every pcrccptios, 
confirms the conviction. The natives have suddenly changed 
their woollen kaftans, for the greasy and unseemly skins oi 
sheep. The freezing power which has turned every inanimate 
object into ice, seems to have thawed their hearts and their 
faculties: they sing, they laugh, they wrestle; tumbling about lite 
great bears amongst the furrows of the surroxmding snow. lo 
fact, this season, so prolonged with them, seems more congeim 
with their natures than their short but vivid summer. 

This year the bosom of the Neva was encrusted with ice at 
an unusually early period: it took place on the 14th of the 
present month: but in the September of 15^15 it was shut up by 
a fiost so intense as to become in a few hours safe for carriages 
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tf the heaiviest btirdieiu Soon after the cootunracemeiit of die 
present winter the bridge of boats (which communicates with 
that part of the city built on an island called VassiUy Ostroff), 
wn allowed to swing to the oj^site side of the river, in order 
to permit vast sheets of congealed water to pass forward into 
the gulf. After an early firost followed by a temporary thaw, 
diese masses find their way down the Neva; they come from 
the interior, the lake Ladoga, &c. and proceed with frightful 
veloci^. Sometimes a quick frost arrests these accumulations, 
and renders them in one night safe for conveyances of every 
description. Frequently the ice thus collected does not finally 
dissolve till the escpiration of the ensuing May. In that charm- 
ing month, I am told, summer reappears with the suddenness 
of enchantment; and every thing around seems rather like the 
instantaneous mechanism of an English pantomine, than the 
regular action of the season. 

Far different is the scene at present! Where are now the ex- 
panded waters of the Neva? The gay gondolas and painted 
yachts? The mjrriads of vessels and boats continually passing 
and repassing? All have disappeared: one bleak extended snowy 
.fbun generalizes the views: and scarcely a trace is left to con- 
vey an idea that a river ever glided through the heart of this 
imperial city. The roofs of the palaces, public buildings, and 
private houses, are shrouded in the same pale garb. But no 
objects are so strangely beautiful as the trees which grow in 
several divisions of this metropolis; when divested of their 
'leaves, the repeated coats of snow thickening on their branches, 
form them into the appearance of white cor^ encrusted with a 
kilUant diamond dust. Even the beards of men and horses are^ 
white and glittering with this northern ornaments 

Cold to the Russians, seems to be what heat is to the torpid 
animal; for Petersburgh at this moment presents a prospect of 
much greater busde and activity than during the warmer 
months. The additiooal multitudes, spread in busy swarms 
duoughout every quarter, are inconceivable: sledges, carriages, 
and otber traineau vehicles, cross and pass each other with in* 
credibk velocity. The sensation excited in the eye by the swift, 
transitory movement of so many objects upon the unbroken 

M 



90 TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

glare of the soow, ts painful and Uinding: aii4 you voifjan as 
well determine to fix your sight upon a particular am (at the 
demolition of iu little world), as on one of these figures when 
beholding them from a height. From the fortress tower for in- 
stance; where I have just been beholding a scene as eKtraordi* 
nary to an English eye^ as it is undescribable and amusing. 

You will naturally expect a description of the sledge, a pro- 
minent feature in a Russian view. It is a machine on which 
not only the persons of the people are transported from place to 
place with unparalleled speed, but likewise the product of other 
nations is passed many thousand versts into the interior. The 
sledge is precisely a pair of colossal skates joined together. 
On these (according to die taste of the owner) is erected the 
most agrieeable and convenient carriage which either his purie 
may aferd or his situation claim. The sledges of the humbler 
order are solely formed of logs of wood bound together with 
ropes into the beforementioned shape: on this is an even surface 
of plank or matting, for the accommodation of thentsdves or 
loads* You will see a Russian pair in one of these conveyances, 
amongst my pencil memorandums. The sledges which succeed 
die drojcka (the St. Petersburgh hackney coach), are generally 
very neat, yet always gaudy, being decorated with red, green, 
gold and silver, with spange carved work and uncouth whirli- 
gigs of iron. Their interior is well bespread with damp hay, for 
the iienefit of the hirer, in order to keep his feet uoarnu It is 
so diflkuk to descnbe the precise cut of these vehicles, that I 
must agmn refer you to the more accurate delineation in my 
sketch book. 

The sledge carriage of a prince, or a nobleman, is uncom- 
monly handsome. All its appointments are magnificent; and 
never out of harmony. In it we behold the genuine uncon- 
taminated taste of the country : no bad imiutions of German or 
English coach work are here attempted; all Ls characteristic; 
and a picturesque effect, pecuUaiiy its own, is produced by the 
vehicle itsdf, its furs, its horses, their trappings and the stream- 
ing beards of the charioteers. The nobleman's sledge is built 
cxacUy on the same principle with those of inferior people; only 
differing in the width of the body, which is made to hold two 
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persons. It is wannly lined with rich fiirs; and to prevent the 
lower extremities of the occupier from being cold, has an apron 
(like those of our curricles) formed of gppeen or crimson velvety 
bordered widi gold lace. On a step behind, stand the servants 
vith appropriate holders. This place is often filled by gentlemen 
when accompanying ladies on a sledging paity. 

The horses attached to this conveyance are the pride of the 
opulent. Their beauty and valne are more considered than the 
sledge itself. The excess of vanity amongst the young oflScers 
and nobility here, consists in driving about two animals whose 
exquisite elegance of form, and playfulness of action, attract the 
attention of every passenger. The form of these horses is slight 
and Arabic, possessing the grace of an Italian greyhound with 
a peculiar lightness and looseness of pace. One only, is placed 
in the shafts which never alters its pace from a rapid trot; the 
other is widely traced by its side; and is taught to pace, curvet, 
and prance, in the most perfect taste of a finished manege* 
Their tails and manes sdre always of an enormous length; a 
beanty so admired by the Russians that twenty horses out of 
thirty have false ones. Indeed this custom is so prevalent, that 
freqaendy the most rascally Rosinante and pigmy Fin-galloway 
have long artificial appendages, richly clothed with knots of 
dfat, hanging as low as the ground. 

But to return to the sledge horses. The harness of these 
creatures is curiously picturesque, being studded with polished 
brus or silver, hundreds of tassels, intermixed with embossed 
leather and scariet cloth. These strange ornaments give the 
trappings an air of eastern barbaric splendor, perfectly conso> 
oant with the animal's shape. However, as every carriage in 
Russia (even should it be built in the excesses of the British 
mode), is drawn by horses thus romantically caparisoned, the 
onion is sometimes monstrous: and I have often felt the con- 
tradicdon so forcibly, as to remind me of an absurd sight I 
once saw at home. It was an Indian chief in a London assembly. 
He was decorated with chains, shells, and tiger's teeth, while 
an the spruce, powdered beaux around him were in the extreme 
of European co9tutne. 
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The passion of the Russians for rapid modon, has produced 
the sport called a sledge race. A regular course for that pur- 
pose is kept always smooth, and railed oflF upon the Neva. 
Crowds assemble there to witness the wonderfiil velocity widi 
which thb race is performed. The species of horse used on 
this occasion is aa animal whose swiftest pace is a peculiar sort 
of trot. No race is ever run quicken Indeed the rapidity of 
this is incredible, being not at all inferior to that of a gallop. 
The sledge horses never step out in the usual way, but are 
taught to lift up both legs on the same side, which gives dietr 
motion a singular appearance* By this habit the action of the 
horse's body is doubled, and their speed consequently increased 
twofold. I do not yet know whether regular matches are made; 
or whether the spirit of sport produces bets, Sec. I did not per* 
ceive any symptoms of this species of gambling, nor ^d I 
investigate that important question ; contenting myself with 
surveying the tout ensembie merely as a picture of rude mag- 
nificence. 

The surrounding winter scenery; the picturesque sledges 
and their fine horses; the scattered groups of the observing 
multitude; the superb dresses of the nobility, their fur cloaks, 
caps, and equipages, adorned with coloured velvets and gold; 
with ten thousand other touches of exquisite nature, finished 
the scene, and made u seem like an Olympic game from die 
glowing pencil of Rembrandt. 

I will now give you an idea of the constituent parts of the 
animated objects of this scene. I mean the figures and habits 
of the personage present. The nobility of both sexes, when 
not enveloped in pelisses, appear in our fashions, only a litde 
more a la Franpaise. But it is in the dress of the peasant, the 
simple covering with which the unsophisticated native of the 
snows of Russia shields himself from the cold, that we find the 
. characteristic garb of these northern regions. The head is pro- 
tected from the inclemency of the weather by caps of velvet 
and fur, some round, others square in the Hulan form, or va- 
ried according to the choice of the wearer. A long kaftan of 
blue or brown cloth reaching below the knees, fitting close to 
the shape without any cape, and crossing diagonalljr the breast 
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(bung fastened with cylindrical buttons of brass or white me- 
td till it reaches the bottom of the waist), is the bod3r'8 cover^ 
ing* Round the waist is a sash of crimson worsted net, like 
those worn by British officers. • In this they place their gloves, or 
if diey be labourers, their hatchets* Their necks are completely 
bsre of any other shelter than their hair which hangs down in 
straight locks all around it. Their shirts and trowsers are of 

\ coarse linen striped with either red or blue. Thick swathes 
ef rags are rolled about their legs to keep out the cold, over 
winch they pull a pair of large and ill constructed boots. Those' 
who do not arrive at the luxury of these leathern defences, in* 
crease the swathings to such a bulk by wrappings and cross 

I bandages, that their lower extremities appear more like flour 
sadcs than the legs of men. When thus bulwarked, they stuff 
Aem into a pair of enormous shoes, made very ingeniously 
finom the bark of the linden tree, at the expense of three half- 
pence. Their mode of habiliment undergoes no other alteration 

i during the winter, than perhaps exchanging the kaftan for a 
sheepskin of the same form. This style of dress appertains 
to die commonalty alone, and it is curious to observe how 
closely it resembles that worn by the English in the reign of 
Richard the Second. I, draw my ideas on this subject from our 
monumental remains of that period, when it was usual to com- 
memorate the form of the deceased in the very habit he wore 

I wlien alive. Any one who has considered the old tombs in our 

I cathedrals, or has studied the costume to be seen in many il- 
fauninated manuscripts extant, will not doubt of the fact, but 
immediately perceive that the peasantry of Russia in the nine* 
tecnth century, are contemporaries in fashion with those of 
England in the fourteenth. 

You will necessarily expect that my gallantry cannot over* 
look the personal decorations of the fair ladies of the same de- 
gree of rank: but alas! this race of the lovely sex are such cour 
tndicttons to their usual appellation, that I fear you will think 
me a very uncivil commentator. However, judge for yourself. 
They are generally stunted, clumsy, round faced, small fea- 
Qired, and sallow complexioned. The latter defect they strive 
to remedy by a profusion of paint of various hues, which they 
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daub oh with as litde taate as art. The wives of the lowest 
classes wear a short gown of blue woollen cloth, bound with 
divers colours, most glaringly imitating the rainbow interitn- 
ings on their faces. The wtust is usually fastened by a close 
row of cylindrical buttons. Their heads are ordinarily bound 
with a flowered handkerchief of the gayest pattern, terminating 
beneath the chin. On holidays, a litde front of gold and colour- 
ed stones is added, formed like the diadem of Juno« In the most 
excessive cold this slight coeffure is the only covering for the 
head; but for the shelter of the body^ the ever-valuaUe mi 
customary sheepskin is applied to, in the shape of an English 
peasant's bedgown. Warm stockings and boots are the defence 
for .the legs. 

The W^i ves of mechanics and Russ merchants dres(S with more 
taste and costliness. Their gowns are of rich brocade, and dieir 
heads fantastically adorned with pearls. Their cloaks are shaped 
like the doublet of Sir John FalstaiF, and of the same mate* 
rials; being velvet, either crimson, scarlet, or purple, lined and 
caped witfi sable fur of the most expensive sort. They also 
wear boots, made of leather or velvet, according to the pecu- 
niary ability of the purchaser. Indeed this invention for the 
comfort of the leg is so respected here, that the smallest m- 
fants, just able to crawl, are encumbered sooner with boott 
than with shirts. 

I must not omit to mention one odd custom. As soon as a 
woman enters into the happy state of matrimony, she binds up 
the whole of her haur beneath the dress of her head. In the days 
of her maidenhood she wears it platted, like the Chinese, and 
tied with a bunch of ribbands at the end. I could not l^am the. 
origin of this practice: and like many unaccountable usages w 
other countries, I believe it is now followed merely because it 
is an ancient custom. 

Russia contains but two classes of people, the nobles and the 
slaves. If a third may be admitted (and such a one is rapidly 
creating itself), it will be the merchants. Should we ming^ 
foreigners with the natives, we have then a decided third clws 
already, composed of merchants and other genteel settlers from 
various countries. Including these, with the inhabitants an 
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waUktary of die citf^ I am toid that three hundred tibousaad is 
ncftily the populadon of St. Pet&rsburgh* If we estimate t;he 
diviakms of so mimerous an assemblage, what a multitudiaous 
bodjr must be the slaves* Probably thirty thousand may be the 
MOiiat of the aliens: and if we allow seventy thousand for the 
ooistand the military, then two hundred thousand are the re- 
sidue of the populace, or slaves. These latter people, who are 
Bsiisliy slaves to the crown or the nobles, are universally good* 
tttured, and possess a wonderful ingeniuty and quickness of 
ifpdiension* At present their shrewdness is so apparent in 
bsf^gaias, that if in mafcmg any, you do not comp^ them to 
give written articles of agreement, you may be sure of being 
cheated in every posuble way. A little while ago I spoke of 
tbeir Sptttan modes of speech; I can also pay them the com* 
(ifiment of registering their Spartan mode of action, as a dex^ 
trous theft in the way of overreaching, is regarded by them 
ttthe very triumph of their genius. 

Formerly the whole nation was most lamentably addicted to 
vtbriety; biat the exertions and example of Peter the Great 
toon rooted out this detestable practice from amcmgst the higher 
onkrif and at the same time laid die exterminating ax to 
naqr other vices of similar enormity. However fond the an- 
deat nobility may have been oithenumUing gobkfs sparkling 
jiace^ their modem descendants are the most abstemious with 
Kgard to wine and other strong liquids, I ever met with. 
Dnmkenness is nowhere to be seen but with the lower ranks; 
ttdthey, like the swine in the gospel, have so potently im« 
Ubed the foul fiend, as to be carried headlong to their destruc- 
tioiu During the chilling blasts of winter, when the congealed 
Uood seems to demand some generous cordial to dissolve its 
ngidxty and warm the heart, it is then that we see the intoxi* 
ated native stagger forth from some c^en door, reel from side 
teside, and meet that fate which in the course of one season 
^Eetzes thousands to death. The common career of a poor 
cKSture thus bewildered, is truly distressing. After spending 
ptriu^s his last copeck in a dirty, hot Aaback or public house, 
^ is thrust out by the keeper as an object no longer worthy of 
hn attention. Away the impetus farries him, till he is brought 
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up by the opposite valL Heedless of any injusy he mi^ hive 
sustained by the shock, he rapidly pursues the weight of his 
head, by the assistance of his treacherous heelSf howling dis- 
cordant sounds from some incoherent Russian song; a religioua 
fit will frequently interrupt his harmony, when crossing hiav 
self several times, and as often muttering \m gospodi pomibi^ 
^ Lord have mercy upon us!" he reels forwsurd:- whether these 
devout ejaculaticms may arise from a presentiment of his fate, 
or some faint glimpse of the danger of his situation, I cannot 
pretend to say: but so it is, for a few moments, at differentis- 
tervab; and then he tears the air again with his loud and 
national ditties: staggering and stumbling till his foot slips,and 
that earth receives him, whence a thousand chances are, that 
he will never again arise. He lies just as he fell; »id sings 
himself gradually to that sleep from which he awakes no more. 
Thus, like the heroes on Hohenlinden, the snow becomes his 
windingsheeU and the bitter blast alone now fills the air, no 
kmger agitated by the abrupt murmurs of his fading voice. 

During one severe winter, that so terrible to Europe, in the 
year 1789, terrible to you and me, like any oUier tale of odier 
times, only by tradition; it spent its rage in the careless days 
of our infancy; but, alas, how many storms of the eleoMUtsaod 
of the world have beat upon us since! — But to return. During 
that winter the cold was so inveterate in Russia, that on the 
road between St. Petersburgh and Mosco, not less than favr* 
teen thousand persons perished from its fury. You may imi^ 
gine how ceruin is death to the individual who falls asleep in 
an open atmosphere of twenty-five degrees of frost, when I tell 
you that the birds often drop dead and sti£f from the trees; and 
water reaches the ground in a congealed state when thrown at 
this season from any height. 

As I have not been neglectful of the defence, of my person 
against this allpenetrating enemy; and as my preservatives are 
synonymous with those m general use, I will give you an idea 
of the comfort and graces of my figure when winteriy accoutred. 
On the head is worn a turban-formed cap of sable; a large cloak, 
called a shoub^ with arms, lined throughout with bear, Siboian 
fox, racoon, or other skins, covers the body^ reaching to the 
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lades: it wraps well round the wearer, being well caped and 

tttfed wtd) the fur. A sort of shoes called kangees^ of elk or 

csMd^, rough both within and without, fence the feet. Those 

wKado not use these, wear large leather or velvet boots, flan- 

Mfled or furred, which are drawn over the^ordinary appendages 

to die legs. Tlins habited It is scarcely possible to recognise 

y^at friends, or even to trace out a single lineament of a human 

citttttre. For sooner on the first glance of so strange a figure, 

Would you mistake it for some fierce nondescript monster, 

An suppose it poesiUe to be an intellectual being. How oftei^ 

«ksl have seen one of these rugged forms, ready appointed 

fcr Ae sledge, conversing with some lovely female, have I 

ikooglit of the pretty fiaury tsde of Beauty and the Beast! And 

Ait the idea is a tolerable picture of our appearance when so 

Writed, you will see, vide my drawing. My present reference 

to dw story which has so often charmed our infancy; and my 

feqnent appeals to the accompanying sketches, must remind 

yoaof tbeHttle gilded books we used to turn over together in 

dtttblissfiil morning of our lives; when, as we read a hurried 

facrtption of some wonderful animal, a unicofn for instance, 

we woold be delightfully cut short with a See here it is! written 

Oivra farm as much like die truth as a trumpet. Indeed, were 

JFiNi not to yield as large a proportion of faith to me, as we 

favieily did to our unknown audiors, you would hardly believe, 

*«» I even to write under my drawing this is a many that it 

voe not radier a Russian bear, or as I said before, a hairy 

MHtcr without a name. 

Any of the extremities being more than usually exposed to 
^atr^ are apt to be frozen; and if proper precautions be not 
'■km in gradually thawing them, the suffering party may pas» 
dteremaiBder of his days, deprived perhaps of his nasal pro- 
■BDMy; or be subject to the illiberality of public conjecture 
tf how he might have lost his ears. Besides, there are the 
^Bomfiniieiicie^ of curtailed feet or hands; and the pain of a 
^^■der visage, from the scarifying of the skin. It is scarcely 
)*nUe to convey to you an idea of the sensation produced by 
*^Ueak wind blowing- in your face in an atmosphere of seven- 
*fia degrees of cold. Suppose it already stripped of the cuta- 

N 
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' fleous covering, and scraped rapidty all over widi like fragtBini 
of a rusty iron hoop, or an old piece of pumice stone*.'— ^his* 
believe me, my good friend, is but a faint attanpt to impms 
you with the torment of such Borean kisses. Few of the higher 
orders submit their persons to these rough saluutions, always 
moving about in carriages when they are not shut up in doie 
rooms. I believe the reason why the English, who have beea 
long dwellers in Russia, yet retain their fresh, British com* 
plexion, is because, notwithstanding the extreme oold, thef 
continue their daily bodily exercise in the open air* 

The winter habiliments of the ladies are much mote grace- 
ful than those of the men, being warm without many extiaor- 
dinary enfoldings* Not exposing themselves, as our sex are 
often obliged to do, to the outward atmosphere, they do not 
require such a labyrinth of fur to exclude the cdld. Their 
attire diifers little from that worn in England; and makes bo 
sensible variation to the eye, except a little more en ianpohU 
in the appearance; as the dresses are wadded throughout; a 
practice that is indispensable; for a cold caught in this climate 
almost immediately engenders the most dangerous fevers; and 
Ufe is too often the forfeit for an hour's indiscretion* 

The fair of this metropolis are not in general very formida- 
ble rivals to those of other capitals which I have visited* Theft 
are some very fine women, but the majority have small claims 
to the title of beautiful. Their features are rather of the kal- 
muc cast ; and from the sedentary habits they acquire, nature 
soon allows the rose of their charms to blow into too fixU luxii* 
riance. Like exotics in a hothouse, the artificial heat brmgs 
them to untimely maturity; and they fade away^ even at the 
moment when we expect to find them at their highest bloonu 
But it is only their exterior which thus changes* At the age of 
thirty, or thirty-five, the face may be withered, the figure over- 
grown; but still youth is in the mind and the heart: and conver* 
sing with these charming women, you soon forget that she who 
discourses with the wit of Thalia or the grace of Erato, does 
not also possess the beauty of Venus as well as her tendemeas. 
You must recollect that this is only the general description of 
the ladies in this city. There are many exquisite exceptions: 
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Mid when we consider their mode of life, we can only wonder 
tliat there are any. Stoved rooms, fresh air excluded, no exer- 
die, hot sappers; all tend to demoibh the shape, destroy the 
complexion, and impair the health* 

My observations on the Russian fair have hitherto been 
. eonfined to St. Petersburgh, and I am desired not to be too 
hssty in forming my judgment* When I penetrate fimher intt> 
the interior, I shall then see thA true Muscovite character; and 
be better able to inform you whether the blood of Circassia, 
fluni^g with the Russ, has been more propitious to the forma«- 
tisn of beauty than the wide intermixture of marriages on the 
banks of die Neva* 

There are several very lovely Polish women here at present: 
s&d also a few finom oiu* Utde island. Their gentle countenances, 
Able ffiannera, and affectionate hearts, are sweet remem<f 
hnaosrs of home; and draw my thoughts so entirely thithcr- 
vard, that I can add no more, but that I am ever, at all distan* 
cesySttd in every dimate, dearest friend, 3rours mostfidthliilly. 
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LETTER \IL 



St. Pctcrsburi^ , Kovembcr, 180i. 

TO strangers, accustomed to the various changes produosd , 
in men and thingar by die influence of intense frost, nothiag 
appears more wonderful or note-worthy than that part of the ' 
city dedicated to the sale of frozen provisions. Your astoniah* 
ed sight is there arrested by a vast open square, ooniaining the 
bodies of many thousand animals piled in p)rramidical heaps 
on all sides. Cows, sheep, hogs, fowls, butter, eggs, fisb^ dl 
'ore stiffened into granite* 

The fish are attractively beautiful; possessing the vividness 
of their living colours, with the transparent clearness of wax 
imitations. The beasts present a far less pleasbg spectacle. 
-Most of the largest sort being skinned, apd classed according 
to their species; groups of many hundreds are seen piled up 
on their hind legs against one another, as if each were making 
an effort to climb over the back of its neighbour* The motion* 
less apparent animation of their seemingly strugglix^ attitudes 
(as if suddenly seized in moving, and petrified by frost), 
gives a horrid life to this dead scene. Had an enchanter's wand 
been instantaneously waved over this sea of animals during 
their different actions, they could not have been fixed more 
decidedly. Their hardness, too, is so extreme, that the natives 
chop them up for the purchaser, like wood; and the chips of 
their carcasses fly off in the same way as splinters do from 
masses of timber or coal. 

A hatchet, the favourite instrument of the country, is used 
in the operation; as indeed it is generally applied to eveiy 
other act of ingenuity or strength. Sometimes to things so 
nicely delicate, that if the boors were taught to write, 1 have 
Htde doubt but their pens would be made and repaired with it 

But to return to the market. The provisions collected here 
are the product of countries many thousand versts beyond 
Mosco. Siberia, Archangel, and still remoter provinces. Air* 
nish the merchandi2;e, which during the frost's severiQr is 
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conveyed bither <m alodges. In cooMquenee of the mulUuictea 
of these commodities, and the short period allowed to the ex- 
utence of the market, they are cheaper thao at any other part 
of tbe year; and are therefore bought in large quantities to 
be laid up as winter stock. When deposited in ceUara they 
kaep good for a length of time. 

Ax certain hours every day the market, while it lasts, is- a 
£wbionaUe louqge. There yoi^ meet all the'beanty and gaiety 
of Su Pett»aburgb; even from the imperial £«mily down to 
die Iti&Bs merchant's wife. .IncrediUe crowds oS sledges, car* 
nage8> and pedestirians, throng the place: the di&rait groG^ 
of epeetatc^) purchasers, venders, and commodities, form 
such an extraordinary iota ememble as no other ci^ is known 
t^ equal. 

JDuriJ^ thb mart of congealed merolumdize, affecting scenes 
often occur. The. provisions, J Jbave afaready told you, are 
tmjwpofted from the most remote {urovinces of this vast em- 
pire. Consequentiy the iidiiutude of sledges necessary^for tiieir 
oaavejpoce are acconfitanied by boors. It is not often the 
ease^ that for more than one season die same pecsons. travd 
with theoa^ and this (change of conductors is produced by mo- 
tivea more honourable, oiore powerful than interest itself. 

Wlienevcr a new levy is made for the army, a given num- 
ber (according to the suite's necessity) is taken from every 
five hundred slaves capable of bearing arms. Most of the villa* 
ges have b^en thus deprived of some of their inhabitants; and 
it is with the affectionate hope of again seeing their different 
leiauves, that many very aged men accompany these frozen 
caravans. St. Petersburg is the extoit of jtheir views. The 
knowledge of that city and of their own viUage, bounds their 
gDographic acquirements: it is thither all their wishes tend; for 
to that spot alone, they falsely believe, is fi^d the object of 
their fond solicitude. Ignorant of any partic\ilar corpi, and 
only conscious that it is a saidier they seek, under the liveliest 
impressions of expectation and affection, they momentarily 
kxik for die blessing of again embracing a son, a brother, or 
tome other near and beloved kjnsipan» Actuated by similar 
Sseliogs, hundreds of soldiers (aft^i.their military duties are 
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<iver for the (faqr) are seen goiiig frotti group to gnmp^ tnoch* 
' ing for thetr our n parents amongst dkese patriarchal straagerv 
To the dbservation of a benevolent individual, these seeaes 
are ddig^mfuL Nodiing can be more affecting than to witness 
Aeir joyful meetings; fathers embracing their sons, brodieis 
^leir brothers. But expressions of disappointment and ea?^ 
at their comrades good fortune, frequently excite more cBi* 
tressing sympathies; and the heart saddens while listening to 
the httpatient inqatries of many, who are soon deprived cf 
titeir chearest hopes, by ihe information that another counliy 
contains their offspring: perhaps anodier world. 

My pencil would bat feeUy trace a scene whidi can ooljr 
be pictiared by the feelsngs. I must therefore plead its inabiii- 
ty; and for my pen, how weak too is its description ! Tii^ rs* 
flective, and finely tempered mind, my friend, would here have 
much food for nminaiieni. How. gladly should I listen to 
thoughts which w«re ewer as Mid wbdom as bf sympathy! 
in witnessing this scene, wouidst dmu not gather interestiqg 
detaib «»f humble and domesdc love, its joys and diaappoot* 
meats; and clothed in thy pure and touching language, how 
would diey penetrate the heart! But though heaven has not 
gifted me with eloquence, I am not quite unUest with tii€ Spirit 
whence it springs: and| therefore, feeling all die tenderness of 
private interests, I am not less sensible to that disinterested* 
ness which loses the soft comforts of life in devotioil^ to dkt 
public weal. 

Writing of these sons and brothers, who go for from their 
fimiilies, to defend their country's honour, reminds me of a 
recent act of their courage, when led on by the invinciUe arm 
of one of their most distinguished generals. Knowing thit 
your heart betfCs in unison with every deed of true heroism, I 
cannot refrain from repeating it here* 

The name of prince Bagration is well Icnown to yon. His 
already haideamed laurels, gathered on the plains of Italy, ^ 
snatched from the precipices of St. Gothard, have established 
his reputation as a soldier for even He is indeed the Sir Sidney 
€»f Russia! possessing the same intrepid enterprise, daundess 
perseverance, and a resolution to overcome, which no opposi' 
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Ho w oAeii httre yott dir^ witk admkr&tm 
Ott Uie Qfirffa^ve of kk ftetions in Italy; how often ktvc we» 
togeiher^ commcBled with delight on the braverjr with whidh 
he extricated his troops ftom the difficulttes into which the 
mnfartoncs of others had led him! He seems £ited to be thus 
iiiTolved; and thus bring himself out from danger with increase 
ed i^ory to himsdf and honour to his' soldiers* 

The late afidr on the advance of the main body of the Ras* 
sian wmy under the gallant General Kutaozoff, is a new in» 
stance of his presence of mind; and how much more powerfid 
men are when sound military knowledge directs the points of 
their bajronets. His command was a small one; not over mora 
than four thousand men, who formed the rear guard of Kutau* 
aoPs army* That General, from several unforeseen circum- 
sttnces, found himself oUiged to pursue his march; and so 
leave die troops of the Prince in the extremest peril. General 
Mmrat, meanwhile, with kn incalculable force threw himadf 
between these two divisions, and totally cut off all communies^ 
tiBB betwixt the rear and the main body of the Russians* The 
French tipops surrounded thoae of Bagration« The experi- 
ence and ev^r-wakefol attention of the prince made him fulty 
comprehend bis situation, and determined him, instead of 
yiddingdie day as lost, to keep the enemy on the alert; and so 
gain time for die troops under Kntauxoff to advance beyond 
die reaclM>f the enemy* At the moment he took diis resohi- 
lion, he well knew the price he should pay for carrying it into 
cxncQtion. To preserve the main body of the army he must 
aacriiice the lives of his heroic followers, and lay down his 
own. But that appeared to him the lesser eviL Their deaths 
would -secure the escape of the great hope of Russia, its coa* 
ccatraied troops, it bravest generals, and he made no hesita- 
tion in taking his choice. 

A messenger was sent to him from the enemy, importing 
^bat it would be for the mutual advantage of both parties, if 
dm eonsmanders of each army should have a omfereace be* 
fare dK advanced posts* Bagratson acquiesced, and was at^ 
tosded thither by the brave Dcdgorucky alone, whilst Murat 
appeared with a concourse of gynerale and aides-de-camep* The 
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purp<m of thisinecttag wbb to isform the RoiraB ptiiwe Ihut 
articles of peace had .been signed between Austria nd Fjnnoe; 
and^that is consequence the Russian troops were toretire' widi* 
in their own fvontiers* Every arguasent which falsehood couU 
kivent, and subtlety enforce, was thought forward So persuade 
Bagration of the truth of what was affirmed^ 

*^ Where are your credentials for this, General Mumt?" 
■ *' My honour!'* 

*^ The interview is finished," replied the prince; ^^ I shall 
pursue the orders of my emperon" 

^^ Then you will not retreat^" demanded Murat; ^^ifyoa 
advance, your road must be through the breasts of aixty dKMih 
sand Frenchmen." 

Bagration felt the mightiness of his course* He returned to 
bb troops, and addressing them as his brothers in glory, named 
die host by which they were surrounded. ^^ If, " cried he, ^^ we 
would regain the main army, we must hew our passage through 
their hearu." 

,The soldiers, worthy of th^r intrepid commander, eJuJaim* 
ed in one voice, ^^ Lead us on! You are with us, victory before 
us! we follow!" 

Bagration seized a bayonet and rushed upon the French* 
He was not alone, for hb brave followers were a phalanx at 
his side: his heroic soul seemed to animate all their hearts, 
and give an herculean vigour to their arms aa they mowe4 
down the opposing ranks, and spread the bloody field with the 
writhing bodies of imperiql republicans* It was an action which 
might rival that of Thermopylae: but it met a better fate* Ba- 
gration was victorious: he had preserved the main army by bis 
resistance; he now s«ved his divisions with inconsiderable losi 
4md soon formed a junction with Kutaueoff. Two thuosandof 
the enemy were killed in the field, and fifteen hundred taken 
prisoners, with several stand of colours. 

To the sudden boldness of the attack may be attributed 
much of its effect. Murat, aware of his numbers and advan- 
tages, deemed any serious opposition on the part of Bagratipo 
as so desperate, that he regarded his brave menace as nothing 
more than a sort of theatrical gasconade to render his exit a 
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KreefieetaUe. Any «ttenipt to cttt ihroitgh Ae Vtmeh 
ht thott^t wttd to meet inerhaUe defeat and deadi: and, 
Amfore, when the blow really wflis struck) it Mi like electricU 
tf; aatooishment and confasion were the consequence^ on tUe 
tide of the ^l-eiich: and general Murat had the mortificatioii 
%» see the plain strewn vrhh his own dead; and the invineitste 
Soastand inarch off the field a conqueror, at the head of his vie* 
forioos and unthinned ranks* 

This incident shows how necessary thatspnit is to a soldier, 
wUcfa knows when to prefer action before deHberatton. There 
are motoMts when a genend must decide by a kind of brave 
iiigAict, and dirow himself at once into the arms of the giant 
thmger; grapple to him, and with a resistless heart fling him to 
die pomid. If he wait till the tremendous po^irer springs upon 
Urn, the weight may be too heavy, the shock too great, and 
he dnk to the earth overwhelmed and perishing^ There is a 
dilbrence between rashness and this intrepid daring* The situ* 
adon must warrant the hazard, and then it is glorious to seize 
the peril and put it to the issue of a fall. It is diis spirit which 
nakee Great Britain now the mistress of the waves* 

I cannot dismiss my subject without relating a circumstance 
diat happened during this last gallant exploit of the Russian 
ptiaee^ A grenadier had been separated from his line, as it 
Irarried forward to attack the French* At thi^ crisis he was^ 
aasailed by four of the enemy, one officer and three soldiers^ 
On perceiving them approach with fury in their eyes and ges* 
8, Kke his general he determined to sell his life dearly, and 
[ on ^ God and Suwarroff !'' he met the first with tli^ con« 
\ of his piece: seeing him dead at his feet, he received the 
i on the point of his bayonet: the brains of the thkd he 
heat out with die butend of his musket; and would have sent 
diesool of the fourth after those of his comrades, had not th^ 
Fxenchman's heels stood his friend, and carried him far from 
ditfiger. The undaunted soldier, seeing the coast clear, quietly 
re^gained his regiment, and fell into his place in the ranks wifch 
•knee and re^larity, as if nothing had happened* 

Prince Bafgration did not neglect so extraordinary a proof of 
huirtial resolution* And some thne afterwards, having (eommu" 
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picated it4o the emperor, that generous monardi (who makes 
his favour, like the sun, shine on the worthy of all degrees) or- 
dered him a purse of a hundred ducats, and promoted him to 
the rank ofa subaltern officer. 

Bagration and KutauzoiF are now- on the fronders. The 
brave Alexander is also gone thither; but whether to take the 
oommand or not, we are ignorant. However, at any rate, the pre* 
sence of so beloved a sovereign must impart new animation 
to his' troops-^ He was aet out before my arrival ; hence I have 
not yet had the happiness of paying my personal obeisancesto 
so much true imperial dignity* In the Course of a few days, I 
hope to be in presence with the fair of his illustrious family; 
and then you shall hear again from your friend* 



LETTER XIIL 

St. Petcrsburgh, Novcmbeir, 1805. 

I HAVE been at court* It was at the anniversary of St 
Nicholas; a day held sacred by the Russians; as they often wait 
for its return in order to fig^t a battle, storm a city, or com- 
mence any other momentous enterprise* 

We arrived at the Winter Palace about eleven o'dock in the 
fbrenoon, and followed the gentleman who introduced us, into 
a large saloon where numbers of officers and nobility were 
assembled, wanting the imperial family's arrivaL Not msoy 
minutes elapsed before a busde at the lower end of the apart^ 
ment announced the entrance of the court* The expecting 
crowd then opened to right and left. Thirty gentlemen in rich 
embroidered suits passed along: these were what they term 
ies chamterlahts actuel; each having a golden key and bhie 
ribbon, the insignia of their rank, attached to his frock* The 
young empress, dressed in white sattin and gold, then followed. 

Her perton is not tall, yet it is graceful and elegantly p«>- 
portioned; and the air of it is tender and interestmg. Her cy€S 
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are soft and blue; her complexion touchingly delicate. I wislr- 
ed Aat hideous thing called a hoop devoutly at the devil, as it 
hid the lower part of her figure, and cruelly lengthened the 
. confinement of her waist: this barbarous remnant of Gothic 
taste always destroys those graces inseparable from the female 
form in its natural state. However, notwijthstanding these dis 
advantages, the shape of the young empress was charming. 

There was an ^ir of melancholy about her which added ten 
thousand beauties to a countenance already sufficiendy lovely« 
This gentle sadness is easily accounted for. It is known to 
arise from the present absence of the emperor, who is gone to 
meet danger, and perhaps death; and the recollection of a 
sweet infant, of whom that inexorable ravager of our earthly 
happiness has lately deprived her, and whose loss she still 
deeply regrets. 

As she passed through the long line of military nobles, she 
honoured his on each side widi the most smiling affability; and 
her small regular features expressed a soft urbanity, almost 
approaching timidity. Her voice is peculiarly melodious. ^ 

After the empress, a long retinue of ladies of honour, noble- 
men, Sec. followed: we fell into the train (for two of our coun- 
trymen accompanied me), and entered the chapel. This con- 
secrated apartment is not very large; and does not diifer ma- 
terially in form from those I have already mentioned, except 
that Its decorations are of a more gorgeous kind and a finer 
taste. Gold, paintings, and bronze, form the skreen. A huge 
chandelier of massive silver hangs from- the ceiling, and is al- 
wa)'s lighted. Numerous chorister^, habited in scarlet robes 
ricUy embroidered, were ranged in opposite lines. Her ma- 
jesty (for she was the only one of the imperial family present, 
the rest being indisposed); was advanced several paces before 
her attendants, and stood the whole of the service, which 
lasted above an hour. 

When the religious rites were over, the metropolitan bishop, 
urrounded by other ecclesiastics, came from the interior to 
salute the empress. She presented them her hand which they 
pressed to their lips, while she at the same moment put her 
right check to dieirs (the usual mode of friendly salutation^ 
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here). The contratt of this group was strikiDgljr picturesque 
The young empress's lovefy Ulyltke form, and splendid at* 
tire, opposed to the solemn grandeur of the father's robes 
(whose long and silver beard swept his bosom); the equally 
venerable appearance of the other divines; and the gay habits 
and martial uniforms of the surrounding young noUemear 
formed altogether a scene of interesting and brilliant ttka. 
Foreign officers, Cossacl^s, Georgians, and princes from the 
interior provinces, completed this romantic picture* 

No sooner was the ceremony of salutation past, than sB 
returned in the former order* I did not linger |)ehind, fiir 
my heart loitered not with any of the courfly damseb who hsd 
passed: and yet they were /o^ri^^V; very fair, had not the 
superior charms of the empress, like those of the radiant Di- 
ana, cast all her sparkling attendants into shade. 

Amongst the many accomplishments boasted by the Russian 
ladies is. one, on which the saupy prejudice against the' sex 
might be very malapert: I mean their wonderful facility in 
learning languages* Almost all modern tongues are easy to 
them; and French is even so much more familiar than their 
own, that they speak and write it with fluency, when they can 
hardly spell a word in their native Russ* The neglect pf the 
latter language is not surprising, as it is hardly ever spoken in 
polite circles; being totally confined to deeds of state, law, and 
ecclesiastical acts. Sut with the language of France, that 
strange perverted nation has not ei^ported its syslemsof ethics, 
nor its superficial, glossing manners* The nobility of Russia 
are honest, frank, and hospitable* A ^mething about them 
still exists which reminds you that Muscovy and Ei^giand first 
shook hands in the days of our good queeii Qesa* There i§ « 
hardihood, at the same time a courtlmess of demeanour, thai 
recals to recollection the prowess of sir Francis Drake, the gal* 
lantry of sir Walter Raleigh. What Elisabeth was to Eng^aady 
Catherine the Second was to Russia: the efiecta remain: after 
the flower is cropt and laid in the tomb, ito fragrance survives 
^d embalms the surroundiiig atmosphere* 

Owing to the peculiar constitution of this empire, the arts 
and sciences are, ip general, hut necondarjr objects in the 



IN RUSS?A* J09 

luads of the natives. Tl|e npUes^deein op profession honour- 
ibk but that of arms. Ambition would be thought to stoop, if 
it sought any celebrity from excelling by the chissel, the pen- 
pil^ or the pen: hence, the finest talents among the highborn 
are never directed towards any of these points. Military glory 
is aU their aim; and, if it chances to be united with the spon- 
timeous growth of any milder genius, it is well; the possessor 
is pkased, and his friends delighted; but no fame accrues from 
dttsical endowments. The study of the arts and sciences is 
left to slavesi or at best, to slaves made free: and they, un- 
liappy men! from being descended from that contemned race, 
can never, by any exertions of their own, or by the conclusive 
qipeal of appropriate actions, assert the inherent nobility of 
the heavenly gifted mind. Slavery is a taint that can never be 
erased: and thus the generous ambition of genius is cankered 
«tdie veiy root* 

The usual pastimes of the nobles, when they are not pur- 
tiiing military exercises, or employed in offices of state, are 
tke carnage or the sledge during the morning. They dine at 
half past two o'clock, and after that either sleep for a couple 
of hours (for they do not sit long at table), or play at games 
•f cards, a£ which there are a great variety; billiards is also s^ 
fre^pient amusement; but the most favourite is a game called 
Botlos, a sort of whist: it is not known with usj and yet, 
strange to tell, the Russians say it was invented by the British 
ofiicefs during the campaigns in America. The evening pro*- 
dnccs the theatre, or assemblies at their own houses, when, 
cither cards are again resorted to, or a light dance exhilarates 
Ac scene, to which the company who prefer sitting, play on 
the pianoforte and harp. Various little pastimes, such as 
fatUu^ the magic music, &c. &c. are brought forward. And 
thus wit and innocent mirth carry on the hours till supper is 
soaaimced* This meal is generally too luxurious for the 
hcakh and beauty of diose who draw round the table. Soups, 
fish, 909Mt and boiled meats, and savoury dishes, fill the 
groaning board. Good appetites are seldom wanting; and 
thus, both mentally and bodily recreated, or rather overbur* 
fteaed, do die parties betake themselves to r^st: their sto- 
aachs fevered with the richest food, they lie down in bed 
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rooms where an artificial heat, like that of a hothouse, fcr* 
xnents their digestion, leaving them at waking, pale, languid, 
and s^ritless. This is the common mode: but where expe- 
rience has opened the eyes of some, and travel informed 
others, such injurious customs are set aside; and we behold, 
as in England, the blooming cheek of a Hebe rising brightlj 
with the morn; and the athletic form of manhood moving 
with all the freshness of health, all the elasticity of youthful, 
vigour. 

I am interrupted by a message from my friend at the 
ambassador's, that great news have arrived from Enghnd! I 
go to learn the tidings; and hope, before I finish this letter, to 
congratulate you on some glorious event for our country and 
for Europe. 

Days have elapsed since I could return to this papen An 
event indeed! great and momentous to the whole world! 
** How have the mighty fallen, and weapons of war perished!'' 
Nelson, our brave, our invincible Nelson is no more! Heaven, 
then, in the moment of victory, took from England her never 
failing hope. Dear has our country paid for the glory of Tra- 
falgar: but it is a glory that will cast the Corsican star into 
shadow: it; must shine in every British heart for ever; and at 
the hour of danger, whether in the field or on the wave, go 
before them like a pillar of fire to light them to fame and 
victory. Yea, evefi though hosts oppose them, will not his 
last words rally their souls to stand? " England expects every 
man to do his dutyT'^ What a war cry is that! What an arousing 
call to those who have been his compeers! What a summons 
to deeds of honour to generations yet unborn! To dwell db 
the bright name of a departed hero, how does it inspire the 
mind to emulate his example! To die like a Wolfe or a Nelstflij 
is a destiny so great, that cold must be the heart which is not 
awakened to enthusiasm and patriotic zeal when it recals their 
life and death to remembrance. Who would not partake their 
bed with joy? Defending your country, opposing your breast 
as a shield between England and her enemies, let the balls 
come: if they strike, it is for thousands your life is given. 
Victory! safety to your country, the preservation of relations, 
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fittadflf countrymen, all are in that word! So Wolfe died, and so 
Ntkon fell! The shout of triumph arose, and the soul took its 
flight to heaven ; angels receive it, and as a benefactor of man- 
kind, it takes its happy seat amongst hosts of kindred, blissful 
apirits! Here, this is the bright career of the real hero* His 
sword is drawn for justice alone; to defend, not to oppress; 
and thus his laurels are immortal as the fields of paradise* 
Bat those of the mere conqueror, the invader of neighbouring 
countries, the usurper of others' rights where are they? What 
is he? Though his exterminating brand laid the whole universe 
at his feetyhe is still only a conqueror, a murderer of mankind; 
and though fame may • speak of his deeds, glory can never 
liUTound them. Glory can be attached to nothing that is not 
virtuous. We fear the tyrant, but it is only the hero that we 
revere. Where were the tears which fell fpr the Timurs of 
aiijr age or nation? Behold those which flow for Nelson! £ng- 
lajid mourns him as a parent,, as a protecting genius ravaged 
fiom her shores. And distant nations, they mingle their sighs 
vith her^s: to every quarter where his victorious and guardian 
Hamdard flew, have the news of his death been sent; an4 
grievous has been the lamentation. In being the champion of 
Kbcrty and honour, he was the champion of all mankind; and 
as such, he who fought for all, is wept by all. 

The account of this memorable event vras transmitted to the 
fiussian anny on the frontiers^ and there read to the emperor 
Alexander by his surgeon, a SoKch gentleman, who is a^ 
worthy of the country in which he was bom, as of tlie imperial 
confidence. The tidings struck the emperor in the most forci- 
bk manner; and while his brave eyes filled with tears, he 
tttered such an eulogium on the merits of the departed hero, < 
la, could he be sensible of human tribute, must be a sweet 
iDcease to his immortalized spirit. Indeed I should not do 
jnatice to the Russians were I not to say that the general feei- 
ng they express for our Nelson is that of men regretting the 
km of a dear brother. Their rejoicings for the victory of Tra- 
4g^r are chastened by the idea that the hand which won it is 
low disabled for ever in the grave. 

Sach is the drawback to our triumph; and I am sorry to 
«y, that wc anucipate evenu another alloy to our joy. tt is 
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rutiiGuriid that a batde has bM&«fought between <ihe comlaiied 
forces of Austria and Russia, with those of France; and dut 
the i-esult obliged the emperor of Germany to make an imms* 
dlate peace with the enemy. The emperor Alejumder and hU 
forces, indigmmt at what has happened, are on their return 
home* Long before this arrives in England, you will have 
received from the scene of action, more certain intelligeoce 
of this disastrous affair. At present the report is, that the 
lirincipal failure lay on the side of the Austrians: nay, if it>e 
true what is said, fsuliii-e is too gende an epithet for their con* 
duct; radier baseness atid treachery, in die worst sense of the 
Words. The rumour goes that a large body of the Auscriaiis 
not only deserted to the French, but even fired npaa the Him- 
sians, whom they had brought thither as their alHea and pro* 
tecfors; thus addiikg ingratitude to their deep dishonour. How 
must such a stigma on his countrymen pierce the hewn of the 
Archdiike Charles! But he atill exists, and virtue may yet 
revive in Austria 

The loss which the brave Russiatis have atistinBed, they Mf, 
is '^fy considerable. The enemy too, have had a most dear 
victory. But I have no doubt that in the usual style of diese 
ct'devant rdpuUitatUy it wiU be proudly set forth as an achieve* 
ment of their arms With Ikde damage on their side, and no 
infamy whatever. In those accounts which they give to die 
world, nothing is said of their bribery, their corruptions, dieii 
deceits, theif falsehood: the net is nowhere spoken of that i^ 
spread by wiles ttnder the feet of monarchs; the golden draug^ 
is nowhere mendom^d which poisons their counsellors, and lays 
their honesty abd vigour asleep. Ministers, not their SQ^ereigos^ 
often seal the misery of thousands. 

The public are ca]ole4 by being told that all the conquests 
of France are the effects of daundess bravery alone: hence itt 
leader is deified as a kind of god. But look under die purple 
that invests him, and there you will see the serpent's wily 
train. He is bold, he has great talents, and insatiable ambitioD; 
and he was placed on a stage where he might exert alL In such 
a situation, when once a man forgets that he is an accountable 
being, when he determines to live to his desires alone, how 
easy is it for him to glut them to the utmost. No check 
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neoaces him but that of fortune: bowing to no God but his 
ambidon, faitfi, honour, life, death, are as nothing in his 
hands: he th]t>W8 them to the right or left as they impede his 
course; and nakes straight forward over the neck of groaning 
nature to faia goaL 

Bonaparte has now all Germany at his command* Kings, 
tiiey say, sore to be speedily created, and the whole of the 
coditry to be newly divided. Intermarriages between the Cor- 
ncan's relations and ancient princely families are to be formed; 
the better to build up the foundations of the universal empire he 
Items to meditate. He does indeed ^ bestride the globe;" and 
sets its rightful sovereigns to ^ peep about beneath his huge 
legs to find themselves dishonourable graves." There is some- 
liiing very awful in the idea of how great may be the fall of this 
odossus. He is a tremendous object; a chastising instrument 
m die hand of Providence! And, when the nations have 
Qadergme the scourge, what may then be the *^ wo to him 
by whom their evils came?" These are mysteries beyond my 
comptdienMon: but they are mysterieaof heaven, and it be- 
camcs us to adore in silence. Adieu. 
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LETTER XIV. 



St Petersbor^h, PMS«9ib«r, 1M5. 

ALL is too tnief The allies have been defeated, and a 
fearful blow has been given to the great cause of Europe* BQt» 
as I said before, you have better accounts of the aflBiir dutt 
we can have here; so I will no further enlarge on what most 
so deeply affect us all. I know the disaster has happened; but 
I am yet ignorant of the particulars, for there are here nt 
public national prints, except one or two in the Rus$ languagCi 
very sparingly communicative. Even the English newspapers 
which come hither, are delivered so irregularly, that the chaia 
of their information is miserably destroyed. However, we 
shall learn more in a day or two, as the emperor is hourtf 
expected. When he arrives you shall have my sentittenti of 
diis amiable and idolized monarch. Meanwhile, 1 will interest 
you in the virtues of the illustrious widow of his predecessor, 
the good dowager empress. 

How can I do it better than by giving you a sketch of aa 
institution which reflects the highest honour upon its august 
patroness? Ever since the death of the late emperor the occu- 
pation of this princess's life has been to institute, protect, and 
advance charitable foundations of every description. In sfaorti 
we have in dear England scarcely one from which she has 
not drawn some philanthropic hint. To the proper regulattoa 
of these charities almost the whole of her time is dedicated. 

The hospital in question, was instituted forty years ago; and 
Is in truth but a branch of one more extensive at Mosco. It is 
designed for the reception of foundlings. The number of litde 
deserted souls now within the walls of this blessed asylum at ^ 
St. Petersburgh, is nearly six hundred. When I went over 
the house the matron showed me eight lovely infifuita which 
had been left that very day at the ptece appointed for their re- 
ception. To obtain admission for her child, the mother of one 
of these poor little beings at a certain hour repairs secretly to a 
given spot, where depositing her charge in a wicker basket, 
along with some relic of aflTectionat^ remembrance, (perhaps 
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nothing bttt tean!) she pulls a beU, on which it is itistawtl}^ 
taken from her sight, in all probability for even 

The infants (arranged in wards and classes according to their 
.age), are wmtched during the helpless period of existence with 
matemd cate. When their mental and bodily powers are 
cipaUe of useful occupation, they are instructed in such arts 
oremployoitnts as may render them advantageous to that state 
which is so justly entitled to their filial gratitude. The girls 
srr tanght first to make the different paru of their habiliments; 
Aen to manufacture fringe, lace, and an exquisite embroidery, 
vhidi 18 used on court dresses, funeral palls, and sacerdotal 
robes* The boys are made alert in tayloriug, shoemaking, and 
similar occupations of public utility. Bj^ this means the capital "* 
is supplied with industrious mechanics of both sexes: by this 
means the humanity ci the state turns private indiscretion into 
aational benefit; and not only thousands of innocent creatures 
are preserved in existence, but many, many a parent is saved 
from.the mos^ horrid of crimes* 

I must not omit telling you that there is a part of this insti* 
mtion dedicated to females under ^^ a state of mattrnal solid- 
tudeJ^ The peculiar good intended by the reception of women 
ao circumstanced, is, not only to render them assistance, but 
to furnish subjects of instruction for a certain number of girls 
who are. destined to practise midwifery* After being pro* 
perly qualified, these young persons are distributed throughout 
!^e most distant provinces of the empire; and thus become 
Ueasings to the ignorant, suffering peasant* - 

Cleanlifless reigns in every p|irt of the Foundling HospitaL 
The various wards are airy and commodious* Each foundling 
ins a small separate bed (very clean and neat), over which^s 
written the name of the occupier, with its supposed age,^ and 
the date of its admission* When the foundlings attain the age 
of twenty-one, I am told that a pecuniary donation, and a cer- 
tificate of their conduct, ushers diem into the wide world* 

This excellent charity is not only furnished with unexcep- 
^onable superintendants for the advanced classes, but anxious 
care is taken to supply the infants with the nourishment allotted 
to them by nature* For this purpose, great numbers of hale, 
)tout women; who have newly becraie mothers, are brought 
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from the villages of lagria and Fiaiaad, in drove» like milob 
cows; who (after their health is ascertained), are dtstriimteidi 
over the hospital. 

In my life I never saw such wretched, humiliating sp.eci* 
mens of human nature! their odious appearance struck me the 
more horribly when I remembered that tbey were of the 
angelic sex. Imagination cannot paint their strange contnmc, 
their stupid countenances; the sallow mahogany^oloured flesk 
of their uncouth flabby persons, their settled vacancy of stare, 
and complete nonentity of expreission. The duty marked out 
for these poor creatures to fulfil, is the loveliest and most in« 
teresting one in which a woman can appear: but here, alasj 
disgust is the only feeling excited* While surveying them, I 
could not help making a comparison between their aspectsand 
the wetnurses of England* The latter, all health and roses; 
their eyes beaming a simple philanthropic affection over the 
litde helpless being thus succoured; their persons firm as mar* 
ble; and their whole air vouching for their imparting the riches 
of a good constitution to the child whom a mother's inability, 
perhaps, has consigned to their care. 

But to return to my Russians. At one period there was such 
a superabundance of the living fruits of love or immoralit)', 
that a sufficient number of these temporary parents could not 
be procured. To supply the deficiency goats were substituted, 
and for some time answered well; but from unavoidable change 
in this animal's food during a few months in the year, it was 
found that the children thus feed a la Romulus^ grew sickly; 
the practice was therefore discontinued. When nursed by a 
goat, the infant was held under the stomach of the beast to 
svck; which position possibly prevented it from taking its 
nourishment peaceably. 

If (as it is said) the temper, propensities, and constttutkm 
are transmitted by our lacteal food, they who have been thus 
subsisted will make but heavy members of society; for little of 
the graceful or the active in spirit can be augured from the 
foster children of Fins, goats and asses. Yet perhaps the in- 
conveniencies may not be. very great; as the destined pursuits 
of these oddly*nurture4 moiKtals seldom require either very 
laborious or vei^^ brilliant exertions of the mind. 
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Beiagfoii the subject of nunes, I will diainiss those of the 
Fwnidliiig Hospital, and introduce to your notice such as at* 
lead upon the children of the nobility. No part in the domestic 
smogemettt of a Russian femily is more curious to a stranger. 
These women are selected with great care from amongst the 
nnmerous slaves of their proprietor; and come, perhaps, from 
fosM very distant village to cherish the youthful count or 
prince, llieir dress (which is national and characteristic), 
ihn^ marks their occupation. 

On their head they wear a wrought gold cap of stiff materials, 
idoBg an enlarged form, like the diadem usually given to 
J(Bo;tIie whcde of its gilded surface is profusely but awkward* 
If spread with pearis^ fbib, cutglass, &c. Their ears and neck 
arcbsded with showy ornaments; and their brawny shoulders 
ire hslf hidden by an exquisitely white shift, gaily worked in 
nrioQS colours even to' the sleeves, which are loose and hang 
as low as the elbow. Their body is easify confined in a sort of 
boddice or juiBps made suitabk/ convenient for their profession. 
A gaudily embroidered petticoat, with coloured stockings and 
shoes, terminates the decoration of their person. On the whole 
d»7 are dean, and do not ^j^ like most other Russian domes- 
tics. This latter qualification is truly estimable, as they 
are generally aQowed a seat in the carriage whenever mama 
goes out; and frequently appear in the rooms destined for 
com{Maiy. 

At the expiration of the period allotted for their attendance 
ss Qurses, they receive a liberal reward; and are permitted to 
mum to their village and boorish husband with all the elegancies 
of their wardrobe. Too often does this savage ruler squander 
their money and sell their gaieties. While brandy (that power- 
fill persuader to cruelty and vice!) is to be procured, the last 
h)peck is eagerly expended to purchase it. These uncivilized 
bubsnds are by no means patient of any refusal from their 
wives, or deHeate in their choice of argument to enforce sub- 
nisiion: for I have beheld such hearty drubbings dealt out 
ttpoQ the shoulders of the sisterhood, as would have been the 
deadi of any other woman than a Russian peasant. 

I am sorry to say that this mode of compelling obedience is 
not confined to the boor alone. The domestics in every family 
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being slaves, they as much belong to their lord, as the dmin 
and tables of the house; and are, in general, treated too orach 
like mere pieces of furniture. While they do their duty it ib 
well; they are quietly used according to their appropriate »n^ 
vice; but as fellow creatures ^hey are seldom considered. 
Should they transgress, they are taught better by a manegt 
something tike that our countrymen exercise on the backs of 
their asses. This system is so abhorred by the bencvohmt 
Alexander, that he takes every opportunity of buying tlie 
estates of the nobles, and immediately giving freedom to the 
peasants. By this generous policy he removes the yoke from 
their necks, and brings forward into freedom and occasions of 
earning an honest and independent subsistence, a racetif mm 
who win soon form themselves into the most useful part df 
t)ie body politic; that middle rank, which is the sinew ofs 
nation's strength, the source of her tiches, and the gaturdimti 
her glory. 

We need only turn our eyes to Eng^smd to sec the proof of 
this. Look at her wealthy yeomanry, her merchants as princei; 
and her commons sitting at the helm of state, and eqaal in 
power with die nobility, guiding it in safely and honour tlnroiij^ 
all the shocks of contending empires! Blest En^nd! Whdr* 
ever I go, I ^till think on my country, as a lover of the dear 
mistress he has left behind. Many he may behold hxnr sod 
more richly attired; but still, the heart, the heart! The aimabk 
qualities which produce confidence and comfort, do they dot 
make him inde^ exclaim 



" Where'er I go, whatever lunds I sec. 
My soul untravellcd still returns to thee'' 



FarcwcL 
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LETTER XV. 

St Petersburghy January, 1806. 

THE emperor has arrived from the army. And the gaards, 
•ft well as the grand-duke Constantine^s Hulan regiment, are 
cipeeled ere long to march into St* Petersburgh. The peace 
tetirem France and Austria is ratified. The earth* has been 
MMm with blood, and new kings are arising every day from the 
dragon's teeth. The continent, at present, seems plunged into 
ftfrarfiil sleep. Bonaparte is the only one awake in the dsso- 
kiad scene. His machinations and his arms have silenced the 
peo|Je who were once considered as the military oracles of 
Europe. Vienna has been humbled by his presence; and the 
Imperialists have mourned in sackclpth and ashes, their too 
rcsdy credence of his belial tongue. The Louvre will now re- 
ceive -additional treasures; for neither the private nor public 
ttosemnsof Germany can escape the vigilantpiUager of Europe. 
This is the third of the Lord*s anointed whom he has driven 
tnm their capital; and who may be the next, which of us can 
pretend to say! Though, judging of the £tte of nations by their 
dHerauDanoQ and means ol' resistance, iitde fear is to be en- 
tmained for the independence either of England or of this 
conntry. The same amor patrut is paramount here^ which .so 
finely gumantees the freedom of onr native island. Usurpation 
18 held in equal detestation, while so amiable a monarch as 
Alexander fills the imperial throne. 

Having been presented to this interesting personage, I oan- 
lot but give you a sketch of his figure and manners. I know 
your eagerness to become iftquainted with the great of all 
eouatries: I mean the truly great; the illustrious in talents, and 
the iHustrious in virtue: they alone have ever been the great 
to you; and to them, while resembling them as a brother, have 
you not always bowed with the hunulity of a son! But to return 
to the Emperor. 

He is mild in his demeanor, gentle in his motions, and par- 
ticularly graceful in his address. The goodness of his heart 
shines forth in his eyes, and the sweetness of his temper ei'er 
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embellishes his lip with a smile. So great is his beoeroleBCCi 
that not a day passes without bringing forward some.instaiice 
of his attention to the welfare and comfort of his people; and 
his lenity in punishing criminals is so forbearing, that in all 
cases the most tender mercy waits upon his justice. His figure 
is handsome, and elegant^ his air affidble and engagisg; and his 
countenance ever expresses the benignity of his mind. Hb 
height is about five feet eleven inches. He is fair with blae 
eyes; and his complexion, though not florid, b beaming with 
health, and most interestingly tinged with the hue of a military 
Ufe. 

On our first presentation, according- to die etiquette of tUs 
court, the Emperor passefi forward, only bowing to the 
strangers. But. after that formal ceremony was once over, at 
every other levee he converses with all the dignified freedom 
which sits so gracefully upon perscms of his raiiik; and more 
particularly. captivates in him, from the intelligence and ami- 
able interest of his manners. 

The dowager Empress, who is of a Pallas form and mien, is 
a most admirable woman. I have before given you an idea of 
her numerous charities. She is exquisitely accomplished; and 
possesses a courtesy of address that is undescribable. To her 
fair hand I am indebted for a diamond, which, in devotUm to 
her virtues, I shall ever wear next my heart. 

Since the return of its invaluable monarch, St. Petersbuigh 
has been a scene of continued gaiety*. And as it is also the 
opening of the new year, a time of extraordinary festivity ia 
Russia, there is no end to thtfStes^ feasts, and rejoicings. 

Amongst them all, I must not omit describing an evening 
which I lately passed at the Winter Palace. The entertainment 
given there was a public maquerade; where from^the imperial 
fieimily, down to the Russ tradesman, all ceremony was sus- 
pended. This immense winter residence (of which the Her- 
mitage forms' only a very small part) was thrown open: every 
saloon, gallery, and corridor blazed with chandeliers. The 
dome of the grand hall of Saint George shone like a crystal 
heaven. Indeed, in the luxury of light no country is so lavish 
as Russia; for even the meanest houses bear witness to the 
truth of this observation. 
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The amrd and heat of the maaquerade was alitaost imbeat"' 
*abie (fifteen hundred persons having received tickets of ad-* 
ttiision); and when involved in a vortex where mingled many 
of the unpur^ednBUvtB^ the more refined were unable to form 
aaaoddote to the effluvia. Otto of roses and the mo^t cosdy 
perfinaet, were breathed in vain through this modey and 
steaming group. 

Hie nobility present^ who underwent this Satumalian festi* 
val, were full dressed in Venetian and other fency habits. The 
Isirerovders were, attkred after then* usual manner: but th<| 
SK»t curious objects were'the wives of the rich Russian mer- 
dnats. (whose national costome had in itself a masquerade 
elfcct), attended by their bearded husbands dressed in dark 
faftsnB* As they strolled about the rooms, they appeared like 
coBipsnies of fiuitastic characters, habited as magicians, and 
Of ttg r own fairies clad in ''^ glittering rohea of shining greeni^^ 
AmoBgSt the ormunents of these women, my eye was much 
pleased with one peculiar to their country: it is a coronet of 
the dacal form, composed entirely of pearls exquisitely ar- 
laged* Under this ooronet the hair of the sing^ wometi is * 
iNHiod smoothly back; that of the married ones whoUy con- 
cealed* Great masses of fur, gold and silver fringe, finidi 
ibor gala attire* It is only to carnival days and saints' festivals 
that they pay the tribute of so sumptuous an appearance; and 
tlica their mania for outvying a rival, often makes them forego 
die common comforts of existence* 

At eight o'clock the masquerade was filled to suffocation; 
asd d»out an hour afterwards -the imperial family entered, 
oeattnga kind of current in the mob, which is elegantly termed 
^Abnage» This is a promenade in couples, with wbidh all the 
naids of honour, gentlemen of the court, nobles, fcc* fall in* 
Thus diey pass through every chand>er, to the gratification of 
die multitude, mingling without reserve amidst the lowest of 
dieir subjects* The ladies of the^ imperial £smily were all 
clothed in the ancient style of Muscovy; a habit covereil with 
fiesri8,andbyno means unbecoming* But to the beauty or 
au^esty of their coeffure, my stubborn taste for simplkity re; 
fused to subscribe* The coeffure is a thing entirely formed of 
various coloured jewels, fixed, on the head by means of a sap, 

Q 
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from which it mes lile a pyramid oesuijr a yard in the air: 
Urge uncoUth patterns of flowers are wrought into it, making 
anembroidery of precious stones. From the utmost pinnacle 
of this monstrous nondescript, hftngs a huge square of broca- 
r ded silk, reachitig to the bottom of the back. When you look 
at this last appendage, without knowing to what it is attached, 
the effect is ridiculous beyond conception. 

After remainitig more than two hours in the assembly, the 
imperial family withdrew into the Hermitage. This depart* 
ment of the palace being sacred to them and their party, be- 
came literally a heaven to retire to, from the bustle, heat, and 
offensive vapour of the purgatory we had left. 

In some former letter I have described this celebrated place: 
at le^st the pictures which form ito splendid hangings. Noth- 
ing can exceed the magnificence of its various decoradom. 
i^ilver candels^bra of gigantic size and classic shape, blasiqg 
above vases of Siberian marble, are ranged on all sides, amidst 
every luxurious improvement of couch or chair in French, 
Turkish, or Grecian taste. These elegant trifles are not too 
profusely lavished; for they all seem to have their use, and 
rather add to, than diminish the consequence of those nobler 
works of art which enrich the walls. Indeed the whole interior 
of this little palace is so complete, and arranged with such 
unity of design, that it would be injurious to its merits to at- 
tempt comparing it with St. Cloud. That boasted mansion, for 
the perfection of which every atom of French talent has been 
exerted, every touch of French taste laboured and repeated, 
proved at last— but a large Magazin dee Meubles! Confused 
and vilely disposed, the. infamous fashion of never admitting 
two chairs alike into one room, has rendered it the most dis- 
gustingly expensive, and vulgarly ostentatious display otfine 
furniture that ever yet pretended to the name of magnificence. 
St. Cloud is an uphokterer's shop, whence palaces may be fit- 
ted: the Hermitage is a palace ready fitted for the reception 
of kings. 

' And here was spread a court supper, that in splendor and 
yiste well accorded with the graces of the imperial family 
which adorned the banquet. The theatre of the Hermitage, in 
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vhidi operas, masquerades^ m4 b^Uit «r^ ofun gtvfoo, ^iwpg 
die mter re$idence of the empi^ror, waa adapted for the occ^- 
Bimi m a style exqaUi^ely be^fitiful and novel. The ^tist who 
has (he managemont of these fairy phantasies is ^n Italian cab- 
led Gonzalo; and his genius bad now imparted such charms te 
this little tfaentre 41s are £ir beyond my homely pen tp describe. 
In the first plaoe, the pit w^ boarded level with the stage.. 
Oh this platfivm w^e placed tables, in all the pride of an im- 
. perial baiiquet, richly lighted and royally spread for feasti^ 
He festooned ciutsip commop to theatres, was here made of 
gidd tissue, forming resplendent draperies, glittering with 
fringes of cut ^ass. loimediaiely behind this %ade rose drf- 
pery of the same magk^ificent materials in form of a Turkish 
teat; from the centre of which hung a lustre whose numberless 
crystal pendents {produced a consteUation of lig^t. Over this 
fisH a veil of spun glass, woven into transparent network like 
Isee, through which pb^ed the prismadc cc^urs with inde- 
Bcribable brilliancyi cprds and tassels of glass in various fes* 
toons, crossed each other amongst the draperies; beneath which 
stood a circular bower ot rose tiipes in full blow and fragrance* 
A range of arches {advanced sqitaie paces in front of the bower), 
were tastefully ornamented with arabesque devices; and their 
openings fitted up with a film of spun g^s afparmtly $ner 
than cobweb; on which were painted in opaque colours, sylphic 
figures, whidi thus seemed floating in the air. Unseen lights 
were so ingeniously placed as to reflect from this glassy gaua^e, 
productng such aif eSeet as the sun's rays on a light falling 
shower. 

When die whok . of this endumted spot was illuminated, at 
ann^ wellhavebeen misif^n for a diamond mine, destined for 
die fanaqn^ of genii* Nay, t^ char«i was completed by the 
sound of music from a hidden instruinenft, which united in 
itulf the chttracteTs of the organ and Eoliap harp (I d^ not 
see It, but th^ say it will si^^rise me when I do)« These soft, 
mriodioua breatUngs issued froin the thicket of rose trees, and 
finished die magical effect of tUa Arabian fujf Af like sccgo^. 
While ^ pleasure winged the feative hours," I almost fancied 
myself transpprtcd to oni^ of ihftfirtumf^ h^wU of the f;^u- 
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A. A. the inclmed planes of ice. B. the flight of steps in 
order to ascend. C. the flat between the opposite hills; D. peo- 
ple on sledges, impelled towards its base. £. E. fir-trees stuck 
on the top of the hills to give them a cheerful and pretty effect. 
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The bearded natives gather a plentiful harvest of kopecks 
dnriog this carnival, as a few pieces of that mpnejr is tfieir 
usual charge for transporting individuals down the icy fall* 
The mode is as fellows. A sort of sledge, without projections 
of any kind, but in shape and flatness like a butcher's tray, is 
jDost fuitastically and rudely ornamented with carving and 
cdoora, and placed on the sumtnit of the hilL The native 
Ntts himself upon it, very far back^ his legs extending in front 
perfecdy straight. The pemon to be conveyed, places him or 
bcnelf before him in a similar attitude, and both remaining 
iteady, pass rapidly down the frozen torrent* The native be- 
hind guides their course with his hands, on the same principle 
as that of a vessel, touching the contrary side to that which 
Aejr wish to go. To such nicety do they attain, that they steer 
nmd groups of upset persons, without die chance of their 
givmg or' receiving the smallest injury. Many go down in 
these sledges alone ; and others on skates, both men and women, 
who fly forwards in a perfectly upright position. Steadiness 
leeaas the chief accomplishment in the Russian^ater: and the 
nlocity of his motion, the object of pleasure in the spectator. 
Here we nowhere see those graceful motions on the ice, that 
Mercorial sway of limbs in their volant sweep over its surface, 
which have been so much your friend's admiration while 
standmg a wintry day by the Serpentine in Hyde Park. Yoa 
would call the Russians stout skaters; but I fancy the utmost 
of your skill could not teach them elegance. Not that the 
Senerali^ of men in this country, who have fine fbrms^ are 
radically incapable of adopting graceful attitudes; but the cum« 
benomeness of their dress, and the costomary modes of this 
tserdae have never included any thing more pleasing to the 
eye than the simple object of rapid modon. The sensation esL- 
cited in the person who descends in the sledge, is at first 
atremely painful; but after a few times passing through the 
catting air, it is exquisitely pleasurable. This seems strangCt 
hut it is so: as you shoot along, a s6rt of ethereal intoxication 
takes hold of the senses, that is absolutely delightful. 

As I am on the river, I may as well continue my cold de- 
Kriptions, by giving you an account of a ceremony which I 
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^tnessed some ipeeks ago. It is one of die most cddbrated il^ 
Russia, and is observed 'in that vast enqure at every plsee en 
the same day. I mean the benetBction of the waier^m 

The Greek church has two offices for thebeoedtctiottof tke 
waters. The first may be performed at any time, when there 
is a want of holy water for baptism or »ty other religious use. 
The second, the great sanctification, is instituted in memoiy<of 
the immersion of Jesus Christ in the Jordang md is of a ver)r 
ancient date. It may be traced to die times of Saint ChrywM* 
torn ; and is held in such great respect, that any water so con- 
secrated is supposed to remain for years as fresh as when dmni 
from the spring; and when swallowed by sick perscms, to cuie 
them of their disease. Peter the Great, when he caused the pa* 
tiiarchal dignity to be laid aside in his dominions, abolished 
with it many useleto and expensive solemnities. But this one 
of the waters was retained; on what principle I cannot pretend 
to say, so diall content myself with merely shewing to you its 
pageantry. 

Being in the Winter Psdace, dose to the seene of acdon^ I 
had eveiy advantage for viewing what passed. It was di« sixth 
of January,' the day appointed for the ceremony. On the ice o£ 
the Neva was erected a kind- of temple^ made of wood, painted 
and gilt, surmounted witha gold cross, and in front embeiydied 
with pictures relating to the ministry of John the Baptist. Ihe 
dome of this temporary building being supported by piUanooly, 
through the vacant spaces the eye of curiosity may freely 
range. An inclosure of fir boughs twisted together, ttt seme 
distance round the temple, keeps the mobility without, and the 
nobility widiin. This spot is carpeted with scarlet dodi, as is 
the temple, and the platform which reaches to the pdboe, 
whttice the procession proceeds^ The temple is decorated with 
altars, crosses, relics, hcdy books^ jEmd every sort of sacred 
utensil. And in the midst of die consecrated indosure is a hole 
cut in the ice, which is called the Jordan. 

After the liturgy is finished, the priests and archimandrites 
(the superiors of monasteries), and the bishops, apparelled in 
their richest habits, issue from the Winter Palace; and bearing 
lighted tapers^ the censer, and i^eligious banners, proceed to 
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ibt }orda&, singing their appropriate amliema. The imperial 
fuaily and the court then follow; and while the service is per* 
forming, all the troops in. the ci^ are drawn up round the spot, 
wifh dieir standards waving, and the artillery planted ready to 
fire at die conclusion of the ceremony^ 

After several prayers for the sovereign and the people, the 
priest, blessing the water with his uplifted hands three times, 
utters this invocation. 

^ Be present, O merciful God, and by the coming of the Hoty 
Ghost, sanctify tins water! Endue it with the grace of redemp- 
tion, the benediction of Jordan. Make it the fountain of in- 
oorraption, the gift of holiness, the water of absolution, powerful 
to heal bodily sickness, deadly to- every evil spirit, inaccessible 
to every adverse power; and abounding with angelic virtue; that 
all who draw out and partake thereof, may re<;eive it for the 
purificauon of their souls and bodies, for the sanctificatioa of 
dicir houses, and for every thing good and profitable to them* 
For thou art our God, who by water and the Spirit didst renew 
our nature grown old in sin. Thou art our God, who didst 
overwfarim and drown sin by water in the time of Noah* Thou 
art our God, who didst lead the children of Israel through the 
sea by Moses, and so delivered them from the bondage of Pha- 
raoh. Thou art our God, who didst divide the stony rock^ in 
ibe wildcmess, that the waters gushed out to give drink to thy 
tfaiisQr people. Thou art our God, who 1^ fire and water, 
throu^ the ministry of Elijah, didst deliver tlie Israelites from 
die errors of Baal! Do thou, O Lord, now sanctify diis water 
with thy Holy Spirit! And grant unto all who touch it, and par- 
tdce thereof, or are washed therewidi, holiness, salvation, pu* 
rification, and blessing!" 

The priest then consecrates the water with the hdy cross, 
iffimeig;ing it thrice into the stream, and chanting the benedic- 
taoB. This done, he taken some of the water thus rendered of 
divine properties, up in a dish, and touching the clergy and 
others with it, pves the dismission. The guns of all the troops 
then fire, and the solemnity concludes. 

The effect of the varied groups, the military, religious, and 
courtly habits, as well as the chmcteristic accompaniments of 

R 
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adjacent objjects^ gave the vbcde a very apleodid and interest- 
ing appearance. When all was over, we taw motfaf^rs hasttning 
to dip their children in the opening made in the ice; firmly be* 
lievingf while they did so, that they rendered thiem invulnera- 
ble to all the ills of this life, both spiritual and temporaL 

Returning home along the river, I passed a cou^e of beau- 
tiful sledges drawn by reindeer from the Samoiede countiy, 
some hundred versts beyond Archangel. The animals were 
harnessed by the neck, and went extremely swift. They be- 
longed to a nobleman of hig^ rank; and were brought merely aa 
objects of curiosity ; the climate of St. Petersburg^ bebg so 
much too mild for them, that they seldom outlive one season. 
Their appearance in the sledge was remarkably fine, harmo- 
nizing most picturesquely with the snows and ice of the sor* 
rounding view: apd while I looked at them as they swept along 
in all the majesty of strength and grace of motion, I could not 
help regretting that their existence was so prematurely shorten- 
ed. You know I never was a friend to the passion for novdQr 
when it extends to. animate creation, and because it is our fsncy 
induces us to ravish poor birds and beasts from their natiire 
wilds, to languish and die in climates inimical to their natures* 

This letter, from its divers subjects, is a very harlequin 
jacket; grave and gay; any thing, perhaps, but what it ought to 
be. However, as I wish you to share in all I see and hear, you 
must grant me some indulgence for throwing down my obser^ 
vationsjust as they occur. I do not pretend to be favoured 
with the Pegasean quill that was presented to you on entering 
the world: I never reached the wing of the immortal steed; but 
nevertheless, a few hairs I plucked from bis streammg tail, and 
twisting them into a pencil, with a stroke of its paint, now con- 
vey tp you the visible form* of the scene I have attempted to 
describe. ' 

Having run you a race almost as long aa my reindeer, I shall 
now bid you good rest! Adieu! 

• This, with many otlier sketches taken in Russia, and hereafter referred 
to, was kMt in crowing* the Gulf of Botlinia. 
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LETTER XV!. 

St. Petersbfirgfh, Febniafy, 1806. 

AND so you wonder, my dear friend, that I have not yet 
taken notice of the one subject in which I have always, until 
this instance, shown so particular an interest* You ask me, what 
has become of my attachment to the army, that I have riot given 
you any idea of the state of its establishment in Russia! It is 
just where* it was, the firstborn passion in my breast; but, waiting 
for little. more and more information on the subject (which no- 
fting but the return of part of tht army from the frontiers 
cofoH afford me), I have outstaid your patience; and so at pre- 
sent must content myself With quieting your demfands by send- 
ing merely my first sketch of its appearance and uniforms. 
Much further I cannot yet describe; for, as I said before, the 
hte absence of the military has deprived usf, not only of re- 
views, but of even the usual ceremony of an imperial parade. 

The guards are here, with several other regiments; and from 
tay acquaintance with them, I shall be able to send you a few 
observations on this department of the Russian empire. 

The troops which first Strike the eye of a stranger on enter- 
ing St. Petersburgh, are the Cossacs; and certainly more curi- 
ous objects cannot be imagined. Their persons, air, and ap- 
pointments, and the animals on which they are mounted, seem 
so totally at variance, that you can hardly suppose a reason for 
so unequal a union. The men are robust and fit for service: 
their horses appear completely the reverse: mean in shape, and 
douching in motion, every limb speaks of languor, and every 
moment you expect to see them drop down dead under their 
keavy burthen: but so false are these shows, that there is not a 
more hardy animal existing; it will travel incalculable journeys, 
and remain exposed to the heat or cold, day and night, without 
manifesdng any sense of inconvenience. 

These little rugged beasts never, like our V}ar horse^y know 
the luxiiry of a snag stable and a well littered bed, nor ever 
enjoy the comfort of a currycomb or whisp of straw. Their 
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sustenance is of the most scanty sort; but, in spite of toil and 
rough fare, they endure all widi unabated strength; and are thus, 
of all animals, the best fitted for a soldier's life. Indeed, when 
I consider their training, and also diat of the Russian soldiers 
in general, I cannot but prefer the stmidicity of theit wants to 
the comparatively luxUl'ious habits of our army. A man who 
accustomshimself to costly fare, may not be less willing thaa 
one of poorer appetites to brave all the privations of a cam- 
paign, or the famine of a siege; but he must be less able to bear 
them, and so be more likely to sink in the conflict. One of the 
first qualifications of a soldier is that of being personaBy har- 
. dy: and wherever we have found the most powerful and popu- 
lar generals, we see that they accustom themselves to endure 
every privation which could possibly aifect a military life. Gus- 
tavus Vasa, and Charles the TwellUi of Sweden, are eminent 
instances of dus; and the great Suwarroff gave not a less meri- 
torious example to the army of Russia. 

But to return to the Cossacs. Though now formed into re- 
gular regiments, they receive no other pay than the usual allow- 
ance for cavahy. The origin of this brave race, who in so many 
wars have been amongst die best soldiers of the empire, was a 
resdess band of fugitives from Astrakhan, and the provinces of 
Polish Russia, Podolia, and Volhynia. Having left their na- 
tive soil, they wandered towards the banks of the Boristhenes, 
where they took possession of several small islands, subristiDg 
themselves by ravages, piracies, and plunder. Prom this douUe 
mode of depredation they soon became formidable to the Turks 
on the Black Sea. Their maritime adventures, and enterprises 
on land, formed them into excellent seamen as well as soldiem 
and their nearest neighbours regarded them with jealousy aadl 
dread* 

Stephen Batori, king of Poland, aware of their growing 
consequence, had the address to attach them to his interests; 
and, to induce them to serve in his armies, gave them lands 
and many privileges in the Ukraine, guaranteed to them the 
right of being governed by their own chief, and put them in 
possession of the strong fort of Tretimiroff on the Borisdienes. 
The succeeding princes of Poland were not so prudent as 
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Balori; and, ««teiiq>tii|g to entirely subjagate their, hardy 
idiies, a abaip contention arose between them; and the Cossaca^ 
oyembelmed by die numbers and diacipline of their treache<* 
rotts^frienda, emigntted in vast numbers to a tract of codntry 
00 the banks of the Don and Volga. Others went to the bor* 
den' of the Caspian Sea, and seizing the town of Azoph^ 
enablished themselves 4n great strength. But the Poles con- 
tiaamg to harass them, they applied to the Muscovites for 
succour; and since then have been most firmly attached to the 



They are distinguished by the names of Donski and Ukraine 
Cossacs; and the Tzar Peter, finding them so valuable an 
atqnisifion, idlowed them, imrestricted, their usual govern- 
ineitt, which is a sort of military democracy. Their chief is 
aUed die Hetpan, and is elected in a general meeting of the 
heads of the people, leaving the confirmation of bis dignity to 
the sovereign of Muscovy. The office is for life. Every' town 
hai its governor, also caUed a Hetman, who is chosen annually, 
mi is accountaUe to the grand Hetman. The Tzar awarded 
to the Cossacs his protection in retaining to them the enjoy- 
meat of their ancient laws and privileges, without paying any 
tribute to him, provided they would always hold themselves 
ia readiness to sqppear in arms at their own expense, whenever 
he ahoold deem it necessary to require their services. I am 
told that their usual power is 16,000 men, which they can 
brag into the fidd any day that is demanded of them by the 
eBperor* 

Their riches consist in cattle and horses. Their habitations 
are clew, and their diet chiefly fish, flesh, and fruits, cooked 
ia the pbiftcst way. The men are v&ty tall, well proportioned, 
ttd gready daiFer in the character of their heads from those 
of their neighbours* They are hardy, brave, active, and lively; 
bat, like most uncultivated nations, few of them have any idea 
of the refiaements of honour. Their dialect is a mixture of 
Polish and Russ. When they first accepted the protection of 
Poland they were pagans; but they now profess the christian 
religion as it is established in Russia. • 

Their dress is military.and usoful; consisting of a close dar]^ 
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dten to the amount of 5600 men: making a toud of 109»65a« 
Besides these there were forces on the frontiers and in garri- 
son, calculated at 150,000 men; not indhiding the Cossaci!} 
Calmucs, and Tartars, in the service of Russia^ amounttogto 
an equal number. 

The uniform of the infantry was commonly green with red 
facings: the cavalry wore blue returned widi red; the artillery 
and bombardiers scarlet, with blue and Uack facings. The 
whole army was ^distinguished with white cockades. Eveiy 
regiment, like our own, takes its name from the district in 
which it was raised. The grenadiers are the only cxceptios, 
and they are called by the name of their commanders. The 
pay, in the time of the Tzar, was not very considerable; but, 
according to the period, perhaps fully adequate to the expenses 
of the soldier. To foreign officers he gave almost one third 
more than he paid to those of his own country. This of couise 
was to induce them to serve him. 

I by chance met widi a little work on the subject (printed 
at Strawberry-Hill); it is scarce; and as probably you may 
have never seen it, I shall make an extract from it relative to 
the ps^, &c. of the Russian soldier during the year 1710. It 
was a memorandum of sir Charles Whitworth's while ambas- 
sador ai this court. 

The whole expense for clothing and arming a foot soldier 
was twelve rubles. They were new equipped every two years; 
and a kopeck a day was stopped for that purpose out of their 
pay. The nobility were obliged to furnish horses for the cavahyt 
for which govemnient allowed them seven rubles fpr each 
animal. Sir Charies Whitworth says, that eleven rubles per 
annum was the pay of a soldier, exclusive of his monthly 
allowances of com, peas, bacon, &c. Another author shows 
that this sum is merely nominal, as more than half of it was 
deducted for the purchase of clothes, medicines, flints, arms, 
and a hundred etcetera. As far as relates to these regulations, 
little difference has taken place to this day; you may judge for 
yourself, as underneath I have set down the state of the pay 
in the time of Peter, and have added to it that of the army at 
the present period. 
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^ield-Mflnlial 10,000 

Lieutenant-GeBeral , , 1,560 

Major-General i 1,170 

Mtfjov-General (« foreigner) .••*.,. 1,950 

Brigadier*General 1,040 

Colonel « ••., 550 

Xieutenant-Golonel S90 

Magor 325 

Clerk of the regiment ••.•••,.. 91 
• • • • . . • . 130 



A COKPAKT. 

Yearlf|»f 

Captain 234^ 

Lieutenant 130 

Ensign 104 

Quarter-Master 91 

3 Sergeants • • 15 

6 Corporals ••••••'•••• 13 

Clerk of the Company . • . 13 

2 Drummers 11 

S4 Private soldiers 11 



Th# colonels and lieu* 
tenant-colonels had 
aU ' companies, and 
of course would re* 
ceire allowances ac- 
cordingly* 



In 1806. 

Cobnel 900 

Lieutenant-Colonel 680 

JVIajor • • 500 

Captain 415 

Lieutenant •••••••.« 300 

£nsign(or2dLieutenant) • • 240 

Private of infantry • • . . . 3 and 30 kopecks. 

Private of Cavalry 4 

Private of artillety • « . • • 4 and 20 kopecks* 

S 
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The evolutions of the army remained in the state Peter ike 
First left them, until Peter the Third, smitten by«lhe miliuuy 
Came of -Frederick the Second, adopted t^ Prussjusntaaicsas 
far as his short reigii would allow* Amoiigst other tnmsfomia- 
tions he <$ha9ged the generally red facings of the iafiuitry to 
colours varied according to the respective regiments* His suc- 
cessor the Great Catherine, had no whims in ber aUera^ons: she 
laid aside all the stiQhesses premeditated by her late husbaodt 
and studied the utility ^qd ease of the soldier more than the 
smartness of his appearance. It was ^be who gav<» the commo- 
dious large trowsers which, the Cossacs now wear* Her son 
Paul again embraced the Prussian passion, entirely altertngtfae 
system introduced by her, and making all around him German 
to the most violent excess. Indeed, the martial Isvw, dress, and 
parade attending every minute circumstance, civil and militaiy, 
are too well known for me to descant on here. However, no 
fault can be found with the aspect of the present Russian sol- 
dier* His air is martial, and his general appearance admiraUe. 

The heavy cavalry wear green uniforms, cut short in the Aus- 
trian fashion with various facings. Their helmets are very higb) 
crested with an enormous quantity of bristly hair; and fbe effect 
is altogether more that of an antique casque, than of a modem 
invention. White pantaloons have superseded the trowsers; and 
so far from being on the easy plan, they gird the wearer so 
tightly round the waist that you cannot look on him without 
being reminded of a wasp. This custom is not handsome; and 
by no means friendly to health, as the encirclement comes 
up so high on the body as to subject the soldier to great iocoe*- 
veniencies; and, in the coui'se of a tittle time, must produce the 
most serious consequences. 

The infantry wear a similar coat with the cavalry; and have 
felt caps like our own, decorated with a feather formed of hair 
dyed black, green, or red. The sword and bayonet are girt 
round their loins; and a broad white belt, crossing their left 
shoulder, carries the cartouchbox. This latter appendage be* 
longs to all the troops. White cloth pantaloons and boots com- 
plete their appareL 

The emperor Alexander being much attached to his army^ 
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aid Mglicfaig to nraric the emulation wkfa which the officers 
atrire to outfitrip eM!h other in their profeaftion, takes great 
pBiW with his gnards: asid I think I may vemore to pronounce 
ttiar Aey are as fine a body of men as any crowned head in £u« 
n^ c«i boast. They are of immense stature, warlike in their 
air, and resiarfeable for steadiness in all their duties* Their 
Apcss is green, like the rest of the infantry rshowing their pre- 
oraienee by no other difference than their colossal heig^t^ 
mdi increased by a high horsehair feather in their cap* 
Tbrif mustachios are nicely blacked and pinched; and their 
whiskers, which are enormous, almost meet across the chin; 
nd befaig whitened with powder, impart a striking expression 
rf ferocity to their countenances. 

The life guards of his imperial majesty are the cfievalier^ 
gmrdt and the gvard d chevah They are clothed in white with 
nA capes and sleeves, and a huge highcrested helmet, the com* 
iBon cavalry belt with a long straight sword, and the stiff jack- 
boot The officers are generally tall, but so thin and pinched at 
the waist that it is painful to see them move; as the joining of 
tbeif body to their hips seems held by so slender an adhesion, 
that one cannot bm apprehend every succeeding motion may 
break it in twain. 

One of the moat superb regiments in the Russian service is 
diat of the Hnlans, commanded by the archduke Constantine. 
He is particularly fond of it; always wears the uniform, whidi 
isMne with red returns and gold; and exercises it according to 
dw Austrian system. The hussars, I understand, are no incon- 
iidend>le ri^fals to the magnificence of this corps; but the dress 
of their oflkers I should think by much too rich: the ntost pro- 
foaeiy decorated light dragoons we have in Eng^nd, zrt plain 
in comparison. The custom of loading military uniforms with 
expeasive and needless ornaments is certainly wearing out; 
and a happy circumstance it is, both for the convenience and 
pttrse of the officers; and much rejoiced will every true soldier 
be, when he sees the army in general more usefully and less 
gaudily appointed* Indeed, so great a friend am I to the sim- 
plicity which seems so consonant with the military profession 
dat, even Wheie splendor is knost admissible, when I have 
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seen your full dresa of the guards at St. Jamea's, I h«ye tbouj^ 
ita absolutely overlaying with gold lace, more becoming ai 
narch's page than one of the guarjdians of Ua safety. The i 
' soldierlike and serviceable dress I have met with in any coua* 
try is that of the Coasacs^ for it contains every thing .(exceptiajr 
more appropriate arms), which is requisite in cavalry. 

I am not yet sufficiently intimate with my subject to give yon 
a just opinion of what may be aU the virtues of a Russian sol" 
dier. The officers ai^e in general fuU of hi ghmilitary honour; and^ 
if we admit obedience to be the first qualification in the 'private, 
and no attempt to argue the propriety of any order received^ to 
be the sec^Mid, then certainly the Russian soldiers poasess thote 
excellences in full perfection. Taken from a state of f&iavefyt 
they have no idea of acting for themselves when any of thdr 
superiors are by; hence, they are as ready to receive aU oat* 
ward impressions as a piece of clay in the modeller's hands; 
and that the hands of their modellers are not very idk, 
they daily feel on their heads and shoulders enforced by die 
cane. 

Though humbled, the spiritof this hardy race is not subdued. 
It shows its latent manly powers in the field ag^nst the enemy: 
for there is not a braver set of men anywhere than the Russian 
soldiers. The frequent wars between them and the Persiaas 
and Turks, who are such fierce combatants, gives them a wiki 
ferocity in action^ and accustoms them to the determinadon 
never to give way. This temper they carry into odier coun- 
tries, as the campaigns of Suwarroff and Bagration so gjori* 
ously testify. 

The army is recruited by a tax on the nobility of so mtay 
slaves out of every hundred they possess. The number is regu* 
lated according to the exigencies of the. state. 

I have not been very profuse in my remarks on nation^d 
character, because, I think I might as well decide on the 
general effect of a statue, by seeing only its leg or amH aa 
write confidently of the "Russian manners, when I have pene- 
trated no further than this city. Indeed, I know of no study so 
uncertain as that of individuals; and it is by a number of indi- 
viduals that we judge of a people: and where we find it so 
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/ 
dMkall to gain a true knowledge of onr own chiiracters, we. 

oaghtiiot t9 consider the task so easy to comprehend thkt of 
(Aen. Some persons have a happy facility in seizing the 
chancteriatic points of a nation:, and none was more eminently 
gifted with this powefr thab Peter the First. I will transcribe a 
specimen; and instead of receiving the poor pittance of my 
opiniQO on one country, you shall be enriched with the judg- 
lacal of so great an emperor on several* It was his estimation 
flf ibe fimreigners whom he encouraged to come to his new 
septal. 

^ You may pve to a Frenchman (says he) liberal pay: he 
sever amasses money, and loves pleasure. The case nearly an- 
sirers to the German; only he spends what he labours for in 
good living, not on dte gay vanities of the Frenchman. To an 
BagBshman m<MPe must be given: he will enjoy himself at any 
nte; should he even call in to his aid his own credit. A Dutch^^ 
flon rarely eats enough to pacify nature; his sole object is 
Qoanomy: less, consequently, will serve him. An Italian is by 
asture inoculated with parsimony: a trifle, therefore, will do 
{briam: almost out of nothing he will contrive to save; making 
00 mysteiy of it, but acknowledging that he serves from home 
widi no other view than to amass money to enable him to re- 
turn with affluence to the heaven of Europe, his own dear 
Italy." 

I am now preparing to make a visit to Mosco, the ancient 
capital of this empire. There many of the oldest fiamilies of 
coQsequence reside; living in a state of lordly hospitality appro- 
priate to their rank and highly honourable to their magnificence. 
Prom dience I shall send you more satis£M:tory accounts; being 
then enabled to speak more correctly on the native and unso- 
phisticated manners of the Muscovite nation. Many hundred 
Bi3es shall I travel before I again subscribe myself your faith* 
iiilinend. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Mweo, Fefarouyi 1806. 

THE Russian winter is now far advanced: and at die mode 
•f travelling is so different from that of safmner, and ladesd 
from any thing practised in countries where the froit is leu 
severe, I shall give you a view of our accommodatkas before 
we set out. 

On February the twenty-second, old sftyk, Mr. H— «*- of 
Northamptonshire and myself proposed for our mntiial comfoft 
that the trip should be made together. With passports propeiif 
registered, and an order to the posthouses to furnish us wiA 
hcHTses to the number of seven, we began our movements. The 
expense of this licence is at the rate of a kopeck a verst for cask 
animal, according to the number the traveller deems necessary 
to take him to the end of his journey. The receipts behmg to 
government. To the furnisher of the horses at each stage, we 
afterwards pay two kopecks as his remuneration. 

The vehicle we purchased for ourselves was a K<Mika; a 
well contrived and snug machine, not dear, costing oriy thirty 
five rubles, that is, five guineas British. ltd form is simple, 
being nothing more than a large wooden cradle, fixed on a 
double keel or skate of the same material, strongly shod widi 
iron. Our trunks were placed at the head and foot; and fiUiig 
the intermediate space at the bottom with- hay, m aiU ' tos cs, pil* 
lows, and other soft accompaniments, we wrapped our persons 
in pelisses, furred boots, caps, '8cc. and laying ourseh^es pros* 
trate, side by side, in the bed we bad made, were ready to sdfy 
forth in as regular a northern array as any veteran of the Roi» 
sian winter. Our domestics followed in a barouche, deprived 
of its wheels, the better to facilitate its union with 'the aledge; 
but, like many other ill suited matches, the connexion became 
so uneasy to both parties that a separation was constandy threat- 
ened; and a most troublesome companion we found these two 
made one in our journey. 
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Bctog ai^prised ifaat there were no deeent iiiBS on the road, 
pe provided ail eons of co&veniencies for ourselvee and suite. 
lodeed, we had received ao terrible a description of the houses 
we were to stop at, while the horses vere changing, that I 
fejved from heat, smells^ dirt, and vermin, that I should not be 
Ale to end«ire them a moment; and so took every precaution 
^SU»t •Bteriag them at all if it could be possible* These places 
wete the dwellings of the postmasters, whose only article of 
aenrtshment for the wearied traveller is coffee or tea* 

The mode of attaching the horses to this vehicle is different 
fcom that used on similar occasions in any other country that I > 
Iwre.ever aeenf they being harnessed (generally six in numberV 
sbieast, like the chariots of old. The traces are of ropes; and th^ 
driver sits on a box in front of the kabitka. The steeds^ whick 
dws imitate the fashion of the heroic ages, unfortunately ii i 
appearance are every thing that is wretched and mean: the; j 
9m diminMtHi^e, with matted coats and clotted tails and mane^^ 
fadeedi their aspect is 9^ pitiable to an English eye, that yoii 
expect to see them stretched on the snow, never to rise again, ^ 
leog before they have measured half a dozen versts* With such ; 
e»|ttiHte halting places in perspective, and promising animals' 
Vk fimw us towards them, after a series of ioconvenient delays 
we fst last, late in the day of the twenty-second, moved off. 

We soon arrived at the barrier gate, and producing our cre- 
dentials to the officer on guard, were allowed hcmourable pas- 
Wffti and again putting our cattle to their speed, pressed for* 
wand towards the next stage with a swiftness incredible. We 
wr $ii9l oi^r horses were like those of the Cossacs, of bad ap- 
pesinnce but radical worth; and reclining in our pradle, com- 
Mtted ourselves to their guidance with feelings of confidence 
mi-€99t most luxuriously delightftiK 

We had not travelled long before we found oursdves on an 
exttiisive plain of snow, bounded by black forests of birch and 
duck fir. The road was excellent; and the rapidity of our car* 
riage seemed to increase rather than diminish widi the distance* 
Before we reached the first post, we passed many travellers 
embtrweUed in like manner with ourselves; and also saw several 
curious looking villages. As they all resemble each other in 
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architectural arrangement, by describing otie> I shall give you 
a toleAibly accurate idea of the whole of these rustic resideftoes 
throughout the empire. Scarcely any difierettce is distinguisli- 
able amongst them all, unless it may be in the mt or materiab 
of the church, or in its being built with or without a steeple* 

The houses are constructed of wood, the walls being com- 
piled of long round beams, or rather trunks of trees, benft 
of their limbs and bark, laid horizontally one on the other widi 
nicety and neatness. Not a nail is used in this* erection; the 
building being so contrived as to be taken down at pleasure, 
^and reerected in a few hours on any other spot. I am told that 
tit Mosco there is a house market^ where you may purchase 
imall villages readtf made: villas also, and houses of every size 
and pattern, fill up this extraordinary magazine; so, that if any 
bne happens to be burnt out in the morning, before night he 
lay have a room at least erected at a cheap rate, to cover hia. 

Most of the villages consist of one street only, pretty wide, 
presenting to the eye a row of gable ends, resembling the an- 
cient towns in Britain. In the wall, are windows of four panes 
of glass, with curious carved ornaments a-top; and on their 
shatters (which open outwards) a variety of flowers, stars, and 
strange devices are painted in the rudest taste, and often 
blended with gilding. The national admiration of nainting and 
sculpture is everjnvhere manifested on the fa9ades of the cot- 
tages. The latter is certainly the best executed; and in some 
of their wild carvings frequendy may be discovered the gerflis 
of real talent. Every house has a gallery or baUustradingbdow, 
besides the roof projecting from the face of the building, to 
defend its inmates from the sun during summer, and the wea- 
ker in the severer season. I understand thatnohabitation^are 
cooler than these during the hot months, nor any warmer 
through the whole of the cold. A sort of double gate separates 
each from its neighbour, and leads into a large courtyard filled 
with sheds, old kabitkas, and other carriages of the country; 
besides an accumulation of dirt, rotten straw, jaded horses, pigs, 
and other nuisances; completing a museum of nastiness 
scarcely to be found in anyother civilized spot on the globei. 
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I hare mode a sketch of one of diese villages wbicb will as-^ 
stsf yoa in comprehendnig my deacrtptioii. At the posthouae 
Vem observe a pele^ on which is suspended a straw wreath and 
firar or five tassels. I must {dead ignorance of this emblem; and 
oil inqnirifig, I foOnd the postmaster no wiser than myself. 

N<nhing interesting presenting itself, we travelled onwards^ 
dmmgb towns and villages, and over a dreary country, rendered 
ISB thousand times more so by the season. All around was a 
vast w4ntry flat: and frequendy not a vestige of man or of cul- 
tivation was seen, not even a solitary tree, to break. the bound- 
less expanse of snow. Indeed, no idea can be formed of the 
iaimense phdns we traversed, unless you imagine yourself at 
sea, far, far from the sight of land. The Arabian deserts cannot 
be more awful to the eye, than die appearance of this scene* 
Such is the general aspect of the country during the rigours of 
wmter; With now and then an exception of a large forest skirt- 
iiig the horizon for a consideraUe lengtii of way. At intervab, 
as you shoot albng, you see openings amongst its lofty trees, 
from which emerge picturesque groups of natives and their one- 
horse sledges, whereon are placed the different articles of com- 
njerce, going to various parts of this empire. They travel in 
vast numbers, and from all quarters, seldom fewer than one 
kmdred and fifty in a string, having a driver to every seventh 
horse. The effect of tilts cavalcade at a distance is very curious; 
nd in a morning, as they advance towards you, the scene is as 
bsflutifal as strikingw The sun tiien rising, throws his rajrs 
Mposb the snow, transforming it to the sight into a sur&oe of 
diamonds. From the cold of the night, every man and horse 
is-encrusted with these frosty particles; and the beams falling 
sa them toOt seem to cover dieir rude faces and rugged habits 
nith a tissue of the most dazzling brilliants. The manes of the 
kones, and the long beards of the men, from the quantity of 
congealed breatii, have a particuhriy glittering effect. 

Novgorod was the first place of consequence that lay upon 
die road* On entering from the St« Petersburg^ side, a long,^ 
high range of brick wall presents itself; the ruined towers and 
battlements, some of which are very interesting, being quite of 
a difierent charactered fortification from that of any ancient 

T 
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fortress I had ever before behekU The gttdiid mmueti of the 
holy bufldings, whose heads proudtty shtaeibshe heavens^ ferai- 
td a eontrast, foil of reiectioti, to diia poor tnutihfted mtlitaiy 
eestttw* I never saw hi any place^ however wrbtcbed, anch for^ 
lorn effects fhim time and deyastation as met my ^eyes on en> 
tering the townc so neglected, so poveny striekeni houses M- 
kig mto ruin, and whole streets, in some parts, one wide wasis 
of desolation. Such is the present state of a ci^ once d»e capital 
bf the country; the residence of the eariie^ft sovereigns oS the 
eSfipire; and a place so flourishing by grandeur and by com* 
merce, as to give rise to the proverb; .^^ God and the great city 
of Novgorod who can withstand?** Hie river VoUeoff divides 
it, running into the lake Ilmen at a short distance from the towa. 
This vast body of water was unlrozen in the centre when we 
crossed, owing to the extraordinary rapidity of the flood: aad 
I am told that under the most severe frosts it seldom freezes. 
A very long bridge on boats, for the conveniency of removal on 
account of the ice, is thrown over the lake. 

As this is one of the tnost ancient towns in Rustta, (being the 
native place of the great Princess Olga, who asaumed the empira 
in the jrear 9i5) and the chief city of its grand-princes for maay 
<i century, we can have no difficult}' in crediting the traditioBal 
accounts of what was once its magnitude. At Resent, within 
seven versts from Novgorod, stands a monastery, behind wh^oh 
iitty say formerly extended the old walls; nay, die spot on 
which that church is" built has been pointed out to mn as haviag 
been the centre of the ^^ Great City.'' I could not set anyiuiBS 
on this quarter to bear witness to die teadmony. 

Whikt our horses were preparing, my fellow mwdkr and 
myself paid a short visit to the cadiedral of Saint SopUn. it 
was bttth near nine hundred years ago, by VllKlimir^ painoe of 
Novgorod! The exterior ta a dull coUeodon of gboasy aidMs» 
decorated widi godiicaity painted legcnda of awns* Wiifain, 
are relics, held in great vanandon by the people; monuments 
of departed piteoes, bishops, &c.: and high amidst the diA 
fanereal light of the circfing roof, the reosains of silkett baMMM: 
nnKtary, I suppoae^ from their form and station. 
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We wcve Aomu a huge miUaiQne, which is regavded with 
ihe most d«vout reverence on account of die wonders attached 
Is its history. It is believed that St* Anthony used it as a raft 
jacrassing the Levant, and then made it his vehicle to Now 
gorodi where the pecq>le, astonished at such a miracle, were 
dnmn to listen to his nussion, and immediatdy embraced the 
dscttine tau|^ by so manifest a messenger from Heaven* It 
kssid, that in commemoration of his having introduced the 
diriitiBn reli|^on into tins city, he founded the very monastery 
ia wfaiflh this ptecious relic now resides. 

Neither my eom|>anion nor I being aUe to Mvntlhw the mUU 
Hone^ we took a civil leave of our eiqMsitors, and left the 
daneh. Reaming to the posthouse, we found our carriages 
itsdy; and agiun placing ourselves within them, proceeded 
ever many dreary tracks of snow till we reached Twer* 

TUs town is die capital of a province of that nam^; and is 
imik at the coi^iux of the Twertza and the Volga: the latter 
river is new celebrated for its fine fish; once upon a day it drew 
in fiune from the warriors who encamped on its banlu: but 
ittfipy is die period when peace gives leisure for those pleasures 
Is he noticed, which in times of war are passed over as thei 
«avcs that flow along unseen or unreganled. The wanior'/i 
ffarf is an nttrsetive Ug^t that we are all fond of grasping; but 
ifitleada aot to peace, and the honour of those for whom they 
igbt,' we are but trouUers of the world, and rather deserve a 
iMherthaa a laureL 

The dty is mndi larger than thi^ of Novgorod; and in ancioit 
d^B was one of its proudest rivals. Yarastof the third, the 
' of Alexander Nefsky, received this prbcipality as hie 
[ and transmitted the succession to a long train of 
deeoeodants. Twer is divided into the old and new town. The 
inner, aicnatedon the oppostee side of the Volga, consists of 
Madcn cottages, and has rather a miserable appearance. But 
dtthater having been burnt down in the year 1763, Catherine 
dtt second no sooner heard of the calamity, than she ordered 
it to be reerecud on one of her own healthy and beaiidfoi 
plans. She waa at die .expense of rebuilding the governor's 
lK»ase, the bishop's palace, the courts of justice, the exchange, 
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and other public butkUngti aad to eogiige il» inb<toaatti to 
fottow her models for the new towi^ she gave each of them a 
a loan of three hundred pounds for twelve years withoat in* 
teiest. The money advanced by her imperial majesty •was sixty 
thousand pounds; and she afterwards renutted one tluid of 
the sum. The streets are broad^ open, and long; and the houses 
being tMrick stuccoed, and of a good architecture, they produce 
a very handsome effect. The same beneficent empress founded 
a school here for the burghers' children; and an academy for 
the young nobility. There is also an ecclesiastical college* lo 
short nothing that could be conducf ve to the comfort, impiiive<* 
ment, and prosperity of her people was neglected by this august 
princess. If ever sovereign deserved to be conaidiered as the 
fostering parent of a naticm, it was Catherine the groat. You 
may trace her name from one end of this .vast empire to die 
other; not in ciphers written over doors and windows, but in 
acts of munificence and wisdom which fill us with the most 
unalloyed admkation. Who can bring to remembrance dutt 
Catherine in some cases felt too much like a woasan, w4ien ia 
^veiy public deed of her life (and they were unceamng)* you 
see manifested the sage, the heroine, and the affectioaste 
gumrdian of millions of people? 

Twer is a place of considerable commerce, owing to iu 
situation on the conflux of two such advantageous rivers. And 
periiaps on this account we found a very good inn, which wss 
no trifling comfort; though we were detained, and imposed on 
too, by the clumsiness and roguery of the host. Our unlucky 
barouche, after a variety of disasters in iu journey, here broke 
fairly down; and thus proved the folly of making use, in these 
regions, of any carriage that is not adapted to the roadaaad 
horses of the country. After much bungling we at length got 
the vehicle mounted on its skates; and I inquired of the land- 
lord his demand for the share he had in die repairs; he cooiiy 
asked thirty rublcMl So exorbitant a charge oceasioned me to 
remonstrate; at this moment my servant came up (an honest 
Russ, who some timie befiore had been made free); he inquired 
what was the matter. I told him die extortion of the man, and 
that I wanlied to beat him down. "^ I'll beat him down!'' cried 
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htf catching the pocor wrcteh by tibe bett^; and Itjrisg opoo hit 

slwuldsrs, with all bis night, an immeiMe bludgeon large 

caoagh to be called a chifaw As the tenified hoBt swung round 

St tfae am^s kogth of my doughty champion, the blows fell 

like bail upon his baick^ while he kept bawling outt *^ twenty, 

ifteea, ten, &e." till he reduced his denumd to the more rea» 

•oaaUe sum of two rubles. On this cry, like the last bidding 

at an auction, the appraiser w'as satisfied, and the luunmer felL 

The poor buttered wretch was released; and bowmg with a 

giitefol air to his chastiser, turned to me. Almost killed with 

hughing at so .extraordinary a s^gbt, I paid him his rubles. I 

was no less amused at the stupid indiffisrenee with which the 

standem by regarded the whole transactioii; «id got into the 

UUtka to pursue our journey, debating with myself, whether 

the frequent drubbings these slaves endure, really reduces their 

fleih to the consistence of stockfish; or whether the friendly 

ihsepskins on their backs do not. blunt the force of blowsy 

which otherwise threaten not only bruises but broken bones. 

Tkt horn be made to my triumphant vflet entertained me as 

amch as isny thing; and as we drove off, he repealed his oM* 

soMWisith as moch respect as if we bad given hhn a hundred 

dncais, instead of a few rubles and a drubbing into the basgaln* 

What will you say to me for standing by to countenance such 

a scene? Boat in hct, my uaspire took me so by surprise, and I 

was so convulsed with laughter at thi^ odcBty of the group 

disy- fawsed, and the whole was perforased in so short a time, 

that Idoebve I had not power to stir from the spot or speak 

a wwndf and so far once allowed the ridbcnlous to get the better 

of soy hnnuaiity. 

We aow hoped to proceed quietly to Mosco; but alas! we 
hadvoe gone very far beibre the barouche sledge showed sjrmp* 
lom»Ql disunion again; and at the village of KUn our servants 
had the extraordinary pleasure of anodier summerset in the 
enew. While oear plague was reitting, I left the management 
to ihe hero who hnd so wdl acquitted himsdf duringthe last 
ainr, ««nd entered the posthmise. fiy way of amusing my al- 
moatexhansted padenoe^ as die apartment was rather curious, 
I inade-a skeich of the scene witl^* These dwellings being all 
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alike, my drawing win preaent y cm with the image ct their fom 
ud inhabiuuiU; but my pen, reluctaDt to be idle in your ser* 
vice, insists upon bringing before your mind^s «en«e», its diit^ 
effluvia, and varieties of wretchedness. As the poet recoa* 
mends pomfi to taie phyMtc^ perhaps it may not be less sahitaiy 
now and then to give the delicacy of British organs a similar 
regimen! So, without further apology, I shall, notwithstandbg 
my ^^ damnable faces, begin!" 

One room is the habitation of aB the inmates. Hert diqr 
eat, sleep, and perform all the functions of life. One quarter 
of it is occupied by a large stove or peech, fiat at the top; oa 
which many of them take their nocturnal rest; and daring the 
day loll over its baking warmdi, for hours, by threes and fimis 
together, in a huddle, not more decent than disgusting. Be* 
neath, is an excavation like an oven, used fair the double daty 
of cooking their victuals, and heating the dwelling to the de* 
sired temperature. The apartment I am descrilMttg, readved 
insufferably stifling by the stove, the breaths, and other f«md« 
gations, contained the postmaster, his wife, his mother, Ui 
wife's mother, an infant, and two men, iqjparently attached la 
the post department, aa they wore green mUforms* There vmtt 
others besides, who being radier withdrawn in a dark cerwi^ 
we couldT not distinctly 4>bserve. 

When we entered, thfe top of the oven was oocu^ed hy die 
three women and ehild^ aUaoat all in a state of natase. The 
youngest was extreaMly pretty, and seemed, though a SMdMl^ 
not mxxp than fifteen. This is nothing surpriaingi aa the waraidi 
of these stoves act upon the human constitution as hothnaet 
do upon exotics. A bed with dirty curtaina filled one ooiaev 
of the roomi a few benches and a table, completed dbe finai- 
ture. The walla were not qmte so barren, being covered wsk 
uncouth prints mid ittnttmerabk daubinga. In one s^ «ar 
placed a ptcture or eiEgy of our Saviour and the Virgin, deco^ 
rated widi silver plates, stamped most curiously. Ffom the 
ceiling was suspended a lamp, which during certain holjfb^e 
is kept continiudly burning. Hanring finiah»l my akeich, we 
Wt this cyclopeandea^ notonfy to kxAtato, the state of oiv 
carriages but to breath a litde fresh air, as its heat and aesneb 
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so peariferouft that we felt ourselves eoxnpeUed to make 
mr escape, or resign ourselves to suffocation. As we opened 
As dsor^ the steam issued with us like smoke from the crater 
ofsTdcaao* 

While we stood by the repairing barouche, a priest came 
fathfrom the house we had quitted. He was a young, healthy, 
ad good looking man, with long and beautiful hair divided on 
Ua foiebead, and flowing gracefully on each shoulder, in the 
^fie of Raphael's head. He addressed us in his native tongue, 
bit finding us ignorant in that point, changed his eloquence to 
tt Latin language; and now being understood, he poured 
Ui wkh such vehemence and inconsistency that we soon dis- 
MRed he had been pa3ring his devotions to a certain heathen 
diily, from whom he had received a most spirited afflatus; so 
wadk so, diat he seemed to forget both himself and the dignity 
rfhtt profcBsion. Indeed be pestered us so adhesively that 
ti wefe g^d to shake him off, even by darting back into the 
of the postmaster. He followed us in, proceeding as 
men do who taie an enemy into their mouth to steal away 
Ihrfr unaes; and after a most tormenting half hour, he at last 
■id something in his nadve tongue, unintelligible to us, but 
•Wei to the understanding of the rest, that the females made 
dieir escape as if a shot had fallen amongst them. Our host 
iittoed extremely angry; and, I suppose, intimated to the 
odrsiaBtic that he desired his absence; for he turned round 
viA a soHen relnetance, and proceeding towards the door, cast 
kbeye OD the painted efigy of our Saviour and his Mother. 
Bsitopped suddenly, and with the greatest reverence crossed 
UMself several times, and then left the place. 

I cauMoc say the example of this pastor was very edifying 
IS his lock, it being now one df their most sacred fksts in the 
Gfsek calendar, when it is infamous amongst the Russians not 
Is Astam from all strong liquors. This man was a secular 
fiiett; and, I am told that many of the lower rank of that 
onicr are rather free in their modes of life. Not so with those 
rf higher dignity: they are cdebraied for qualifications quite 
the ecatrary; for pority of heart and sanctity of manners. I 
«i& evince my respect to them, by giving you the opinion of 
<tte who knew them well. 
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"The tjupetlor clergy at this time arc men whose simplici- 
ty, candour, and primitive modesty, would have illustratec! 
the first ages of Christianity, Their way of living, from the na- 
ture of their order, being all monks, is very rigid. And as it 
precludes them from mixing with the world, it is not to be 
wondered at that few of them should have that easiness of ad- 
dress which a frequent intercourse with society only can give. 
But their manners are gentle as their life is austere* Biassed 
by early education, they are perhaps a little too partial to the 
ceremonies of their own church; but they are far from bebf 
bigoted, or thinking there can be no salvation out of the pale d 
their own communion. Their studies are almost totally directed 
to their profession, as no instance has yet been known of any of 
them excelling in the arts or sciences." 

Not doubting but that you are as tired of the pastor of Klin 
as we were, I shall bid the subject adieu; and having once 
more reentered our skadng cradles, say farewel, till I agsun 
salute you from this city, with the beauties and hospitalities 
of Mosco. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Mosco, March, 1806. 

AFTER SIX days and nights pf weary travel, we arrived at 
Mosco on the twenty-ninth of February^: but the weather being 
foggy, so entirely enveloped the city as to conceal a view 
from us which, I am told, for magnificence is not exceeded in 
Europe. 

On delivering our letters of introduction, we were welcomed 
with all the courtesies of friendship; and at the first salutation, 
were made to forget, by the true politeness of this generous 
people, that we were strangers. I have heard it said that hos- 
pitality is a mark of barbarism* On what this opinion is 
grounded I cannot guess: but certainly it had not its founda- 
tion at Mosco; for I never saw, in any part of the world, such 
general polish of manners as in this city. Their hospitality 
appears to me to arise from a confidence in the friend who 
gives the introduction that he will not recommend any person 
unworthy of their notice; not doubting thi$, 'their benevolence 
hesitates not to receive the introduced with kindness: and 
from their love of society, if he prove agreeable he soon finds 
himself on the most easy and pleasant terms with a large and 
elegant acquaintance. Hence, I am led to consider this dis* 
qualifying remark on hospitality, as one of those common- 
places which the ignorant adopt on the faith of others; and 
those others, if they be equally unreflecting, can only pro- 
mulgate the like dogmas, as an excuse for some failing in 
themselves. 

Fortunately for us, our arrival and the prince Bagration's 
was nearly at the same time. We received cards from the 
English club (an association only so in name, not three of our 
nation belonging to it) inviting us to a dinner which they gave 
to the prince in honour of bis late gallant conduct with the 
armies. 

The house appropriated ;to this entertainment was a palace 
which formerly had been the residence of prince Gorgorin. 

U 
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#'lt8 suite of splendid saloons, and the great marble hall in 
which dinner was served, were fitted up with the most un- 
sparing magnificence. At half past two o'clock the governor, 
general Becklachoif, and the prince Bagration entered. The 
latter was immediately surrounded by- all in the room, eager 
to express their joy at his presence, and congratulations to 
their country in being yet blessed with the preservation of such 
a man. 

He is below the middle stature; of a dark complexion, 
deeply tinged with the climates in wlbich he has served. His 
eye is small, quick and penetrating. His nose, a very high 
aquiline; and his face perfectly Georgian (he being of that 
country), expressel the most charming affability and sweet- 
ness. His demeanor is in unison with his countenance, being 
demonstrative of a modesty as winning as it is admirable in so 
idolized a character. He was dressed in a uniform wholly of 
green, covered with the insignia of many orders, stars, and a 
red ribbon. 

The dinner was conducted with the nicest decorum; and the 
healths of the emperor and the prince Bagration were drunk 
with the greatest enthusiasm. In fact, I never saw a society of 
Russians so animated; and more than once it reminded me of 
similar meetings in honour of our glorious friend and hero sir 
Sidney Smith. Indeed the sentiment was so much the same, 
and the idea of one great man so naturally suggested those of 
others, that several of the Russian nobility present asked me 
if it were not like the fetes we dedicate to our heroes. I ac- 
knowledged the resemblance; but inwardly gave them the 
palm of general politeness; a grace in which this assembly far 
exceeded ours: I never in my life experienced so much atten- 
tion as was there paid to us as strangers and Englishmen* 
Three quarters of an hour finished the repast; previous ta 
which a band of singers from a regiment quartered in the 
cit>*, sung an air in honour of the prince. The words, I here 
present to you in a prose translation. 
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Fricndtlap unites us hete. Joy captivates each heart! Truth hersdf 
declares, that he is the hero who sacrifices himself to the emperor 
ind the empire, despising envy and malice, and who dedicates him- 
self to justice. 

Choru4d--Let us eatMine hm a crown of laurels, for h^ merits to 
wear it. 

Unassisted by fortunate circumstances, he wrested honour from the 
Inns of peril. He added not single rays to the glory of Russiai but 
sunounded it with a thousand beams. Hope dawned wherever his 
form appeared. Hosts failed to make him shrink; and with a few he 
overcame numbers. ' 

Chorus. — Let us entwine him a crown of liurels, for he merits to 
•it. 



A hero's soul is satisfied with gratitude, all other recompense is foreign 
to his feelings. He despises luxury and pride, and all the vanities of 
the worlds To serve mankind is his aim, and their happiness his re- 
ward. They who reap the renown of virtue, lose it not in the grave! 

Chorus. — Let us entwine him a crown of laurels, for he merits to 
wear it 

Every regiment has its own vocal band. They sing in parts, 
accompaBted by an instrument resembling a guitar, called a 
BaUaiaika. The strains of this musical tribute to the prince 
were wild and piercing; something like the tones of the Eolian 
harp, when the wind is disturbed and gusty. He received the 
song and the phiudits with a grace which again brought our 
Ctmr dt Lion before me. The air over, part of the company 
withdrew to card^; and part (in which latter choice I united) 
preferred a saloon, where several vocal and instrumental mili- 
tary bands were stationed, still further to amuse the prince 
during the intervals of conversation. We had also the horn«> 
anusic; which, as it is strange and curious, I will describe. 

It was invented by a Prince Gallitzin, in the year 1762. 
This instrument consists of forty persons, whose life is spent 
in blowing one note. The sounds produced are precisely simi- 
lar to those of an immense organ; with this difierence, that 
eadi note seems to blend with its preceding and following one; 
a circumstance that causes a blunt sensation to the ear, and 
gives a monotony to the whoie. However, the effect possesses 
much sublimity, when the performers are unseen: but when 
they are visible, it is impossible to silence reflections which jar 
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with their harmony* To see human nature reduced to such a use^ 
ca^s up thoughts very inimical to admiration of strwis so 
awakened. I inquired who the instrument belonged tqi (by 
that word, both pipes and men are included!) and was told it 
^adjust been purchased by a nobleman, on the recent death qf 
its former possessor. 

Some of these individuals, thus destined to drag through a 
melancholy existence, play at different times on several pipes 
of various sizes which breathe the higher notes. But the base 
pipes have each their unchanging blower: they are extrenaelj 
long, and are laid upon a machine or trussel, close to which 
the performer stands, and places his mouth to the smaller 
extremity of the pipe in a horizontal position. The shape is 
exactly that of a hearing trumpet: a screw is inserted near the 
bell of the tube, to give it a sharper or flatter tone, as may be 
required. The performers are in general thin and pale: and I 
have little doubt but that the quantity of air the instrument 
takes, and the practice necessary for perfection in execuuon, 
must subtract many years from the otherwise natural tern 
of their lives. 

The instrumental military bands which I have heard in this 
country, are ver}" inferior to those of England or France: two 
essential things are wanting, good cvmbals and large drums* 
The latter instruments are very defective in Russia; and the 
iifes fall far short of ours. 

My introduction to prince Bagration, who is not only one of 
the first of military heroes, but in his character as a man, is an 
honour to human nature, brought me to a sight the most de- 
, grading to our species. What a difference at once before my 
eyes! a great warrior, on whom all eyes were fixed with admi- 
ration; ayid a set of poor mechanized wretches, reduced to the 
level of a child's whistle! Indeed, I was moved with the most 
distressing pity when 1 looked upon them. But this was not 
enough; I was to see the varieties of destiny yet more mani- 
fested, in the formation and fortunes of a race of rational 
beings called dwarfs. They are here the pages and the play- ' 
ihings of the great; and at almost all enteruinments stand for 
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koun 1^ their lord's chair, holding his snufF-boz, or awaiting 
lus commands. 

There is scarcely a nobleraan in this country who is not 
possessed of one or more o( these frisks of nature; but in their 
selection, I cannot say that the noblesse display their gallantry, 
as they choose none but males* Indeed, to excuse them, I must 
confess, that amongst all the unappropriated dwarfs I have 
seeo, I have never met yfiih one female of that diminutive 
stature* I am told that these pigmy forms are very rare with 
women; and much to*the honour of nature is the exception ii^ 
tkir favour, as you will agree with me that the charms of the 
lovely sex are too valuable to be so sported. How do we pity 
one of these tiny men, cut off from the respectabilities of his 
nanhood by the accident of stunted growth! What should we 
Bot then feel, to see a fairy form of the other sex shut out, by 
a similar misfortune, from all those varieties of happiness 
which belong to the tender associations of a wife and a 
mother? I confess my compassion would be rather painful; 
and am very glad that as yet I have seen the calamity entailed 
OD the harder sex only, who are best able to contend with its 
cheertessness and discomforts. 

These little beings are generally the gayest drest persons ih 
Ac service of their lord; and are attired in a uniform or livery 
of veiy costly materials. In the presence of their owner their 
ttual station is at his elbow, in the character of a page; and 
daring his absence, they are then responsible for the cleanliness 
and combed locks of their companions of the canine species* 

Besides these lilliputians, many of the nobility keep a fool 
or two, like the motleys of our court in the days of Elizabeth; 
Iwlike in name alone; for their wit, if they ever had any, is 
iwaHowed up by indolence. Savoury sauce and rich repasts 
swell their bodies to the most disgusting size; and l3ring about 
Jothc comers of some splendid saloon, they sleep profoundly, 
fll awakened by the command of their lord to amuse the com- 
pany. Shaking their enormous bulk they rise from their trance, 
«mI supporting their unwieldy trunks against the wall, drawl 
Ottt their heavy nonsense, with as much grace as the motions 
«f a sloth in the hands of a reptile fancier. One glance was 
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« suflicient for me of these imbruted creatures^ and» with ( 
thing like pleasure, I turned from them to the less humiliaiUiig 
view of human nature in the dwarf. 

The race of these unfortunates, is very diminutive in Russia, 
and very numerous. They are generally well shaped, and their 
hands -and feet particularly graceful. Indeed, in the proportioii' 
of their figures, we should nowhere discover them to be flaws la. 
the economy of nature, were it not for a peculiarity of featurei 
and the size of the head, which is commonly exceedingly en* 
larged. Take them on the whole, they are such compact, aod 
even pretty little beings, that no idea can be formed of them 
from t)ie clumsy deformed dwarfs which are exhibited at our 
fairs in England. I cannot say that we need envy Russia this 
part of her offspring: it is very curious to observe how neadjr 
they resemble each other; their features are all so alike that 
you might easily imagine that one pair had spread their pro- 
geny over the whole country. 

The dwarf of the governor-general of Mosco is about forty 
years of age, has a good tempered countenance; but his fea- 

' cures and expression have an appearance to the eye as if he 
washed his face with alum water. I know not whether you can 
undersund the effect that I mean. It is a sort of wizened, sharp 
look; inconceivable, I believe, unless you saw it. However, this 
crudeness does not extend to his disposition; his master aaaured 
me that he is cheerful, docile, and of a remarkabjy gentle tern* 
per. His height is forty-two inches. The next of his race that 
excited my attention, was one who measured forty inches and 
a quarter; he was twenty-five years of age, gay and sensible. 
He was the property of a naval officer* • Count Alexey Orloff 
has one or two, much more juvenile, who are several inches 
shorter than the above. All, however, that I have yet seen arc- 
inferior in beauty and delicacy of proportion to the little Polish 
count we visited last spring in London. His head was hardly 
too large; and the sprightly ease of his finely turned liUiputian 
limbs was remarkably elegant. His conversation, you remember,, 
surprised us both; for it evinced, that the diminutiveness of his 
body had not crampt the growth of his mind. We thought him 
a very interesting s|s well as odd little personage. His Russia! 
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brediftn are known to live to a great age. One (a female!) died 
very lately at St. Petersburgh, who had been a favourite with 
PctcT the Great. 

During the reign of that monarch, his sister Natalia collected 
aB the dwarfs from around the capital, in order to celebrate 
the marriage of two; and the rite was solemnized with much 
My and pomp. The number of the assembly amounted to 
imety^three, aU displayed in open carriages, adapted to their 
sise, and drawn by the smallest horses that could he found% 
Ihny were brought from Shetland for the purpose. Amag- 
flSeent entertainment and ball were given at court; and, to 
complete the absurdity, the princess, attended by the nobility, 
CDodocted the little pair to a state bed. Whether the union 
produced any hopes and anxieties to bless or plague the pigmy 
ample, is not recorded. And I believe this instance is the only 
one known, -of a marriage between these hints of men and 
WDDien. 

Giants arc also in request here: but they are not very numc* 
noDs; and in stature fall far short of those which occasionally 
visit England from her sister island. 

Having run you through such a legend of princely banquets, 
bitf revels, &c. &c. I shall leave you to your repose; either to 
^eam of the brave prince Arthur and the elfin court, or to 
pwple your slumbers with the more terrific fee-forfums of 
nany an enchanted castle. I assure you, the sight of a couple 
rf these giants standing within the superb hall of a Russian 
>BUeinan, and the oddly caparisoned dwarfs, ushering you to 
4e presence of ^heir lord, would not a little strike you with 
111 resemblance to a scene in romance. Adieu! ever in truths 
T^ fiudiful friend. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Moscoy Apiil, 1806. 

MOSCO is luxuriantly situated on an extent of country n< 
ther irregular, having in its spacious champaign a few risisg 
grounds. Of all cities I ever beheld it is the most curious aad 
un-European. On viewing it from an eminence you see a vut 
plain, as far as the eye can reach, covered with houses, even to 
the very horizoo; where the lofty towers of gorgeous palaces, 
and the glittering steeples of churches, sparkle in the sky. 

The city is built on the banks of two rivers, the Moskva 
(whence it takes its name), and the Yausa* Mosco'Was an- 
ciently divided into five districts; and as they in part yet retain 
their distinctions, you will have a clearer idea of this colossal 
town by having a description of these partitions. They lie one 
within the other. The interior circle is called the Kremlin, a 
Tartarian word for the fortress. The Kitaigorod, or Tartar 
town, is the second circle. The Biel-gorod called so (the whita 
town) from a wall of that hue which surrounds it, is the third. 
The fourth circle is named Zemienoi-gorod from its earthen 
rampart. The slobodes, or suburbs, inclose all these, and form 
the extremest boundary of Mosco. 

The Kremlin stands in the centre of the city onan elevated bank 
of the Moskva. Within its walls stands the ancient palace of the 
tzars; rendered particularly interesting from the circumstance 
of its having been the residence of princes, whose names need 
only be mentioned to command the homage of every heart loyal 
to true kingly virtue. M ikhaila Romanoff, Alexey Mikhailo- 
vitch, Feodor, and the Great Peter, once inhabited these tow- 
ers; and still sanctify them by their memories. The appearance 
of the palace is venerable; but it contains nothing of any coose- 
quence to see.' 

The cathedrals around the palace, which I understand are 
five in number, besides convents, parish churches, and colleges, 
give it rather a monastic solemnity. These are all richly en- 
dowed, and ornamented in the most costly manner. In one of 
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the churches lie the remains of the prince Demetrius who was 
10 cruelly murdered, and is now regarded ^s a saint. Along 
with his relics repose those of several grand-princes and tzars. 
Their tombs are of stone, covered with palls of scarlet velvet 
superbly embroidered. The cathedral dedicated to the Ascen-' 
noUy possesses a perfect treasury of religious consecrations; 
and it is distinguished above the rest, in being the place where 
all the emperors of Russia are crowned. Not far from the ca« 
tfaedral is the synodal palace, where formerly the patriarchs 
dwelt, and which now contains an invaluable library. Near to 
that is the senate house, a magnificent building erected by Ca- 
therine the Second. And also the arsenal, a strong compact 
edifice. The Kremlin is parted from the Tartar town by a 
brick wall whitened, very high, and embattled in the eastern 
manner. My sketch of the city and this fortress will show you. 
the form of the fortification. At various distances are towers, 
square and round, with spiral minarets, covered with scaly 
Ules like the skin of fish, painted green, yellow, and crimson, 
sarmounted with a gilded ball and fane. It is curious to observe 
the similarity between this turreted bulwark and the well 
known Chinese wall, so well pourtrayed in lord Macartney's 
account of his embassy to China. The resemblance is so close, 
that we might think the same engineer had exerted his abilities 
in bodi countries. 

•Before I left the precincts of this interesting place, I as* 
tended the tower of the church of Ivan the Great, which com- 
mands a view of the whole surrounding plain. Although the 
monotonous paleness of winter then shrouded its bosom, yet 
the cmtp^d^ceil was transcendently magnificent. The sun shone 
vith unattempered splendor through ap atmosphere, whose 
deamess cannot be conceived in England; the variegated co-< 
lours on the tops of innumerable buildings; the sparkling parti- 
det of snow on the earth and palaces; the fanes and crescents of 
die churches flashing their blazing gold; and, added to all, the 
busy world beneath, passing and repassing in their superb 
dresses and decorated sledges, presented such a scene of beauty 
and graodeur, that I should have thought myself repaid for 

X 
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my disagreeable journey, had I even been obliged to return 
to St. Petersburgh immediately, in beholding so glorious ■' 
view. 

The' Kitai-gorod, the second division, is built round the 
Kremlin. Some, by that term, mean to call it the Tartar city; 
and others, the Chinese town. I have not acquired Russ 
enough to tell you whether the word Kitai equally applies to 
China and to Tartary: but that both nations have a pretence to 
naming it, we all know; the Tartars by their conquests; and the 
Chinese from the great commerce they once held with Mosco. 
This district, by way of eminence, is usually called Gorod^ the 
CHy; and is surrounded with a wall and other fortifications. 
From the number of its shops and warehouses, and the Asiatic 
apparel of the buyers and sellers, it reminded me of what I had 
read of Bagdat in the time of the Caliphs, when the chief mer- 
chants of the east used to assemble in its populous streets. The 
number of shops and warehouses which compose this mart, are 
nearly six thousand- 
There are some colleges in this city, and many private resi- 
dences, amongst the most spacious of which is the house of 
Count TcheremetiefF. Its churches are mostly on the plan of 
those of St. Petersburgh, of which, I believe, I formerly gave 
you a sketch. Some in this district are of the ancient architec- 
ture; and others, built in more modem taste, are grotesque 
imitations of Greek and Roman temples: and yet, notwith- 
standing their defects, they form not an unpleasing variety 
with the Asiatic structures around. The effect of the latter 
edifices is picturesque and splendid. The great mass or body 
of the church is square, ornamented with Slnall semicircular 
arches and columns, similar to our Saxon architecture. This 
building is surmounted by five minarets, one at each end, and 
a larger in the middle, shaped like an inverted balloon. Thej 
are all magnificently covered with ducat gold. A high gilt cross 
rises from the centre, beneath which is a crescent, a mark of 
triumph over Mahometanismboth religious and military. When 
the Tartars, to whom Muscovy was subject two centuries, pro- 
faned any of the churches with their worship, they fixed the 
crescent, the badge of their prophet, upon its pinnacle. On 
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Mosco being regainecf to the empire by the grand-prince Ivan 
Basilovitch, he did not tear down the crescent, but planted the 
cross above it as a memorial of his victory. Not many paces 
from the main body of the church stands a narrow and higher 
tower of a different form from the minarets, being pyramid! cal« 
This contains the bells; and they are sounded by pulling their 
tongues against their sides: hence it^s not difficult to toll those 
of the most enormous size. These machines are at work the 
greater part of the day; but very lucky it is both for the steeples 
and the town that they are not struck in the English fashion: 
half the belfries would have been down by this time, and all the 
people in the city driven deaf. Imagine the bells of a thousand 
churches (with five at least in each), clanging all at once, with- 
out harmony or variety; for they never ring in peals! The noise, 
m quality, is as bad as manrow bones and cleavers; and in quan? i 
tity, more uproarious than any thing I can conceive since Biff 
Tom at Oxford bereft the university of their hearing, and broke 
all the windows in the town. 

Over the grand entrance of the church, is usually painted the 
legend of the Saint to whom it is dedicated. The inside is eih- 
bellished in a similar taste, with gothic ornaments, and pictures 
imitated from" Albert Durer, in a style not likely to rescue the 
fame of the Russian artists. The most remarkable church in 
Mosco for these internal decorations, is within this circle. It 
was the production of an Italian architect, brought from Italy 
by the tyrant Ivan Basilovitch on purpose to build him a church. 
On his arrival, the monarch gave him orders to erect an edifice 
that should be unequalled in taste and splendor throughout the 
world. Ivan was obeyed. The fabric was finished: and all Mosco 
crowded to express their admiration of its perfections. The 
poor artist's head could not bear such a whirlwind of adulation, 
and being complimented by a lord of the court on having pro- 
duced a proof of his skill that never could be equalled, his in* 
toxicated vanity dictated this unfortunate reply ; 

" It 18 nothing to one I could yet build!" 

This declaration reached the ears of the tzar. The Italia^ 
was summoned; and the tyrant, repeating what he had heard 
added^ ^ I shall put it out of your power to make any other 
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spring appears. In one day the Moskva became liquid, and no 
trace of wii^ter remained on its waters, except where floating 
masses of ice, and the fragments of dismanded cottages rolling 
down its current, reminded you of the yet recent devastations 
of its departing wrath. The disunited snows from the higher 
lands usually come down into the lower in such quantity and 
with such violence, that catde, men, and often whole villages 
are swept away. The rivers receive the dreadful deposit: and 
thus, on the banks of the Moskva, at the moment when spring 
promises every vernal joy, you behold the wrecks of devasta- 
tion, the memorials of a mischief and misery incalculable* 

A great part of the city lying very low, was for several days 
under water; but now all is cleared, and the trees are ready to 
bloom. It is hardly eight days since the thaw began, and there 
is scarcely a particle of snow to be found. What a fortnight ago 
was a dreary plain of ice, is now robed in verdure, and animated 
with budding trees and shrubs. The whole aspect of thfc city 
is so changed, that no one who did not witness the moment of 
alteration could believe it to be the same place. MoscO in sum- 
mer and Mosco in winter has as much resemblance, as a but- 
terfly to its chrysalis. At present it is like a world of palaces 
collected together: and really the idea given of it by Joseph the 
Second of Austria, who paid it a visit, is a better picture than 
I can draw. 

** Here, (said he) have all the chief lords of the empire set 
themselves down, surrounded each by his village, his church, 
and his vassals." 

The description is just; for it is not a. city of house\ in mere 
rank and file of streets, but rather a collection of mansions, each 
embosomed amidst its own lawns, gardens, pleasure grounds, 
and the dwellings of its necessary slaves. Some of the most 
ancient princes of the empire have verj' splendid palaces m 
Mosco, ornamented with basso relievo, gilding, and everj' Asi- 
atic decoration. Indeed this is a favourite residence with al- 
most all the Russian nobility who, have not employments at 
court or in the government. And from the great influx of inha- 
bitants, you see many of their fine houses yet unfinished with- 
out, while the inside boasts every splendor which taste can 
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fmeDt, and every hospitality in the power 6f kindness to oiler. 
No Englishman can-speak too sensibly of the attentions which 
the Moscovite nobility pay to the individuals of his nation. It 
b even more gracious than the most refined courtesy; posses- 
sing all its graces, it carries to your heart the more delightful 
conviction of an animated friendship. 

Owing to the peculiar circumstances of the inhabitants of 
dus town, pleasure is ever the order of the day: it holds a con* 
nnual carnival, where balls, private theatres, masquerades, and 
aisembUes of all sorts, for ever vary the scene. The grounds 
around the mansions of the nobility afford romantic and charm* 
mg morning walks. But their favourite amusement, is what they 
call the promenade. It consists of all the carriages in the city, 
perhaps tq the number of seven thousand, trailing after each 
other in regal procession, through fixed parts of the town and 
its environs. The insides of these vehicles are filled with all 
die beauty and splendor of Mosco: and in my life I never 
beheld so many lovely women at one time. 

The superiority of this metropolis over that of St. Peters- 
burgh, in the general beauty of the females, is beyond cofn- 
parison. Perhaps this may be accounted for, from the inter- 
marriages of the noble families with those of countries cele- 
brated for symmetry of features and graceful forms: namely, 
Circassia, Georgia, and Poland. The young ladies dress in 
rather the Parisian mode, but much improved by their own 
native taste. Their evening attire is in a more beautiful style 
than that of any other country: but in the morning dress, the 
fiur of our own country have the advantage. 

Before I came into this country, I was led to believe that I 
should find the morals on a par with France. To me it seems 
totally the reverse. I never saw married people more happy, 
or apparently more affectionate towards each other: I never, in 
any country, met with young women more amiable and virtu- 
ous« Every country has its mauvais sujetsl And anciently, as 
so unlimited license to pleasure was given here, and exampled 
by those high in influence, it might be supposed that the seeds 
of libertinism, once sewn in a nation, could never be eradicat- 
ed; b^t it grew so rank during its short season, that I believe 
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sdi is exhausted, uid that the last generation carried with them 
into the other world not only the fruits but the roots of their 
cultivation. In short, it appears from what I have hitherto bees 
able to judge, that for a city, whose sole object is pleasure, 
Mosco possesses less of what is called fashionable vice, than 
may be found in countries where more seenung austerity ii 
practised. 

The promenade I have just mentioned, or more properly 
speaking the cav€ikade^ generally begins at the termination of 
the six weeks' fast. Many do indeed religiously abstain from 
food, in a manner that produces very alarming effects. After 
the spiarest diet, with a weakened system, when the fa9t ex- 
pires, they return to their usual full tables witli an avidity 
which, unchecked, lays the foundation for numerous disorders* 
The female sex, particularly, are sufferers, who throwing 
themselves from a cloistered regimen and retirement imme- 
diately into repletion, and the stream of these equipages; thinly 
clad, and staying out late with open windows amid the damps 
of the evaporating earth,. catch such colds as either end their 
days or embitter their lives. Medical men tell me that at this 
witching' time of the year, there is more sickness, death, and 
misery, than at any other period in their practice* 

Were such a concourse of carriages to assemble in our islaadi 
as here meet on the banks of the Moskva, fractured poles, 
broken sides, and maimed coachmen, footmen, &c. would be 
the certain consequences; but a most admirable police is insti- 
tuted' both here and at St. Petersburgh, to prevent all con- 
fusion and disaster. This authority i^ invested in a detachment 
of soldiers, who having an imperious command over the pro- 
cession, not only add to its magnificence but insure its safety* 

Having escaped from this blaze of beauty without catching 
firie, and from the steaming earth without catching an ague, I 
pall on you to congratulate on such a double miracle, your very 
affectionate friend. 
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LETTER XX. 

Mosco, May, 1806. 

' THE ftyft week in the yernal month of May! At this gajr^ 
nmofij when pleasure woos me in as many shapes as ever 
Armidn assumed to charm away the wits of the doughty Rinal- 
do, I cut my way through all her wiles; if not by a hero's 
iword, at least with a friend's penknife: and having pointed 
my ipiill^ place myself firmly behind the shield of a sheet of: 
fsper, determined to fill it with a thousand of the enchantress's 
spent darts, before she draws me away from half an hour's 
tooverse with you! 

You will not marvel at my heroics^vthen I tell you that I have, 
just escaped from the very spell-bound wood of the fair magi-^ 
dan! But I will relate all in order: and beginning with the' 
wnsl style of longwinded story letters^ you must know that the 
(m of May is the brightest day in the Russian calendar .of 
feativides. A wood, some versts from Mosco, is the spot 
dedicated to this annual enjoyment. The trees are already 
clothed with leaves, and the groves and bowers into which the 
* ^Ivan scene is divided, are blooming with flowers^ and every 
decoration that Pleasure, and her handmaid Taste, can de^vise. 
To diis spot all steps are directed: and once more the long^ 
procession of carriages sets forth* By the way, I must check 
by rrins a moment, to teU you how your remark '^ that good 
lokrs ought to turn even the pleasures of the people to the. 
vhrantage of the state," has been honoured a priori in Russia, 
leter the Great instituted these cavalcades to make a part ia< 
'dpobltc festivities^ that the building of carriages, and other 
asnnfactures useful in such shows, might be encouraged by 
' tnore than an ordinary consumption. His plan took the desired 
effect, for the equipages are splendid to the utmost of their 
owner's stretch of fancy and purse: at this time the nobles tr^; 
to outvie each other both in carriages and cattle. The^capari- 
lons are unusually gorgeous; and the result is remarkably finey 
tt they never drive fewer than four horses of the most admir- 
able beauty. The ser\'ants are habited in dresses covered with 

Y 
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gpld and olber cosdy materiaU; and <he occupiers of the car- 
riages sparkle in aU their orders: the men according to their 
rank, and the ladies adorned with every charm of nature and 
taste* 

The procession formed a string of several miles in lengthi 
laikiiig its course thtougk avenues of lofty fir*tveea, broken by 
a variely of romantic openings, amid which were seen th( 
jo^ua gronpa of rugged natives and their gaudily dressed 
wives. At the appointed vernal spot, amongst the natural 
bowers of the wood, were planted marquees, belongi^ lo the 
different nobility, filled with every species of elegant refresh* 
aaent, and all sorts of anrosements which could add to the ex- 
hilaratioo of the scene* This gay day ended with ^Jitt chamr 
pitre given by the illustrious nephew of Suwarroff. It was the 
best fancied entertwiment of the sort I ever saw; and so plea- 
ant, diat I hardly tfaooglit I had been there an hour, when the 
blaze of innumerable fireworks announced it to be midnight.' 
Dancing and a splendid supper finished die festival. 

The day following happening to be the anniversary of the 
birthday of the young Countess Orloff (the daughter of Count 
▲lexey Orloff, the victor at Chesma, so well known in the 
jwign of Catherine IL>, she became the lady of that ifvf^ 
s«vels. She is amiable and accomplished, and in every reject 
Helecis honour upon her rank and fortune. 

i obeyed her samuMMM, about two o'clock in tke day; sad 
faund the ai;q>erb mansion of her father already filed with Ae 
gKM diaiBngutshed nobility in Mosco. Stars blaased m aU di^ 
mctions, ribbona crossed the eye at every turn; and nmforsia 
of vavioua colours, enriched with gcdd and silver, gave a mag- 
nificence to the whole not so be described. The ladies were 
mmyed in all thehr diamcada, pearia, and beauty, bodi real and 
aiaitcial, and co^gratuhited the yo»g heiress most wiffmly oa 
her birthday. 

A sanoptuovs dkmev, or banquet, spread with the luxury of 
an imperbd repast was next in rotation. Music, vocal and in* 
aammental,' resounded from all sidese and when the health (A 
the lady was drunk, a flourish of kettle drums and trumpets 
reMtbs ao*, and penla^ovdnance (to those who saw them not) 



niwtd bjrtbcir Sunder the four of imMi^ to the murxmir* 
mg of distwit menynakins* 

I happened to he gone sata w ai|joiiiittg toom at Uie oiomatt 
cf eoe of tkeae exploajons and fluoat uoUickily for their fiituvo 
effect OB my senses, got a pe$p hthmd the scenes* I found that 
diese repeated seeming dSsdMiges of cannon were produced 
by an accumulation of cows' bladders distended wMi wind, and 
Hpidlf laid in succession on large bk>cks of wood^ where^ «!ri& 
die vdod^ of a steam engine, they Mrere burst at once 1^ the 
aedon <»f a ponderous mould or mdlet. A fiiend of aiine atoodi 
aear OBbe, aad ohaenred with a smile, that we were now kt iaio 
die dieatrlcal secret ofJhurUhes of drums and Prumpet$% and 
die r^ru of sundry pteces of ordnance! 

Indeed, I believe my good lord Hamlet, that even ddae 
earn Sbokspeare will not be dble to check my mirth^ should I 
j^gsin hear die regicide king drinking the heakh with 

«« Give xs» the tupl 

" And let the kettle to the trumpet speak, 
" The trumpet to the cannonier without, 
** The eamumt to the hcavemJ** 

For ihe life of me I shstl not be fMe to forget the eowa* 
Haiders, and so with the *^ ruined feefings" of poor TiUnirinn, 
iaa burst of laughter must add my peals to ihc^ oi die oid- 



Not doubting but diat you admire ibe ingenuity of die in- 
Tcttdon, I must account to you for its having bt^i necesasiy^. 
"When I first saw it, I was ignorant that it might not have beena 
faidcular fancy of die count Orloff's; but, on inquiry, I fouttd 
dist duritig the reign of the whimsical Paul, an order was is* 
saed diat no cannon should ever be fired in the empive but on 
hnperial occasions. This ukase has never been repealed} mid 
ss die higher order of nobility had always, until that period, 
Ae pnvilegeof discharging guns on their grsat days^tbey dater- 
aiined not to give up the martial iound, and dierefoie ekotsd 
the cows' Uadders in their pkce. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon diis firmammt of stars 
\m transit to a race coonetwo versta firomjthe house. It 
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was arranged in imitation of ours; and the horses Matted in a 
similar styley excepting the appearance of'the riders, who nei^ 
ther in neatness nor activity equalled the English jodkey* It 
seemed amusing to the Russians^ but to me it was very duU; 
there being neither spirit in the contest nor sport in the race. 
The cattle were British, as his excellencjr's stud is well chosen 
and extensive. 

The evening termmated with a supeA ball, in which ^ 
eountesSf as usual, displayed her urbanity and accotDpitsh- 
ments. In fact, die day's entertainments were altogether wor- 
thy of the charming object of their cdebratidn. I will not tan- 
talize you, who are such an admirer of ^rmony andgract^ and 
gentlest beauty^ with the naming of any of those transcendent 
fair who were present! And yet why should I not? You are 
no churl of lovelbess, no eastern despot^ that will not pensk 
another eye to rest upon the charms of your adoration; so,' I 
will be equally liberal, and shall even tell you diat many were 
the beauteous &ces on which my sight banqueted on the sweet 
countess's birthnight. One, two, three lovely creatures, who 
might have rivalled the shepherd of Ida's contending goddes- 
ses, were present amidst nymphs almost as fain but there yet 
was a planet brighter than even Venus to me; and her name 
you know, so I need not repeat it here. She was my guiding 
*tar throujgh all the mazes of this happy festival ; and as I 
* walked or sat by her side, I saw in her all the fascinations of 
Russia, France, dnd Italy, blended with the interesting mo- 
desty of my dear native England. 

With so sweet a partner in my hand I must speak a little of 
the 'dance here most in fashion: it is called z cattntrtf domce; 
but I cannot say that it resembles ours either in figure, musics 
or sociability. We preferred conversation: and sunrly the coa^ 
versation of an intelligent and amiable woman is the most de- 
lightful pleasure in nature! Old folks say that the young can 
never meet without love or matrimony coming on die carpet; 
so you wiU not be surprised that in my converse with so mafiy 
youthful beauties, I should get a little into their secrets. 

They tell me that durmg the sin^e state of the Russian hr 
dies (which I may call their duUhood, they generatty marry so 
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maiy)y Aey are hdd by their parents in the strictest subjection; 
aid b die regal style, are disposed of in marriage according to, 
the wiU of the ruling powers* From that moment they are free. 
The parental shackles are thrown off, and they enjoy their li* 
kity in the fiill plenitude of gaiety and innoeence. Their hus« 
fasods do not control them with any jealous fears. Ignorant 
of vice, these charming women may be as lively and as happy 
Mthey will. There is a frankness, and even affection, in their 
BBimerB to their male friends and acquaintance wliich is par- 
ticnlariy attractive; and causes you to feel as if you were living 
ia the patriarchal days, and in the company of half a hundred 
byely and endearing sisters. 

Onecustomy however, I must;put in my protest against: the! 
common and public use to which the delicate and heavenly seal 
oittendsbip and love is diumally appropriated! It is not suf- 
icicDt that the fair sex sidute each other, or touch your cheek; 
but no bearded boor meets his fellow, but forty smacks are 
beaid, as though each wef-e sucking cyder through a vent-peg; 
Every man, young, old, lame, blind, or ever so disgusting, 
when be kisses the hand of any woman, lot her delicacy be 
em so nice, or.her rank exalted, she must return the salute on 
Us dieek. This is done at every interview, although little in- 
timacy may exist between the parties. When a lady would only 
ooartesy a welcome in England, she must kiss it here; a custom 
irtiieh (though we are not ungrateful in its observance) I be- 
Beve there is not a John Bull of us all that would not feel a 
fittk awkward in seeing either his wife, sister, or daughter, do 
bononr with sorii- liberal greetings to his guests. This strange 
Ytttoning with the sweetest pledge of tenderness, is here scat- 
iBied yet more widely immediately after the expiration of the 
mweefcs' fast. The ceremony of giving eggs then commences; 
lad whoever presents one, let him be of ever so low an order, to 
aladjr of vdiatever high rank, on saying the words Christo9 i^os 
CMstjVttttt take a kiss from the lady and exchange eggs with her. 

The night for the celebration of this custom, being the anni<- 
verBary a( the resurrection of our Lord, a grand ceremony is 
pcrfooned at midnight, in the cathedral of the Kremlin, which 
ttatteaded by vast multttiidefl. A pictture of our Savour, whidi 
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liad been preirioiMlj buried three dtys befere, k hdsed with 
great eotemnity; and then, as if directed by a stroke of electti- 
ci^, Ae congregation aH kiss each other without discrimimh 
lion, and with aauch riot, bawling die above woids. I was not 
an eyewitness of the scene, being ill; but my friend H-— «, 
who beheld and experienced the labial contaction, first btm 
the lips of a blooming damsel, and next from the whrekers oft 
grisly boor, described it to me, with what JeRghtfiil remm- 
trances yoa can easily conceive. 

HiOG fer, you may understand what is kissing relipoosljr. 
But so fnequendy is the rite administered, that had CoriohmoB 
travelled amongst the Russians instead of die Voldi, he mmt 
have knocked down half the empire before he would havebeen 
allowed to preserve the virgrin JkUe he carried back to his Vi^ 
gtUa. Kissing being a sort of sjrttem in diis country, i^ tea- 
ducted in due order, and arranged in classes. 

First, the kiss reiigiotts. It stands higfa^K in degree, and 9 
of widest privilege, being used only at sacred periods; but du- 
ring the holy seasons, under its passport, the reriest elown wttj 
find his way to the cheek of the kureliftst or most ilhistrioai 
woman in the empire. In fact it is an absolute pasBeperMi* 
The second is in my mind At sweetest, and it is the rarest; fait 
it has many a counterfeit, for its soft touch uiutea in one no- 
ment lips« heait, and soid. Ifis of divine origin; angels embslii 
the mouth it presses; and it is called«-Hieed I name itf<<-dR 
kiss of love! It is known to exist; but as its delicate naiuie 
never allows it to be practised in public, and as my present ob- 
servadons art only nsade there, you cannot reaaonaUy expect 
that I should say a word more on the subject. Hence, my gtxid 
friend, I shall leave its diarms to your own imagination. The 
kiss platonic, or die kiss of friendship, is almost as dear as tk 
fbrmer, though not quite so sweet: this, I may safely confide 
with you too. But die kiss promiscuous, which is the last; wliirt 
shall I say of it? Cold, cold! but executed with grace by the 
wellbred: and it is perfected by acquired elegance and prac- 
tice, it being the constant ceremony at M interviews betweon 
men, women, and children. The merchants, slaves, &c. are ss 
expert at it as the greatest lord; I mean in promptttode and a«- 
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Mitf; tf fbr gTKe, it tUu mc yet gtimm$A $o b>w. You wSt 
frequeDtly see a couple of huge hulking feUowB wkh greasy 
grisly beards, kissing and smackings locked in each others 
ams, as if they were meeting after an interval of ages. 

Indeed there are many sights exhibited in this country very 
itaige to a British eye; and none more so to me than when I 
look from ike great Russian noble in ail the power of wealth, 
to the poor vassal in his train; who has not even an hour's li- 
berty at his own command* Although I have been in this part 
<f die world upwards of six months, I cannot yet prevail on 
layself to consider the Russian servant like the helots of the 
Sprtaas, aa of a species so different from their masters, that 
to treat them like a horse or any other usefiil animal, is to pay 
itm respect ^ongh* There is something in the air of Britain 
vUek m&aea into the generality of her sons as great a repug- 
smce to make a slave, as to be one* Blessed, then, be the land 
of iibert)'! for it dispenses the good it enjoj's; and by leaving 
(Vtiy man free, sdlows Um the rank in creation nature intend* 
c^ Genius, industry, virtue, all find their proper spheres: and 
miStf pass from the lower stations, into which accident might 
hare placed them, to regions better calculated for the exercise 
tf their powers. 

That the Bussian peasantry and servants are slaves, does 
M mfly that their owners are tyrants* In mos^ cases the^r 
confortsare very properly attended to; and cruelty or oppres- 
aioB b very seldom suffered to embitter their existence* You 
Kver hear them complain: and in fact they rarely have any 
cSQse of complaint; for, perfectly ignorant of the advantages 
ifliber^, they desire it not; are quite content to be considered 
Sftnuch their master^s property as his ox or his ass, provided 
tbcf be foddered and fed as weU. 

Tbt houses of the nobility are filled with these vassak, or 
itrvams, both male and female, who line the halls, passages, 
Md entrances of the rooms in splendid liveries* In almost every 
"BtichaiiAer tome of diese domestics are placed, ready to obey 
the commands of theit lord or his guests; and continually your 
ctts are saluted with the theatrical call of ^^ who waits?" when 
tvo or three run in at the instant, as promptly as I ever saw the 
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gcndeBEien-in-iraitiDg answer the like sUeOimoiis from tbe bomb 
of Drury-Laneor Co vent-Garden* What with the dwarf pages, 
fook, numerous attendants, and customs of hospitaliQr practised 
here, I cannot but be struck with its resemblapce to the establish- 
ments of our old English barons; and sometime^ almost faocf 
myself transported back to the feudal days of Britain* Too, 
who are as romantic as myself in these particulars, can easily 
understand how these antiquated usages affect my imagina- 
tion and set it to work: and indeed I find it no unamusing train 
of thought to pursue the progress of diflPerent nations thrQU|^ 
various stages of civilization^ till I can with ease point out the 
periods in each when their customs and manners have exacdy 
paralleled* Thus the present manners of some countries are 
only correspondent with what were the manners of a neighbour- 
ing nation a century ago* And so I go on, when I have nothing 
else to do, making the world pass before me, as we whirl about 
its effigy on a glpbe, with our finger. 

But to return to my slaves* Frequent instances have been 
mentioned to me of the cruelty with which some owners treat 
this unfortunate race. But I always found the anecdotes tfaas 
related were of very old date; and if not exaggerated, time has 
. so altered the minds of the Russians, that such barbarities very 
seldom, if ever, now occur* 

The boors are all slaves* Each estate has its native boors by 
hundreds, who perform all its agricultural duties* They arc 
extremely industrious; and when under a good owner, daily 
improve and become more valuable* Their attachment to their 
lord, when well treated, is generally as warm, as their enmity 
on the reverse* Indeed, I was told the other day of a gentle^ 
man, who, possessed of a large village with its inhabitaotSt 
and wanting money, was going to sell it and them* His slaves, 
who loved him, hearing of this intended transfer of them to 
some new, and perhaps less amiable proprietor, went in a body 
to him, and offered to collect amongst themselves all the little 
sayings their labours had amassed; and if the sum were inade- 
quate to supply the deficiency^ sevei^ volunteered tq be sold, 
if he would but consent still to remain master of the village* 
Happy was this man's temporary poverty, sjnce it showed him 
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Us oim worth, and fn-oved to him the virtue of Ms slaves. 
From that day he most have considered diem rather as his * 
SODS than as his vassals* 

Uncultivs^ted minds having nothing to restrain their passions, 
-dicse ill stalled men are very vehemedt in their hatred; and 
aometimes, though seldom, they have no litde provocation. 
When their oi^ner exacts from them the produce of their 
esfitings, after having perhaps received from them ah exorbi- 
tant sum for allowing ihem to work at their respective tradesi 
dien, very'frcquendy,.they are wrought up to such resentment 
sa to form formidable conspiracies against the life of their 
oppressor* One instance I can give you, which happened a 
few months ago. A gentleman having by some severities dis* 
obliged his slaves,, they laid hold of him, and threVr him into a 
large boiler of hot spirits in one of his own distilling houses* 
fie was not. discovered for some days; but when the murder 
was knowii,.ten or fiftiren of the perpetrators were knouted and 
banished lor ever to Siberia^ Before I leave this subject, I 
anist repeat -another anecdote which is more singular than the 
fetmer, and marks the simplicity of the one party, and the in- 
genious treachery of the odier. 

A German general, who had by his amiable qualities and 
military abilities risen to the highest rank in the Russian arndyy 
married a lovely woman of this country, by whom he became 
possessed of several estates and their appropriate slaves* He 
was a fnaca of the best heart, being most susceptible of the suf- 
fenngs of others, and eager to relieve them* On visiting one 
of'these estates, he found a thousand impositions and acts of 
tyrsnny eJkercised on the poor boors, by six or seven farmers 
who rented great part of the property* His humanity was 
awakenedi and, by degrees,' he endeavoured to correct all these, 
dmses, and gave orders to the junto of carthholders to curtail 
tkdr possessions, and to separate. As this sentence, if carried 
iatoeJBfect, would have put an end to their avaricious plans, 
dMy saw no other chance of keeping their ground than by rid- 
dh^ themselves of their new master; which diabolical act they 
accomplished with the most ingenious cunning. 

Tbey found a boor who, with the savings from his daily toU^ 
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was anxious to buy a horse, thinking bjr that acqohitimi fasi 
* irould be enabled to extend his merchttictize, and double his 
profits. The conspirators persuaded this unfortunate man ta 
uiidertake the death of their enemy, and promised^ in reward, 
twenty-eight rubles and the animal on which he had set has 
mind. Any scruples he might urge against the murder were 
drerrulcid by the argument, that as the general was of a dHTer*^ 
ent religion from them, it was no greater sin than killing a ddg. 
This decided him, and being counselled by his employers, that 
as soon as he had effected their wisheis, he was to conceal Mm- 
stelf fcr some time (after which they engaged more largely m 
reward him), he prepared himself for the assassination. 
" On the morning of the first anniversary of thetearriage dajr 
6f the general and his bride, the happy pair having determined 
to celebrate it with Vifite^ ordered certain dispositions to be 
made in a neighbouring wood for that purpose. 'That all should 
be worthy the commemoration of an event which had been w 
felicitous to him, this amiable husband mounted hia horse, and 
rode towards the thicket to inspect the arrangements for the 
entertainment. The peasant had secreted himself amongst the 
bushes: on the sight of his victim he levelled his too well 
ciirected gun: the contents were lodged in the general's heart, 
and he sunk to the ground, murdered by one of the very 
wretches whose wrongs he had sought to redress. The terri- 
fied horse flew back to the house of his master: the blood oft 
his coat, atid the report of the gun, gave the alarm; and the 
fears of the unhappy lady were soon realized by the sig^t of 
men bearing in her husband's corpse. The perpetrator of the 
act was caught before he could escapet he confessed, andbe« 
trayed.who were his accomplices. They were all seized, knout* 
ed, and sent to Siberia, and th^ir houses burnt to the groiindt 
The lovely widow was incon3olable. She erected a mauso* 
leum td her departed hero; and paying it diurnal and noctumii 
visits, tfiere wept over his murder and hef grief, till the source 
of tears was dry. Biit time, that obliterator of most sorrows; 
and ^chance, whose neverfailing fund of cireumstatices so often 
presents our weal or wo, threw in her way another soldier, 
amiable as brave, and- in « foitUnate hour 'she saw her mourn- 
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iqg veedft, by Icfvtfs talisman "changed into nuptial roaes. Slie 
4ft BOir living and happy! So, dear friend, ends my dismal 
Way* And that, all dismal stories of which you and I, un- 
hiddly for ourselves, know so much, may terminate as com- 
Inrtingly as the sorrows of this lady, is most devoutly wished 
if your fiuthfuly &c. &c« 



LETTER XXL 

Mosco, May, 1806. 

I HAVE just returned from a delightful walk on the ter- 
race of the Kremlin. In a former letter I spoke of the wide 
and magnificent prospect from the tower of the great church: 
ihis which I now enjoyed in strolling along the brow of the 
hill that fronts the palace, and which borders the river, com* 
mands a home view of most interesting particulars. , 

The granite quay stretches to a vast length at the base of 
the fortress: the Moskva, forested with vessels from the Volga, 
and other rivers of the interior: the foundling hospital, the 
various palaces of the nobility, as well as the gilding and many 
coloured domes of several hundred churches, extend them- 
selves, till the horizon and its woods seem to unite the city 
with the sky. The fore ground is formed of the religious build- 
ings; and the ancient wall of the Kremlin, whose eastern bat- 
dements give a striking air of romantic grandeur to the whole. 
The large scale on which the enfons trouvSes presents itself^ 
fully conveys the nobleness of its plan, being perhaps the best 
endowed charity in Europe. A few months ago I wrote largely 
to you on the subject of this institution; or rather on one of 
its scions at St. Petersburgh, which in every respect resembles . 
its parent tree, excepting in the solidity of its foundation. 

The hospital at St. Petersburgh is almost entirely depen- 
dent on the voluntary support of its august patroness; but this 
at Mosco has other sources whence it draws the wealth that 
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maintains it. One mean, amongdt manjr others, of ,filUqgits 

treasury, arises from lending money upon property, the bor- 
rower paying a certain interest, rather more than five per cem. 
I should suppose; as the hospital itself takes up money at that 
interest for the purpose of lending it again. The borrower giv- 
ing security on his goods, or property of any sort, sobiects 
himself to its seizure and sale by public auction, should he 
make any default in paying the interest on the appointed day. 
^f the sum arising from the sale b^ less than sufficient to reim- 
burse the hospital, the defalcation bears further interest ti]^ the 
debtor can pay it all off. But should the receipts be more than 
the debt, the overplus is given to the late owner of the goodsb 
In the case of his absence, which often happens under these 
circumstances of misfortune, the hospital retains the money 
now as his debtor, crediting it with interest, and ready to re- 
fund, should the owner reclaim it within a certain day. If he 
do not, it then becomes for ever the property of the hospitaL 
I have attended several of these auctions, and have seen pearls, 
diamonds, cambrics, and many other valuable articles, sold at 
the usual varied prices of those capricious meetings. 

The hospital admitted one thousand infants last year; one 
fourth of which number died; a common average pf its mor- 
tality, as the wretched parents seldom resign their offspring t» 
this asylum until either sickness or want compels them. 

But to return to the citadel. The walls and towers which 
encircle this spot, are further extended over that part of the 
city which is called the Tartar town. The emperor Paul 
caused many earthen works, palisades, bastions, and ravelins, 
to be thrown up in front of that district; but they are all of 
little consequence, and I verily believe that independent of a 
few pieces of ordnance of very large calibre, not a single gar- 
rison cannon is to be found in all the fortifications. Those be- 
longing to the regiments in barracks are not considered as 
attached to the city. 

The Kremlin has a daily guard of between five or six hun- 
dred men. I went with the governor-general to see the parade, 
and found the troops to consist of a very fine body of inen, 
recruits, but far from novices in their art. They are so well aad 



IN RUSSIA. 181 

OipkDjr disciplined by meanB of the cane, .tfiat the change from , 
't dvmsy blnndering boor, to that of a oeat active soldier, is 
pae^ly ais instantaneous as that from one of his native win* 
^ ten to all the beauties of spring. He is brought up from his 
dermna or vilbge, with his beard and hair in the trim of na- 
tore; dad in sheepskins, linden shoes, and walking with 'all the 
titidging ai^rkwardness of unrestrained habit. A very short 
period changes his aspect entirely. His beard is sheared off, . 
his hair bound into a regular queue; and by way of making it 
grow in a more martial form, it is shaven from the forehead 
over the ears and half way from the back part of the head. A 
Kgimental greatcoat is put upon his person: he is booted, and 
set upright on his legs, at his peril not to lose his position. 
Thus then is he meumorphosed, and erelong has all the air 
sfasoldier, completely getting rid of every relic of what he 
soce had been. The custom of shaving the head answers two 
pqrpoees; to put their hair in training, and to prevent desertion, 
dus mark making discovery so certain, that few, if any, ever 
toe run the risk. Their mode of drill differs litde from ours, 
m we both copied from the same model, the Prussian discipline* 
They are heavier than our men in taking rapid positions; but 
far steadiness and mechanical movements, none can exceed 
them* 

Some little time ago the famous princess DashcoiF did me 
the honour to have a few auxiliary regiments reviewed before 
me; and I must acknowledge I never saw a more martial sight* 
Tbeir picturesque uniforms, the dexterity of their evolutions, 
dieir war cries, and above all, the interest excited by the illus- 
trious heroine who gave the word of command, produced sen- 
sations and Uioughts truly gratifying. I found myself present 
with QDe of the most celebrated women in history, the friend 
of Catherine the great! I looked on her as one who had devoted 
her youth, that season of pleasure, to a patriotic zeal for her 
eoontry. For this, her charms were concealed under a helmeti 
sod her beautiful bosom braced in steel; for this she encoun- 
tered' personal danger, oUoquy, and dared every sacrifice that 
was in the power of a young and lovely and hi^bom female 
to make! I contemplated her now time-marked figure with ad- 
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miring wonder, and received with gratefid venerati^ tte 
.attentions witli which she honoured me. These are the cbarae* 
ters, to see whom we would travel from land to land. Th^ 
are the realty great, the objects truly interesting, the subjects 
on which my pen delights to dwell. That I have known msiijr 
of them^ and been esteemed by some, is a distinction soeo- 
fic^iing, that I defy any man of common feeling to be capabk' 
of doing an unworthy action when he finds his honour gtiaraif 
teed by the respect of those *^ whom all men are proud ts 
honour!" 

The Situation of Mosco is well worthy of such illustrion 
residents. It possesses many natural beauties. On the banlei 
of the two fine rivers which encompass its circles, there are 
walks to suit all tastes, whether yoii wish to mingle with tkc 
gay crowd, or to steal alone into the romantic recesses of Ac 
woods. 

Like St. Pctersburgh, Mosco has its summer garden, Ac 
favourite resort of persons of all ranks. Its meandering wttet, 
undulating grounds, bridges, temples, and umbrageous avenuei| 
render it a v^ry charming recreation during the hot months. 
It originally belonged to a noble Scot, the friend and confidclit 
of Peter the First: and in these sacred groves did that imIno^ 
tal prince imbibe from his good, brave, and wise preceptor dirit 
greatness which hereafter entiled him to the admiration of the 
worldf Besides the mansion once belonging to this friend of 
the emperor, there is a palace also in the grounds, which fe 
usually occupied by the imperial family whenever they takes 
attmmer excursion to their ancient metropolis. At one ex- 
tremity of the principal walk stands the grand military hospital, 
Instituted by Paul; being an elegant and extensive buildlnj 
overlooking the river, it is very well adapted to promote the 
.lieMth of its sick. The waters which flow at its feet, as well as 
the baths contiguous, are valuable acquisitions, both to the city 
at large and to the hospital. An English surgeon superintends 
the whole; and its regularity and neatness does ample honour 
to his care. It is the depbtior all the invalids sent from the 
numerous military stations and garrisons in the surroundiug. 
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pfJBtcs* I undtntand tbat fnam two to three thousand are 
awaUy received^ and that an average of one. in Airty diea* 

On my retorn through the walks of these beautiful gardens, 
Ifoondthem filled with crowds of pedestrians of every descrip* 
tieo, (twice a week itbdng a fqced pramenade); thos^ which 
moatfoicibty attract the notice of a stranger are the wives oi 
dv aatiTe merchants. They are dressed in aM the riches thetr 
httsbaads ^ui afiofd, in a fashion, hot, stii^ and most discofw* 
dtDt with their figures. Their petticoat is of brocade silk 
gaidily flowered^ and slong on their shoulders by a kind of 
fdbwses thick with embroidery. The body is covered with a 
JKket either of velvet or stiiiF, bound wkb gpid lace and c6lours* 
Athiftsfeeve reaches to the elbow* Their neck and. arms are 
teCfhiiDg with beads, necklaces, ear and finger rings irniu*- 
nersble. Some wear diadems of gold set wkh coloured stonea 
aid pearis; others, a large square handkerchief richly shot with 
aher aUd various hues, and thrown down their backs, one cor-' 
set being ingeniously womd round their heads, making a sim« 
pie and pretty coeffure* On an elegant woman this habit might 
be becoming, but* with the present wearers, it only makes de^ 
Sarmity more hideous. 

Every point about these dames is the opposite of beauty* 
Their eyes are tolerable, but totally divested of espreesion* 
Their complexions are besmeared with white and red pamt, 
and their teeth most perversely, stained with blacky not a muS'* 
cle4>f their face ever moves: and in general their usual attitude' 
boqg stationary (hardly ever walking) with their hands knot 
together across their persons, they stand like a string of waxett 
figures, gax&tbg on the passing groups of thd higher orders. 
From an extraordinary mode of tying their giidle they all look 
^ntfcmn ivish to be who iove their lords! Married or single, 
it is just the same. You, who are so great an admirer of the 
euiuisite symmetry of Greece and Rome; how would you start 
to meet a front view of one of these ladies! Relaxingstoyes, 
mm bathst loose dresses, and negligent habits, with periiapa 
MSer eausea into which I cannot penetrate, have so transfermedi 
one of the. lovdieat parts of the female person, that what in 
<Nhcrs ifrthe.very thilone of beaiuy^ with them is so Btooatpou% 
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that I defy any but a Russian boor not' to fum from tfaeotwidL 
the most loathsome disgust. I have no doabt but that did «e. 
see tih^m stripped of their gilded jackets wc shoidd find dttt 
they equal the Hottentots in this barthetied and most woih 
drously elongated feature in their shapes* However, I shall be 
better able to decide, as I am going this afternoon to see than 
bathe, which, I am told they do in public without either ocro- 
Kiony or shame* You shall have a faithful report, I pledge you 
my word. 

I have made a sketch of their dressed appearancei by whioh 
you may judge how ill they suit what might be « Very beconuiig 
q>parel on a really pretty woman. On looking at dwir hm 
you easily discern the Tartar and Kalmuc iagraftai&aa u)na 
the old Muscovite stock. The visage is short, the boaes of ihe 
cheeks higb^ the forehead projecting, and the ey« small* Th^ 
stature is commonly of the middle size; and from, their habits af 
life, both men and women are inclined to be more than 3d>ua- 
dandy fat. When a tinge of the Georgian Poles andCircasstsis 
mingles with the Russian blood, the result is the most exqtti^i|e 
beauty. But this is generally confined to the higher ranks; aodt 
as I said before, there is such perfect specimens of female love* 
Uness amongst the nobility at Mosco, that were I a Prazit^ksi 
I need go no further to form my Venus* 

It is now midnight! According to my promise, before I 
sleep I shall give you a description of the baths of Moscoi and 
as they are not at all like those of Diana, you need not fear aay 
ahare of Actaeon's fate for daring to peep at the robeless god* 
desses* 

Having dined at the house of count P ■■ ■■ in the neighbour- 
hood of the scene, after dinner I took my course, accjompaoiid 
by a friend as curious as myself, along the banks of the river 
which flows through the Summer-garden. The spirit of inves- 
tigation led us to the £Dot of the hospital, where we found a 
couple of baths lor the reception of the bathers. Thiese purify- 
ing reservoirs being the hot baths, consisted <^ low wooden 
buildings with smdl openings in their sides, whence issued a 
thick muddy stream, flowing from the first washingB of the 
natives, and in which they stiil laved their greaae»incnislcd 
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todieB as diey sallied forth to enjoy die cooling waves of the 
liver* As we approached these cleansing elevations, we beheld 
Ae waters diat rolled from under their foundations filled with 
Baked persons of both sexes, who waded or swam out from 
^ bath in great numbers, without any consideration of deli- 
cacy or decency. From motives of gallantry We posted ont- 
selves opposite the ladies, the better to observe the grace and 
m/n^Hie beauty of their groups. To say that they did not 
blush, would be to belie them; for certainly their skins were 
ti the brightest pink: but it was a spontaneous glow; not the 
Modtive flosh of shame; for they looked around with ^Uthe sang 
firid of females fnlly apparelled. And in this Eve-ish state, 
with a wooden pail in one hand, and a huge bunch of um- 
hngeoifs birch twigs in the other, they descended the steps 
krto the river. This vernal collection was a very convenient 
nbstttdte for the fig leaves of paradise; but that ancient and 
Iffinitive us^ was not the only one to which it was appropriated. 
Being of the size and shape of a brportf, it was intended for 
Ae more coercive exercise of creating, while in the warm va- 
pour, a rapid perspiration from the pores, by a sort of Sancho- 
fte flagellation on the hide of the fair or foul bather. As soon • 
II any of these nymphs lost sight of her loWer extremities in 
the stream, she instandy applied herself with no small degree 
rf vigour to pour cold water on the top of her head, by the 
ktlp of the wooden utensil she carried with her into the river; 
^ refreshing and bracing torrents thus streaming over her 
flsoking person, soon brou^t it to a more delicate tint than 
the boiling hue with which she had issued from the stream. , 
Picture to yourself nearly ahimdred naked naiads, flapping, 
tpiashing, and sporting in the wave with all the grace of a shoal 
*f porpoises! No idea of exposure ever crossed their mindff, 
Bt> diought of shame ever flushed their cheeks; but floundering 
ihont they enjoyed themselves with as much indifference as 
^Hien standing in all their trim array staring at the gay groups 
iaAe Summer-garden. Even on the confines of their bath, nay^ 
IB the very midst of it, lusty boors were seen filling their casks 
^ the use of the city. So many masses of granite would have 
^a regarded with equal attention by either party* With the 

2A 
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women baidied many metu all mingled tegiedier, joit «a tbqrdt 
in the hot tiprings at Bath, where both sexes boil in one cislenii 
looking more Uke sodden beefsteaks than huaian beings. Bad 
as they are in Bladud's pool, they are ten thousand times moit 
hideous in that of the Summer'-garden: for the men are almostsit 
bearded, or grinning grimly through horriUe whiskers and 
fierce mustaehios. The bathers are of every age, form, and 
aize; Don Quixotes, Sanchos, Sampsons, &c« as well as of all 
4he misshapen figures that ever came from the haind of nature, 
or suflerpd the ill effects of maims, bandy, or other foes to die 
beauty of man. And as to the gentler sex, I can witness they 
were more like the real than the fancied Dulcinea; more like 
the buxom M^tomes, than either the agile Diana, or the 
beauteous Susannah, who charmed the elders of IsraeHo &%• 

My allusion to the Hottentots was not ill conceived; tor is 
Iny life I never beheld any thing so disgusting. Women of 
twenty years old, with a pretty symmetrized face, possessed a 
bosom which a painter would have given to the haggard atten- 
dants of Hecate. I will not proceed farther in my observations 
on this delicate part of creation; but lament that custom, fashiflOy 
and mistaken luibits, have so much power to spoil what wi 
originally the most lovely work of nature. 

Amidst this superabundant group, in which the female form 
hkd indeed run to weeds, we descried a few young vii^gav 
(whose twisted hair declared them to have pretensions to dist 
title); and their slender and serpentine figures sgave us sooie 
hint that the female y^rm divine was not quite obliterated from 
their race. Whatever admiration was called forth dud^g ^ 
scene, fell to their. share; though that they did appear fair, arose 
rather from comparison with their Hottentot companiofl^i 
than from any real beauty in themselves. 

I know not how to account for the extraordinary and quiet 
eitposure which these ladies make of their persons; except we 
derive it from the dd explanation u^: and that, we^ find aUe 
to reconcile the most preposterous practices to our miadl* 
That the indelicacy does not penetrate to their morals, is ^^^ 
in their conduct. She who would not take the smallest troubk 
to hide any part of her person from the observer's eye, woulA 
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•feimiffiuteft aAttYWurds, when she tru dsesfed, resent to the 
lofjkM pitch of mdigBacion any liberty taken with her charms* 

A okase tssoed at St. Petersburgh forbids the sexes using^ 
m that eapitftly the same baths: but, as the interdict did not ez- 
Imd to Mosco, here I had the pleasure of seeing so extcaordi- 
aaiy an exhibition. And, indeed, had-I not witnessed the scene, 
leonU hardly hoire believed the possibility of there being in 
ciiatence such objects as I then beheld* The Russian women 
nrim like geese; they bathe every Saturday, and on the eve of 
eircry holyday. 

Sleep being reluctant to displace from my eyes the images 
of these water nymphs, I am too wide awake to goto bed; and 
isnriBg kept you so long in the company a( one set oiieUe9y I 
AaU iaaroduce you to another of a somewhat different appear- 
ase. I mean those that adorn the churches; not the belle^ot 
dis ek>iaier, but the bells of the steeple. Every religious build- 
isg is provided with eight or nine at least. But the most cel^* 
baled in all Mosco are those of St. Ivan in the Kremlin, whose 
«ize and weight are equal to the biggest Tom that ever a bell 
^snadry produced. There is one, now deeply sunk in the ground, 
^ an enormous bulk. Mr. R— gave me the following estimate 
of its dimensions. Its weight is 432/)00 pounds; its circum&r- 
eace at the base, twenty y«:ds; and the thickness of its metal 
tMtnly4hree inches, or perhaps two feet. Its height, to the 
pisce iriiere the clapper is suspended, is nineteen feet. The 
toagne lies not iax from the spot in which this mass of metal is 
iiuik: it is of iron, and seventeen feet in length. The bell is en- 
circled with many rims of embossed work; and was intended, 
vken finished, to be a present from the empress Ann to the 
peat church. I am told that it was never devated from this 
spDt, in which it was cast, but in cooling cracked, and so be- 
csme Qselesa. Others say, that it was raised to a very great 
kei|^ but that the beam to which it was suspended taking fire, 
it again fidl into its original bed, and sustained the preaent frao- 
tee in its faU. The chasm made in its side by the accident, is 
about the aise of an ordinary door; into which the curious may 
eater if they have any wish to penetrate into this hugep)rramid 
of netaL The bell cannot be seen but by n special ohler; the 
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place being boarded over, you make your eiitraace throve^ a 
trap door. This mutilated work has a sister of a greater size im 
China, which, I understand, is the largest m the known worlcL 
' Having now given you a peal, or rather cheated you of oM| 
as I have introduced you to none but silent bells, I will bid you 
good night, well aware that you have had lullaby enough ia 
this letter. To-morrow I will speak to you further of dMk 
diurches. 

May 8Ui, O. S. Noon. 

I have not time to resume my 'subject; but before I dose my 
letter I must inform you of an event that I have just been toUs 
the widow of the great Suwarroff died this di^ at eleven 
o'clock! She was of the illustrious Prosorowski family; and. 
bore to her renowned husband two children ^ Natolia who msi^ 
ried Count Nicolas ZoubofT; and Arcadtus, a brave youag 
man, emulous of his father's glory. 

So pass away the great and the interesting of this eardi! 
While the widow, or the children of a venerated character re- 
main, we do not seem to have lost all of the person we lament: 
they are living monuments to his memory. His image revives 
whenever we look on objects that were so dear to him, and 
which, in a manner, once formed a part of himself. But when 
^ey are gone; when the race soon follows its foi^nder to the 
grave, time rapidly draws its dimming flood over die past; and 
seeing the hero's actions as in a darkened mirror, remembrance 
involves him with the cloud of departed greatness; and making 
one with the group of Thermopylae, Creasy and Blenheim, he 
loses that preeminence in our regrets which the memorials of 
his person, while living, ever renewed. Thus have many of our 
own brave men, within a few years, passed into the world of 
spirits; and are now named by Britons with as much indiffierr 
ence as they would speak of Talbot, of Hotspur, or of any 
other of our departed worthies. 

The observation you yourself made on seeing Mr. West's 
design of the death of Lord Nelson, not a little influenced me 
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is these refiectimis. Tou tell me tha^ *' the picture of the death 
d General Wolfe stood by that of Nelson, Hardly a single 
person looked on the first; all eyes were turned to the last: 
aot a tear was spared for the gallant Wolfe; not a sigh; not a 
word of encomium on his merits; not a regret for has untimely 
M! I thought it strangely unthinking: for the very sensibility 
I icit on looking at Nelson, turned my eyes to Wolfe, and di- 
vided my sorrow." 

It b true, my friend, you felt so, because you always think 
when you feeh But the feelings of many are merely the eflFect 
of infection; or are awakened by a narrow concern for them- 
selves at being deprived of some recent gopd. Thoughtless of 
odKn, they acknowledge no benefactors but their own; and 
BBver having experienced in their own persons the protection 
which arose from the courage of some hero slain a few years 
More their time, they have no sympathies to excite concern 
ibr his loss; they have no generous regrets for the notde 
CRstore himself; for his being cut off in the meridian of life 
tsd of honours; for the tender relations who mourned his fall; 
mr ftr liie countiy at large which was thus rifled of one of its 
best defenders. 

The death and triumph of a hero are equally shordived in 
tke hearts of any but his personal friends. Sorrow for the one 
issbUcerated by some more recent loss; and pride in the other 
Miperseded by the victories of some brother in fame. Few, 
Oet you, can give an equal homage to the great and good of 
d times. But it is a delightful sensibility, for in proportion as 
yon feel their virtues, you enjoy them; they become endeared 
tftjou; and thus you make to yourself a second kind of exist- 
cacc; a sort of mental intimacy and relationship with the no* 
bkn beings of every age.. In this friendship may you ever 
Modate die idea of your faithful friend. 
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LETTER XXIL 

AMONGST the illustrious residents in Moscofrom whom 
I have received the most gratifying attenttoHa is the prince 

U . I have lately had the honour of being his visitor at i 

fine mansion which he recently purchased near the Spwiow- 
hills, a beautiful spot three miles from the city. This pttece 
was built by prince Dolgorouky as a country seapl; and if k 
does not sho^v the skill of the architect, its. sitaation at lean 
bears witness to the taste of the prince. 

It stands on a very high ground richly wooded; at the ham 
of which flows the Moskva in Thames-like meanders tteoogh 
a luxuriant plain, varied with innumerable gardens and tQ|ieil 
structures. On the right, terminating the view of the rivBT, 
rises Mosco in all its ancient Asiatic pomp. Its myriads of 
glittering minarets and lofty palaces, as well as the pale citadd) 
form an object of transcendent grandeur; and tbenasab«Gl 
ground, the black and distant woods skirting the horizon, givt 
an effect to the splendor of the city which can hardly be de- 
scribed. I have attempted a sketch, which wiH giv^ yon some 
idea of its outline; but without the aid of colours it is impo«»- 
Ble to depict the burnished glow of the whole, when oppwedio 
this forest, Hke an evening sky of fluid gold, shining throufk 
the breaks of a thunder cloud. 

On pursuing the prospect towards the left, the antiquated 
walls of the Divitchy convent is no less striking. The nr^ 
turrets which form a security to the holy dwellings within; 
the long extent of the battlements; the high and slender spiws* 
and golden domes of the chapels; and the crescents and sacred 
crQsses rising amid the trees, marking the situation of the 
Andrefsky monastery; produce, altogether, a very interesting 
scene. 

The monastery is a perfect specimen of the old architecture. 
Its 8t>'le and ornaments resemble the Hindoo temples. I was 
struck with the likeness the moment I observed the butlding* 
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DariBg my visit to the prince, I crossed the water to take a 
■carer view of the Divitchy. Its form is quadrangular: the 
vails extremely high and embattled in the eastern fashion^ 
vith many square towers at short distances* Its gates are 
Mroiigly defended; and in days of old, a garrison always did 
duty here. It ccMitaine several churches, and the houses for the 
reSgieuses^ which are spacious and convenient; besides places 
dedicated to the use of those whom accident or necessity may 
have forced to take shelter within the monastery. 

One of the nuns was so kind as to attend me through the 
aisles of the g^at church, particularly to show me the tomb qf 
fiincess Sophia^ the ambitious sister of Peter the First. The 
outside of the edifice is of' the Asiatic architecture, with gilded 
domes and minarets. The walls and gates are curiously painted 
vith holy personages and miracles: but unfortunately the in«» 
tmor was repairing, so I was disappointed of seeing it to its 
Biaal advantage. The finest object within, was a high and rich 
Kieen overlaid with gold, interspersed with the emblazoned 
histories of saints and virgins. On entering the grand portico 
IS the right, a tomb of a very simple shape was pointed out to 
■e as the burying place of the princes Sophia. It is construct- 
ed of a large stone raised a litde above the pavement, and upon 
it is a kind of sarcophagus, flat at the sides and Upering 
'tovaids tl^ top, like die .roof of a house: it is very small, is 
vhitened over,.and generally is covered with a black pall. At 
the head is this inscription. 

A. M. 7212.;C. ae. 1704. 

On the 3d of July, p. S. died Sophia Alexovna, 

Aged 46 years, 9 months and 6 days. 

Her religious name was Susannah; 

She was a Nun for 5 years, 8 months and 12 days; 

And was buried on the 4th of July, 

In this Holy Church of Smolinsko. 

8cc. Sec. kc. 

So low lies that princess, whose ambition held this empire 
is commotion for sixteen years! Here, shut out from all eyes, 
&s that esquisite beauty with which she enslaved the wise 
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Galitzin, and beguiled the unfortunate Strelitzes to their ruin* 
It was an awful moment thus to stancl over the tomb of a 
woman who, by her actions, seemed to think that she of all 
creation wa^ alone exempt from' the penalty of death. To reiga 
was her wish; and to that end she sacrificed eVery law of na- 
ture: thousands were slain in the contest between her party 
and that of Peter; by false accusations she compassed the mur- 
der of sixty loyal nobles: she plotted the death of her half- 
brother Peter, and finding its accomplishment impracticaUei 
to exclude him entirely from the throne, forced her. own 
brother the idiot Ivan and declared tzar, to marry her. What 
a sea- of blood seemed to encompass her grave! I shuddered 
when I looked at the ctid of all this guilt— a stone bed of six 
feet square! Forty-six years terminated this career of ambitiai^ 
murder and incest! and all for what?— a throne! 
* Sure there is magic in that word. For, it is to the word 
alone, usurpers immolate all that is valuable in the kingly dig^ 
nity; the power of dispensing good and of enjoying happiness! 
What a bastard sort of power is that which, built upon destruc- 
tion, commands a few sordid wretches, who, perhaps, only 
await a favourable moment to free themselves of their tyrant! 
It is the power of a Turk over the slaves of his seraglio; not 
the generous sway of a good monarch over the hearts of a vait 
empire. And then for happiness; the meed which every hu- 
man creature seeks as the reward of his labours; how can it 
exist in the bosom of the traitor, the murderer, and the fra- 
tricide? All then was^sacrificed by this unhappy woman to a 
shadow; to a shadow that vanished the moment she thought it 
within her grasp, and left her to a grave of guilt, and dreadful 
impending judgment! 

The convent in which she terminated her life, contains 
about one hundred and fifty females; seventy-five only of whoip 
have yet taken the veil. An appendage which, by the by^ 
they never wedr; but as a mark of their vow have their heads- 
shaved. This they do at the age of fifty, the time when they 
are allowed to make their holy profession. Until that period 
they remain novices, and may marry if they please. To facili- 
tate opportunities of preferring the matrimonial^o the monastic 
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vovs, they have perfect liberty; the gates of the monastery 
being open all day, and permission granted them to go out 
and receive visitors without restraint. They have each a 
separate apartment and every reasonable comfort. The abbess 
k chosen from amongst the widows of the Russ merchants^ 
and provided she be of an unexceptionable character, may be - 
elected without having been previously attached to any re- 
ligious institution. In short, there is no law belonging to the 
Bassian convents that does not demonstrate the rationality 
which dictated their establishment. As these ordinances are 
nther curious, I think you will not find a copy of them un- 
niteresting. I shall give them to you as they relate both to 
monks and nims. 

U No person to be received as a monk who is under the age 
tf thirty. 

2. No military person to be admitted as a monk. 

3. No slave to be admitted as a monk without being email- 
dpated by his master, or bearing an express order from the 
sovereign or synod. He must be able to read and write. 

4. No married man who has a wife living, to be admitted as 
a monk, especially if in parting he gave her a license to marry 
agaun. If a husband and wife are both desirous to embrace the 
monastic, profession, their cases must be maturely considered 
before permission be granted them; namely, whether they are 
of the lawful age, whether they have children or not, and if 
they have, in vAivlI situation they leave them. 

5. No one having any civil employment, or who runs away 
for debt, or to escape punishment for any offence, to be ad* 
mttted as a monk. 

6. No one charged with a particular commission, unless he 
has dismissory letters, to be admitted as a monk. 

7. No person to be admitted as a monk for money, unless 
he promises never to boast of it, and makes a formal renun- 
ciation of any claim to privilegeQ beyond his brethren. 

9. Nor shall any person, against whom there is no objection, 
be immediately admitted to the tonsure upon his entrance into 
the ccmvent; but remain three years imder the. inspection of an 
Improved monk; during which time the superior shsdl enjoia 

2B 
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him various services to prove his obedience. After this noviciate 
of three years, it is necessary to have the permission of the bishop 
f>f the diocese before he takes the habit; which permission the 
bishop is not to grant without the superior and monks of the 
convent present a certificate of the novice's efficiency* Should 
the novice, after the term of three years, change his mind, he 
shall be at liberty to depart from the monastery, and no one 
has a right to reproach him on that account: but should he 
afterwards desire to return, he must serve his novitiate over 
again* 

9. Novices, during their novitiate, and especially near the 
time of their reception, shall diligently read the monastic vows, 
in order to examine whether they have resolution to undertake 
them. 

10. All monks are to confess and receive the communion 
four times in the year. 

11. They are to avoid idleness; employing themselves in 
reading, painting, &c. 

12. They are not allowed servants, at least none but the 
superior, and the aged and infirm. 

1 3. An hospital and proper persons to attend the sick and 
aged, to be provided in every xon vent. « 

14. Monks are not to invite guests without permission of 
the superior. 

15. No monk may pay visits without permission; and then 
he must be accompanied by another monk. They must not 
visit in secular houses, but iqion solid and lawful reasons. 

16. They are to eat and drink in common in the refectory: 
no one is permitted to carry any thing to his own cell. 

17. Neither money nor goods of other persons to be kept 
in a monastery; iVhatever is so found shall be forfeited to the 
monastery. 

18. Neither the superior nor monks shall admit women into 
their ceUs. They are to be received in the parlour where stran- 
gers are admitted; and in every case there must be more than 
one monk present. 

19. The monks shall stricdy study the bible. The most 
learned amongst them shall explain it; and such only shall be 
be promoted to ecdesiastical dignities. 
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OF NUNNERIES. 

1. Nuns shall never, on any pretext whatever, go out of 
their convent. Not even from motives of devotion, or to assist 
at processions or the feasts of churches. In monasteries where 
the church is not contiguous, secret and covered ways are to 
be made from the convent to the church, for the nuns to pass 
through. 

2. No nun shall receive the tonsure before she is fifty years 
old. If a young woman declares an inclination to becogie a 
Dan, the circumstances of her resolution shall be strictly ex* 
amined; and then she may be allowed to reside in the convent, 
being always tinder the inspection of an aged and discreet nun 
until she has attained the prescribed age: she may then take 
the vows. But should she in the mean time change her mind, 
and be inclined to marry, she is at full liberty. « 

3. Nuns must not pass their time in idleness; but must 
always be employed in some work, as spinning, sewing, mak- 
ing lace, &c. For which purpose proper teachers shall be pro* 
vided to each monastery. 

RULES FOR THE ARCHIMANDRITES, ORSUPERIORS. 

1. The heads of monasteries shall be chosen from those 
monks whose manners are irreproachable^ and who are distin-. 
gnished by their knowledge of the duties of the monastic life. 
Besides which, they must be intimately conversant with the 
icriptureB, and with the rules of their order, and labour, not ^ 
only for their own salvation, but for that of their brethren. 

2. They shall admonish those, who desire to be admitted 
fl^inst the will of their relations; as husbands who forsake 
their wives, wives who forsake their husbands; parents, who 
by imprudent vows would sacrifice their children to a monas- 
tic life; reminding them such resolutions are displeasing to 
God, and contrary to the doctrine of Christ. 

We are struck at once with the excellence of these regula- 
tions, when compared with those which relate to monasteries 
in the Laun church; and cannot but particularly a{^rpve of 
the care with, which the supemtition of celibacy is .guarde4 
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against ia the young and inexperienced. To the itniaoitBl 
tzar Peter are they indebted for this liberal code* 

The dress of the nuns of the Divitchy is a black habit with 
\vide sleei^es; the ivhole lined with reddish brown. A black 
velvet cap; fitting close to their shaven heads, coming down 
over the ears, and under the chin in a sort of bandage. The 
novices have a cap pointed at the top. Their hair is plaited, 
and hangs down behind an immense length: it is fastened ia 
the pole of }he neck by a piece of brown taffeta which shades 
half^he queue as a sort of curtain. Their robe is of black cloth 
with tight sleeves, and has also a cape. The fashion of die 
hair marks the unsworn vestal state, as the vowed nuns are 
deprived of theirs. 

My tonsured conductress showed me several cases of holy 
relics. They consisted of bones, wood, teeth, and pieces of 
wearing apparel,, curiously preserved atid highly venerated. 
She also le,d me into the apartments which had been inhabited 
by the princess Sophia. I entered the cell wherein her haughty 
mind so often brooded in disappointment over her fallen great- 
ness; I looked through the very windows from Which she had 
beheld the execution of numbers of her party, and particularly 
of three of her most intimate confederates, who were banged 
on gibbets within a few yards of the convent \i^aU. Peter or* 
dered this horrible scene to be performed before herowneyeSi 
as a small punishment for the ambition which had consjMred 
against his life, and drawn his subjects into rebellion. 

These gloomy rooms have lately been newly fitted up; but 
much of their old furniture remains; particularly the religious 
pictures which adorned the walls in her time; and other holy 
articles necessary to a nun's cell. Having gone through the 
whole of the church, I took my leave of my saintly conduc* 
tress, thanking her most sincerely for the trouble she had 
taken in walking so long, and for the patience with which she 
answered my numerous questions. 

Soon after I left the vicinity of the Divitchy, I was invited 
by prince W— td go down to his country residence on the 
day of the Holy Trinit}% It being the fete de village of the 
prince, I expected much rustic festivity; for general entcrtam- 
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mmtj 1 could be at no loss, as my illustrious host is not only 
master of all the graces of hospitality, but eminent for learning 
aod tdcnts. His palace is finely situated, and built of stone 
with great taste and splendor; possessing every acconunoda* 
000 for the gayest amusements and the profoundest study. 

When ( arrived, the whole family, visitors and vassals, were 
asKmbled in the church; and when I joined the party, were 
ttranged in a circle before the holy screen. The pavement 
was strewn with flowers and green herbs, each person holding 
in his hand a bouquet. One was also presented to me on my 
entrance. All the peasantry were dressed in their best, and 
decorated with this vernal ornament. Three priests officiated, 
the superior of them l)eing a man of a most venerable aspect. 
Many prayers were read and anthems sung; after which a 
aermon was delivered with great judgment and feeUng: at 
least so it seemed to me, from the energy of the preacher and 
tbe riveted attention of the congregation. Towards the con« 
dusion the whole party, as well as the two assistant ecclesias- 
tics knelt down, holding the flowers up to their faces. 

I could not learn any satisfactory explanation of the reli- 
gions use of these nosegays; some telling me they were brought 
as the first offerings of spring; others, that they were meant to 
wipe away the tears which they shed during the service. I 
fancy that this practice, like that of giving eggs at Easter, is 
now known by the custom only, the origin being entirely lost 
in the lapse of time. 

The ceremony finished by the congregation kissing the 
aross, and receiving the benediction and holy water. 

The sacred duties of the day over, the vilbgers prepared to 
adjourn to their vernal sports; but alas, both I and they were 
disappointed in this! It rained heavily, smd continued so unre- 
ouiting^y, that thitf part of the entertainment was obliged to be 
pven up, and the peasantry, after giving a few blank looks to 
die watery heavens, feasted plentifully within doors. Well 
diaiged with brandy, and covered with gay ribbons, at an 
taijyhour,they very joyously and contentedly returned home. 

A splendid dinner, and a moot delightftd ball, closed the day 
m die hospitable ludU of the prince. Amongst the guests I 
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. met with a gentleman of extraordinary mental acquirements. 
His name was so difTicuit of pronunciation that I cannot recol- 
lect it; but, in our conversation, he gave me a litde account of 
the origin of Mosco, which I have remembered rather more 
correctly. 

It was founded by the son of Vladimir, on some confiscated 
lands originally belonging to an imperious nobleman who had 
offended this prince. They consisted of morasses intersected 
with branches, or streamlike ditches from the rivers Moskva 
and the Neglia; near the conflux of which rose a hill, com- 
manding the surrounding country, and well protected by the 
encircling marshes. It was richly covered with trees; and its 
environs df plain and forest rendered the situation doubly 
romantic* The young prince saw and became enamoured of 
the spot, and immediately ordered a mansion to be built there; 
in which he afterwards passed the greatest part of his time. 
Few advances towards its becoming a ctt}', took place during 
his life. But undoubtedly to this palace is Muscovy indebted 
for its capital. It was a point of a£tractio;[i around which houses 
and streets gradually assembled until they spread themselves tu 
a large town. 

Daniel, the son of the sainted Alexander Nefaky, was also 
enraptured with the situation; and not only increased his pre^ 
decessor's buildings, but added, for its security, palisadocs 
and a deep ditch, llius did it continue, growing by degrees 
within its own boundary, till the succession of Dimitri Ivano- 
vitch Dontkoy, who employed an Italian architect to erect a 
strong and well defended walL This was accomplished towards 
the close of the fifteenth century. The same prince embellished 
the city with several new and noble churches. 

Mosco has often felt the miseries of war. In the year 1384f, 
Tamerlane stormed the place, and held it fdr some time.' Du« 
ring the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the Tartars agait 
overran the greater part of Kussia; and the <Ad capital with 
the resu But Ivan Vassilovitch drove thetn thence: and to 
him much of its succeecliiig splendor and consequence may be 
attributed. From this period it became the residence of the 
Tzars. I fancy few empires have had the 3eat of government 
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80 frequently changed as Russia; for few empires were ever 
so extensive. From its magnitude it comprised many inde- 
pendent principalities; each of which, according to the ambl* 
tion or genius of their respective sovereigns, at different times 
held all the othei? in subjection. Thus Kief, Vladimir, Twer, 
Novgorod, Mosco, and St. Petersbiu'gh, may all boast of 
having governed the country. The whole extent of this vast 
empire being now firmly fixed under the sceptre of the Ro« 
manoff family; and as it aspires to naval consequence, St. 
Petersburgh is likely to remain for ever the capital of Russia; 
unless some political earthquake shake the north with as dire 
a fury as it has done the south. And, to avert which from our 
old ally, every honest Englishman will unite his prayers ^with 
those of, your faithful friend. ^ 



LETTER XXIII. 

Mosco, June, 1806. 

IT being a most sultry day, the prominent object of my pre- 
sent feelings (I will not dignify bodily perceptions by the name 
of thcMights) is the weather. And, as I write to you as I would 
^eak, you must take the subjects, dull or entertaining, just as 
they rise. The weather, then, being a very interesting investi- 
gatioo to us English, I shall indulge you with a few observa- 
tions on the climate of Russia. Having passed both a winter 
md a summer under its skies, I consider myself tolerably 
learned on my proposed theme. 

St. Petersburgh is in lat. 59^ 56' N. Although surrounded by 
flat and marshy lands, that city is by no means unhealthy. The 
air is uncontaminated by pestilential vapours, as care is taken 
to drain the swamps; which otherwise, with the Augean addi- 
tiOQa iirom the cleanliness of the lower inhabitants, might prove 
dreadfully noxious. The police manages all this with admirable 
diligence; and maugre the naturallove which the canaiUe seem 
to have to wallow in an undeansed stye, I never saw a race 
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more healthy than the common people arc in' Russia j and were 
it not for their excessive use of brandy, I believe the rigour of 
the climate, and their constant exercise, would prolong their 
days to an almost patriarchal date. 

' The higher orders, from indulgence, luxurious living, litde 
exercise and hot stoves, are very susceptible of colds: indiges- 
tions, unwieldiness, and shortened lives, are the natural conse* 
quence. This is the case with most; but many, who are aware 
of the ill effects of such customs, discard them; s^id are as ac- 
tive and hale as the stoutest of our countrymen. 

Hence you will observe, that a climate is not to be judged 
by the general ^pcarance of the people of fortune residing 
under its influence; habits of their own counteract its effects* 
It is from the peasantry we must draw our judgment: and I 
will venture to say, that in no country I ever saw more robust 
men than I met with in the natives of Russia- 
There are only five degrees between Mosco and St. Peters- 
burgh. The climate of the old capital is even more salubrious 
than the new. Being situated on high grounds, it has a great 
advantage. Tw6fine rivers run through its centre. The streets 
are all so spacious that no foul air can stagnate in any one of 
them. The atmosphere is generally clear, and the weather set* 
tied. In summer, though it is hot, there are no noxious vapours 
to render it dangerous; and in winter the air is so pure, so bright 
and exhilarating, that you seem to inhale the very elixir of life 
into your lungs. It is impossible to describe the animating feel- 
ings which these ethereal breathings excite in the breast: and as 
the bath of ether, through which we move, embraces every 
part, it seems to brace each nerve, and fill us with a spring of 
life enchanting and exhaustless. 

In the fbllowing table I give you the length of the days at 

the summer and winter solstice. For, instance, when in winter 

the day is the shortest, the sun rises and sets according to this 

' calculation; differing only in the summer, by the day being of 

the greatest length when this order is reversed. 
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Sun rises. Sun sets. 

Hours. Mimites. Hoars. Miiiutcs. 

At Archangel 10 24 1 36 

St. Petersburgh .... 9 15 2 45 

Tobolsk 8 56 3 4 

Riga 8 47 3 19 

Mosco 8 S7 3 23 , 

Kief . « 8 7 3 53 

Astracan 7 48 4 12 

By this also may be seen the degrees of heat and cold, ac- . 
cording to Reaumur, and Farenheit. 

To me the northern winter is far preferable to its summer. I 
mean at Mosco or St. Petersburgh, the (to Russians) milder 
regions, though with you, they would be deemed so penetrating, 
that were it not for furs, and the exercise the rigour of the cli- 
mate compels us to take, we English might, if as thinly clad as 
the wannest of ye all in Britain, stand a good chance of becom- 
ing stationary, like poor Mrs. Lot, not a pillar of salt, but 
a huge erect icicle. 

If the cold be then so intense in the degree of Mosco, what 
must it be in the latitude of Archangel! The inconvenienciesof 
80 rigorous a climate, the want of society, and having many 
days when the sun is scarcely seen, rising at ten o'clock and 
setting at one; with the addition of being so far from all know- 
ledge of what is passing in the rest of the world, must make a 
•rational creature find such a life a very sorry pilgrimage, or ra- 
ther an anchorttisnij worse than that amid the arid deserts of 
£g)^pt. Yet to these apparendy accursed spots, we find interest 
lead men, as merchants, to pass many a year of their lives, 
shut out from every comfort of existence. Strange infatuation 
of man, to waste his days in providing for a period which he 
never sees!^ From youth to age he suffers every privation 
diat inclement elements, cheerless labours, and joyless society 
can inflict, to amass a hoard of wealth, useless to him there: yet 
there he lives, gadxering more and more, daily intending to re- 
turn home to his native country and enjoy his riches; and 
yet putting it off for another bag of gold, tUl death surprises 
him. Then on his cold bed, he finds that he has suffered and 

3C 
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toiled in vain: a kindred, who had perhaps forgotten all of him 
but his name, are to reap the reward of his labours,, while he 
fills a dismal grave beneath the frozen pole! 

This terf ible cpuntry, which Beems as if it really lay under 
an interdict from heaven, is formed of sterile rocks, iQorasses, 
and naked mountains. Rarely a living soul is seen to animate 
the dreary solitude; not an ear of corn ever ripens there; and 
the utmost of their harvest is a litde poor barley: not a fruit 
tree of any sort ever cheers the eye; all id one wide waste of 
desolation. It is in these iron regions that we hear of tra- 
vellers, nay whole families, being frozen to death* Water 
freezes as it falls; and birds drop from the heavens hard as 
marble. Often groups of men and horses have been disco- 
vered on the high roads, in various attitudes, dead and stiffs 
and petrified to ice. Instances have been known of boors being 
brought by their horses into villages and towns, lifeless, sitting 
upright with every appearance of existencie, holding their whip 
and reins. This happens even between Mosco and St* Peters- 
burgh, when the winters are particularly severe. 

It is a very common thing for the nose, ears, or any other ex- 
tremity exposed to the air, to be frostbitten, which effect takes 
place unfelt by the sufferer himself; and if some friendly person 
is not passing by early in the operation to give notice of 
its seizure, the consequence is inevitable. If on the instant 
the part congealed be not well rubbed with snow, to rectd 
circulation, the result is obvious; a few moments places the ad- 
dicted in a most mortifying' situation, and a few hours deprive 
him of ears, fingers, 6r nose; a circumstance not enviable, al- 
though he has the consolation that he runs no risk of its ever 
happening again. 

Having brought you to Archangel, though rather mysteri- 
ously, as I never was there myself! I shall give you a little 
insight into the interesting particulars of the place. I .gained 
them from a merchant of great respectability, who had often 
visited that comer of the empire; so you may be satisfied of 
seeing as truly through his eyes as through mine* 

Archangel is the capital of a province of the same name. 
It is so called from a monastery dedicated to the Archangel 
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Michael, which ia near the principal town. You may judge 
how cold the province i| from its being bounded on the north 
by the Frozen Ocean. Amid these terrible rocks of ice. Sir 
Hugh Willoughby, the famous commander of our queen 
Elizabeth, in seeking a northeast passage to China, was im- 
prisoned with his whole fleet and perished. Chancellor, who 
commanded a small squadron under him; chanced to be driven 
by stress of weather into a bay near the mouth of the Dwina; 
there he landed: and so became the first Briton that ever was 
knowti to set foot on the Russian shore. This very haven that 
gave him shelter, was that of Archangel: and soon after his 
sffrival, such communications were made to the tzar Ivan 
Vasflovitch II, that a trade was commenced between the two 
countries. 

The principal articles of export were then potash, caviar, 
tftilow, wax, hides, hemp, feathers, tar, yam, beef, rhubarb, 
Chinese and Persian silks, cork, bacon, cordage, furs, ice. a 
curious assemblage! The commerce rapidly increased; and 
Archangel continued the sole port of any consequence in Rus- 
sia, till the building of St. Petersburgh removed the principal 
ttade to the havens of the Baltic. 

The town of Archangel is comprised in one long street of 
wooden houses. It has a court of admiralty, dockyard, and a 
ime monastery, which is the residence of its bishop. Exten- 
■ivc forests, the timber of which is a great article of traffic^ 
grow in this government, and in that of Olonetz, its near 
neighbour. The exportation of larch being expressly prohibi- 
ted, deal and masts of fir are the only timber the merchants 
caa send to sea. Very few of our nation are now there; the 
founding of St. Petersburgh drawing from those inclement 
regions all those whose fortunes were not as barren as the soiL 
So much for Archangel! which, if I were to tonsult my 
own feelings, I would rather denominate Arch-devil! And 
considering the poet's description of the frozen as well as the 
burning hell, I do not think that I should name the borders of 
the polar sea amiss. 

I shall now thaw your congealed veins, and brin^you back 
to die vernal months of summer. During this season, Mosco, 
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like most other great cities, loses most of its gay infaobttants. 
As soon of the sultr}'^ weather sets in, they take their flight to 
their respective country seAts. From this cause the popdatioii 
varies almost incalculably in the two seasons of winter aad 
summer; as each of the noble families seldom departs orar* 
rives without sixty or seventy persons in its suite, besides two 
or three hundred slaves. This eadt and entrance make an A 
teration of nearly 50,000 souls. The multitude who people 
this metropolis in the colder months amounting to 359,000^ 
and in the warmer to 300,000« This does not include the vil- 
lages close to the cit}^ as they contain souls to the number^ 
60,000, or more. 

I have already mentioned to you some of the most delightful 
country residences of the nobility around Mosco: a few others 
I shall here notice, in which I have enjoyed some of the plea* 
santest moments of my northern travels. One in parttcdar, 
Ostanknia, a mansion of count Tcheremetoff is magnificent ia 
its structure, and most romantically situated. It is furnished 
in the finest taste, and possesses many valuable antiques! 
amongst the most excellent is a statue, named on the pe- 
destal the ffoddess of health. Its drapery is exquisite^ and 
the form of the figure of the first Grecian mould. The feet 
and one hand are modern, and the head seems to have been 
also restored; but the rest is in good preservation, and fsSj 
declare it to have been the work of the classic ages. The 
count gave 1200 rubles for it. Indeed all that belongs to this 
nobleman is of the best in taste and costliness. Besides Ostank- 
nia he has other fine residences, but the most admired is that 
of Kuscova, about seven versts from Mosco. The buildings 
and gardens are in a princely style, having a superb ttealre, 
banqueting house, and hermitage. The noble owner frequentfy 
gives entertainments here, every way harmonizing with his 
own fine taste, and the elegance of his habitation. Cards, and 
all sorts of games of chance, are in great request. ** Surety 
(you will cry), this is no very happy instance of the tasteful en- 
tertainments of Kuscova!" True; though it may be of thciir 
fashion. ^^The nobility, in general, are so enamoured of what 
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^kcf term die fascinating suspense of these amusements, that 
die want of them would be worse than a penance. However, 
as suspense of any kind is purgatory to me, I have not yet 
leant their art; and as you hold the whole in conten^t from 
spade-ace down to a tetotum, I will make my bow to the card- 
taUe, and turn to more congenial subjects. 

However, you will perceive by all that I have formerly said^ 
tiat die Russians are also particularly fond of pleasures out of 
doors. Their cavalcades, promenades, vsid fetes champetrea in 
die summer; and their sledging parties iu the winter, are not 
a little friendly to hilarity and health. A thousand gay ex- 
cuses are formed to take them into the air; and so, for once, 
Miion is favourable to the wholesome. For instance, I went 
die odier afternoon to a spectacle wheve all the beauty and 
lank of Mosco were assembled. It was to see a Frenchman 
ascend in a balloon, (for there is hardly a nation in the known 
world whom their flights do not set agape !) Here I had an op* 
portunity of not only enjoying the fresh air, the sight of so 
many lovely women, but also of observing the excellence of 
that police I before spoke of: multitudes of people, and a crowd 
ef carriages, not to be numbered, were on the spot. Not an 
dtercation ensued; every vehicle moved on and off in rotation, 
icmaining perhaps for the space of a minute until the soldiers 
of the police had ascertained whether its proprietor was ready 
to reenter. If not, the next drove up, and so the rest in order. 
It 18 a military arrangement; and as such all its officers and 
soldiers are regtmentally clothed. They are well mounted, and 
dso well vested with authority; which I have frequendy seen 
applied to the heads and backs of the boors and coachmen. 

One amusement I must not omit noticing, which they call 
conning. In my mind, when managed with even the most 
phusible address, it can never be a humane pastime; and as it 
it ordered here it is a cruel one. With us it has an apology in 
die health produced by its attendant exercise, and the delights 
^^ pleasurable suspense. But here the recreation is so simpli- 
kd, that it hardly seems to contain any thing but the murder 
of the animal. In England we have the social anxiety of beat« 
ing an interesting and extensive country, andvpf following the 
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game, when sprang, for several ttoun, in swift and jocund pur* 
suit* .The ^otention kept awake, the spirits exhilarated, and 
life imbibed in every coming gale^ give an intoxication to the 
senses which may very readily make~the huntsman forget the 
sufferings of the chase. But here all is the reverse. 

A few days ago I was invited to be a spectator of one of 
these scenes: and obeying the summons, soon found myself on 
the extensive plain which extends along one side of the city. 
A concourse of people of all ranks was assembled, with aboift 
a hundred and twenty greyhounds in couples. These animab 
are formed with the nicest symmetry, and they are so stmng 
and powerful in their hold, that nothing they once strike tli^ 
teeth into ever escapes. Their coats are uncommonly beaoti; 
ful, and the hair on their tails so redundant, that they are usu- 
ally called fantailed greyhounds. 

On the same spot where the group had met, were boxes 
placed at certain distances, each containing a hare which had 
been previously snared and cooped in this solitary habitstion 
till the day of the sport. At an appointed moment the amateur^ 
to whom the dogs belonged, and for whose entertainment this 
lively and humane pastime was prepared, gave the word! when 
suddenly one of the little creatures was let loose from its pri« 
son; and almost as soon, two of the hounds were untied and 
allowed to pursue it. The start the poor hare had was proba- 
bly not more than three hundred yards; of course the chase 
was very brief. The terrified animal was soon overtaken, and 
after a few doubles the canine pair buried their teeth in the 
heart of the panting fugitive. About thirty of these miserable 
little creatures fell in this manner; each coursed by fresh dogs; 
and each destroyed almost immediately on being started. 

The promoter of the diveruondid not seem to enjoy it 
greatly, and as small a degree of animation appeared in the 
£aices of the spectators. Indeed, from what I have seen of this 
amusement, as well as of Russian horse-racing, I must suppose 
that the habits of this country are inimical to the activity of 
blood which rushes dufough the veins of an English hunter, 
shooter, or racer. Our early education to exiercise of all sorts 
gives a stimulus to mind and body that impels Eng^shasen to 
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undertake every enterprise with intrepidity, and confirms them, 
to pursue it with an undaunted resolution to overcome. The 
ttverity of the Russian winter is a sufficient excuse for the want 
I observe: an iron frost, with the threatened loss of toes or finw 
gers, being no very attractive seasoa for the sportsman to 
ttke the field. The extreme heat of summer is equally a foe to 
the vigorous exercise which such amusements demand; and 
as for the temperate days of spring or autumn, they know 
dKm not. The heat sets in as rapidly as the cold dkappeorsr 
mi the summer months; though not many, are scorching to> 
as intolerable degree. The peasant sows his com with litde 
labour, often without the trouble of a plough, and reaps his 
birvest in less than three mondis. 

' During the summer the very plagues of Egypt are let loose 
i^n you, in the shape of flies, that fill the air like dust, and 
ansquitbes- whose bites cover the skin with inflammation, and 
wse itching to perfect agony. These are a few of the annoy* 
antes which a little disturbed my pleasure during the delicious 
brara I ha^e enjoyed in this hospitable, and to me, ever deas 
countiy. 

I was glad to make my escape from the murder of the poor 
bares; for, as I looked on their writhing limbs, I could not but 
dunk that this little animal in corporal sufferance feels a pang 
<ii great as -when a giant dies; and marvelling at the contradic- 
toiy nature of man, I directed my course towards some of the 
pobiic edifices I had not yet seen; and taking sanctuary first in 
tbe church, felt my meditations more reconciled to my brethren 
of mankind, when I found myself within the consecrated walls 
of St. Martinus Pravidnick. This fabric was reared at the sole' 
charge of Mr. Shagaroflf, a Russian China merchant of great 
gaodaess and piety, who expended 250,000 rubles in its com- 
^tion. Hie portico is extremely beautiful, and the general 
atyle of the architecture pure and elegant. It is the finest mo*» 
dera building in the whole city, and in every respect does ho- 
■onr to the taste and devotion of the founder. 

Its simplicity made a striking contrast in my mind with the 
gvrgeoofi magnificence of the Troitza (or monastery of the Tri** 
luty) at some distance from Mosco; and which, for splendor 
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and riches, is one of the most wonderful places in the empires 
It 18 a Golconda in itself; a Peru; such a treasure-liouse is it 
of gold, diamonds, pearls, and every precious endowment with 
w'hich piety could adorn the holy place. Besides the interest 
attached to it as containing the slirine of St. Sergius, it has 
another of a more secular stamp. This was the sanctuary m 
which the young tzar Peter when a boy, and his brother tzsr 
Ivan,. with his sister-wife the turbulent Sophia, embattled them- 
selves against the rebellious Strditzes. To these necessities of 
princes, we must attribute so many of the religious buildings in 
Russia being regularly fortified. 

The tomb of St. Sergius is decorated with a canopy of massy 
silver, supported by large pillars of the same metal. The screen 
b of the most magnificent workmanship, and the hallowed 
utensils are covered with jewels. Most churches have several 
costly dresses for the bishops and officiating priests* These are 
generally made out of the embroidered palls which are brought 
into the church with the bodies of deceased nobles buried there. 
But the sacred habiUi^ents of the Troitzu are of the most su- 
perb order. There are fifteen diiGerent iHagnificent vestments 
for the archimandrite of this monastery, and as many mitres of 
gold enriched with jewels. One of the ornaments of this priest, 
'worn on his breast instead of a cross, was given to the church 
by the empress Elizabeth, and cost 16,000 pounds. One of his 
robes which he wears on H^terday, made of crimson velvet 
embroidered with pearls, is valued at 14,000 pounds. Were I 
to describe the other vestments, and the variety of crucifixes, 
mitres, pyxes, golden cased relics, &c* glittering with gems, I 
should tire your patience to read and mine to write. Sufiice it 
to say, that Aladan himself, when his wonderful lamp introdu- 
ced him into the treasury of the genii, never saw a greater as- 
semblage of riches in one spot, than may be beheld b the 
Troitza monastery. 

Such ornaments to a church certainly dazzle the senses; and 
I am afraid too much engage them to allow the heart to have 
any share in the scene: and if it had, I fear it would be too 
much employed in admiring the rich productions of the ear* 
to think of the brighter splendors of heaven. A noUc simplici- 
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tfy 9fptwn to me to be the proper character of a building de» 
voted to the worship of the Creator. The mean, barnlike plan 
of some modem churches in England, and the bare walls and 
bald timber galleries of the generality of the chapels, are equal- 
ly excessive on the other side. There is a medium between the 
gorgeous decorations in one country, and the penurious plain* 
ness in the other; a sort of structure^ in which we might r^* 
Gogoise the beauty of holiness, and worship the Giver of All, 
in a place harmonious with his simplicity and greamess. 

I cannot leave you in a better place than the church; so, bid- 
ding God bless you, shall for the present say farewel! 



LETTER XXIV- 

MoBCO, June, 1806. 

HAVING heard much of the particular gloom, the sort of 
inquisitorial terrors of the prisons on this side the Baltic, my 
curiosity was not a little excited to penetrate beyond their 
grates. On expressing my wish to his excellency the military 
governor, he was so obliging as to send an orderly officer with 
me to one of these iron securities of the public safety; having 
previously given notice to die keeper that I should see every 
thiag within the gates. 

The building is of brick, encircled by a high wall flanked 
with round towers, like an ancient fortress. An officer's guard 
does duty there, which turned out on my arrival and presented 
arms. I was conducted through the several passages, apart- 
ments or dungeons; and was shown all the persons confined 
hr crimes and misdemeanors. Debtors are in a different place. 
During my walk I had frequent occasion for a handkerchief to 
p(U8 between the wind said my olfactory nerves, as smells, some- 
what different from the pouncet-box of Harry Percy's popinjay^ 
tver and anon assailed my nosel — But it was a jail! and they 
who have ever been induced to visit, even in our country, these 

2D 
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neglected receptacles for guilt and misery, will not be surprised 
that in Russia they sjiould be still more noisome. The squalid 
poverty of the unhappy creatures engendering diseases,, their 
uncleaned persons, filthy garments, and more filthy habits; and 
then so many inhabiting one chamber, so impregnates the air 
with pestilence, that I oiily wonder they do not all die of the 
plague in the course of a month. 

There were no cells where a prisoner might have the com- 
fort of being alone: all, whatever nxight be the individual's 
crimes, without any discrimination are stuffed into one apart- 
ment, inhaling in every breath a double infection of polluted air 
and polluted morals. In the midst of this distress there was a 
single room which bore a less intolerable appearance. It was 
the hospital, in which lay about sixteen persons. Here I saw 
something like beds; but in the other chambers the prisoners 
had no other couches than bare wooden benches. When I view 
the wretchedness of these places, I cannot but suppose that the 
sentence of death is no increase of punishment to their inmates. 
Here they drag on a dying life, or rather a tortured one: mise- 
rable fare, miserable sleep, (for rest we cannot call it on so hard 
a pillow) and an atmosphere fraught with every calamity which 
foulness can inflict; what are we to say to such an existence? I 
would not thrust my vilest enemy into this pit of horrors, for 
all the security his imprisonment might offer. 

Long dark and narrow passages, without ventilation, led to 
the different rooms. In the centre of the building stood the 
chapel; the only place in which it was possible to breathe with 
any safety. It was plainly fitted up and decently clean. Turning 
from this temporary asylum from the surrounding pestilential 
vapours, I drew in a most lengthened respiration to serve me 
during my next exploring, and placing my glove up to my nos- 
trils, followed my conductors along a very gloomy aisle which 
brought me to what they called the state part of the prison. ^I 
found seven persons here, apparently more comfortably appoint- 
ed than the forlorn wretches in the humbler department. 1 3vas 
told that these distinguished culprits were officers, committed 
for the offence of forging no tes-on the imperial bank. They were 
condemned to the prison for a certain time; after which their 
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earthly career is to be run^ and to terminate, in the mines of Si- 
beria; that they may have ample communion with the specie, 
and enjoy it for ever in its virgin purity! 

There is something in this judgment strikingly just; and as- 
suredly it seems more adapted to the crime than the summary 
punishment of death. It serves the country on the very point 
against which the injury was directed; and so while the delin* 
quent is punished, and his example warns others, the govern* 
ment is benefited by his labour. Sir William Meredith, a wor- 
thy member of our own senate, speaks so well to this purpose, 
and his observations have made such an impression on me, that 
I cannot forbear sanctioning my antipathy to death as a general . 
punishment, by repeating a lew of his sentiments. 

The Mosaic law (he remarks) ordained that for a sheep or 
an ox, four and five fold should be restored; and for robbing a 
bouse, double; that is, one fold for reparation, the rest for ex- 
ample and punishment: and the forfeiture was the greater as the 
property was more exposed, so making the preservation of their 
own a sure guardian of their neighbour's. If the thief came by 
night it was lawful to kill him in the act; but if he came by day 
he was only to make restitution; and if he had nothing, he w» 
to be sold for his theft. This is all that God required in felonies, 
and who can be a better judge of the human heart than He? 
Indeed, so much is moderation in these cases the universal sen- 
timent, that I cannot find in histor)' any sample of such laws 
as the British penal code excepting that which was framed at 
Athens by Draco. He made every offence capital upon the mo- 
dem way of reasoning, " that pett}'^ crimes deserve death, and 
he knew nothing worse for the greatest." His laws, it was said, 
were written with blood; but they were of short duration, 
being all, excepting one against murder, repealed by the wise 
Solon. 

When the great Alfred came to the English throne he found 
the kingdom overrun with robbers: what did he dof Not make 
his country a forest of gibbets; the expedient of hanging never 
entered his head. He instituted a police which was to render 
every township responsible for the, felonies committed within 
its precincts. Thus, property became the guardian of property; 
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and robbery was so effectually stopped that in a very short time 
a man might travel through the kingdom, unarmed, with fais^ 
purse in his hand. 

Treason, murder, rape, and burning a dwellinghouae, were 
all the crimes that were punishable with death by our good old 
common law: and such was its reluctance to died blood, that if 
recompense could possibly be made, life was not to be touched* 
Treason being against the king, the v remission of that crime 
lay in the sovereign's breast. If a raviaher could satisfy the in- 
dignation of the injured wonvan, she might marry him even 
under the gallows, and take him from death to li£e. But npw, 
no restitution can appease the law if it once seizes its victim. 
A man is hanged for treason, for murder, for forgery, for theft, 
for stealing half a crown! I cannot but recount one instance of 
many, which shows the iron severity of these Drpco laws. 

About the Ume of a great British armament the husband of 
a poor woman was pressed and sent to sea, her goods were 
seized for some debts of his, and she, with two infant childreB, 
turned into the streets to beg. She was young, not nineteen, and 
very handsome. Her beauty might have furnished another wo* 
man with ample stores of subsistence: here was at least some* 
thing to praise as well as pity in the poor unfortunate. She went 
to a linendraper's shop, took some coarse linen off the counter 
and slipped it under her cloak; the shopman saw her, and ihi 
laid it down: here was restitution; yet for this she was hanged. 
Her defence was, ^^ that she had lived in credit, and wanted 
for nothing till the pressgang stole her husband from her^ but 
since then she had no bed to lie on, Jiothing to give her chil- 
dren to eat, and they were almost naked; and perhaps she might 
have done something wrong, for she hardly knew what she did^" 
The parish officers testified the truth of this story: but it seems 
there had been much shoplifting about Ludgate; and example 
Was thought necessary, and this unhappy mother was hanged 
for the satisfaction of a few shopkeepers. When brought to re* 
ceive sentence she behaved in so frantic a manner, that none 
could doubt her distracted state of mind: and, O pitiless fate! 
when she set out for Tyburn the youngest child was sucking 
at her breast! 
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There does not occur to my thoughts a proposition more ab-^ 
horrent to nature and to reason, than that in a matter of pro<- 
pertjr, when restitution is, or can be made, blood should still be 
required. But in regard to our whole system of criminal law, 
and much more to oiu- habits of thinking and reasoning upon 
it, there is a sentence of the Roman orator which would be very 
apdy addressed to those who can yet reduce the British code 
to its original purity.—- JVb&'^tf, quirites^ hanc strvitiam diutiu9 
fmti; fuof non modo tot cives atrocisstme sustulit^ sed humanita* 
Urn ipsam adtmit coruuetudine incommodorum. 

But, as punishment of crimes is necessary for the sake of de- 
terring oAers by example, of all modes of punishment, I should 
^fer that which is productive of the most example. Death is 
momentary, labour permanent: an execution is soon forgotten; 
but bard toil is beheld every day, for perhaps a long course of 
years, and is thus an hourly warning to the commonalty at large. 
Ob these principles I approved the condemnation of the Rus- 
sian forgers to the mines: and as you are equally a friend to hu- 
manity with the good Sir William, I will not s(pologise for lead- 
iagyou such a sweep from the Moscovite dungeons, to hear a 
few pleadings for die miserable inmates of our own. 

But now to return. A little gentleman issued from this state 
apavtment (and in a most sorry state it was, when I had a nearer 
view!) and addressed me in French. The superintendant'who 
walked with us speaking nothing but Russ, I received the sa** 
lotation with due courtesy and accepted his oiler to become our 
interpreter. My friend Mr. B-— , who was with me, asked 
him if he were one of the inhabitants of the room before us; he 
replied no, and added, that his critte wsls nothing more than 
taking a servant without a passport. There was an evidence in 
Ins look and manner that contradicted his statement, and very 
clearly demonstrated to us, that we were in the company of^n 
idle vagabond, who probably never had a servant to pass, bnd 
who most likely had found his way to the prison for want of a 
creditable credential for himself. He said he was like ourselves 
(we were obliged to him for the compliment!) a foreigner, a 
Pole. Poor, unhappy Poland, how wert thou degraded by thy 
claimant! He was to be confined for nine months, so long was 
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this prison to travail with its precious burthen; and then he 
might return to his own country, if he were not stopped again 
at the barriers for want of a passport! However, he was very 
civil; and explained and interpreted for us with all the action 
add volubility of a Frenchman* 

Through him we learnt that the male prisoners labour all day 
in filing bark into a dust; for tanning I suppose; for here our 
Pole's interpretations failed us; he either did not know its use, 
or so bungled at the interpretation, or we were so obtuse in iin* 
derstanding, that we could not at all comprehend what be 
meant. As we proceeded farther over the prison I could not 
find any who were confined for any extraordinary crirtie. One 
man alone was shown to rae who was a prisoner tor a speciee 
of murder: he had quarrelled with his neighbour at cards, and 
by an unl6cky blow killed him on the spot. His sentence was 
soon to be executed; the knout and banishment to Siberia. 

I was very curious to see the apparatus for this dreadful 
punishment, as well as the dreadful he who so dextrously exe- 
cutes it on the backs of the wretched mortals whose ill fate lays 
claim to his abilities. As no one was then immediately in wait- 
ing for the ceremony, we requested that the mode of inflicting 
the knout might be shown to us. The executioner was a man 
of huge and herculean as[>ect, of adark and sallow complexion, 
with a determined and ferocious face, having black hair and a 
grisly beard. When I saw him come forth from his wooden 
hut in the courtyard of the prison, he reminded me of the 
Abelino of Venice. His dress was the usual striped shirt of 
the country, with loose trowsers of a similar linen. He receives 
ten rubles yearly; and, they say, is the very first practitioner 
in his line. On an average, one unfortunate wretch a mondi, 
suiFers, in different degrees of severity according to his offence, 
Ufider the horrid flail, of this tormentor. 

^Being called upon to exhibit his apparatus and prowess to 
us, which we the more readily demanded as his victim was to 
be only a block of wood, he untied a leathern wallet' which 
hung before him , and drew out a pair of iron pincers, construct- 
ed for the purpose of slitting the nose; which was done at a 
anip, taking out a very large piece. Another instrument he ex- 
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hibited for marking the forehead, or any other part, according 
to the direction of the sentence. It was shaped like a round 
brush, being strongly set with iron teeth. The knout (or whip) 
is formed thus: its handle is of wood, about a foot in lengthy 
very strong, and hard woven round with leather. To this is 
atuched a stout and weighty thong, much longer than the han« 
die, fastened in the manner of a flail. Next comes a well dried 
strip of bufialo's hide, much like pliable horn. This the execu- 
tioner puts on the knout aft esh every twenty lashes. Its shape 
is tapering to a pohit; being full a quarter of an inch thick, and 
very long. 

tiaving adjusted this eflicient part of the grand instrument 
of his vocation, he placed himself about four paces from where 
Ae supposed culprit was, to stand or kneel, and putting the 
diongfast between his legs, he drew it up behind him, and then 
seized the handle with both hands; and stepping two paces for- 
ward, raising the terrible machine over his head, he made a 
straight down cut, which fell on a thick board making a hol- 
low deep enough to bury your finger. This he repeated three 
or four times. If he knouts every individual with the same 
force he did the piece of wood, each stroke must find the bone. 
I omitted to see the thing to which the sufferer is bound; but 
I was told by one who had witnessed the punishment, that it is 
a sort of upright block of wood, to which the neck, wrists, and 
knees are strongly fastened. It is deemed reproachful to touch 
the knout. An opinion that marks the horror in which it is 
held, that even any voluntary contact with the instrument is 
thought an abomination. I shuddered at the apparatus; yet, 
should there happen any execution during my stay in Russia, 
I shall certainly contrive to be present at the terrific scene. 

On the evening of the day in which I had visited the prison, 
oy friend and myself received an invitation from prince G— 
who was going to be encamped at a short distance from 
Mosco. His regiment consisted of three battalions, and being on 
the peace establishment, contained about seven hundred men 
in each. We overcook it on its march, and found it proceeding 
Jn fine military order, with wagons for transporting the camp 
equipage, ammunition, &c. &c. 
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The regiment and ourselves Arrived on the ground about 
eight o'dbck in the evening. The men halted and wheeled into 
line. After piling their arms, they commenced, with great re- 
gularity, to pitch their tents; each being set in order by the 
number that were to inhabit it, eleven being the complement. 
Of course the regiments which formed the encampment were 
divided into wings. The colours and drums were in the 
centre, leaving a wide street in a direct line through the camp. 
The privates' tents were in three rows; those of the officcn 
were in a street to the rear; and in the rear of them again, were 
the field officers', and those belonging to the staff, with the tent 
of the commanding general. A rear and a quarter guard w^ere 
planted, siihilarto ours, but at a much greater distance. 

The form of the tents is the same that used to be made in 
England many years ago, but which gave place to the more 
commodious shape now adopted. Their height is not more 
than four feet; however, the wood work is light and easy of 
conveyance. The men, in the great general Suwarroff 's style, 
have no other paillasse than the earth and their military coats* 
Small bell tents are placed in pairs in front of each company, 
for the security of the arms, which are piled around its pole; 
and here they remain, if not wanted for use, day and night 

I do not approve this practice for many reasons. In the first 
place, the men are separated from their arms: a disunion which 
ought to be considered by the soldier as great a breach of his 
martial vows, as a similar parting from his lady would be of 
his matrimonial ones. Secondly, the uncertainty of the weather 
renders such a disposition very unfavourable to their being in 
a good state when they are really wanted. And thirdly, the se- 
paration takes from the soldier that religious attachment to bis 
arms which is the best friend of his duty. Like the Roman's 
adherence to his shield, he ought to look upon the quitting his 
arms, and the loosing his life, as much the same thing. And 
lastly, in cases of surprise, or sudden summons, what confusion 
must arise from every man running to a particular spot to seize 
his weapons! A good soldier should be ever on the alert: and, 
sleeping with his hand on his musquet, his wedded wife 
and dear brown Bess^ be ready at a moment's call to spring 
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apcrn his feet, and taice her In his arms. That the -pieces of tfafe 
RussisBis might sustain' injury by the tenting plan, is clear; but 
I must do them tke justice to say that they take precautions 
•gainst the evil; the locks being carefully cased, not only in 
their quarters, but often in the hands of tlie sentries. 

At nine o'clock the whole line turned out, in their fora^ng 
taps and greatcoats, and without arms. The officers feU in 
two paces in front. The drums kept their station in the centre 
ef eadi battalion. The band was in the rear. The retreat, or 
Iatt$iii6 #as beat. The band then played a Bacrfed piece of mu- 
fk extrem^y solemn, which the stillnes of die evening addi^ 
licmany fjafv-oi&red. A signal Was given by the commanding 
^l^cer, when the whole became uncovered. A silence of a 
iAmitt took ph^x: it was a pause, so extremely still, as to cre- 
ate an ejtpecting awe in die spectator; and it was broken by 
Ae softest, and I may say the 'most angelic breadiings froiqi the 
dk>hd band, who^ accompanied by the music, sung a delightfid 
and simple hymn. During this, each soldier crossed himself 
with the utmost devotion; and the behaviour of the officers was 
not less devout. The scene was new to me, and differing 
widely from the closing of the day in a British camp. I must 
^knowledge I never witnessed a ceremony so impressive oil 
die feelings, nor an address to the Deity so awful and sub^ 
fine. As soon as the holy rite was finished, the men put on 
tbeir c!^, faced to the right, and were dismissed. 

We passed the remainder of the evening with the prince, 
who ga^e us a vei^y elegant sapper, and treated ns with a re^ 
^eet and attention which made a comparison the more eac*- 
tteme that I conld not help drawing: I mean the inrmense dis^ 
teite at which pefaonages of his rank hold ev€n ihe officers serv* 
ii% \mdet them. While we sat round the table, the subalterns 
and captains of his regiment stood at one end, and in that posi^ 
fiaa p«atd<yk xffiSkc repast. As it is the custom of die country, 
th^didbM appear humiliafted; bat enjoyed £heir share of tiie 
)aiiiB|r ihUkei nHth stffici^nt g'ffui and good humour. Regi* 
fertt$v lietle, dt not meis as we do in England; but every maa 
Mb his ttioriel A^lxt: and fr^uently it ia but a momel; as tbt 
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scantiness of their pay will not admit a very ample proviMoa 
I may dine pleasandy with individuals of these northern corps; 
but nowhere amongst (hem can we find gay, social dinners^ 
^uch as those I have enjoyed with you on the Bank*guard, or 
on that of St. James's. 

I think, in one of my former letters, I animadverted on the 
tightened garments of the Russian soldiers. But at this encamp- 
ment they seemed so much more excessive in their smallness, 
that I must needs reiterate my indignation against the abomi- 
nable mode. Their waists are so pinched by clothes and t 
leathern belt, that part of their inward man must be dislodged 
from his original quarters, and forced, either up into the higher 
chest or down into their hvier one. You will not find it difficult 
to understand what I mean by this appellation of die baser r&> 
pository of the human machinery! I took my hint from the fi^ 
sex, whom I have frequently heard dignify with the name of a 
pain in the chesty any complaint from the throat down to the 
knee; and as with us the shape, 

Small by de|^es, and beautifully leas. 
From the full bosom to the slender waist, 

is i^ntirely appropriated to the ladies, you must not be surprised 
that I should denominate things according to their vocabulaty, 
when I am writing of fashions which seem, by nature, attribu- * 
table to them only. Knowing the bravery of the Russian ofi- 
cers, it/rets me to see them case their manliness in such^maid- 
enly ligatures. Some carry it to such a pitch as to sport a waist 
of hardly more than a few inches in circumference* Indeed, so 
consequential do they think it, that when on my first arrival at 
St. Petersburgh I expressed my wonder at their unmartiil 
shapes, I was told an anecdote that explained to me how they 
were formed. 

Previous to the battle of Auscerlitz, when the army marched 
out to join the Austrians, a female having occasion for art to 
support mature, applied to one of the first boddice-makers ia 
the city for the requisite encirclements. But be frankly told 
her he couldr not obey her commands, having a large order 
then in hapdsi to feUow the army which had just passed the 
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froatiers. I wiQ not vouch for the veracity of this hhtoirt; but 
I scarcely doubt Jt, as it cannot be possible to bring any shape, • 
bad or good^ into the form here in fashion, without compresses 
as strong as those which used to be drawn on the ladies of old 
by the help of their staymaker's foot. 

On the sight oif a Ri;issian officer, what first strikes the eye of 
a stranger is his wasplike waist and enlarged thigh. Tht ' 
prdtd belt above, increases the swell of the limb, and the 
shortened coat displays the whole of its magnitude. Their high 
hats and feathers so overburden the slender adhesion of the 
ixidy to the hip, that you only wonder the inadequate support . 
does not break in twain. You may form some idea of the od- ' 
dity of their appearance: but when you add to this feminine part 
of their toilet, their fierce and military countenances, the con- 
trast is as strange as it is surprising. They allow their whis-^ 
kers to grow to such length as to meet along the edge of their 
diia: the effect is terrific, giving a wild ferocity to their aspects. ' 
This Mars^like beard, with the immense breadth of their chests, 
is well calculated for war; and were it not for the absurd dis- ' 
proportion in their middles, I should say that, in all points, I 
never saw a nobler body of officers as well as men. They are ^ 
sil as erect as an arrow, and carry themselves with the most 
ciact military attention. 

I hope I may one day see these fine fellows dressed to the 
idvantage of which their really excellentfigures are capable j as 
I uaderstand that the emperor, being informed of the inconve- ' 
menaes of the present mode, and of its injurious effects on the 
healdi, intends speedily to issue an order to change this part of 
their uniform; and so, both for grace and utility, once more 
set the body at liberty. 

Boots and loose pantaloons are in general use throughout 
the army. The climate forbids gaiters; and certainly in all cold • 
coumriee, the former are preferable. Every private soldier 
wears a sword; but for what reason I could not learn, as they 
are never taught the use of one. A musquet and a good bayo^. 
net are all the weapons a foot soldier should carry. On them 
he should depend. More divides ^is attention, and is very apt 
to make him negligent of the whole. 
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10 explaining maDjf obj^cte^ of 11^7 mUi^ry curioftitT* l^i^ 
tlie kimiaesA that I bave i^«eived from the most iHivstrioH9.««« 
8ident9 of this hospitable csipital, |s beyond i^y diaoka; but th^ 
used me ajier their own hoi^un qnddigmtt^ and sp geawoiit % 
coatcioiMtiesi must spe^k my 9ei!i9e of oblig^iMi. To th« 0>* 
v«nv)r'-geDevaM ampsmic^larty indebted £E>r s^ tho^sa^ i^^Imi. 
oC friendship: and one token of his esteem { flJiaU everp^ 
•dve as an expressive emblem of bis vatm aid cberj^tbMiff 
he^rt* r meai\ a MativsUe pelisse, with which hia. ^xoelkosj 
presented me the other day* That it was his gift, makes it es- 
timable to me: but. iodependept.of th^ ys^ue with wluch mf 
respect for bis worth would hs^ve stam.pt a, shouib of the coia^ 
mooes^ bear, had it come from him; this petisse is of the nffeajK 
and moat costly materials, being lined with the skios of uaffom 
kmba^ It is difficult to obuin them at any price, as. they are 
cut from the side of their heaying mother, just at the infiv^i^ 
{^ceding that which would have given them birth. There ia 
BomethijQig terribliy shocking to humanity i^ this relation; ^4il 
makes ox^ shudder tothink th^t n^iture do^ not groan U9<kr 
ni^o's ir,aiits,only, but under his luxi^ies too. 

The wool of these little victino^s is beautifully soft, and ift 
small silky curls of a silvery grey. The skins are broa^tfi^qpi 
Persia, Bucharia, and the Kalmuc territory. The vegelsUe 
lamb, which is said to grow between the Volga and^ the OoQi. 
has had the reputation of furnishing these furs (if so tender a 
material may be so called?) however, the imposition was aot 
Icmg believed; their less blameless origin Is now too wett 
known. From description, the plant called the vegetable-lamb 
(if any such there be!) has a coat resembling the woolinqnes* 
tio% and used to be prepared by the natives where it grew, 
into warm clothing for themselves. But even this account is 
now discredited; as of all the travellers into those countries, 
none remember havmg ever seen this strange plant, <x of 
knowing any one who had. 

The Tartars, who vend the skin of the real lamb, still per* 
list in declaring it to be a produce of the earth; but so rare, 
that they exact the most exhorbitant prices for a peliase. Aad^ 



dnt they make it rare, by very seldom applying the Cesarean 
operation to the innocent victims of their avarice, is a happy 
circomstance* By the story tlley invtntQi} to conceal their cru« 
el^, human nature has the comfort of' seeing that they are 
ashaflfted of it. Pevkaps it is politic too; for certainly, in wear- 
lag the slws, it would be more pleasant to think thai; they 
if^w plucked fvom an h«rb, than from tbj^ pantijog s^de Qf ^ 
p90i^ sacrificed animaL 

, Bosides th^se rarities from Persia, the. snost valuably furs o^ 
anore rediUnda^ growt)i come fropi Sliberia. SQd tl^e acyoin- ' 
ng provinces* The Mack fo3( and siiUes ^re \m. t^ hig^^t es- 
tssm; but aU are extremely esipeiisive, being used in every- 
iriiter dress of the rich. There are €fther fine furs from the 
KalmuQ- cGuntry«.. But for ^ ^ear, racQon, &c. whi^h arei.. 
brought in such quantities &omr A^fterica tQ England, you have 
tksm infinitely better in quality^ ^nd chei^er iit {M-ice, than we 
cm find those of th^ir hairy bre^bera i^ Russia. It is a very 
fgktaktu idea tbat these defences, from the cold are a^ rtjason* 
sMe m this epuntfy as they ^re nec/easary. A mail msiy expend 
a vet^ decent fortune i^on tbe wardrpbe^ o( bis wife and 
dftilghiefQ, hphfe he sees thenp properly be-fiirred tor the 
waiter. 

This is rather a mal^prqpos. subject ia the month of June! 
And for fear the doctrine of S3^mpatbies should be so strong 
widi yott as to throw your btood into a boil at the conitempk- ' 
tan of audk suffocating habiliments, I shall very wisely with- 
dmw, before you consign me and my furs to a still hotter 
ngbn! Adieu! Adieu! 
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LETTER XXV. 

IT is now deep midsummer! Mosco, deserted fay its m<Mft 
amiable inhabitants, has no charms for me. All ftre gone to their 
coimtry seats, there to court the breezes until the season of 
frost and gaiety recals them to this social scene. Wliat then 
have I to do in this place! You know I never was fond of the 
sentimental amusement of haunting places deserted by former 
joys. To me it is distracting; memory is too busy, regret too 
poignant, to allow youf friend to sigh romantically over die 
walks of Mosco. I must off. For to me it is now a tomb; nay 
emptier than a tomb, for both the soul and body of what I best 
love, have left it. But, if Heaven grants me life, next winter 
hither shall I return; and then my indulgent correspondent, ysii 
shall have a few more records of the happy, thrice happy days, 
I pass in this ever dear city. When I entered it, little was I 
aware of the sentiments with which I quit it: sentiments, which 
give me a joy in all around ; and kn interest in every thing which • 
belongs to the country that gave the object of them birth. 

To-Aiorrow I shall set out for St. Petersburgh, and in the 
course of a few days be so much the nearer you. That at least 
is fome comfort in passing from the region which cont;iins one 
dear Mend, that I am approaching the confines of another* Bat 
only approaching! Many a sun and moon must roll over my 
head before I shake hands with you in England. Yet wtiit 
writing thus, I almost feel myself close to you: and in our usuli 
manner of recounting the events of the day to each other, shall 
draw in my chair, and tell you how admirably my sagacity has 
blessed me with a companion for to-morrow's travel, or trawAU 
which you like; for, I am sure I shall have pains enough before 
I am delivered of my burthen. 

Mr. B-^ and I had settled to keep the road together; he in 
his carriage and I in mine. That he is not the object of my 
present lamentations you can easily believe. But my evil stais 
brought an addition to our party, who I am now going to in- 
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trodnoe to you, merely by character; for I would sooner con- 
denm mysdf to trudge with him from here to Jericho, than do 
audi an iqury to my friend as to present him in propria 
pffsena* 

• Thfc Marquis de -— is the gentleman* And die lesson I have 
lesmt from the method in which this, personage authorized 
Inaself to become one of our party wUl, during my cootinenod 
iMir and for ever after, teach^ me to be careful of suddenly say- 
ing yes; and of believing that all noblemen, are noble; and thift 
■Booth maimers do not often conccaL a very ruggod heart. In 
short, n^ noviceship was most egregiously taken in by thl^ 
tided Italian; and I fear from what I have seen, and more that 
I have heard, that I shall.have no trifling reasons to incre^si^ 
By repentance for my over hasty yecu My Marquis, heaven 
kaows! may be honest; but I am too feelingly convinced that 
ke is poor* And yet that is no crime, as I can bear witness, 
lAo an mjrself, perhaps not many whits more worthy in that 
TCspect; and assuredly much poorer in the knowledge of mak- 
kig my way through the world* . However the old 9d3ge a^pc* 
rientia Stc«^ will profit me a little* 

The mode in which I became encumbered with this genjtl«" 
man was. Inmost do Um the justice to say, as much ,pwing to 
my own foUy as to his wisdom. As soon as be delivered, his 
nirer tongued wish; had I taken a moment's thou^^ he might 
as easily have been civilly answered in the negative, as most 
itiq>idty greeted with an assent* But, as I said before, my evil 
star ruled: and having been hailed by an angel on my arrival 
it Mosco, it wa^ decreed as a small service to the city, that I 
ihonld take a devil out of, it. This said demon, who was fated 
to become my ftimiliar, I had met at dinner at the Prince V— -'s« 
He there learnt that I was shortly going lo St* Petsrsburgh, 
and had a vacant place in my carriage* Presuming on the po- 
polar notioB that every Eng^shman w1k> is seen in a fcM'eign 
country, must be rich and a iord^.hc surprifl<d.me pext morning 
widi a virit; and with many polite spec^ch^ conferred on me 
that bononrable title* I soon, undeceiyed him with regard .to 
my rig^t to the eoronet^ but wub the utmost of my eloquence, 
I couMrnot persuode him that n»y pur^ was aotas' full ns he 
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seemed>deteriniMdtothitikit« Hehftdtanrdkfd^appeavediB- 
ttdligeti^ ^lokfc Mverd languages, posseaaad aa exccHeittai* 
>dre$S) afid in Mb saay anfaantr requa^tvd the favour «f Vm^ 
, allowed to be my companion to St. Petersburgb, that I iatliat^ 
consented* In Hht iHt place> i was pkasad wkh4hi6 coateraa?* 
^ion^ as far as it weqti it was .agreeable to aae- to do a cmKtJr 
to any gentlcaiaA; and as he was a-nabkoMn, and talked eve* 
lessly of expetsses) i coddnot dottbt that he had safifiieai^a. 
"pay hb own* 

. But I was very greea^ my friend! and hati« to tiiank tkn Ar 
4)rin§ing ifiy ^ttperieftce to ao rapid a ripemogk A £bw mtim 
from my Msa-qais^ added to same iaiq[iiirieB I aaadc^ waat tM 
4ttehoWf»ei&ipitaCfe I bsdJbem: boWevfir ihfimnaimi^aau^Qb 
late; to retract was impossrUes I must take him* ia vata^ I 
•now see that his fund 0l iateUigetice is of aivaikr aafeehl walk 
that of the Sharper in the Vioar <sf Wakefield, tibOBcepMiOfonif 
43fthe to^ritf talked Moses Primrose out of his father's heiMb. 
My Marquis has laMsed me out erf horses^^and oarriage^aB^ 
patianee iasothe bargam^aad to-morrow, I must set him and aft 
his estates, viz. his uniform and decaratkMn! by my 4de for a 
long tite^d-tite of five or six days! I tonfess the Mookhead |tart 
I acted in the affair deserves the pisaidiakent: and .so being fs- 
•igned to suffer for any foUy,! shall bid you good 4ii|^ta pro* 
mising to Cnish my winter at ahe first haldqgtplace* 



^ Voskresensky, June 19th. Thursday night 

'WieU! 'Our disasters witih my amiable ootepaaao^ are beguas 
but how diey will end, I eanaot guess. Perhaps eonductvi 
back to the same prisoa we so lately ezfrioretl, ia a~ diffemit 
atyle from our hist Visit* indeed, my pobr intiA B * ^ ■ iwdl 
bave no'coHtiBmpnble choMe, by the vagadoes of our llard, of 
being marched f^fiR>gfiSdeiy, to aii&e akappy triuavrtaafte wilk 
the captiVf^Pdle. Bat y«u shaft fciiow all in oideir. 

Having- arranged every dmag thm aaDiiatiig %ir oar joiuiiey^ 
"tthd made an agl^bemant Wilk she isttoatcUd^fcrfaovtasIa 
Voskresensky, w^ Uraite prttpiaiteg fa «atar our cavriag^ whca 
the postiUioiis rdfisted to lolitih the rainsy H^mg the #Me dP 
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their frre had aot been paid. Knowing to the contrary, we in* 
Mted on their mounting; they were obstinate: and turning to 
tbe marquia ndio couM speak Russ, we requested him to ex- 
|IKS8 our remonstrances more plainly to the men than we had 
done. Bot applying at once to my ci-devant servant^s argument, 
k started forward, and made such active use of a huge stick 
open the backs of the poor devils, that he soon compelled them 
issed refuge on their boxes. 

Hsving brought them to their duty, we were just going to 
proceed, when a detention arose from his side. Though victor, 
ht had not escaped quite clear; his shoulder knot and coat flap 
were atearly torn off in die scufle, and hung dangling in a most 
piliBble plight* Undoubtedly his raiment was none of the 
■nrest; and in repairing the present fractures we perceived 
Attdiey had not been the first: our Hector had been in civil 
van befeie* Some way at other our servants got the gaping 
apntures stiched up; and at a little distance, I defy the best 
e^'to discover that his clothes look any tUng the worse. He 
tRated the accident with his usual nonckddance; ^^ it was a 
trifle, an oM coat!" True, for it was a uniform of the empe* 
rar Paul's; andconsequendycouldnotbevely juvenile. How* 
ever, all nsishapa being remedied, we act forwards at about 
dHM o'dock. 

We travelled very quiedy far twenty-ive versts, which 
brouglit us into the centre of a village, where the drivers stop* 
ped, we supposed merely to refresh the horses. But our 
heroes of the whip had been all this time chewing the cud of 
their flagellation; and seizing the moment lor revenge, they 
bqpn to take off die horses, declaring that they would not 
9tt a step fwther. We stopped this nmncmprej holding the 
sniaMds in the harness. This produced a violent altercationf 
omsdvea, and the vociferous marquis, all talking at once; the 
dnrcffs bawling their aocosations, reaolntion, and even threats; 
oar servants defending our cause with ^>art of the villagers 
who, inorased by the representations of the drivers, poured 
oa us the most abusive language; others, standing aghast, widi 
their hatdieis in their hands, as undecided how to act» In short, 
the distorbance was so great as to menace every thing tremen*- 

2F 
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dou8« ^ Let us send back to Moscp!" exclatmed L ^ Let ttt 
«end them to the devil!'' exclaimed a thondering voice; anddie 
marquis's cudgel was again raised: it was the opening of die 
temple of Janus; a general battle ensued. The acene was dread* 
fvi for a few minutes: but the club of oar'Hercidcs at lei^ 
proved a talisman; for after a few ineffectual stands, withbroksa 
heads and maimed limbs, they all fled before it, Bnd left us m 
quiet possession of our carriages and their cavidry* Mr. fi-««- 
took the place of his charioteer, and I took that of mine. The 
marquis placing himself in my vehicle, which was a barouche, 
assumed an attitude of most direful menace* He drew his 
sword, and waving and flourishing it in the air, in loud sad 
broken Russ, vowed the death and slaughter of all who shoidd 
attempt to impede our exit. Thus, driving our champion like 
the heroes of old, we set off full speed through the village, 
amid the scamperings of the poor peaceful inhabitants, and the 
astonished shouts of the rebellious drivers and the mass of 
boors whom they had drawn into their conspiracy^ 

The spot we now essayed to find was twenty*>eigfat versttoa- 
ward. Not one of us had ever been there,^ or knew any thing 
of its situation, only that it lay towards the nortlu Therefore^ 
on the wide road we sallied; like true knights errant, to take 
our chance for a good or evil termination to our adventure* 
The impression our titled companion made on me^ at the mo- 
ment of our triumphal departure, I shall never forget; and as 
it was thoroughly unique^ I cannot forbear presenting you with 
so singular a curiosity. 

Monsieur le marquis de -— ^ is sdx>ut forty-five; pale, dark, 
and lank visaged; his hair sable, somewhat grizzled; hb per- 
son gaunt, with an inequality in his right hip, which gives to 
his motion a rather grotesque combination of the. crab and a 
man. The Knight of La Mancha is exquisitely pourtrayed io 
his fece and figure; but diere the resemblance halta^ as he has 
not a thought in any degree comparative with the mental part 
of the Spanish hero. But for a spirit of inflicting buffets, and 
brandishing his death denouncing blade, you have already seen 
that our drivers did not fall ^ort, in blows, of any of the un- 
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iiortiiiiftteft who came under the flayiag steel of the renowned 
Don Quixote. 

Alter wandering about for a long time, driving hither and 
tUdier without a direction, at last (having gone more thap six 
or seven versts on a wrong track) we arrived at Voskresensl^y 
bte in the evening. Being lucky enough to find a civil host and 
comfartaUe house (a precibus sight in a Russian village!) ( 
iiave ventured to take this epistle from my letter-^case, without 
any fear of adding to its blots, the less agreeable ones of grease 
sad dirt. I am scribbling on a very clean table; and as I know 
not when I may be so well appointed again, I might be tempted 
to go on; but not being at all certain into what sea of troubles 
mat doughty pilot may yet steer us, I will not finish my letter 
till we come to the end of our journey* 

We came thus far out of the direct road to St. Petersburgh, 
to wit the celebrated monastery of the Resurrection, other* 
vise called the New Jerusalem, which was founded by Nichon 
the patriarch, and his residence for many years. We shall re* 
main at our kotel to-nig^t; and intending to set off to-morrow 
aiorning at six o'clock to view the temple, shall, now having 
bmught ourselves and sticks and staves to a good rest, wish 
yott the same, till I address you again from our next slewing 
^ace. 

Friday. £vemng^. Voskresensky. 
Being just returned from our pilgrimage to the Holy Land; 
before a storm which is now brewing, sweeps off the vividness 
of my impressions, according to my promise, I will transmit 
Aem to paper. 

' The monastery of the venerable patriarch externally resem- 
bies-*other great religious establishments of this country. Its 
vails are strongly castellated, guarded by high warlike towers 
and military bulwarks. It covers a vast extent of ground, in 
die centre of which stands the* grand and celebrated church 
cafled the New Jerusalem, built by Nichon in imitation of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Palestine: so determined was he to be exact 
to his model, that he sent an Italian architect to Jerusalem to 
bring away a plan of the sepulchre in all its parts. 
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Dnrtfig Mt walk arooiid the wills, we forcontoly eneoui- 
tered the archimandrite (or abbot) who accosted us widrfN^ 
Kteness; and afterwards showed us an attention that was qmte 
unexampled* We should have diougbt a man of his ecdesiaMk 
cal dignity sufficiently condescending, had he sent one of die 
ihionks to ushei* us over the edifice; but he, in the most gracieas 
manner, took the task on himself; and conducted us Uiroogli- 
out the whole of the monastery, not omttting the amallest fioiat 
which contained any object of interest. 

In the great building are more than forty idiapela, conaecratad 
to the apostles, John the Baptist, saints, patriarchs, and other 
pious persons who were venerated in the original ciitirch of dn 
Sepulchre. To these are added oratories dedicated to the Oh 
nonized of Russia, St. Alexander Nefsky, &c. As the convat 
bears the appellation of New Jerusalem, the villages, kills, and 
Country around, have likewise assumed the namea of Paksdne. 
Here I saw the mounts Carmel and Tabor, the aea of Galflae, 
the Jordan, the village Emaus, 8cc. 8tc* 

Our pious conductor, who pointed out these scenes with rs* 
tigious awe, was about thirty-two or three. His remarks shewed 
him to be a man of extensive knowledge. Indeed, when he 
mentioned the school in which he had been, a place so woD 
adapted for the planting and cultivation of all that improves 
the heart and mind, I no looger was surprised at his courtesy 
and accomplishments: he had passed several years in the 
Troitza with the learned and saintlike Platon* As we con- 
versed, I found him intimately acquainted with the religioos 
literature of the passed centuries, as well as thoroughly maslier 
of the classics, and of every species of reading that can en* 
lighten and adorn the understanding. He was also well read 
in our English writers; and spoke with particular prabe of 
Sherlock and Porteus, of Dr. Young and Cowpen 

He led us into a spacious tower that overlooked one of die 
rivers, the banks of which ^ere richly shaded with trees. 
** This,*' said he, ^ is the house of David, whence he behrid 
die beautiful Bathsheba bathing: and those are the gardens of 
Uriah.'' 
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XUs WIS rather an odd point in the good inooaKch's hittoiy 
tenoafca to celebrate. Yet I do not think it amiss: for, as tba 
New Teatsmeitt holds up an example of sinless perfection; m 
dM CHd, we have one dtat transgressed, and yet was approved 
e( Hea:?en» Not that we are to copy the sin as we ought the 
mtoe; but by considering the character of David, we may be 
cuedof despair and vice at the same moment* The king of 
innel is declared to be a man q/ier GoiPs arum heart: not when 
he was in his sins; fiot when he took Bathsheba to his arms 
and slew her husband: hut when he acknowledged the justice 
sf Nathan's sentence, and humbled himself with remorse in 
dnat and ashes. I have often wondered at hearing people of 
asy reflection find fault with the holy epithets which the in- 
ipissd writings give to David; and always bring up these two 
Cf oits of his life in support of their argument* Ail seem to re- 
aonber that he «nned, but none that he repented; and it was 
Usxepentanoe that gained him the title of the servant of the 
Urd. The scripture account of this monarch, instead of being 
cenrideied with captious remark, is, next to the gospel, the 
nsst gracious history that ever was revealed to man; for it 
dfidares, that though the sins of a man be red as scarlet, by re- 
pentance they shall be washed white as snow: and thus, this 
promised mercy of God is made evident by the example of Da-* 
fid*- Having so lately been in the company of the saintly abbot, 
fOtt will not be surprised that I have caught a little of the spirit 
of sermonising. But in truth, when the stumblinghlock attached 
tothe character of the ^^sweet songster of Israel" fell in mypath, 
I could not, with a safe conscience, pass by, without putting 
feith my feeUe hand to take it out of the way. 

The monks of this foundation are thirty-two. All habited in 
black stuff, formed like the robes of the secular priests. They 
wear on their heads a sort of bonnet covered with a capuchin 
idling down their backs and terminating in two points. The / 
s»diimandrite was clad in silk, with the badge of some sacred 
Older suspended from his, neck. Su Basil, as usual in this 
coQBtiy, ndes these dedicated people. 

We were next conducted into a library of some extent. But 
what would have been its principal treasure, the curious and 
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valuable mamucripte collected by Nichon during his aupre* 
anacy, are now, I believe, in the emperor's posaeMtoii* Noae 
are here. Two relics were shown to us; one, a history of the 
world written in the patriarch's own hand, and the odi«r4 
cq>y of the sacred scriptures with his revisions and remarks. 
We saw several large portraits of this extraordinarjy man: bm 
from the style, I doubt their being likeoessea. Our hoApilsUe 
conductor now led us into his own apartments, where we took 
refreshments of coffee, &c. before he attended us to the inl^iiHr 
and environs of the building. 

We passed out at a little gothic gate, and shaped our cmine 
along the foot of the embattled walls, and throi;^ a xomsntift 
wood, gradually descending the hill on which the New Jtiv 
aalem towered above us. We soon found ourselves on an 
extensive plain beautifidly enriched with trees, had watenA 
by the Jordan and Euphrates. To be sure the latter riter 
has made rather a jump from the plains of Babylon to mset 
the Judean flood under the wails of this monastery. But if its 
patriarch could bring the Jordan from its native springs lo 
£m-, it required very litde more stretch of power to transport 
the Euphrates also; and he was very right to fulfil all his 
wishes while he was about it. Here then flowed the two fih 
mous rivers of Palestine and Assyria; and though in miaia- 
ture, the effect was fine and solemn. The convent rose majes- 
tically amidst the thick umbrage of the wood; and its golden 
domes and high minarets shone in religious magnificence from 
that commanding spot. My sketch will give you a slight idea 
of its bold and interesting situation: and for your ^ake, as well 
as my own, I cannot but lament that I have not the pencil of a 
Loutherbourgh or a Wilson, more sublimely to pourtray the 
grand objects of ;this country. 

After dwelling for some time on its extent and grandeor, 
and on the associating ideas which ought to present them- 
selves on this consecrated place; our pious abbot conducted 
us thrbugh another avenue in the wood to a litde white build- 
ing embosomed amid drooping larches; trees whose heads 
towered far above the minarets of the Hermitage: for so this 
retreat was named. In this secluded qwt did the austere 
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Nichta tpeRd most of the days in twentjr yean: not days c^* 
gpratness and of splendor; they, like Wdsey's, had passed 
•way: but days of silence, solitude, and voluntaty punishment. 
Here he led a life of pains and fatigues, inflicting on himself 
the severest penalties for the offences of the past. When we 
recal this man's capacious mind, with the magnitude of hts 
piaas, and the strength of his understanding, we are struck 
with wonder that all this reason should become the slave of 
saperstition. Is it possible that he who copied out the scrip- 
lures with his own hand, and commented on their contents, 
eaiiU see any utHity to the soul in whips and scourges? But 
10 the fact was. And I saw one instance, that proved he did 
aot inflict this penitential chastisement with a sparing hand. 
It was an immense iron chain, of a weight so enormous as is 
ksrdly crcdk>le; to which was suspended a huge cross of the 
tame ponderous metal. This terrible load he always wore 
daring his fasu and humiliations, hanging from his neck. His 
bed consisted of a single stone, with one of a smaller size for 
a piUow: both were fixed in a low and confined cell. In the 
Hermitage are two small chapels. The staircase leading to 
them is spiral, and so narrow, that with difiiculty one person 
can squeeze up at a time. 

Our friend the abbot told us that the patriarch did not 
always dwell here; but at the short intervals between the long 
fasts and other penitential periods, resided in the monastery. 
On the commencement of the fasts he returned hither again; 
and they saw no more of him till the time expired; and then he 
itappeared; exhausted and worn with watching and penance, 
but uttering no uneasiness for aught but, what he termed, his 
ioexpiable offences* Can we imagine a more pitiable state of 
mind? 

Immediately after Nichon's abdication of his rank of father 
of the Russian church, in 1658, he retired to this his favourite 
{dace of New Jerusalem. He remained here until the machi* 
nations of his enemies caused him to be removed to the con- 
vent of Therapont, in the cells of which he suffered the most 
rigorous treatment. However, with the death of the tzar 
Alexey Michaelovitch ceased his imprisonment; and he gained 
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At imperial peniin»io& to paw the rest o€ -hia daf s in ikm 
hermitage. Unfortutiatdy he never had the comfixt of seeiag 
ao dear a apot again, which, dicNigh watered by kia teara, ma 
yet die plaee he had consecrated to the Oeitf , aad where k 
found cofisolation in pouring out hia aoid in penttenee aMl 
prayer. He died on the road in the year 1664. Bat hiBreouNBi 
were brought to the monastery, and buried with due aokaiailjr 
m one of the chapels of the great church. Hia tomb is eovnad 
wiA daA velvet; and over it hangs the chain and croas i haai 
^already described. A very fit emblem of the more ihm baadi 
hia mistaken judgment had had upon hia reaaon and Ua life. 

Having performed the whole of our pilgrimage, and evca 
ended it at the shrine of the patriarch, we bid a grateful adieu 
to die archimandrite our attentive conductor; and returned to 
our village, proposing immediately to preasfonraidtovanb 
St« Petersbitrgh. 



Monday, June 23(1. 

We proposed^ my good friend; but alas! during the visit to 
New Jerusalem, our characters had travelled after us from the 
last stage; and not a man nor a horse was allowed to approach 
our carriages. Boors had arrived, who gave such a terrific ac- 
count of our behaviour, positively affirming that the postillioiM 
were dead of the wounds we had inflicted on them; and th|t 
others of the broken headed villagers were in an expiring; 
state. In short the story spread so widely, and was believed 
so currendy, that all Voskresenaky threatened to rise at once 
and rid the world of such tyrants. Indeed the business became 
so serious immediately after I last closed this paper, and find- 
ing it impossible to appease the clamour, or secure ourselves 
any other way, we literally fortified our abode; and placed 
regular watches for four days and nights, until a courier could 
return, who, on this danger, we had sent express to the gover- 
nor-general at Mosco for redress. 

After a most inconvenient suspense of another twenty-four 
hours, our messenger arrived with credentials, investing us 
with full authority to command all we required; and what wa? 
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mAt ktttagiMaUepttrtof liis emhaaay^ he broiigfafakmg 
vkb him the vtty drivers whom report had murdered^ His 
wudkmfty had given orders that he should take them up ia 
kis wi^: and after having seen them receive an additional 
diaciplbing from the police, for their bebaviourf they were 
SMde to declare their penitent at o«^ feet. 

Tlie sight c£ the govemorV order, and the app^arattce of 
Ae postilliops, immediately quieted the villagersi and mount- 
iai our carriages, we left Voskresensky, drawn by the very 
kfses with whieh we had entered, and driven by our late 
I chaiioteerB, now all attenti<m and obsequiousness* 



Bafouchey Tuelday^ &c« &t:« 
; to make up for lost time, we soon got into the 
Ugb road, and bowled along as swiftly as if we had had Pe- 
gasus himself yoked to our can I travelled this very road but 
s few months ago. In vain I now look round to recognise any 
object of my former observauons: it seems totidly a new scene. 
When I last beheld it, it was covered with snow; now, all is* 
one wide stretch of green landscape. The one showed Winter 
is hb direst reign; the other Summer, though I am sorry toF 
tsy, not in her sweetest charms. All is flat and uninteresting# 
The villages boast no little spots cultivated with Swiss beauty 
md comfort. No tree, or creeping tendril grows near the 
doors and windows of these habitations. ,The russet cottages 
of England, overgrown with the blushing rose and fragrant 
iKMiey»suckle; their pretty gardens, and domesticaited animals^- 
dl are wanting here. The absence of the snow, and the un- 
veiling of the grass, seem the only marks that winter has 
disappeared: at least the only pleasing assurance, for as to* 
disagreeable proofs, in the forms of heat and dust, we have- 
enough of them. A burning sun continually over our heads, 
scorching our very souls; and the dust, by way of soothing our 
pride, while it torments our skin, eyes, and lungs, makes us, 
like so many Eneases, always move in a cloud! 

The natives are no less sensible of the heat than we English- 
aien. They change the fashion and this substanca t>f theix 

2G 
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liress with die aeasoa: tnd as I hmre di««ify 
winter coBtume, I shad now gire y6u a sketch of th^r sms^ 
mer attire* The men go with naked feet, sddom doxy conreiiof 
on their head, atid literalljr wear nothing more tiuut a shirt and 
trowsers of striped linen. The shirt is closed at iha nech in a 
peculiar manner, with a round imckle precisely like the cbaip- 
used by the ancients* These people are partlcAdartyfondof 
children; a proof, I think, of the natural gotsdoesa of their 
hearts. You wW more freqaemly see the men^ when rtumiig 
from toil, taking their infants in their arms and caressing cfasai, 
than seeking the company of dieir wives. The women duriag 
the warm season, wear a Uue and yellow dress of dyed linen, 
closed down the front with buttons, and fastened on the shoul- 
ders with' clasps. It is called a serrafan. Their heads pe 
usually bound widi handkerchiefs of vsuious colors; and when 
more ga^, a bandeau of gold lace and beads eneircks their 
ibreheads. The hair is brought to knot on the top of die hssrf> 
and its back part is ornamented with a ftmcifid sort of net- , 
work, tassels and fringe of bugles, g^aas beads and di&nmc 
colored silks or worsted, resembling the decoration whidi the 
American chiefs wear in die place of a Highland Scot's pUh 
laifg'. I inclose you drawings of these lighdy ^attired aieke 
and females. 

But while I am on the subject, I cannot omit mentioning s 
struige custom which they have amongst them; one very ft* 
pugnant to nature, and to British feelings even diockmg to 
think on. Fathers marry their sons to some;blooBiing girl in 
the village at a very early age, and then send the young men 
either to M osco or St. Petersburgh to seek omployment, leav* 
ing their brides a few days after their marriage to the care of 
dieir parents. At die expiration of some years, wh«i the son 
returns to his cottage, he finds himself the nominal £fethcr of 
several children, the oi&pring of his ovm parent! who had 
deemed it his duty thas to. supply the place of a husboidin 
the young wife. This is done all over Russia, and is never 
considered a hardship by the parties. Indeed so fur iron it^ 
the fashion continues; and when the son becomes a resident ia 
his native viUage,- if lie luive a numerous s^o$k thu> raised Ci 
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Urn, ht flwuriM Ainu dC; ainds diem » packuigi and tben 
enjoys Imitcif, like a Turk in hia aerag^y amongst their 



Whether this horrid, unmitimil, aiid immoral cuajtom aroaf 
frmn ady pc^cf m Ae noUea^ who ^migbt iaaue aa order to 
llifa efiect, to ofMiipeniale to theotiaelvea for perhaps somt 
ipeat moiodi^ amongst their yotmg aerfa in the case of long 
and deatfuotive wars^ I cannot tdl; but I think it vqry likely^ 
aan^p repa aa ity in natm« oonld ever dictate ao ahominabk f^ 
pervernon of nature. As it is die iotereat of the. owner of 
davea u> increnae their popnfauion, it ia idao to his advant^ 
to allow of die emigration of the young men to the cities at 
miieh aa possible; for, as he receives an amlual pecuniary .ac-^ 
knowkdgmeat from aU who leave hia village to pursue dieir 
own plana, in piroportiott as they amaaa money, be ms^ rainb 
ikt rent they pay bim for themaelves; mid so improve hia 
f«#entie by their fortune* On these grounclst I suppose the 
horrid praettce I have juat mentioned^ is permitted to pass ua- * 
eeasiir«d. The noUaman finds hia lands atocked with a grow- 
jng generation of slaves, and he cares not by what means they 
were planted* This absorbing paaaion of self*intereat, ham 
iaes it possess the whole world ;«-4iow does it even alloy 
natures which otherwise might not be far from heaven! There 
eiista an old kw, hafvpily now absolete, which empowered the 
fmprivtor of a riave, not only to receive hia yearly rent, but 
on any pretence, to aeixe the harvest of hia industry* Such ia 
ant tolaraaad now: on the reverse, a part of the< luM^ earned 
ridiea of the serf is appropriated to purchase his freedom* 
Mnay ol these iadnatrious vassals are possessed of wealth to 
tkt amoont of ao,000/^, and acnnetimes more* 
• The eomitry, fat the greater part of the wayt now became 
veiy woody; and after traveHmgxnrer the £rst hundred versta 
tfom Mosco, like passing through the first village, the fac- 
iindk of aM the rest, die monotony was so unbroken that I 
aiig^ aaiety hare slept the remainder of ray journey without 
«M6ng any very interesting view. Near Valdaia the ground 
cmtaunly rises a Htde, gives you a few unduktioM which, like 
t flstttaring ripple on the aen, aei^ma topsomisfii something 
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9Mmger, bat amootht agsin. All AeTarieties W9^oi6C» iMe 
here and there a marsh in which a hnge piece of granite reaiv 
ed its head, and a few pasting groaps of natives driving their 
merchancUxe to dutast markets. 

Amragst onr scanty compkm^t of eatestaimneiil (tar ««r 
tided companion having gained his point, and pcnrimpsvekp 
hausted his powers in the last af&ay, very sagaciousljr'SQBilbt 
to ret^nish them with the sweet interchmge of ibod aai ' 
sleep), the canal and falls of Borovitsky struck across our ta^ •* 
collection. B and I being pretty , well wearied .of our dal 
drive, determined to visit them, and ordered the postittiooftas* 
cbrdingly* 

At Vislina Valochock the canal is first descried, laden wiih • 
vessels full of productions from the interior; human todttstiy 
having here united die river Twertza with the Meutaa; eoii» 
necting, by an inland navigation, the Caspian with the Bakk 
Sea. We inquired whether there wese any barks coUeded^al 
the falls, in one of which we might descend; and beiag an* 
swered in the affirmative, we hired horses to take us to these 
torrents, and afterwards bring us round to the great. rosd at 
Valdaia. The circuit we made by this detour^ m^ht be about 
a hundred and seventy versts. On reaching Speckinskoy, ths • 
prestan (or port), we despatched our vehicles to Borovitsky* 

We found numbers of craft on the eve of goiogdown, and 
placing ourselves in one of them, soon entered on .the descealr' 
which was by no means tremendous, although the rapidi^ ^ 
the motion was surprising* This torrent is a long incUning 
surface of water of about thirty versts: and to give you an idea • < 
of the volo^ity with which the barks moved, we went twenfjf^ 
five versts in three quarters of an hour. The moat abrmiag ^ 
circumstance in the esqplo^t, is to sep the consiaot dumgas die . - 
vessels make in their shapes from the violence of the watai4« 
They bend like paper, and are so admirably constructed, as 
to take the undulating form of the ritiiig wave* Were they ^> 
firmer texture they muirt inevitably be dashed to pieoes* Aa 
it is, they bound like a feather on the water, and are cam^ 
by its impetuosity safely to die bottom of the fall* With all 
diis, it requires some nerve to make the excursion; yet fay i^ 
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mnt to matA aa to Ae^ Loaim bridge btfere an ebb 

, AtmmcLthis {dace the cbtmifry asaumea a iikh« interestfog 
•iri aad iadepettdeat of the canal, veiy well rcptad tis fyt the 
nreep w« Imd taken to approach it* The remamder of the 
hMl from BoroTkaky to Vsddaiai is b^ ao meaiiB uopictu^i 
te^^aey^nd yradudy becoioea more ao as we advance to the 
VaidaiaUlk «id lake. The banks of this piece of water are 
imiaestioDabfy beaniaiul} and the centre ia not lass charming, 
bebig aiagiiificefitly adorned wkh a fine iaUmd eoiitaining a 
i&ooaaterjr* 

As we drove along, peeping into every copse, dingle, and 
iBcy green of die glowing landscape, I was much pleased with 
tho^unflsona bands of Ukrane peastots and their droves, as 
dMf csoaaed our path. At night dieir appearance was still more 
pktaresxiiie. Formed into little circlea, in various attitudes, 
anmid a rtotic fiie which they had lighted on the earth, they 
vouU sit and sing, vdiile their cattle grazed nnongst the her* 
iaife of ^ trees. There was something very cheerful in these 
mi^ight groups; and we were not sorry to find, tiiat as they 
woetraveBing to St. Petersburgh, we should have tins moving 
Keaary the whole way. 

Aaatber apeeica of itinerant ptctureaque, but in stnaller herds, 
oceoffed* Th^ are called Gypsies with you, but here, and 
paeiaBy over the continent, they are known by die appellation 
of fiohemiaiis. The wives of this strange race, whose origin 
ii t»attcertan», are celebrated fior their extraordiiuuy mode of 
facii^ aad singing* Many litde cok»iies>of them are estab- 
fished near Moaco, whence they occasionally visit the city, and 
srejUred by the noUli^ toadd to the amusements of the even- 
ing* ft Isipleasang to observe the comfort, ease, and regularity 
^itk which they transport themselves from place ^o place. 
Tbey have exeeUent tenta to pitch at the time of rest, and the 
cniittes in which the camp furniture is conveyed, form good 
bedi» We passed many of their canvass villages, the disposition 
of which was .wild and Arabic to the moat romantic degree; 
^the mhabitants, emploj^ in sundry domestic and culinary 
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isoiicems, presented die ifiostidtervatitig^ scene*, eMtr htttm 
pencil or the heart* » • 

The children who ran by the ^de of onr carriage, wereex- 
tremel}' beautiful, as the eastern charactet was inely markiid 
In their countenance, besides their copper complexidfis, nf«H 
hair, and large l^ack eyes. Beatds and mnstaehlos inereaMd 
the ferocious looks of the men, as weH as did the wide eirfM 
and Asiatic cap. But ther^ was majesty blended with Ail 
fierceness; a something that strongly declared their coAScilKnb 
ness of independence: and, when you viewed their sfrengfth, 
their air, and the fearless penetration of their glances; and nrifM 
with these, their probable wants, the result produced sensdilmis 
not very favourable to the idea of falling in with tltem inihe 
depth of night. However, I believe Aat any alarm of the sort 
Would be groundless; as I understand their depre<hRions sei* 
dom extend beyond a stray lambfrom the iarmer^s lock, aodt 
few poultry; or any other thing calculated 10 supply Aeir !»» 
certain meals. The women devote their wits to reading die 
hands of the vHlage lasses, and gather a copeek or two as Aeir 
reward. 

There is something very pxtraordinary in these WMldeftlif 
people; and an obscurity envelopes their otigtn that appism 
almost imp6ssihle to penetrate. That they are cdled Gypsies, 
we are told in England, arises from a tradition of their spriag!' 
ing from Eg>'pt. How then do they derive the name of Bohe« 
mians; which it seems they bear over almost all the eomiaedll 
They show no resemblance to the present natives of AsAieiiita: 
neither are their features in the least like those of die rfld 
Egyptians. Will you allow me to form a conjecture respecdii| 
them? And when delivered, if you think my antiquarhnistt 
as bad as M artinus Scriblerus*s blue rusted riiield, laugh wA 
welcome; I am ready enough to surrender my doctor's cap, vsi 
join most heartily in J'our mirth* 

That they eame originally from the East, I do not dorfK} 
their complexion, dancing girls, customs, and Bedouin way of 
life, afirm the same. Their wide dispersion, throughout tlia 
whole of the known world, declares them to have been • p^*' 
secuted people. There .are none whom they reseipbk m this 
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IHHtiQfliea but the Jews: and it is froa the Jewa th^t I date 
Aem* Now do not make an outcry at this, but hear me to the 
ftdi mi you ahall «ee haw I will prove it anon. Memoryf 
Ifanary! She ia.aptto play me many a jiule's tricky and now 

' ihadureitfiena to throw me again! But I have somewhere read 
^ tUA it. was in a large work, of several folio volumes cm th» 
4iiipnnt religtons) of a great dispersion of the Jews which tooL 
fhee imanediately on the sacking of the Holy City by the Ro^* 
IMBS. Pact fled into £gypt; artd from thence as they increased 
ia pppatorion^ subdivided again, and wandered into other 
mwrtritsj living separate from the peq|>le of the nations they 
▼wttdy but subsisting by an affected power of foretelling future 
efV9ts. 

Doss not this description tally with the present vocation of 
ill Offiimi Do not the symmetry of features, haur, complex-* 
nSfSad eyas, of these itinerant tribes, all agree with the peculiar 
ny t t i of die sons of Israel? And beyond these evidences, if 
^ require internal as well as external; is not the obstinacy 
aitb which they adhere to their own customs, and keep them^ 

. fctfes distinet from the governments of the countries in which 
tb^sl^fa, the veiy spirit of the Jews? The Jews are asepavate 
pispkin every nation: and who at all resemble them in this 
mptct but die Gypsies? I therefore consider them as one and 
iki same race originally* But since their emigrating from 
Sgfiit, their first place of refuge (whence foreign nations gave 
t t iadit name of Egyptians, or Gypsies), it is likely to suppose 
thai sway persons whom desperate fartunea or persecution 
Higlit nske homeless, would attach themselves to these free 
i «>|U hauaelesB tribes. Hence would gradualtyaapiae that im- 
pmmumi in their posterity which now renders them in stature 
iMd oqwesston a finer people than the modem Jews. Length 
tf titte^ and wide dispersion, with their unsettled mode of life» 
I17 degrees taking from them aU exercise of the rites of their 
nigisni we oan easily comprehend how, in the progress of a 
fiw csMuries, the marking poiou should be forgotten hy tham^ 
■d that they should feel no repugnance to manying with the 
twngtas who joinad their bands; or to admit adventurers of 
litpersuaqioDs into their fraternity. 
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From a reason of this ktiid> I acamnt tar their coniiuBtdi 
name of Bohemians. During the terrible pexseeution of the 
efaristians in the tenth centurv, imd«r Boleslaus the Cniel, wl» 
czpeUed them Bohemia, many were driven from their native 
homes to perish amid the trackless forests of Poland, Germanjr, 
and Russia* Travellers could nowhere go without meoting 
hordes of these unlyippy people, sitting by the road sides, and 
feedii^ themselves and children on the wild pulse. Somtftimes 
they moved in larger bodies, and sometimes in less; evttjr- 
where overspreading the countries in such multitudes, as to 
eause every itinerant group that appeared to be supposed 
Bdiemian. Hence the fewer tribes of Gypsies were coDfouad* 
ed in the general swarm, and called Bohemians* 

In a succeeding and more happy period the greater number 
of the persecuted christians were recalled to their countiy by 
the pious successor of the tyrant of Bohemia: but some of tkem, 
preferring even a necessitous liberty to a chance of simihr 
suffering, most likely would join themselves with the GypsieSi 
now called by their appellation; and so, though independent of 
dieir country^ these adventurers found themselves achnov- 
ledged as Bdiemians sdlh Less innocent associates, outlaws 
from their nations, mig^t insinuate themselves amongst tb 
hordes; perverting the original blamelessness of the poor 
wandering Israelites, and so initiating them into the severd 
accomplishments of cheating, stealing, &e» 

So fkr my hypothesis regarding the Gypsies: and for fear 
you should be more wearied than edified by my researches ai- 
ter their pedigree, I shall make some little compensatioQ bf 
sending a pcMtrait of one of the fair belonging to this browa 
people* The face is an exact copy from^ a very handsome 
pro^etesa of their tribe, who stood by the carriage aide* The 
dress, which is just as she wore it, will strike you with its re* 
semblance to the drapery of a Roman toga. 

I have learned to write in my barouche. So you will not be 
surprised to find me exclaim, St* Petersburgh is in sig^t! In a 
few hours, I shall be relieved from my nobk companion; and 
this, almost measureless epistle, dxall be despatched to you b^ 
your very faithful friend* 
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LETTfeR XXVL 

^ St. P)Blef9b«rgli, Juljr, ISOfiu 
OWmy wrivrf in: St. Petcrsborgh I found t)ur ambassador, 
lord G. L. Gower, preparing for his departure. He soon after 
Imde Russia adieu, leaving his secretary of legation, Mr. 
Stoart, as acting minister until die coming out of his successor. 
During this interval, the expiration of the treaty of commerce 
approached; and the renewal of it will remain to be obtained 
by the expected representative of his Britannic Majesty. At 
present tkcr Russian government are silent on the subject; but 
doubts are entertained of its being granted, or if granted^ 
with vtry circumscribed privileges. 

I foupd Ae city, on this my second entrance, rather to lose in 
eomparison with the brilliant and festive Mosco. The summer 
had robbed it also of its principal inhabitants. However, what 
fHtnds I met, yet lingering amidst its sultry streets, received 
fUe with their usual cordial welcome. Several, who were de- 
tained in their residence by different interests, regretted the 
present dulness even more than I; but^ as a kind of fairy 
'ftvour, the name-day of the empress dowager came its annual 
iDund, and promised us some gay hours in those dedicated td 
its celebration. I think I mentioned before that the day of the 
ssdnt who bears the same name with individuals of the Greek 
diurch, is always greeted by the person so christened, with en- 
'tertainments suited to their rank. 

'' The palace of Peterhbff and its gardens were to be the scene 
rfthe empress's fHe* Vast crowds flocked towards the capi- 
td to witness the ceremony; and many thousands of aU de- 
^ptions assembled in the gardens. The common people, by a 
gracious condescension of the imperial family, are admitted to 
« tettain length, to share in aU the grand festtvittes. And while 
* th<e multitude thus roamed about, enjoying,- in their minds, a 
paradise on earth, the court remained in the palace, amusing 
themselves irbm the windows with the passing groups. Every 
thing around spoke the magnificence of the band that designed 

2H 
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the whole. Nothing could surpass the iBumiiialaoiis* Wdb of 
not less than five or six miles, in various directions, bordered 
by fine trees, and carpeted with flowers of every hue-and fn^ 
grance, were fantastically and brilliantly hung with miUions of 
lamps. Temples blazing in light, as if constructed of myriads 
of precious stones, rubies, sapphires^ topazes, and ememids, 
darted their prismatic beams from a hundred openings in the 
shade. 

Fountains, not to be equalled but at Versailles, played in 
every part of the gardens; throwing up their waters to an 
amazing height, and receiving them again, in basons of .wlute 
marble decorated with gilded statues of the gods and water 
nymphs^ whose bodies glittered through this shower of Ming 
diamonds, like- the lustrous forms of Amphitrite and hertnia, 
so beautifully described by our favourite Fenelon. In fraiit of 
the palace a rapid torrent rolled down a flight of high gramte 
steps. Having rows of' lamps placed at the base of each, the 
rushing stream sparkled as it fled over the radiant pUdbrn; 
producing an admirable and marvellous effect, from the tre* 
mulous velocity of the water. In short, it appeared a watk ii 
enchantment; being more like a cataract of the brightest flame, 
than a fall of the colder element. 

Light xas here lavished; above, around, below, all was one 
continued blaze: for the nun^erous lakes in the grounds, re- 
flecting the constellation of lamps, so bewildered the sight, dist 
every step towards their margin seemed to announce a bunung 
abyss, and threaten a rather Tartarean bath in the doubled 
fires. As water nymphs were placed in the fountain^, I think a 
Pluto carr}dng ofl* the lovely Proserpine through these gbwing 
waves, would have added no inconsiderable interest to the 
.scene. There were many bearded Russians present, who might 
have stood very aptly for gloomy DU; but far xhc/airjl^tveri^ 
gathered^ he must have looked for it across the threshold ckf 
the palace, as, I repeat, the merchant dames have no preten- 
sions to any of that beauty which charmed the royal ravisher 
of Enna. 

From the day having been previously rainy, and contiouiflg 
cloudy, the night was extremely dark, which j^ns^inst^^ 
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tebgan incoavemence, gave more effect to the splendor of the 
scene; producmg, to people who viewed it from a distance, the 
appearance of the conflagration of a great city. We had also 
a piospect from the palace, not less magnificent: the ships of 
war on the golf bemg illuminated from the masthead to every 
part of the rig^g, their shapes thus brilliantly defined were 
dkdncdy seen, when opposed to the black waters on which 
Aey rode. 

The imperial mansion, as usual on these occasions, con** 
Inned the court, and the party honoured with an invitation* 
The whole of the family was present. And jewels, splendid 
dressy, ribbons, stars, crosses, the orders of all nations, with 
die delicacy and graces of the ladies, formed a curious contrast 
Isihe shaggy traffickers and their waxen wives. The young 
empress looked like a divinity; and being in a state of ma" 
krmil Bclidtude^ an additional tender charm was given to her 
ippeasance. The august lady of the day moved about with 
the mkn and benignity of a Minerva; and, by her smiles, dis- 
pensed a cheerfulness which awaked pleasure, while it chas- 
tised all ruder mirth. 

Daring this charming evening, while every pleasing circum- 
staace recalled to me dearer hours passed in Mosco at the like 
festivities, my eye was suddenly arrested by one, whom, to 
have seen once, it was impossible not to recognise amongst a 
tbomand; and as I had seen him often, and not only admired 
Um as a hero, but had experienced sufficient of his amiable- 
aess to revere him as a man, I sprung forward with joy , to 
greet the jnrince Bagration. Mosco had introduced me to him. 
Every heartfelt recollection which that place suggested, was, 
no doubt, painted in my face, and distinctly spoke the delight 
of this rencontre; for he returned the grasp of my hand with the 
■lost gracious warmth: and for awhile, during the short con- 
▼erBatiott- which the admiring throng around him would allow 
lie to enjoy, I believed myself once more in the aticient capital, 
sanrounded by. aU my wishes. So strong is the power of asso- 
ciadon! At eleven o'clock the court supper was spread: and 
hefore two o'clock most of the visitors retired. 

I took up my rest on the Peterhoff road, at the house of a 
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Bfitmh raerchmt^ who had kindly iavited me, dicse to^fbrgct 
the gartab splendors of the night in a downbed^and achanber 
of true English comfort* Indeed, were I to particularize by 
jiame, each indtviduid of our countrymen settkd here, who hM 
showed me attention, I should give a list of them all; so warmly 
hospitaUo, so universally friendly have they been* I am hardly 
less indebted to the. German gentlemen estaUtshed at St. Pe» 
tersburgh, who have even vied with each other in evincing, i^ 
kindness to me, their esteeln for :tn Englishman. 

To us^ who regard our merchants as the pillars of our coun- 
try, it is surprising to see the prejudices of the Rossiaii aobi- 
Uty against the mercantile profession* Indeed all professions, 
excepting arms, are held in sovereign contempt by this lofty 
order of men* None but slaves, or persons derived from that 
race, ever in Russia become merchants, physicians, &c* kc* 
Hence it is very difficult for nobles, who have never been bc^ 
yond the empire, to be made to understand that all those vo* 
cations are often^ filled, in England, by persons related to the 
best families* So far is the distinction carried, that a merchast, 
of whatever wealth, is not allowed to travel widi more than 
three horses on the road, and two in the city* A noble never 
chrives less than four, and frequently six. However, aotwith- 
standing this general prejudice^ I have sometimes met with a 
few (but very rarely) of bpth sexes of the Rusaaaa nMesae^t 
the houses of our merchants: but they have always been persons 
of an extraordinarily enlarged mind, rendered stiU more libesal 
by traveHiog, and probably a residence in England* 

Having some business at the admiralty, I returned to town 
.early next morning* This public edifice is one of the OK^st ex- 
tensive in St. Petersburgh* It was planned and built by Peter 
the Great* At present, the architecture is not very striking; but 
it is undergoing alterations,, which, we hope, will render it 
worthy of the navy of which it is the head* It stands on the 
banks of the Neva; and divides the English quay from diatof 
the winter palace* The docks are large; and sufficieady nume- 
fous for the construction of four firstrate ships of war, besides 
firigates, and a(maller vessels* One, in dock, of one hundred 
and thirty guns, is nearly completed; and is of the most excel- 
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kit woriBiaaMhip. It is buik under die superiiitradftDce of 
Biontiear le Brun; who has transferred himself from the Ot- 
toman to the Russian service* Ships of this mag;Qitude) whett 
thqr are launohed^ proceed with bAllast to Cronstadt, where 
tkey take in their guns, are rigged, and fully appointed for aea. 
The mouth of the Neva is rendered very shallow by the 
ihoak} consequently, ships drawing so much water as these 
Antralea of necessity do, can only clear it by artificial means. 
The camel, an ingeniously constructed machine, is the inven«* 
tion to which the mariners resort* It was the fruit of a Dutch* 
man's genius, Mr. Bakker, a burgomaster of Amsterdam, who, 
ia the year 1690, constructed it for the purpose of raising ves^ 
sds over the Pampus, a passage between two sandbanks in the 
month of the Amsterdam river* The machine consists of two 
half ships, built in such a manner that they can be applied, be- 
low water, to each side of the hull of a large vessel. On the 
ckck of thesfe half ships, which form the camel (called so from 
its bctDg used to^Mr), there are a great many horizontal wind- 
httses, from which ropes proceed through one moiety of the 
comely and being carried under the keel of the vessel, enter si-^ 
mibr apertures in the other, from which they are conveyed to 
die windlasses on its deck* When the machines are to be used, 
m much water as may be necessary is suffered to run into them; 
aH the ropes are cast loose; the vessel is conducted between the 
two parts; and large beams sire placed horizontally through the 
pordioles, with their ends i*esting on the camel, which is on 
each side. When the ropes are made fast, so that the ship is 
secured betwixt its supporters, the water is pumped from the 
amchine, »id it raises the ship along with iu Each half of the 
camel is generally one hundred and twenty seven feet in length; 
the breadth at the one end twenty two feet; and, at the other, 
thirteen* The hold is divided into several compartments, that 
it may be kept in equipoise while the water is flowing into it. 
A vessel that draws fifteen feet of water can, by the help of 
dns machine, be made to draw only eleven: and the heaviest 
dups of war, of ninety or a hundred guns, can be so much 
ligfatened as to pass over the sandbanks without obstruction* 
Howerer, it is fomid, that when the camel is applied to any ves« 



246 TRAVELLIWG SKETCHES 

mIs belcmging.to the navy, they unavoidably suatun 
jaiy; as it is observed that the parts of a ship whidihas been 
raised in this way, are always so strained, as never afterwards 
to allow of being closely shut. The principle on which the ma- 
chine acts is that of specific gravity. 

The taar Peter founded this naval yard before Cronstadt 
was in a state to commence marine works: and to render it ae» 
cure, he fortified the whole with a wet ditch; flanked thecurtua 
with earthen bastions; and threw up strong defences towards 
the river. However, all this ancient labour is now to be levellcdt 
to make way for an edifice more consonant with the magntfi* 
cence of the city, and more worthy the charatter of so gres^aa 
empire. Admiral Tchichacoif showed me the elevation (tf the 
fufade; and certainly it is a fine specimen of the talents of die 
architect, who is a Russian* 

The pictures of mine, which the Emperor did me die hoaonr 
to approve '^f, being dedicated to the embellishment of die 
newly planned admiralty, are to be placed in the great council 
chamber, as soon as that superb saloon is rebuilt. Its design is 
magiuficent; and as the efforts of my pencil are to cover the 
walls, I shall give you an idea of what I at present intend it 
shall celebrate. As I proceed, you will see that the frames of 
my pictures, or rather their envelopements, are to be of die 
most princely materials. A large full length portrait of the im* 
mortsl Peter is to be placed at the upper end of this state apart* 
ment, under a rich canopy of crimson velvet and gold,draperied 
in regal style, and surmounted with every insignia of the impe- 
rial dignity. I am now painting on this picture. It is ten feet 
by seven and a half* I represent my illustrious subject sur^ 
rounded by naval and military trophies. He rests his right hand 
upon an anchor, also holding in the same charts of the Caspian 
and Black Seas; on the waves of which he was anxious to see 
the fleets he was then projeaing, command* He lived to be a . 
victor there^and to carry his ships, not only as oonquercnrs but 
as bene&ctors, to the neighbouring shores. At his feet lie the 
colours of his great northern rival, whose fortune he made stoop 
on the dreadful day of Pultowa; and over his head waves the 
♦imperial flag of his marine. The back ground is a view of 
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CroMtidt, with fleets of men of war and merchant ships, to 
ihow the progress of arms and commerce under his cherishing 
anspices. 

On each side are to be placed two pictures of ei^ht feet by 
seven: one, the emperor saving the lives of a boat's crew who 
were perishing in the lake Ladoga: the other his imperial ma- 
jest3^s naval victory over admiral Ehrenshield* The remaining 
subjects I have not considered; but the ceiling of the council 
chamber, which has a circle of twenty five feet in diameter, is 
left entirely to my own suggestions. I propose filling it with a 
design emblematic of Peter calling the empire into existence. 
The arts, commerce, war, peace, religion, all in their most per- 
fect states, shall be introduced as bursting forth before the ge- 
nius of dus immortal prince. My other subjects will princir 
pally relate 'to the most eminent acts of his all glorious life; and 
so, when finished, if deemed worthy of their hero, they will not 
onapdy be called the glories of Peto: the Great* Painting, tike 
poetry, recais the past; and if the epic poem teaches true great- 
ness by describing it, why may not the historic picture incul? 
cate the same, by showing, even to the eye, examples of the 
virtue?. Such use of the arts ennobles them, and very jMroperly 
plac^ the muses amongst the gods* 

Independent of the impression which this sublime Monarch's 
character has made on my mind, of what must have been the 
ontward lineaments of such a glorious being? To make my prer 
meditated portrait as faithful as is possible (dbe bright original 
having passed into other worlds), I have occupied myself in 
cdlecting every information extant relative to his face and 
penoD. And for this purpose, X not only contemplated his 
breathing image in Isaac's-place, but visited the cabinet of nar 
Isral history in the Vassilyostroff, to see some relics of him 
diere* In one room I was shown a curious library, imd all the 
mschanical instruments which had belonged to tlie tzar; als^ 
jam of his wardrobe, from which I studied the costuoae for my 
picture. Here his height also was ascertained to me, by a nail 
driven in near the door, said to have been at his own request; 
sod according to English measurement, it makes him six fe^ 
teven inches high» In this chamber is a waxen figure of the 
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same gigttitic stature: it is dressed in the suit he wore whett he 
declared his wife Catherine empress. The wig on the effigf is 
recorded to be of his own hair, which be had caused to be cot 
off during his Persian campaigns; and, it is added, that he wore 
this very wig to the day of his death. The face was modelled 
from his own, by a lady, during his life; and from it Monsiew 
Falconet drew some of the sublimest features of his statue. I 
acknowledge myself to be not less obliged to the lair artiste 

In the course of my researches after records of diis inle> 
resting monarch, I found a very curious tract (written ia 
French), by an ambassador resident at the court of Peter, to M$ 
own sovereign; who, it seems, had requested his minister to 
send him a minute account of so extraordinary a num. I copiei 
it carefully, and having made a translation of the pait in ques* 
tion, as it lies by me the readiest, and as it must gf atify you to 
aee a description by an eyewitness, of one of the most distm- 
guished amongst heroes, I shall tack on beneath:*- 

^* Peter the first is of a shape excellently proportioned; hit 
complexion is vivid and highly animated, and his eyes sfr 
^ nounce the greatest character and genius. His teeth are while 
and regular; his hair is dark brown and curiing; and his wbok 
physiognomy is pleasing, and bears the testimony in its features 
of the integrity and sincerity of his heart. He converses amia- 
bly with every one; and the serene smile which is naturally 
seated on lus lips, gains the confidence and love of aU.'' 

*^ The greatest simplicity reigns in the court of the taar, as 
well as in his own habits. His dress is plain, decorated neidier 
with gold nor silver: his eoat is of the German fashion, with 
sleeves after the Swedish form, li|ied with skins of saUe sad 
other animals. On the outside of his dress he wears a sword*' 
belt embroidered with gold; and prefers the hat to die cap. ifc 
detests splendid distinctions on his own person, but is pleased 
to see his princes, counsellors, and generals wear them." ■ 

Having so properly introduced yoi;^ not even negiecting the 
ceremonial of making an ambassador the medium, to the impe- 
rial Peter; I shall leave you in so enviable a t^e a teie^ and 
•ace more say adieu! 
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LETTER XXVII. 

St. Petersburgh, Aug^t, 1806. 

BEING informed thgt after all my researches there still eXf 
isted in the palace of Jutchinna, one portrait of the tzar Peter 
I had not seen, I determined to gain sight of it also; although 
the attempt was rather hopeless, the palace being the property 
qf the empress dowager, once the favourite residence of the 
]jMte emperor when archduke, and now constantly closed by his 
illustrious widow from the eye of curiosity* However, I lost no 
tiiae in n^ing my application; which being graciously received, 
sspeeial permission was granted me to v^sit the apartment, so 
bag consecrated to imperial sorrow. 

The palace is about forty-three versts from St. Petersburgh, 
and is built in a modem castellated taste, of a wide extent; and 
to admirably situated, that from some points of view it reminds 
me of Windsor. Yet the resemblance is very faint; merely suf* 
icieot to suggest an idea of that august abode of our British 
kings. To comp^ the two would be trifling. Indeed I know 
of Botbing of the sort that would bear the comparison; for I 
Bsver yet beheld, in any cotmtry, a place so fitted by nature and 
VtffoT the residence of a powerful monarch, as Windsor castle. 
Itstfoids as the very throne of majesty, whence a great poten- 
tate might be supposed to rule the world. There is something 
▼eiy imposing in magnificence, when undebased by the frip- 
peries of ostentation. What Versailles or St. Cloud will ever 
iifress the beholder with those awful respects for royalty with 
vUch he is struck when entering the courts of Windsor? How 
do ihe diades of our renowned Edwards and Henries rise be- 
fore him! Their mighty souls were franied to fill such a place; 
Ond as we stand under a roof worthy to contain the monarch of 
the British empire, all the inspiration of the scene animates our 
beaitsi with redoubled ardour we would repeat our vows of 
ioyal^ to our king, and rush into the field to defend his life and 
crown. Vaster palaces I have seen, and more gorgeous than 
Windsor, but never one sp truly regal and sublime. It unites 

21 
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the beauty of romantic scenery with the grandeur of rofAf^ 
and the strength of military power* Some places honoured fajr 
the residence of kings, are too gay for their dignity; others an 
too mean; excepting the object of my eulogium, and peiltt|» 
Hampton court, the palaces abroad are so far superior to tke 
houses which bear the proud appellation in England, that, tt 
a stranger, the very calling them by the name seems ridtca- 
lous. There is a harmony in rank, the disturbance of whidi 
injures even the greatest. 

But to return to Jutchinna« The centre of the buildmg h 
occupied by the empress dowager, during the summer. Tlie 
wings are appropriated to the officers of the household and htt 
majesty's diurnal visitors. The suite of rooms formeriy be^ 
longing to the emperor Paul, like Voltaire's in the Sans Solid, 
are nearly in the state he left them. Not an article has beta 
moved; papers and books, all lie just as they were when fcfc 
Quitted this place for St. Petersburgh. The contents of the 
chamber, in the Michaelofsky palace, in which he slept aa4 
died, have been brought hither. The bed stands in a comer 
of the roon?, hidden from immediate sight by a low screen. 
It is iron, of the Tula manufactory, without omameats or 
curtains. This was the bed on which the unhappy moffiffA 
expired. Near it is his coat and boots, the last he wore. Ife 
wonder that it was difficult to obtain the empress's permisdfltt 
to see these apartments. It is but lately she could bear COCBIW: 
them herself; and when she does, the hour is devoted to the 
regrets which must ever fill the bosom of a virtuous wifeaad 
tender woman* 

Every step I passed over the palace, I listened to the praises 
of this admirable princess. I listened with attention^ for Iknaw 
of few pleasures equal to that of hearing well -authcnlicatfid 
instances of goodness: it delights one with human nature, and 
consoles us for its miseries when we see power have the wB 
to relieve them. The dowager empress claims from tU who 
know her, a peculiar admiration, not only for general benew^ 
lence, but for the particular attention with which she treats ifl 
unfortunates recommended to her protection. Look nfcmii 
and we sec cvcrjfwhcre publie prooft of het diarity. How 



IN RUSSIA. 251 

Mmcrous are the insdtutioiis she has fouaded and endowed 
ior all des^criptions of the wretched! And, countless as they 
leem to be, so sincere is her goodness, that she is not merely 
tbeir benefactress; but the kind superintendant, to see .that 
every thing is conducted 'according to her generous design, 
lo short, she expends almost the whole of her revenue in deeds 
of charity: and as her time is also dedicated to the same hea- 
fenly purpose, thousands owe their health, comfort, and exis** 
tesce to her* Her life is, in all respects, worthy the imitation 
flf the greatest princesses; for it is consistent throughout: no 
fip opens to name her, but unfeigned blessings follow. She b 
ftoc snore revered as an empress, than adored for her virtues: 
krs is the empire of the heart: and the amiable qualities of 
ker imperial son place his on the same foundation* 

Again I have travelled from my errand hither. But female 
is«ellence, who can resist? It would carry both thee and me 
fimn all the pictures in die universe; ay, from Indus to the 
pole, or from the pole to Indus! So, without further apology, 
I dudl once more recur to the resemblance of the great Peter. 

The portrait in question, is said to have been painted from 
ki fflostrious original when he was at Paris. The artist is a 
Atfidunan. He has placed the tzar on horseback; and dres* 
Md him in a silk coat, decorated with the order of St. Andre. 
Ike character of the hero is lost, and the Parisian dancings 
water is here a chevaL I came, I saw, and turned my back! 
i^ as nothing appeared amid this trumpexy affecution worthy 
tidier die monarch, or one who was to commemorate his great* 
acts, I left the room. Though, as I retreated, my eye fell on 
tiro exqiuaite BMrUe busts of Henri Quatre and Sully; per* 
ioa^ges more deserving the society in which they were placed, 
dun the {Mctore was of its original. 

Amongst various specimens of art in diis palace I was shown 
tao admirable Vemets, of the lai^gest size, and finest style of 
kit peacil; and finished with greater richness, than any other of 
Us works that ever fell under my observation. Such being the 
xcsidt of my joumey, I returned to St« Petersburgh, pleased 
iriih every part ctf my visit to the palace, bat the very object 
wUsh led ate tfaiAer% 
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My drive homewards was as little pleasant as master Phie* 
tbn'^, when he whipped through the burning spheres. Cddwt^ 
can elude, hy w^riii mvolvements. But heat, marrow-piercitt|{ 
heat! who can escape its fiery darts? Clothes, carriages, w«8t;' 
nothing can exclude its scorching rays; they mingle with Ac 
very air we breathe: and to shut our mouths against them, H 
to die by cTne sort of suffocation, because we will not endtne 
the less mortal ejects of the other. Besides the weather being 
so insufferably hot, the days afe long even to painfulness. At 
midnight We may see to write by the light of die slty: flndadt 
from moon or stars, but by the bisams of day still lingering iik 
the heavens. Indeed, during what are called die longest diQfi' 
here, there is not mote than two hours in the twenty-four wid^ 
out seeing the sun: and th^t privation does not produce iaa^' 
ness; as a Something brighter than our twilight remains. 

Were it not for the tremendous beat (not to be exceeded,:! 
believe, in the West Indies), and the myriads of mosquitbei 
that swarm from the marshy grounds, tbisunvar)ailg sunsidoe 
iftlght have its chailns; but as it is, we cannot Imt sigh for 

•• The gpotto'8 cool retreat, the forest's fresh'ning shade \^ 

And as, I rival the poor panting Cephalos every hour widi. 
exclamations of veni auroy I hasten, as often as may b<s pofrt 
aible to meet the courted breesce amidst the groves of Stielttt- 
or Peterhoff. Most of the Britishihierchants poaaess beaatiftil 
villas on this road; as well as do the nobility who» having piaoes 
in the government, constant^r abide near the reaideito; as 
their duty never permits them to quit the victaity of the co«rt» 
unless by (he especial leave of the omperof , to visit lor a sboft 
ti^ne in each year their estates at a distance. The romanttS: 
islands of the Neva, being within die neigfadboarfaoodof Sb; 
Petersburgb, afford some of them very diarmicig retreats: teid 
as you r6w along the river, yon see its haaak^ embellished faf 
numbers of these beautifid houses* 

The emperor has his favourite summer residence on die isir 
Kammenoiostrdf. It is a pretty simple f^teoe, fitdtd up wak 
degance smd con^fert; and opposite to it two yachta sre aiwafs 
at anchor, ready to obey his majesty's or the ottfress'a com* 
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B, whettever they wish to pass upon the river. This side 
tfStPetersburgh certainly possesses the most beautiful envi- 
mbs. The variety of wooded scenery, the numerous palaces 
i&d splendid mansions embosomed in trees; and myriads of 
bolts of every description on the Neva, some filled with boors, 
and odiers decorated with the gaiety of Venetian gondolas; 
itader an asure sky, produce a tout ensembkj not to be expect- 
ed in regions of the iron north* 

The gardens of the venerable count Strogonoff are in diis 
fiarten they are cfaanningly laM out; possessing every beau- 
ty wMch nature assisted, not overpowered, by art, can bestow* 
Bm numbers of the fashionable world assemble most even- 
mgs it about five o'clock, and wandering from grove to grovey 
tlttch bang with every fragrant and ddiicious production of 
die east; they amuse dtemselves with conversation and the 
lectte, tffl music recals them to the lawns, where refreshments 
Ire prepared; and when night doses in, the finest fireworks 
ftnaftinate die pleasures of the evening* 

lo a picturesque and weH chosen spot is placed a monument 
rf totiquity, said to have been the tomb of Homer. It was 
htraghtfrom one of the islands of the Archipelago; and is ac- 
rtiratdy described by Monsieur le Chevalier sur le Troad. The 
fctow relievos on its sides, and on each end, certainly refer to the 
events celebrated in the Iliad; and particularly to the exploits 
ef AclAfles. The sarcophagus is of white marble; but the sculp- 
(tllt, though possessing taste and beauty, is not so fine as other 
ipecimens we have in England. I forget from whom the count 
pQTchased it; but I believe the ingenious French author ixx- 
fc^ his readers. It is so long since I turned over the book, 
Ait most of the contents have escaped me. All I recollect is, 
4at at the time of reading it I was much pleased; and I re- 
totnmend you, for the sake of better information respecting 
Btmier's tomb, to seek for le Chevalier to supply my deficiency. 

I must confess, as I stood over this reputed tomb of the first 
of poets, that I felt none of those enthusiasms which I believe 
Midd have affected me on the spot where his remains were 
hid. I cannot reconcile to myself, devotion to genius with the 
^•crilege of disturbbg the repository of iu ashes. Removing 
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flomer's tomb from its original 'sltoation, seems to hive ariiea 
fit>m no more respect to him, than the .thieves intended to 
show reverence to Petrarch, when they stole away his Ixxies 
to sell separately as classic relics* It having been broagfat to 
sale, I am not surprised at the fine taste of the count wishing 
to purchase so extraordinary a piece of antiquity; but certainly 
the place to feel Homer's tomb, should have been over Homci^f 
grave. It was so Homer's, example taught. He did not send 
mariners to steal away the monoment of Achilles from die pitf- 
montory of Sigeum: but he travelled thither himself. Hes^xid 
by his hero's grave; and while invoking the spirit within, lus 
own mighty genius bunst the confines of the tomb, and the hM 
appeared! The vision passed before the poet, clad in armsasd 
in G^iyt 1^^ ^^ beheld the light no more*. Insufferable bri(^* 
ness drank his visual ray; but lit up aU within, with heave&'s 
immortal fires* And Alexander too, that powerful mooifdi, 
might not he who uprooted empires, have easily raised fi^oot 
the ground a block of marble; and ordered the monumemof 
bis often-boasted model, the great Adiilles^ to have been brought 
to Macedon? But no; he also went to Sigeum to pay hb.vows 
to the illustrious shade, and placing a crown upon the tomlPr 
exclaimed: ^ Achilles, thou wert thrice Iu^)py! Happy in diy 
▼aliant life, happy in such a friend as Patrodus, and happj(^i& 
such a poet as Homer to immortalize thy memory!" 

After this beautiful apostrophe, it will not bevvery ivrnJ^t* 
f08 to repeat my claim to one of these happixieaaes^ by suhsd^ 
bing myself your faithful friend. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

St Petertburgb, September^ 180& 
I AM goiag to describe a scene that harroired my heart* I 
ksve been to witness the execution of the Knovt, to a height 
sf torture which very seldom is now inflicted. The lenity of 
tbe emperor Alexander's disposition will not allow death, or 
Aescverer degrees of punishment to b^ adjudged to any of hia 
ni^ts,but cm the most decided proofs of terrible crimes* la 
dK present instance, the guilt of the culprit was unquestiona* 
kk) and he was regularly tried and sentenced* 

The instruments and manner of performing this horrible ex- 
Mtioii, I have already described in my account of visiting the 
fOMRiat Mosco* The unhappy wretch whom hb crimes des^ 
tMd to be an example to mankind, was an istvostchick (or 
Mehman) to count Ablenoffisky, a Polish nobleman, whom he 
adumanly murdered one night, in bringing him from a 
pny in the country. He effected his death by means of the key 
OMd for screwing the bohs of the carriage. The vehicle being 
tdlroshky, there was no other servant but the coachman* 

•At a conventendy dark and sequestered spot, the villain 
torned suddenly on his master, and striking him a stunning 
UNt widi the iron instrument, seized him, and finished the 
flwder by strang^ng him with the reins* Having rifled the 
dead count of every valuable about his person, he left the body 
ttd the carriage, and made his escape* Morning discovered 
tte horrid scene* Suspicion did not hesitate to point to the real 
pcipetrator, and a pursuit was immediately ordered* Officers 
<tf justice went in every direction; and by their unwearied 
activity found him, after a search of several days, some versts 
fen^the Ladoga lake* 

The place generally allotted for public executions, is near 
the Neva; being an open and muddy plain. When I arrived, a 
^ companies of grenadiers were drawn up in line; and the 
^ves were pouring upon the ground in multitudes* The gra- 
vity of their rou|^ visages, mingling with the i^erce visage of 
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the Cotsacs^ and tlie severe ^oom of the police, g«9e«Res< 
pression of horror to the crowding groups more consonant with 
the expected scene, 4um the nois^ nobs beneath the gaUomit 
the Old Bailey. 

Ten p'dock in the rooming was the appointed hour; bat 
more than another hour elapsed before the criminsl was bn^ght 
to the place of ptuisfanent* He was a robust and £ae looUm 
nsan, with light hair and beard; possessing not one trwt iahii 
face to annonnce him capable of murder, or of evw lc8i^ieni> 
Ue crimes. Had I been called upon to declare ipy opbuoaaf 
that man's disposition from his faee, I should have pronouaoe' 
him every, thing that was meek and harmless. I am so plqw- 
ognomist; and must leave this apparent contradictiail of Alir 
science to be settled by those who are. 

The poor wretch, attended by part of the police, hsd bNO 
walked through the streets; in order to show him to tb^p^pa* , 
lace, and to strike them with horror at his guilt. As soon ss the 
procession arrived in front of the troops, a circle was fonnsd* 
and preparations made for the instant commencement of the 
^execution. A paper being read aloud in the Russ Isffgiisge, 
which, most probably, was an account of his crime sad Mp- 
sence; he was speedily stripped of his clothes, leaving oalm 
person only a pair of loose trowsera. In the midst of this sikst 
group (and awful indeed was their silence) stood, firm aodw^ 
secured, a block of wood, about three feet high, having thi|pc 
cavities in the top, to receive the nedc and arms* Being (Mly 
prepared for his dreadful punishment, diie unhappy man cntf* 
ed himself, repeating his Gosperdmn Pomeka wi^ the gr^9^ 
devotion. The execmioner then placed him with his biesstl* 
the board, strongly binding him to it by the neck and the ufip^ 
part of his arms, passing the rope close under the bend of hodi 
knees. Thus bowed forward, the awful moment approaciwiL 
The first stroke was struck, and each repeated lash tsrs^hc 
flesh from the bone. A few seconds elapsed b^veen eschi 
and for the first ten or twelve, the poor sufferer roared moat 
terribly; but soon becoming fistnt and sick, the cry died avi^ 
into groahs; and in a few minutes after, nothing was heard es* 
c^pt the bloody splash of the knout on the senaelesa body of the 
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wretehed man. Oh! if God punished so, who would stand be* 
fore his judgment seat? Had the compassionate Alexander bo- 
hdil it, I believe that this would have been the last infliction of 
this'tremendous punishment* ' 

After full an hour had been occupied in striking these dread* 
M Uows (and more than two hundred were given him)^ a sig- 
id was made from the head officer of the police, and the cri* 
fldnsl was raised a little fr6m the block. Not the smallest sign 
of life seemed to remain: indeed, so long did it appear to have 
led, that during the half of the lashing, he had sunk down as 
hv as the ligatures which bound him would allow* The exe« 
todoner took the pale and apparently Unless body by the beard, 
while bis assistant held an instrument like a brush with iron 
teeth, and placing it a litde below ius temfde, struck it with the 
trtmost force, and drove its pointed fiugs into the flesh* The 
Spposite temple and forehead received the same application* 
The parts thus pierced, were then rubbed with gunpowder, to 
femain, should the mangled sufferer survive, a perpetual mark 
af his having undergone the punishment* 
- Too would suppose that rigour had exhausted all her totm 
vents, that justice was now appeased! But no; another punish* 
meat yet remained,*-^o dejH'ive the noae.of iu noatrik. The 
inlicting pincers, something like monstrous curling irons, were 
isseited up the nose of him whom I supposed dead; (and m* 
d^ I only endured the latter part of the sight, from having 
imagfaied diat these afflictions were directed to one alreadjr 
past the sense of pain); the performer of this dreadful sen* 
teace, aided by his companion, actually tore each from his head 
ia a way more shocking than can be deacribed* The acutenesa 
af this last torture, brought back sense to the torpid body:«-> 
idial was my horror, to see the writhings of the poor mang^ 
creature; and my astonishment, aa soon as he was unbound, to 
kse him rise by the assistance of the men, and walk to a cart 
*Mf to return him to his prison! From whence, if he did not 
die, he was immediately to be conveyed to Siberia^ there to 
hfaoor for life* His lost strength seemed to revive every mo- 
aent; and he sat in the vehicle perfecdy upright, being covered 

2K 
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with his caftan, which he himself held upon his shotildenr, 
talking very composedly with those who accompanied him. 

His sentence, I understand, was to be inouted without mercy. 
Of course, in such cases few eVer survive; or if they do, for 
want bf care, or even common assistance, a mortification gene- 
rally takes place, and death relieves them from furdier suffering. 
This was the fate of the miserable creature in question, who 
expired the following day, after passing the first post towards 
his banishment. 

How far this sort of punishments may have an effect on the 
people at large, I cannot pretend to say: at present they arc 
ver\' rare: and whatever may be the horror with which they arc 
viewed, I do not find them to be decisive preventives; as 
murders are continually happening in unfrequented parts of the 
city, without the perpetrators being discovered. 

I have lately been told that what actuated the istvostchick 
to the murder of the count, was the cruelty and pcnuriousnes8 
of that nobleman, not only to the man himself, but to the rest 
of his slaves. Indeed he was well known to be of a violent and 
austere temper, and one of the most avaricious amongst mor- 
tals. Hende my judgment on the poor fellow's face might not 
be far wrong; as ignorance renders the best natures liable to be 
wrought, upon by injuries and want. Vengeance is a passion 
that requires better reasoning than a clown's to subdue. 

The inout is, I believe, the only severe punishment remam* 
ingfrom the many barbarous kinds continually practised in the 
early ages of the empire. The manner of inflicting it at the 
commencement of the reign of Peter the First, was different 
from the present mode, and much more savage. TTie sufferer 
was fixed to the back of the executioner's man, by means of 
ropes: and his lower extremities held so fast by another, that 
resistance was impossible. In the time of the early tzars, the 
performers of this horrid task were regarded with so much re- 
spect, that they were admitted iotx) the best society. Nay, it » 
even said, that in.those days, merchants, thinking it honourable 
thus to pass into ranks above them, paid large sums of money 
to be allowed to fulfil the murderous dutv. When their ambi- 
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tions were aatisfiedf they then resold the vocation at an enor- 
mous profit. 

Perhaps fashion dictated, even amongst these unpolished 
people; and the valae of the executionership arose from the il- 
hisQ-ious example so often set by the great dukes of Muscovy, 
who, to fill up a few leisure moments, or as a recreation from 
die more anxious acts of government, frequently showed them- 
selves to their subjects executing the sentence of the law, mere- 
ly as amateurs. However, in the course of time, the bright 
beams of civilization began to enlighten this benighted quarter 
of the globe* Letters and humanity came in together: and the 
honour anciently attached to the torturer's profession fell to 
the ground* The po&t was no longer deemed enviable; the royal 
hands were humanely and wisely occupied; and it became so 
difficult to get a permanent ^performer, that a law was passed, 
not permitting it to be sold, but to remain as 9n agreeable in- 
heritance in the family of the last purchaser for ever* Whether 
die entailment was made as a memorial of the virtues or of the 
vices of the then proprietor, we cannot pretend to judge at this . 
distance of time* But surely the knout^ as an estate, is by no 
neaiis improvable; nor is it a profession that will now*a-days 
oocasion the next heir to be very anxious for the rapid exit of 
die present incumbent* In case the male progeny of this tre- 
mendous member of society fails, the corporation of butchers 
are to be called upon instantly to replace the defunct, by an able- 
Uxlied beginner of a new line from amongst themselves* 

We need no greater proof of the superiority of modem 
fiussia over the ancient empire, in the quality which best be- 
comes man, that of mercy, than by comparing the respect with 
which the executioner was then regarded, with the abhorrence 
in which even his instrument is now held* It is an abomination 
U> touch the knout* 

That I have seen it, is a sufficient abomination to me; and 
«4iea I shall wash my eyes from the impression I know not* If 
your dreams be but half as much disturbed by the recital, as 
mine were by the sight, I have broken your rest for a night or 
two at least, and so little thanks will arrive by the next packet 
to your friend* 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Torzok, October, 1806. 

THAT season drawing near, when I protniaed to renew 
the happiest moments of my life, in the dear city of Mobc<h1 
set off towards it on the twenty-fifth of this month. 

The snow had not yet fallen, which was to have been the 
appointed signal of my return; but as it was daily expected) is 
Aey told me autumn lingered longer than usual, I Tentored to 
abridge the hours of my exile from all that is lovliest to ikf 
friend, and without further delay prepare my flight to the iBf> 
tsrior. Accordingly, using all expedition, I set out on whcd^i 
hoping to hr*^e occasion to change them fiM* the swifter sledge 
before I reached my place of destination. 

Not having left St. Petersburgh in the ficroic oompany I 
entered it; though I afterwards found that my aforesaid noUr 
Jamiliar^s spii:it had entered most potendy into the breast of 
my valet dt chamire; no circumstance of any noteworthy coio^ 
plexion occurred to me during the first hundred, versts of of 
journey. The usual inconveniencies attending troveUerB wm 
my only crosses: such as delays, and impositions cm the part dt 
postmasters and their myrmidons; who were more than ordi* 
aarily exorbitant, when they discovered I was an Englisfamsor 
and therefore, they believed, with exhausdess coffers. HeBcs^ 
my poor purse which unluckily, was made of a different material 
trom Fortunatus's wishing cap, contraded so wofully from 
their various extortions, that I confess, forH>nce I found the 
gold dispensing character of my country, rather impoverishing. 
In order to expedite the slow movements of the men who 
brought the cavalry, I was obliged to sweeten their toil with- 
k no inconsiderable douceur. A much larger one is necessary 
to sharpen the directions of the maitre de poetts and another 
must be put into the hand of the stariost, a sort of overseer ^ 
the whole; who is generally the oldest man in the village, the 
judge of its quarrels, and the umpire in all travelling dbpuies. 

Unfortunately for me, the abilities of this sage adviser of 
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«Mi of the dcvrevnas, were called into action by the very feU 
hw in my suite who had been inoculated with a fever for bat* 
ties during oar last disastrous campaign on this very road* 
Haring two vehicles with me, one belonging to a friend, and 
the other my own, I had proceeded in his, and left my kibitka 
at die village with my servant to get the wheels greased, and 
Aen to IbUow me. Followed I was; but not by my carriage. 
A man and horse came up ventre d terre^ telling me that my 
■SB was taken prisoner, and my kibitka, seized, for an outt 
iSge he had committed at the postfaouse. I returned instantly, 
lad met a scene more vexatious than I had even anticipated* 
Daring the absence of the courier, on the men laying hands on 
the carriage, he had drawn his sword on them ^11; and cut and 
Mied ri30Ut with such might and main, that when I drove 
isto the yard I found half a dozen fellows with gory cheeks^ 
sad one unfortunate boor (who, it seems, had been most active 
iMx my movables), with no inconsiderable indents in his cra^' 
vkmu The Tillage was up in arms; and with much ado I learnt 
that the origin of the fray was a little overcharge respecting the 
passing of the wheels, which my provident steward was de* 
ttnained not to pay. An altercation ensued: and flying to the 
coaa^s argoment of a knock down blow with his stick, a score 
of boors returned it instead of one; my carriage was seized to 
iadefflnify the man for his grease and ill usage, till I could b<} 
iMQght back to pay interest for the whole; my honest Scapin 
no sooner saw a hand laid on his master's property, than out 
hm his rapier; and I just arrived in time to save perhaps his 
own life, and one or two others against whom he had pointed 
Ui weapon. 

I entered the field of action, greeted by the abuse of half the 
nUage: for diese clowns are very summary in their resent^ 
aents, clubbing all of a family together; if a father offends, so 
does the son; if a servant, so does his paster; and so on: no 
ioAtvidual bears the weight of his own follies, but all who hap« 
pea ID be in his company share the burthen. Another eflect of 
complete ignorance, is this indiscrimination and injustice* 
However, with much waving of my hand to and fro, and cour^ 
^^9Ui actianj ^ough I believe the most powerful one was hold- 
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ing Qp my purse; I at last commanded siknce: andbymetasof 
the stariost appeased the mob, and compromised with the poor 
mustiqk (the name by which these peasants are de8igaated}i 
for. his broken head, with a present often rubles. Ghtd was I 
at any price to get out of a scrape, which might have proved 
very troublesome to me as a stranger; and to my servant, as a 
native^ most serious, if not dangerous. And thus n^y tros^ 
domestic, in his zeal to save me ten pence, run me into an ev 
pense of as, many half crowns. 

This circumstance, with the eagerness with whict gold was 
received as an equivalent for a whole skin, will show you tbt 
passion of the lower order of Russians for mon^y. Indeed» 
when we consider the hardness of their fare, the ruggedness of 
their apparel, and the baseness of their abodes; and tlu^t tbei^ 
are the utmost of their ideas of actual enjoyment, b not their 
insatiable avidity inexplicable? Here and there we see a mon- 
ster in nature who loves gold for its own sake: but in general 
the most avarioioiis have a further end in view, some particu- 
lar pleasure to which they intend to devote their wealth. Con- 
trary to this, with the Russian boor, it is a passion for which I 
cannot account; and rather seems a sort of wish imbibed ori* 
ginally, by imitation, in the cities; thence brought to the cooa- 
tr\\ and so spread like an infection amongst the people, iiUiqg 
them with an aimless desire. For surely, to wish for gold for 
no other end but to possess it, is the most aimless, useless, joy- 
less longing that ever occupied the breast of man. A Kussiaa 
peasant will do any thing, suffer any thing for money. And I 
believe the wounded mustick would gladly have submitted to 
a second cut to receive other ten rubles. But why they resent 
the bastinado more in the villages than in the towns, I cannot 
guess; though so it is, as the quiet flagellation the afterwards 
rebellious istvostchicks took in Mosco, can testify. 

All being peaceably settled my servant mounted the kibitka: 
and I having rather ungratefully threatened his valour, if ^^ 
ever sfgain exerted it so rashly.in my service, we quiedy depar- 
ted from the village, and pursued our way to Mosco. 
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Mosco, November. 
Having slept two nights on the road, one at a small place 
called Zinagat; and the other at the town of Torzok, celebra- 
ted for embroidered leathern boots, ridicules, gloves, &c. I 
occupied ray days in gazing about me; but saw little to interest, 
excepting the Valdaia hills, whose ravines, and meandering 
waters reminded me of the valleys in the north of Devonshire* 
During this long drive of nearly a week, I had much time for 
diought of every description: retrospection led me back to 
England and all its dear domestic scenes; my family, my friend, 
my home, where each loved companion mingles into bliss! 
then, so quickly do the ideas of them the heart values sympa- 
thise, and meet in a point, an^ticipation fled to Mosco: happi* 
nc88, exhaustless happiness was there! and hoping at some 
fiitureday to unite the sources of my past and present joys; 
to see those of England in Russia, and those of Russia in Eng- 
tod: thus musing, on the thirtieth of October I entered Mos- 
co; and for once in my life found a sweet reverie broken by a 
wreeter reality. 

I have been overtaken by the frost, about five posts distant; 
and on driving into the city, was surprised to see every thing 
lAiter and covered with snow, and all the regular sledge equi- 
pages out. My arrival being known, I met on this my second 
visit, if possible, a still more cordial reception than on my first. 
This at least convinced me, how uncandid was the charge, that 
the Moscovite nobility were only hospitable to strangers from 
a fondness of novelty. So far from this being the case, every 
door, and every kindness, was opened to me wider than before. 
I rather seemed returned to a city of the most affectionate re- 
lations, than the guest of a people of a different race from my 
own. Neither pride, ostentation, nor caprice, have I been able 
to discover amongst these generous nobles. Their magnificence 
IS habitual; the pleasures they enjoy are given with liberality 
to others; and the friendship they profess, is as free from in- 
t^nstancy as the object ought to be from ingratitude. 

Amongst those whose attentions have been the most flatter- 
®gtq me, is the grand cham|;)erlafn, prince Gallitzen. He is a 
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venerable old man of eighty-five years of age, full of ' 
and benevolence. Formerly he passed much time at the com 
of LiOndon: and many are the hours of his valuable society wMh 
which he honours me, to talk over the merits of a country he 
so highly respects* A pleasant theme for an Englishman; and 
one which my tongue delights to dwell on. 

Perhaps you may be surprised to read of so many penoM 
bearing the title of Prince, inhabiting this capital: but when you 
recollect that Russia is an empire that comprises about the se- 
venth part of the firm land of the whole earth, is as large m 
half of all Asia, and more than twice as big as Europe, aad 
that numerous territories of this vast tract of country werei 
hardly three centuries ago, governed by their native hereditny 
princes, wonder will subside that there are yet many of thcb 
descendants lords of large possessions, still respected accordiaf 
to their birth, and living in all the splendor of rank and muni- 
ficence. 

* Knaa is the Russian term for Prince. And whichever of die 
ancient princes had the greatest success in throwing a tempo- 
rary yoke over the neighbouringsovereigns, he arrogated to Um- 
self the title of Velikie Knaes, or Grand-prince; sometimes Ae 
princes of Novgorod were paramount, sometimes those of KH 
sometimes those of Vladimir, and so ot odiers. Owing to thdr 
wars, the khans of Tartary for a long time dictated to diem alL 
In short, a continual struggle for power deluged the coontiy 
with blood until the valour of Ivan Vassillievitch IL hid I 
chain on their necks, and uniting the numerous principalities 
into one vast empire, assumed to himself the title of Tzar, or 
emperor. 

Hence we meet with so many princes in Russia, who are ia 
general of the blood of these regal families: and though, per* 
haps, the inheritance orsome may lie on the borders of the 
northern Pacific Ocean, on the confines of China, or in Tar- 
tary itself, yet they all crowd to the centre of the empire? and 
usually in Mosco pass the winter, in scenes of magnificence not 
inferior to a royal court. 

As to the title of Duke, it does not properly belong to Russia* 
What we in England call archduke, is grand-prince, meaniD{ 
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(as the ton of the tzar) the head of all the princes of the em- 
pire. The appellation Boyar, is inferior to that of prince. Vai- 
mdes are governors of provinces. And the titles of Count and 
Baron were, I believe, first introduced by Peter the Great. I 
Ihink I cannot end the history of these sounding names better 
than by giving you a copy of the manner in which the great 
CaAerine used to write all her tides. First premising, that the 
sovereigns of Russia never put their names before that of the 
supreme Monarch of the universe* 

^ By the grace of God, Catherine II, empress and dutobra- 
trix of all the Russias, of Mosco, Kief, Vladimir, Novgorod, 
&c. Tzaritza of Kazan, tzaritza of Astrakhan, tzaritza of Si- 
beria, tzaritssa of the Tauridan Chersonese, grand princess of 
Smolensk, princess of Pskove, Esthonia, Livonia, Karelia, 
Tver, Yugoria, Permia, Viatka, Bulgaria, and other countries. 
Grand*princessofNishneyNovgorod,ofTschemigof,Riazane, 
Polotsk, Rostof, Yaroslavl, Bielosero, Udoria, Obdoria, Kon- 
dS^ Vitepsk, Mestislavl; sovereign of the whole northern re- 
gioa, and of the country of Iveria; of the Kartalinian and Gru- 
sinian tzars, and of the Kabardinian country, of the Circassians, 
avd of the mountain princes, and of others, hereditary princess 
md sovereign." 

And now, having led you such a race after the signs of ho* 
aour, it is but right that I should bring you to repose a litde 
where the substance lies: and so, once more to the prince Gal- 
litzen. His mansion is splendid, and in every point worthy of 
his taste and fortune. I dined with him soon after my arrival; 
and again observed some very fine pictures which I had ne* 
l^ected to notice to you during my last sojourn in this city. 

The first on^hich I could steadily fix my eye (for remem* 
ber the prince ^nd I were not alone, several of my fair acquain- 
tance Wjere present, whose charms might well attract my 
observation from art to nature), was a Saint Sebastian^ Mad to 
be pamted by Salvator Rosa, exquisitely fine: but so peculiar 
were its beauties, that I strongly doubt whether even that great 
oiaster could ever produce such a picture as this. In the first 
place, the colouring- is so vivid, clear and fleshy; and in the 
second, the drawing is so accurate; and thirdly) the distribution 
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of light and ahide 19 mere harauMiioaaljr daspose^^ tliaa I «vir 
saw in any of his moat esieemcd and largeat productioitt* la 
ihoTtj to bring you an inatance in hia Prodigal Son, which i» 
deservedly regarded as one of hia beatt the styles are so dii^ 
ent between the Saint Sebastian and it, that it would requiro 
the penetration of Apelles and Protagoras united, to discoirsr 
traces in either of having both been produced by the same hsad« 
As several persons whom I met with, pronounced it to b^ a 
work of Salvator Rosa; and as their connoisseur expericace 
in the gaDeries of die coMinent ought to give them atfthorit}', 
I (Kd not pretend to dispute their judgment, though I could 
not aasenti but roust still deny our favourite banditti painter 
the merit of producing thia saint* If I dare presume to affix a 
pame to it, I woidd say that I rather think it bears the nuurb 
of Miqhael Angelo de Caravaggio. 

The prince ean b6ast a chtf*{Pceuvre of Murilio* The subject 
is two boys eating a watermelon. They are, represented tbe . 
aiie of life, and possess all that £ftscination, so true to natme, 
which distinguishes the productions of this Spaniard* There u 
a fine duplicate of this picture in the elector's gallery at Mu^ 
nieh* Many smaller pictures of the Dutch and Italian schoob 
ornament the saloon in which I sat; but time, and ignoraoce 
and neglect in those who have the care of them, have so wofolly 
abused their beauties, that they are now scarcely worth notice. 

Indeed, as I looked around on the assemblage, some good, 
Others bad, and most indifferent, I could not but recollect the 
impression I have so often felt, both at home and abroad, wbeo 
taken by a travelled lover of arts <b see his collection. His walli 
in general, are plentifully hung; and at aa great an expense as 
1^ every pannel had been painted by the fathers of the art: but 
bow ^asy is it to see, that not depending on his.own judgmenti 
the amateur has been led by those cicerone gentlemen, who ire | 
ever ready to save him the trouble of seeing, selecdng, and j 
buying: and, who dius directipg hia taste both in sculpmre sodJ 
pnindng, fill his house, and their own pockets, by the hbottri 
Ikf merely aec(mdary artists. 

But I should be ungrateful to my illustrious boat, mid most 
imgracioua to myself, were I to dwell longer 00 the fiuiluof a 
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minor ptrt of his fonutiire, when aU ebci his bronzes and hi3 
Btitaes, were admirable; and himself) moved like a Nestor 
Aroagh the scene* Though I passed sp long a day with him, 
from noon till night, the interest never flagged. His conversa- 
tkm teeflMd with iflfit»miation and urbanity* The characters of 
mn ky opm beibre hkn: he decided on all with a precision 
ilMt declared his jiidgpnent^ while the candour with which h^ 
eiuHaed their actions^ conrinced you of the goodness of his 
neart* 

The evening breiufht in new company, who turned the scene 
lea gaiety in which he partook with smilcsi and an elegant 
tapper terminAted die night. A very well timed period! It is 
^dve o'clock! That witchiq^ hour, when all the ^im heroes 
tad hMYMJiea of die Tak^ of Wonder aise afloat! So, for fear of 
faeiag visited by some of the said sheeted fraternity, I shall even 
be beforehaod with them, and assume a douUe share of their 
wardrobe by getting between the s^ts ofnuf ted. Therefore? 
gsod night to thee, my friend! 
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LETTER XXX.. 

Moaco, BecembeTy 180& . 

I DINED yesterday with count Razumo&ky; and partook 
of a repast, which, at this sterile season of the year, teemed 
with all the luxuries of spring and autamn: fruits of every cfi* 
OEiate, ripened in hothouses; and vegetables of all descriptioBSf 
raised in cellars. A strange place, you will think, for tt^e ex- 
ercise of horticidture ! But so it is; and by the exdusion of tbe 
cold air, and the admission of heat from the stoves, dtese sub* 
terraneous gardens produce summer vegetables all the yeir 
round. Green peas and asparagus are here as common at 
Christmas, as potatoes and winter cabbages may be with yoQ*' 

Indeed the Russians are very much indebted to the foster- 
ing care of our mother earth; for in her bosom do they also 
treasure the ice whidi, during the hot months, is used to tool 
their feverish bloods. In no country, not even Italy, can tfaii 
attemperating substance be consumed in greater quantities* it 
is put down into the vaults appointed for its reception every 
year in such vast shoals, that, I am told, from the continual 
replenishing, (and using that first which lies a top, and conse- 
quently the latest deposited,) diere is ice in some of the ceUais 
in Mosco, which has lain at their bottomaf for nearly a centoty. 
The ice is so strong, that when the owner has portions taken 
out for consumption, the servants are obliged to cut it up wiA 
pickaxes. 

Hence you see, between vegetables and ic«, the two seasons 
(thus imprisoned during their own proper reigns, to break 
forth and invade each other's rights), occupy almost aaT great 
an extent of building underground as the city possesses above. 

Count Razumofsky*s house is in every way answeraWe to 
the splendor of his entertainments: it is lately rebuilt; and in t 
style that does honour to his taste and liberality. I am told that 
the structure alone, cost him a million of rubles. He possesses 
many expensive pictures; but as they are not yet arranged, I 
had not an opportunity of judging of dieir merits* (Mj ofi^ 
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sdooii 18 irompletely hung: and that is with very fine work» 
from the Dutch school. 

In one of the rooms I observed a portrait of Peter the 
Great, 'which more resembled the statue of Falconet than anjr 
I had yet seen. lis features convey an elevation of soul and^ 
eaergy perfectly consistent with a representation of that hero. 
A circumst^ce wluch the count related, gave an additidnal 
interest to die pictture. He requested I would notice that the 
head had been sewed into the present canvass on which the 
figure is painted. That small piece, he told me, was the only 
part that was original; the rest having been added by an ances- 
tor of his own. 

While Peter the First was travelling in Holland in bis usu^ 
laeogntto style, he stopped at an inn on the road for refresh- 
flKBts. He was shown into a room where a large picture hung 
at die upper end: it was a portrait. And as he sat at his meal 
heebserved the landlord look several tiipes from him to the 
portrait, and from the portrait to him, with a kind of compar- 
ing scrutiny. *^ Whose picture is that?" inquired the emperor. 

** The tzar of Muscovy:" rejdied the man; " it was brought 
to me from Paris, and every body says it is his very self. And 
I was thinking it was very like you, sir." 

Peter made no answer to this latter observation; but aflfect- 
iBg to eat his dinner with too keen an appetite to hear distincdy, 
finished it in* a few minutes: and paymg hb reckoning as an 
ordinary passenger, sent the landlord out of the room on some 
excuse; then taking a knife from his pocket, cut the head from 
the shoulders of the portrait and put it in his bosom. He left 
a large sum of money on the tdble, more than sufficient he 
diought, to pay the damage he had done; and immediately, be- 
fore the mischief was discovered, he took his departure in his 
himble equipage. This act was to prevent his being recognis- 
ed as he proceeded, by any who might have afterwards stop- 
ped at the same inn, and like the landlord have perceived the 
resemblance: at^d certainly, but for the equivalent on the table, 
the deed itself would never be supposed to have been that of 
aft emperor* 

On Ma return to Russia, he gave thb relic to an ancestor of 
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count Razumofsky; to whom the monarch told die ilofy it^ 
tached to it, with much merriment at the idea of what maK 
have been the amazement of the observing landlord^ whcnhe 
saw both the head and its Uketiess flown. 

This was not the onljr interesting object which excited mf 
attention during my visit to the munificent const. I met wi& 
a man mider the protection of this nobleman, whose luscoijr 
might aflfbrd grounds for a very pretty romance* He ii a 
Frenchman, a native of Bourdeaux; and was put, when a hof^ 
on board a merchant ship, in order to learn the dn^ of « 
sailor. Soon after this, the war broke out between Great Bii* 
' tain and the Republic, and the ship in which he saikd tti 
taken, and he carried prisoner to England. Hbwever,tedid 
not remain in confinement long, but entered on board a smI 
British ship of ww bound to our settlements m New HoObiii 
As fate would have it, a violent storm arose; and die vtmA 
was wrecked on one of the islands not many leagues btM 
Otaheite. Himself and otte seaman were die only persons tib 
escaped; for not a trace of the men, nor the ahip, reaninel, 
after die tempestuous horrors ^ the scfne dispersed. 

The inhabitants, instead of seizing them as a prey, r<otiv«id 
the suiFerers with the most humane hospitality* Hope ftr 
awhile flattered them diat some ship mcight also be drHea 
thitherward, which not enduring so much as their's had, wo«M 
return them safe to Europe. But days and weeks weaitag 
away without any signs of release, they at hat began to ttffti 
the island as their future home. And a rixnt time so aocm- 
tomed them to the society tmd manners of the country, that ia 
a few mondis more, they were perfecdy resigned to dieir mOUh 
don. By degrees they laid aside European modes, andassuia- 
ed the habits of the natives; forsaking their clothes; hunting 
and fishing, and doing just as if they had been bom amid ite 
Friendly Isles. They learnt die language, allowed themselves 
to be tattooed; and at length sealed their insular fiaies by lilr- 
riage. 

The subject of my narrative was Ittde mom dian flfisea 
when he thus domesticated himself. Being of a handsome (Mr- 
son, he was honoured with the hand of the daughter ct }bt 
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Ungy wt dmti and bn^mg^ become dias ropSiy aHusdt he re* 
ceiv^d the investiture of nobility; naakely a process of tatooing 
confined to chiefs alone* The body thus imprinted^ if I may 
oae the expression, is marked aU over with a beautiful damask 
pittem, in forms not inferior to the finest Etruscan borders* 
The most eminent insignia of his royal distinction w^sy that 
ibe whole of the left side of his forehead, and below his eye, 
w» one dark mass of tattoo* This latter appendage might ^ 
(kase a savage taste, but it certainly was very hideous* But 
independently of that, I must acknowledge, to me there is 
KMnelhing very admirable in the idea of a fine male figure with- 
out any other covering than these beautiful enamellings: his 
inthered crown, and bow and quiver, seem to apparel him 
like a savage god* So true is nature to herself, that she never 
faek such an awful admiration of the human form divine, as 
.irhen she beholds it in its native freedom* What figure clothed 
h sll the pomp of robes, and crowns, and sceptres, ever so im* 
innsed the mind with a stamp of greamess, as the Apollo 
Bdyidere? And surely, when we consider the athletic pur« 
tttits and liberty of limbs with the noble stature of many of 
ibeoativeB across the AUantic and Pacific Oceans, my respec* 
Ud friend, the president of the British royal academy, well 
depressed himself, when on leaving America, a youth, and 
iim beholding the Apollo at Rome, he exclaimed: ^^ What a 
bit Mohawk warrior!" It was the language of nature, and a 
tnifc compliment to the artist* Owing to the present habits of 
ctvilJzation being totally different from those of ancient Greece, 
the human structure seldom attains any perfection: so no won- 
der the exclamation that the Apollo readied the remembrance 
t|f any existing men, should surprise the generality of hearers* 
J bave been more lucky; thanks to the mould in which nature 
cast some forms of my acquaintance, and the exercises which 
completed them! You know, to the vast expense of your time 
Md patience, the use my pencil makes of the living models 
which a happy fate has thrown in my way; for painters may 
hosst as they will ad>out ideal beauty^ but the oudiqe of no fan* 
cied figure ever carried with it such perfect grace and har* 
' numy, as one drawn from a really existing being, of fine prpT 
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portions and manly character* it was the study of natuM akae 
that formed the Grecian artists. From the lovely females of 
Greece was the celebrated Venus modelled: and from the 
beautiful and naked youths, drawing their bows on the sands 
of the Egean Sea, did the sculptor of the Python ApoUo cqI* 
lect the graces of that transcendent figure. 

But to return to my adventurer of the isles. His tattooing 
has carried me into an almost Shandean digression: but haviflg 
just united him to a fond bride, I hope there is no need «£ 
mpology for leaving him so long. However, I shall resume. 

The ypung Frenchman and his companion, a few days a6er 
the wreck, had found means to save some articles which were 
afterwards very serviceable to them. But the most preqawi 
things they preserved, were fire arms, with some gunpowden 
and for once, the importing of that death-dispersing arupk 
was productive of blessings to the people amongst whom it 
came. Our new young chief, and his British coiapanion, exer* 
ted themselves t6 a good effect in putting a stop to the piao*; 
tice of devouring the prisoners taken in war. The marriage of 
the former invested him with authority. And having learnt 
the language, his persuasions were so conclusive, that in the 
course of a very little time, it was rare to hear that the unna» 
tural meal had even been taken by stealth. However, so wed- 
ded were some few to this horrid glattony, that he found it 
necessary to add threats to his commands; and having exprei* 
sed in the strongest terms his abhorrence of this practice, hj^ 
told them that the first man he saw attempt* to devour a pn- 
soner, he would put the offender to immediate death. 

Shortly afterwards a skirmish took place between his people 
and their enemies. A number of prisoners were taken; and al« 
most all of the iitlanders held his commands in such resp^(^ 
that none presumed to disobey excepting two, whose cannibfl\L 
appetites were yet unsatiated. They slew an elderly femakpip 
tive, and commenced their repeat upon her body. Our resdfttte 
Frenchman descried them at a distance; and going towards 
them, levelled a musquet at the bloody banquet; killed one of 
the wretches with the horrid morsel in his mouth, and, with, 
another shot brought down his voracious accomplice in the act 
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of flight. This bold example so awed the rest, that from that 
hour until the day he left the island, (a space of fourteen years) 
Beta prisoner ever met with this inhuman fate. From so great 
a change, and particularly in a custom superstitiously revered 
bf the natives, and grateful to their savage appetites, I have 
no doubt that could we have visited the island during the sway 
of oar young hero, we should have found a rude civilizatioa 
amongst the people, rendering them far superior to the neigh- 
bouring natives. v 

So reconciled were the shipwrecked pair (for the English* 
man also married), to the spot they had now made their homes, 
that although many ships of different nations touched there, yet 
no inducements could prevail on them to quit their new coun- 
try. My narrator told me he always showed every friendship 
in his power to the captains of the vessels; seeing that the best 
prodnce of the island, particularly pork, should be given to 
ftcra for the articles they brought to barter. He was also of 
essential service in pointing out to them the difficult navigation 
round the several islands. 

The animation with which he recited these circumstances, 
strongly marked the fearless independence of his former life. 
He spoke with the decision of one whose commands had been 
unappealable, and all the chieftain commanded in his eyes. But 
when he talked of his domestic happiness; still true to the ex- 
pression of unrestrained nature, his sighs penetrated the heart. 
He described his home in the most lively colours, the fondness 
of his wife, his own tenderness for her and for her children; 
the blissful days he past with her, where, possessed of every 
wish, he enjoyed her Idve, and the society of his old sea com- 
panion. •* I was then master of all !" said he, " I am now no- 
Aing! an outcast, without a home, without a friend!*' His 
tears for a long time prevented his proceeding. And my friend 
win not wonder that my eyes for a moment bore him company. 

About three years since, one of the Russian ships which had 
left this country on a voyage of discoveries, touched at the 
island, and was received with every mark of kindness by the 
king and his family. The young chief became the interpreter 
Wtween the Europeans and the nativetf and besides proQurin|; 
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the crew all th^y wanted, loaded the ofiiters with useftil prt» 
Bents. To this vessel, and his own humanity, may be dated tbe 
misery of himself and his family. 

, One night it blew a violent gale of wind: and the commander 
of the Russian frigate finding it would be impossible to keep 
his anchorage in a bay so full of unseen dangers, made several 
signals to the island, in hopes that some experienced natire 
would come oiF, and direct him how to steer. Every momenl 
increased their jeopardy; the storm augmented in fury, and 8t 
every blast they expected to be torn from their cables and 
dashed to atoms on the rocks. Again the signals were repealed; 
and ere long they were answered from the shore by our friend, 
who had been prevailed on by his wife to attempt reaching 
the vessel. '* The foreign chief," said she, " will give you 
something for me, either a looking glass or a handkerchief' 

But the whirlwind raged so tremendously that he refused, 
telling her, that he thought the tempest was more than he coald 
combat; and that should he venture, perhaps the wish for so 
trifling a gift would cost her, her husband; he might be drown- 
ed, and then they would be lost to each other for ever. She 
had been too long used to the rashness with which her people 
braved the sea in ail weathers, to be persuaded by this argfl' 
ment; and (O woman! woman! or rather, slanderer of her set!) 
she still persisted to long for the handkerchief, and that he 
would go! 

The ancient gallantry Franpahe^ and another signal of dis^ 
tress from the ship, got the better of his judgment: he dashed 
into the waves, and boldly stemming their fury reached tbe 
vessel. The overjoyed crew, as they heard his voice calling to 
them, as he approached through the storm, cast out a rope to 
him, by which they hoisted him up the ship's side. The most 
grateful acknowledgments greeted him as soon as he jumped 
bn the deck: they hailed him as a kind of god, their deliverer. 
And putting his hand to the helm, and gi^g the requisite 
directions, he soon steered them from! the dangers of the bay, 
till they rode in safety on the main ocean. 

He asked now to have a boat to carry him on shore: but die 
wipd still bloM^ingliunricanes, and if ppssible increasing^ they 
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urould not venture any, but offered him a plank/ He seized it 
ft> leap overboard: it was dr/y/i^^Barbariahs! and death must 
inevitably have been his fate, had he plunged with it into 
the sea. He remonstrated, but before much altercation could 
ensue, the ship was driven too far to sea to allow of any hope 
of reaching the island in any smaller vessel than itself. Despair 
overwhelmed the generous young man* None understo6d his 
feelings; all gratitude seemed to have departed with their 
dsoger. The blackness of the night, and the rapidity with 
which the ship bore away, ^oon deprived him of aU traces of 
bud: and when morning dawned, not even on the line of the 
horizon could he perceive the smallest vestige of the spot 
vJiich contained all his happiness.* 

His misery can better be conceived than described. To be 
thftis recompensed for all his personal risks! It was a cruelty 
beyond his imagination. Surely the captain might have kept the 
tea till the storm had subsided, and then in justice he ought to 
have returned with his deliverer, and given him back to his 
country and family. He had endangered his life to save theirs. 
They had no claims on him, but the common ones of compas- 
noD; and yet for them he had plunged into the waves, had 
hraved every peril, and hazarded every thing dear. He had 
every demand upon their gratitude, and they betrayed himS 
Sudi conduct was as unmanly as inhuman: it was base tor the 
lowest pitch of detestation. Surely the loss of a few days to 
have effected their benefactor's return, could have made no 
great difference in a year's voyage. Besides, should the captain 
of these navigators, like ours, give an account of his discoveries 
to the world; so honourable a behaviour to the man who had 
saved his ship and crew, would have told more for the char* 
acter of his heart, and perhaps have gained him more fame, 
than the discovery of half a dozen islands. Honour is a man's 
own act, a discovery is fortune^^s; and each, in the estimation of 
reflection, is valued according to its intrinsic worth. 

The unhappy chief begged to be put on shore somewhere in 
European settlements, hoping there to hear of a ship going to 
the quarter of the globe that now contained his country. With 
this poor request, his ungrateful companions acquiesced, and 
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landed him on the coast of Kamtschatka: whence he travieUed, 

enduring the severest hardships, to Mosco. 

He has been a few weeks only arriv^, merely resting here, 
in his way to St. Petersburgh; meaning to lay his case befon 
the emperor, whose benicvolence, he trusts, will ens^c him to 
regain his family. He was forwarded from Kamtscbatkahitheri 
by a passport from governor to governor* Tedious has be^ 
Jiis voyage, and tedious his journeys, you will readily believf^ 
when I add that he has already been three years an eule from 
his wife and children. During this long period, what maypot 
have befallen tliem? Probably, his wife has sunk a viclimto 
sorrow forher own foUy, and her husband's loss: or war may 
have desolated the countr}^, and the family of the £urope99 
chief have been the first sacrificed to the sanguinary appedtes 
of the victors! 

These thoughts rack him day and night, and give him aa 
air of such deep melancholy, that it is impossible to iookoa 
his countenance without being sensible that a more than or* 
dinary grief absorbs his souL He must be about two and thirtyi 
although he does not look five and tvrenty. His figure is fine, 
with a most commanding deportment: but when he tails of 
his wife, all is subdued: he throws himself along the ground, 
and either remains for a considerable time afterwards fs^ 
foundly silent, or weeps with all the bitterness of hopdes 
sorrow. But when he names those who brought him away,i»- 
dignation, reproaches, accusations, seem to inflame him t0 
gladness; and he walks from side to side with an energy of 
step, and vehemence of action perfectly savage, but woDde^ 
fully striking and grand. 

As he found me so ready to enter into his feelings, he spoke 
with the greater unreserve, and consulted me on his plans* I 
advised him, should he find, on application tp the emperor, 
that it would be long ere a vessel could be sent out to the 
South Seas, to go directly from St. Petersburgh to En^aod; 
where, I told him, I was sure he would meet not only with the 
most generous sympathy, but very probably an immediate op- 
portunity of reaching the Friendly Isles. 

He heard me as gratefully as if I had had the power mpdS 
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to tt^mfoH him to bis countiy; and declared, diat were he 
doomed never again to see it, his life would be misery and hia 
death wretched. *^ Even to have been cast back again, bleed- 
ing on the rocks," said he, ^* on the fatal night I left it; to have 
been carried to my home, to have died amidst the embraces of 
my wife and children, that would have been happiness! But 
now, my life is cheerless, I must close my eyes alone!" His 
tears rolled over his cheek; and he turned his back, while I 
iieard him sob almost to suffocation* 

I hope for the honour of affection, that this feeling, this re« 
toltttion may last. But man is so mutable! Besides, this un- 
fortunate is in the meridian of his days, evidently of the live- 
Best passions: he is also a European who, having left his coun- 
try when a boy, knew nothing of the fascinating luxuries of 
civilization. When he becomes more intimately acquainted 
with our habits and our comforts; and when, perhaps, some 
tender European female, like Desdemona, may listen to his 
Story, and lave him for the dangers he has pasti may not he 
dien, too, probably forget the Otaheitan islands. If he do not$ 
diould I hear that he^as indeed sailed for their distant shores; 
I shall for ever after admire, as much as I now pity, him; and 
Kgard him as a most extraordinary example of constancy and 
frmness. But should he become reconciled to Europe, and 
cease to sigh for the simple pleasures of his early years; he will 
only add another proof to the many already existing of human 
Ittddessness and frailty. 

I know you will hoot me for this doubt; and tell me that 
three years of constancy is quite probation enough to insure 
him for the remainder. But those years were past, part on sea, 
and part in miserable journeys. Ease, I dread as the foe to his 
resolution. Some, that fight like lions when you attempt them 
hy storm, by the sap fall as quietly into your hands as an in- 
fant child. So I fear that repose, and the pleasures of society, 
Buiy undermine the fidelity of our young chief; and then, what is 
to blame? He was a man, and he fell! ^^ True,'' you will say, 
*but as he is a man he ought to stand: boys may plead the vice 
of human nature; it is the business of men to conquer it." 

A noble principle: and he who aims at it, is more likely to 
Buuntain his ground, than he who strikes lower. I acknow- 
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ledge, that in judging-of ourselves, it should be our staQdsnb 
but when of others, mercy bids us measure by erring morulity, 
and pity while we condemn. However, I know you would rather 
have occasion to admire than to pity, when pity is to be alloy- 
ed with disesteem; therefore T am happy in the story of my 
young mariner, as he is yet a hero under all his misfortunes, to 
give you an object for both sentiments in their purest degrecr 
Should he go to England, I will send him to you; and then I 
need not doubt all that has been represented to him of my 
country, being honoured to the word of your faithful friend. 



LETTER XXXL 

Mosco, Jaiiuar}', 1807 

THE month of December has elapsed. What momentous 
tidings has it not brought to Russia! Even the inveteracy of a 
severe winter is no check to the persevering arms of the 
French nation. Prussia, with her ill advised policy, and as ill 
placed confidence, has paid dear for her affected neutrality and 
double conduct. The country, the army, and what few patriot! 
stood forward in defence of their freedom, are all sacrificed. . 

The determined ambition of Bonaparte, and the gradual 
coming to maturity of his deep and widely grasping plaos, 
have lit the torch of war on the frontiers of a deluded prince: 
and the blood of the people, with the extinction of their great- 
ness, can alone extinguish the flame. Well might the fable of 
the Lion, and the Beasts be applied to this conqueror. Many 
are invited to his court as friends, but when they reemerge, it 
is with mangled members. Friendship with the ambitious, is 
ever more destructive than their enmity. With an open foe 
we are prepared for injury; but who can guard against a false 
friend! And what sovereign ever yet found an ambitious mo- 
narch not ready to rise upon the necks of all his neighbours, 
whether enemies or allies? Bonaparte has evinced this spirit! 
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aad wo to the next king who, with such an example as Prusaia 
before him, submits to the yoke of his pretended friendship.^ 
The sovereign that would be at peace, and maintain his dig- 
nity, must be able to control him. If a confederate nation be 
aot be3^ond France in power it will soon be within its chains. 

In the course of ten days, the military power of Prussia was 
•Dniirilated; the duke of Brunswick killed; and a hundred 
dioudand men lost and taken prisoners. French bayonets glit» 
tn-ed in the heart of the kingdom. Berlin, Stettin, Custrine, 
and Magdeburgh, were garrisoned with the troops of Franlce; 
and cowardice, bribery and treachery, spread themselves over 
die country. So many betrayed, that all feared to trust; and 
Am every individual fell an easy prey itato the iron grasp of 
the conqueror. 

The only resoiirce left for the unfortunate Frederick, was to 
durow himself upon the generosity of the emperor of Russia; 
and, with the shattered remnant of his once great army, im<* 
l^re his protection. Indeed, so hot was the pursuit directed 
against him, that, at the head of not more than twenty thou- 
sand men, he found he had retreated so near to the confines 
of Russia, that the enemy now stood in check. Alexander's 
troops had already moved towards the Vistula to cover the 
remains of unhappy fugitive Prussia. The monarch who had 
been duped by the flattery of Bonaparte, and the corruption of 
Us own ministers, now saw his error too late; and hailed die 
approach of his deliverers with the liveliest expressions of 
gratitude. 

The energy with which reinforcements are collecting in the 
interior, is as surprising as admirable. All seem actuated by 
one spirit; and every district is busied in forming regiments 
for the new levies. So wide is the zeal, so general the detesta- 
tion against the great usurper, that from the regions of Cau* 
casus to the frontiers of China, little armies are pouring into 
Mosco, to be led agiainst the imiversal enemy. Report says^ 
diat an army of' four hundred thousand men from Russia, is 

* The unhappy fate of the royal family of Spain is a striking example of thl^ 
«wple prediction. It was not read in the stars, but gathered from a common 
caUuUtion on the tcpdcnryi)f humsn action 8-—R. K. P. 1808 
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already opposed to the French legions. This may be exagge* 
rated: but I know that a ukase has been issued, oUiging the 
nobility to furnish peasants, to the additional amount of two 
hundred thousand, between St. Petersburgh and Kazan. Each 
proprietor is to furbish five soldiers out of every hundred 
slaves, with clothing, arms, and provisions for three mondis; 
and also provide pay during that time £or each, at die rate of 
a ruUe a month. 

Measures of this strength arc necessary, as diey declare tiie 
determination of the eniiperor: they are not meant as a spur) 
for the energies of the nation are exerted with a promptitude 
which announces alt hearts to be zealous in the same ca1I8^ 
Russia and England seem the only povrers adequate to A* 
contest; and indeed I may say, almost die only monardU 
awake to the general danger. The others appear paralyzed^ 
atruck by an enchanter^s wand; and to have already prostrate) 
themselves at the feet of the despot. But on the reverse, d ii 
lilive in Russia; and to an Englishman, it is deligfadiol to ob- 
serve die abhorrence with which the nobility of this coontiy 
speak of terms with the enemy; and with what enthnsiaam 
they fly to execute their imperial master's orders. Meetiogi 
are daily held in the great Salie de Nobksse; and the proceed* 
ings there appear more like the privileged reasonings of a 
British pariiament, than the discussions of a feudal assembly. 
And, thank heaven, success opens to them new inducemcflU 
for unrelaxed vigour. A victory has been gained, and elevea 
thousand of the enemy have fallen. General Kamenskoy wai 
£rst appomted to the command of the victorious division^bot 
ewmg to his ilhiess, he was obliged to resign in favour of 
general Benningsen; a native of Hanover, and lately governor 
of that district of Russian Poland which lies near Warsaw. 
•• Every thing gives place to spirit stirring war. Instead of 
parties, concerts, and assemblies, I am invited to parades aat 
reviews. The drawing rooms of my friends are filled wii 
officers in uniform; and the streets swarm with soldiers. A 
few days ago I was gratified by seeing a most interesting body 
of troops march through the city, and which are never sum- 
moned by the emperor but upon extraordinary occasionsa The 
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vkiie of these auxfliiiries migte «mouiit to the immber of 
fifteen thdusand raeii. The first were called Baschkirs* 

They are a peo^ who derive tdemselves from a race of 
Tartars called Tschalmatea, who, in former times, used to 
mSde OD the Kama* The name of Baschkir is rather a term 
of Q|>probrium, giveo to them by their neighhours, signifying 
wolf, from their proptnsiQr to plunder. Their acknowledged 
cooDtry BOW is amongst the Oural mountains, extending dowft 
IB the Tartar deserts, on the ty>rders of the rivers Ouy and 
Tobai. They formerly roamed about the southern Siberia^ 
aider the conduct of their chiefs. But to avoid the molestatioa 
rfihe^iberian khans, they settled in their present possessions^ 
ipeading themselves along the banks of the rivers Volga and 
. Oimd^ and subjecting ^mselves to the Kazansan khanate« , 
On the overthrow of that state by the tzar Ivan VasiUelvltch 
H.diey made a merit of necessity, and accepted the protectSofi 
of the Rtkmsiaii sceptre. 

la die y^ar 1770, tfa^ consisted oi twenty-seyeH thousand 
tniSies. Every tribe chooses its own ruler, who is caUed the 
fltarchiQis:* it is longsincetheyrelinquishedthfe privilege of being 
S»Teraed by a khan. The houses, or huts, which they inhabit 
dariiig winter, are built in the fashion of the Russia^ villages^. 
Hie principal part, winch the family possesses, as focnished 
wkk large benches, used either as seats or beds. The chimncf 
iiof a conical form, about five £eet high; and is in the middle 
of the apartment. The house is usually filled with smoke:, and 
iqr all descriptions, the economy of the whole place muat much^ 
Ksemble an Irish cabin. 

In summer, the Baschkirs inhabit tents covered with felt» 
which, like the huts, have divisions, and a chimney in the centner 
A vmter village contains from ten to fifty houses; but a summer 
encampment never exceeds twen^ tents. The mast opulent 
tit those who dwell to the east of Oural and the province -of 
Ittet. Some individuals of this nation are owners of not les# 
^ four thoosand horses, who fatten on.the richest pi^tufei 
A the valley till the month of Juiie; when the wasps' andiQlJ^ 
^Mects drive them into the niountains, there to keep ^pat^fmt 
«d 4ut vjitk th€ gQ<k^ till July xecala them >t<^tb(<'pjMilN(- 

2N 
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Like the patriiairchs of old, the principal wealth of this pcopk 
consists in their flocks and herds $ but, what may appear very 
extraordinary^ it is chiefly from their horses diat they derive 
the necessaries of life; meat, milk, vessels, and garments. • 

Primitive as these manners may seem, they are not without 
education; as there are few Baschkirs who cannot write and 
read. With some knowledge of tillage, they yet prefer the pas- 
toral life, which, though it may be contemplative employment, 
is certainly very likely to proi^e a lazy one. Sowing but little 
grain, their harvest must be very insufiicient for their wants. 
However, they supply them in various other ways, and partica* 
larly by die traific of honey. They apply with great success ts 
&e propagation of bees, making their hives in 'hollow trees for 
the safer protection fix>m wild animals and accidents. Fre- 
quently one man is the possessor of five or six hundred of these 
litde industrious commonwealths. I am ignorant of the Basch* 
kir mode of taking the honey; but from the value they affix to 
die bees,' i hope it is by a more humane method than that of 
smothering* 

The women employ themselves in weaving, fulling, and 
dyeing narrow coarse cloths; they likewise make the clothes 
for the whole family. The men, of the laborious classes, follow 
the harder toil of fabricating felts and tanning leather. Both 
Hexes wear linen spun from the down of nettles; and they cover 
their limbs with wide drawers which descend to" the ancle, (k 
their feet they wear the usual eastern slipper. All this is en- 
veloped in a long gown, generally red, bordered with fur, ^ 
fastened round the waist with a girdle, in which is placed the 
.dagger or scimitar. The lower orders, in winter, have s 
pelisse of sheep skins; the higher ranks wear a horse skin, is 
such a manner, that the mane flows down their backs, and 
waves in the wind. Their cap is cloth and of a conical shape, 
sometimes ornamented with fur, and sometimes plain, accord- 
ing to the wealth of the owner. This is their ordinary clothing* 
The garments of the women in the superior classes, are of silk, 
buttoned before as high as the neck; and fastened by a hroad 
dteel girdle. Their bosoms and throats are wrapped in a shawl 
4iUttK lif idi ^ings of beads, shells, and even coins. Their diver- 
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sions are circumscribed to religious ceremonies, births, 
marriages and burials; and a few other festivals peculiar to 
themselves. Their modes of rejoicing are, drinking plentifully 
of sour milk; (a beverage I have no ambition to partake in!) 
singing, dancing and horse racing. In their songs they enume* 
rate the achievements of their ancestors, or their own; and some- 
times interrupt their epic, by amatory ditties. Their songs ar« 
always accompanied by gestures; which add much to their ex- 
pression and effect. Their dancing is like that still practised by 
the common people of Russia to their Belloryicha (or lute), every 
one making strange faces, (perhaps the sour milk occasions 
these!) with as strange gesticulations of the hands, shouldera 
and hips. The motion of the feet is very gende; and the women, 
while thus contorting themselves, hold along silk handkerchief 
in their hands, which they cast about most wantonly. The use 
of the handkerchief is still preserved in Russia; and amongst 
the more refined movements of the nobility is transformed into 
the gracefid exercise called the shawl dance. 

The Baschkir soldiers are skilful in managing the bow^ and 
are dexterous horsemen. The military service they are obliged 
to perform, as a tribute to Russia for her protection, consists 
in sending three thousand troops at least to the field, on th^ 
first summons from the emperor. They do not seem to consider 
this as a yoke; but march forward with the cheerfulness of a 
people undertaking a voluntary campaign. They possess the 
Spartan virtue of being particularly respectful to old age. In all 
entertainments, the aged occupy the seats of honour; and as a 
compliment to strangers, they are placed next to the venerable 
fathers. The language of the Baschkirs is a Tartar dialect, but 
very different from that spoken at Kazan. They are Mahome* 
tans, and much addicted to all the superstitions of the east. 

As this strange people marched forward, I was so struck by 
their appearance, so peculiar, grand and picturesque; so totally 
different from any thing in our quarter of Europe, that I thought 
myself transported back many centuries. I was viewing the 
.armiesof Tschinghis-Khan, or Tamerlane! In short, I could 
not believe the scene to belong to the present times; and every 
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object conspired to preserve the illusioo. The. men were cased 
in shirts of mail, with shining helmets; and urtned with loo^ 
pikes, adorned at the top with various coloured pennons. Their 
other weapons were swords^ bows and arrows; eadi sheaf o{ 
the latter containing twenty-four. The bows were shorty and 
of the Asiatick form and materials, not well made; neither wer» 
their arrows carefully feathered, or straight. Yet, in spite of 
these disadvantages, their dexterity in shootbg at a distBDcet 
or at objects in rapid motion, is amazing. 

At the head of each squadron was carried a large standvd 
of a forked shape* Some were green, charged with gold figures 
of curious forms, embroidered on the stuff. Others were of red 
or white cloth with a single A in the centre. These people wcte 
generally robust, and of various strange physiognomies: and 
besides Bascbkirs, many succeeding squadrons were composed 
c£ large detachments from the Bucharian, Kalmuc, and other 
Tarur hordes. 

Their horses are small, and though hardy and active, not s 
hair more sightly than those used by the Cossacs* This little 
army was led on by two chiefs in very superb habits* A bright 
coat of mail highly polished, covered their body to the middle 
of the thigh* A well constructed helmet guarded the head, ac- 
companied by an equally ingenious protection for the neck, ii 
fcarlet kaftan hung from their shoulders down on the backs of 
two of the finest Persian horses I ever beheld: these, and diS' 
Icopardskinshubrach (or saddle covering), gave a magnificence 
to their appeaiwnce, and a union of effect which my little sketdi 
will perhaps convey* 

After the corps were passed, I called in at the govemor-ge<* 
nrral's; where I had the good feitune to meet with the com* 
mander of the Baschkirs, and to be introduced to him. His 
conversation was highly interesting; and as he satisfied mj 
perhaps troublesome curiosity, on the subject of his people, he 
delivered his replies with the most complacent goodnature 
His military band was ordered into the apartment, the odd in- 
struments of which were not a little entertaining. Theyj>layed 
on a sort of rude pipe, made of a hollow stick, about two feet 
long, and pierced with four holes* Independent of the music it 
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ABcmmed^ dief accompanied the notes widi a noise made in 
Aeir throats; uttering sounds in unison, but resembling th^ 
ttmesof a bird organ played under water. Hie 'means of pro** 
jucingthis inward piping must be very painful, as the practi* 
tioner holds his breath for so long a time that the blood rushea 
npidly into his face, and every muscle seems distended to tor- 
ture. There was harmony certainly in the music, but no beauty) 
iriidDess, but no padiost In short, take it all in all, it was unlike 
any diing you ever heard, excepting (if you ever did meet so 
oM a miion!) the tones of a bad eolian harp, accompanied by 
Ae drones of an old bagpipe. It was too dull to laugh at: and 
instdKl of inspiriting the soldiers thus led to the field, I should 
tbmk it very likely to drawl diem to sleep. I was very glad to 
torn from so tiresome a lullaby, to the voice of my intelligent 
BsKhkir; and to hear him speak of the merits of his troops, 
with a brave confidence honourable both to commanders and 
men. 

And to be sure, these troops may do very well when opposed 
to their neighbours of a similar discipline; but when competi- 
tm with the veteran French, I fear they will make a very sorry 
itiad. 

Teaterday a new body of a different race, marched through* 
They are the Kirgfaises, the ancient enemies of the Baschkirss 
bat now, forgetting former fedds, under the broad banner of 
fioasia, they assemble together against the common foe. During 
the reign of the empress Anne, this powerful people (being a 
mtion on the borders of China) committed themselves to the 
protection of Russia; and by their numbers and bravery much 
beibtatied the commerce and strengthened the frontiers of die 
eatpire. They are a warlike people; supposed to be descended 
hnm the Sarmates, a race who came originally from the East; 
and who, bodi under dieir ancient appellation, and the more 
modem one of Kirghises, held the Chinese in awe, and more 
than once shook that wonderful power to the foundations. 

Their territories, in which they have numerous towns, ex- 
tend bom the river Oural and the Caspian Sea eastward as far 
aa the Irtish, and the Altay mountains, the natural wall of 
Qdna. The sea of Oral, and Buckksria bound diem to the 
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south. This once formidable people, now become die ausdlta' 
ries of Russia, did not appear better appointed for efEciencjr 
against European troops, than the Baschkirs. They were armed 
with bows and arrows, and badly mounted. Their clothes were 
of the Eastern fashion, with blue kaftans and caps of variooi 
forms, some furred, and others plain, of the^ Chinese shape. 
The Kirghises resemble their neighbours of China in de 
character of their faces^ as well as in complexion and features* 

The troops were divided into bands of a hundred men. At 
the head of each, an officer carried its respective standard; not 
much unlike, both in colour and pattern, a common checquered 
silk handkerchief; but forked with points of a distinct dye. To 
every pike was also suspended a small pennon, serving to mark 
the division to which each individual was attached. The effect 
of all these standards recalled to my recollection the procession 
in Blue^ Beardj where there are almost as many ensigns of 
command, as men to command. 

Then followed a very fine corps indeed: the Kalmucs, vho 
are some of the best disciplined troops in the Russiail service. 
They sprung from the Huns; a people, who, many years after 
the descent of the Sarmates, overwhelmed the neighbouring 
nations of Russia. But why should I tell you who and what 
they were? when every schoolboy knows their origin; since, 
like the burner of the temple at Ephesus, they gave themselw 
to everlasting remembran<^e by the subversion of the RonwD 
empire, under their conquering Attila. 

The Mongoles, or Kalmuc Tartars, were descended of this 
victorious race: and marching from their patriarchal seat on the 
borders of China, towards the Oral and Caspian Seas; thcjr 
subdued the inhabitants of that vast tract of country; and 
mingling with the natives, in the course of time were so altered 
from their ancient manners, as to lose all apparent traces of 
their origin. Among the hives which they subjugated and in- 
corporated with themselves under the general name of Kalmuc 
Tartars, were the Turkomanes and the Kumenas pitched near 
the Caspian Sea; and several Sarmatian and Scythian swarms 
which dwelt more to the northward. These all made one 
people under the great Tschinghis-Khan; and following his 
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conquering banner, overran Buckkaria, Persia and all China. 
Their next spoils were to be found in Russia: and owing to the 
continued feuds between the separate princes, it became an 
easy prey to the victorious khan. In short, from the year 1223, 
when the prince of Kief sacrificed the empire to his jealousy, 
to that of 1554, did the Russians groan under th« Tartar yoke* 
But at that memorable period, the valiant arm of Ivan the 
Terrible not only gave freedom to his country,' but destroyed 
the Golden Horde of the Kalmucs, the seat of the khans, pur- 
lued the remnants of their power to Kazan and Astrakhan; 
and laying both cities in ruins, for ever after annihilated the 
sovereignty of Tartary. From that hour, instead of being the 
lords of Russia, the Kalmucs are its tributaries; and one of the 
marks of their subjection, is the duty of attending the tzar in 
his wars. 

If we be sensible to reflective awe, when standing over the 
ruins of some ancient magnificent structure; we cannot, on the 
same principle, behold the wreck of a once, powerful empire 
passing by, without feeling a respectful veneration for its former 
greatness. These were my sentiments during the Tartar pro- 
cession; and their consequent suggestions cost me some sighs, 
when I thought on what a baseless fabric rest all the glories of 
this world. The ambition of human nature, that never dying 
aspiration of the soul for fame (which is only another shape' in 
which the principle of a ceaseless lonffing after immortality 
clothes itself) starts, when suddenly struck with the transitory 
existence of sublunary advantages.. But half an hour^s reflection 
i&akes one smile at these regrets: and so, instead of occasional 
thought decking me with the dismal visage of the weejling phi- 
losopher, it always sends me out of school under Demicritus's 
colours. If this be not the effect of all thinking, it is but grave 
trifling: and if philosophy, divine philosophy! find not good in 
every things it loses its epithet, and is not worth a rush. 

But a truce to moralizing, and again to my Kalmucs. I in- 
close you a sketch of their figures and physiognomy; and I as- 
sure you I have not caricatured the latter in the least. The 
strong line of their eyebone is far more perpendicular than that 
of the Chinese. Hence we must suppose, if Tschingis-Khan 
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and the renowned Tamerlane resembled their dcaceiidsiits,thit 
Venus here showed her old enmity against the warlike Minerva, 
in the persons of her favourites; and while the one was blessed 
with the courage of Mars, the other was corsed with the aspect 
of Vulcan. So much for the Tartarian heroes* Being perhaps 
Well tired of their company, they shall make you their bow, 
with the temporary adieu of your very faithful friend. 



LETTER XXXIL 

St Petersburgh^ April, 1809^. 

HAVING to fulfil my engagements with the adnmalty, 
after many an anxious day, I left Mosco for St. Petersburgli 
late in February, and arrived here early in March. In that hos* 
pitable capital I had passed hours which endeared every aMe 
to my remembrance: and the inhabitants! how shall I cease to 
speak of them, who were to me as the kindest friends; and of 
some still more beloved, who blessed me with every hearttit 
delight that renders Eng^nd dear! 

•I have left Mosco for a short season I hope: but when I re- 
turn, it will not be to meet all whom I valued there. One, die 
most venerable of my friends; one, whose doors were ever open 
to me; whose tenderness cherished me as a parent, ts gone! Re- 
moved to her heavenly country; there to receive the reward of 
her virtues; the happiness allotted to the benefactress of the 
wretched, and the refuge of them who have no home. 

A few weeks before I quitted Mosco, died this revered wo- 
man. The instant I .was apprised of the event, I hastened to 
her palace. During her severe illness, those whom she honoup^ 
ed with her affection were seldom absent from her couch or 
antichamber. But let death s^ke when it will, the blow alwaya 
surprises the heart of a friend. Hope lingers for those we love, 
even till the moment life is extinguished. The real sorrow diat 
met my eyes on being led into the saloon where she lay, is mors 
than I can utter; but I felt it all. The room was filled widi hi- 
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shops and priests, and tender relations, chanting the requiem, 
and praying for the departed soul. The last time I had entered 
this state apartment it was then decorated for a ball; the walls 
bhzed with myriads of gay lights: the roof resounded with 
tnosic and the dance; and beauty, smiles, and splendor, beamed 
around. The venerable and illustrious mistress of the fete, she 
too was there, and sat amidst the general festivity, enjoying 
with an amiable .complacency the pleasures she diffused. All 
BOW was changed! I returned to the same chamber, but, O, my 
God! under what different feelings, and for what a different 
purpose! My soul was ten thousand times more wrought upon, 
Aan if I could have shed torrents of tears. The colour of mourn* 
log covered the walls, funeral tapers gleamed from the hands of 
the priests, and the draperies of a vast pall met my feet: where 
then was she whose maternal smiles had always greeted my en- 
traneef Bitter, bitter was that moment! It is the survivor's 
httut that pays the tax of death, not his who dies. . 

Many around me were weeping heavily: but the friend of my 
soul, the Uving representative of the departed Saint, stood like 
ft fixed statue of grief. The coflin was blessed by the bishops; 
the holy water bedewed it, and the shrouded body of the best 
and most revered of women was deposited in it for ever, at 
least for that ever which belongs to time, until the day which 
doses time's existence, and awakens man to the eternity of hea-* 
ven! The sight of that lifeless form called forth all that was wo--' 
aum in me. My gratitude, my sorrow, almost turned me Greek; 
sod hardly could I forbear falling on my knees, and joining in 
their prayers to the divine mercy for her peace and everlasting 
happiness. 

I afterwards saw her laid in the tomb: and as the earth closed 
wer her, the remembrance of all that she had been to me, of 
aO that she had blessed me with, of the precious part of her be- 
ing, that was to be mine for ever; made me feel indeed a son, 
aid more than filial tears bedewed her grave. Think then, my. 
friend, with what sentiments I left Mosco. Think how impa- 
tient I am to return to it, with that imperial sanction to my 
wishes, which will turn the house of mourning into that of. 

ml 

20 
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To perfonn my promise, and to obtain a greater, I cane to 
Sc Peteraburgh. But, on the very day in which I entered it, 
the sublunary lord of my fate, the emperor, left it* This was 
a new blow to ine. I had no resource but patience, andtoamit 
his return from the frontiers. Meanwhile, I am emplo}dngevefy 
hour in the fulfilment of my admiralty engagements, that I msy 
throw myself upon his goodness with a better grace> He was 
gone to join the army; proving, by every act, Jiow true he is to 
the cause; when he not only directs the helm of war, but ex* 
poses ills person to its hottest balls* 

On my arrival, I found our new ambassador the marquis of 
Douglas; and a political scene, somewhat different from thst^ 
Mosco. Ail there was arms and glory: but here commtrcid 
interest a little diluted the ardour of the people. The treaty of 
commerce with England had expired; and no hopes were en* 
tertained of its being renewed. The absence of the emperor, 
besides many obstacles in the imperial cabinet, travened die 
unremitted exertions of our ambassador; nothing satis&ctoiy 
on this head could be obtained. And indeed it is hardly to be 
expected that the leaders of the Russian commercial de(iart« 
ment, having learnt the value of their own commerce, aadthe 
manner of carrying it on; will again put such advantages out of 
their own hands. The native merchants have been our appreo* 
tices for near three hundred years; so we must not be surpriied 
they should now wish to set up for themselves, and reap die 
fruit of their own vineyard. To encourage them, is the interest 
of the nobles, whose vassals they in general arc ; and to see them 
prosperous is the delight of the monarch: for, considering hilkH 
self the father of all his people, tlie happiness of the lower ranks 
is not less his object than that of the higher. And to show the 
trading part of his subjects the respect in which they should ia 
future be held, a little while ago he gave them a magnificent 
dinner, at which he presided in person; and on leaving the 
apartment, presented each with a medal of himself, reversed 
with emblems of commerce. At present, the two great civic 
aims of this august monarch, are, to give gradual freedom to 
the vassals of the empire; and to estaUish its commerce on a 
wide and firm foundation. Notie can contemplate these pro* 
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jedB widiottt admiring the patriotic Alexander; and congratu* 
lating the people who are »o happy aa to be under his sway* 

Indeed, the difference betweeil him and his immediate pre- - 
deceisor must, to persons who have lived under both reigns, 
ifpear a translation from hell to heaven. The one seemed guid* 
ed by a caprice alone; the other always under the direction of 
right reason. Not an hour ago, I met in the street, one of the 
43D5liDg mementos of the emperor Paul's extravagances. Do* 
ring one of that monarch's visits to the dockyards, he observed 
a boor calking the bpttom of a ship with great diligence* 
" That seems a very clever fellow!" observed the emperon 
And drawing towards him, he examined his wofk with the 
most delighted scrutiny, 

" Admirably calked!" cried he, " you must be rewarded for 
Ais." 

The man, expecting a few rubles, prostrated himself in gra* 
titade before his sovereign. " Rise, rise;" cried the monarch; 
'^ I confer on you the rank of lieutenant-general!" certainly a 
lord high admiral would have been more in character with his 
narine employment. But the poor fellow sprung on his feet in 
a rapture; and, I am not sure whether he did not embrace the 
emperor. However, this did not satisfy Paul; but having him 
iiitandy clothed in the uniform belonging to his new dignity, 
he threw over his neck the badges of several military orders! 
The cdker was now made a lieutenant-general, but unmade as 
a rstional creature. So great was his ecstacy at this flood of ho- 
nours, diat his reason was overset; and ever after he lived a 
sad monument of human folly and human weakness. Yet I 
know not whether he is to be considered as a pitiable object 
either; for he seems perfectly happy. He has a handsome peil^ 
sion settled on him for life; and passes his time in walkii^ 
ibout the streets of St. Petersburgh in full military dress, de« 
oCKrated with his stars and ribbons; and accosting every man of 
rank he meets with the intimate salutation of a brother. It is 
pleasing to see how blest he considers himself with the pos- 
sessicm of his knighthoods, although he purchased them at the 
ei]>^nae of his wits. And indeed, when we consider the low 
sitaatioa from which the late emperor elevated him, it is ten t<» 
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one but his insanity has saved him a thousand mortificatioBS 
from the disdain of his now equals. It is evident from the ef- 
fect of his new dignity, that he was a proud man; and there- 
fore, had he preserved his senses, and met with contempt, it is 
most probable that he would have soon ended his ffeneralizti 
career with a broken heart. 

I had the honour of being presented to this curious per- 
sonage, when I was last at the residence? and tihis momiag, 
passing along the street, he descried me at a little distance; and 
hastily crossing the way, embraced me with open arms. The 
greeting, ** I am happy to see your exceilendy looking so well!" 
covered his rough features with smiles; and waving his head 
to and fro, as if all the dignities oi the world were plumed 
there; he talked with me, to my own door, as familiarly of 
counts and princes, as if he had been bom their equal, ilndhad 
passed his life in their councib. This little anecdote is a suffi- 
cient specimen of the mad caprice of the late monarch, and of 
its ridiculous and mischievous consequences* 

I am at present so thoroughly engaged in finishing my pic- 
tures for the admiralty, that you must not be surprised at the 
curtailed size of my letters; for, every time I dip my pen m 
ink to you, I rob the commemoration of the glories of Peter 
the Greaty of a few of its rays. In short, if I dp not sit close to 
them (so many other objects press upon my attention), I fear 
they will be most shamefully shorn of their beams: but remem- 
ber, I mean to say, that Peter's actions give their own light: 
my hand, by restoring them to the eye, merely puts aside the 
clouds with which time had obscured their brightness. 

My portrait of the tzar is finished, and already deposited in 
the great saloon of the hermitage, until that of the admiralty be 
prepared for its reception. At present I have the defeat of ad- 
miral Emshield, &c &c. to complete: and being engaged in sq 
many formidable achievements, will be a sufficient apology for 
the hasty adieu of your ever faithful friend* 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

I 

St. Petcwburgh, October, 180r. 

AFFAIRS of the greatest moment to your friend have kept 

, his journalising pen in its case during these many months: but 

yoQ arc too well informed of them, to need any apology for not 

transmitting a history of the public disasters i;vhich have so 

heavily struck at my private peace. 

The whole cry here is, the nonarrival of our troops off 
Diatzic; and he who till then greeted every Englishman as a 
brodier, now turns from even a friend of that nation with a cold 
bow of suspicion. The battle of Friedland has been lost, the 
treaty of Tilsit signed, and the whole face of affairs entirely 
dumged. I could hardly believe that I am awake, did I not 
feel in every nerve the alteration which stabs my happiness, I 
lee two countries that I love, on the point of variance: I see 
more in prospect than my heart at present can bear to dwell on. 

The French general is in St. Petersburgh as ambassador. 
He carries himself with all the gorgeous parade of the court he 
represents; and drives about in an equipage more becoming an 
eastern satrap than a hardy soldier. Splendid as his externals 
may be, I cannot find a similar refinement in his manners. I 
was told that the other day he dined in company where some 
of our countrymen were present. The conversation fell on mili- 
tary affairs. Egypt was mentioned; and an English gentleman, 
meaning to do a courtesy to the French general, paid some 
compliments to the conduct of Menou at Alexandria. 

" Ay," cried the Frenchman, " but had one of Napoleon's 
boats been there, Alexandria had never fallen to the British.'* 

What Englishman's blood did not rise at this reply? and 
what ought to have been the silencing answer? 

" Where then were these mighty boats that Napoleon did 
not bring them to the siege of Acre?." 

No response could be made to this: and the blushes of every 
Frenchman present were not requisite to declare the mortify- 
ing consciousness that their emperor had been beaten^ and by 
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an Englishman* The man still lived who had made him i^^ 
who had driven him from the holy land he had polluted widi 
apostacy; and who, by that heaven directed action, locked the 
gates of the east against his menaced usurpations! As the proud 
duke of Austria trembled before the name of the ^rst Oturit 
Lion^ the no less haughty emperor of the French must ever 
start at that of the second. 

You will be surprised that I should be unable to say maA 
of the French general, from my own personal knowledges he 
possessed no magnetic powers over me, and therefore I keptu 
due a distance as I liked. 

My lord'Gower (having succeeded the marquis of Douglai, 
now gone into the interior to visit Mosco), received a oott 
from the government, intimating, that as a British ambassador 
he was no longer necessary at the court of St* Petersburgh. 
Every thing is now preparing for his departure; and conse- 
quently, as the French interest is gaining ground, the Britiah 
decGnes. All of our nation are eager to leave the coittitiy. 
Changed indeed is the face of things! But as it is the geocnd 
idea that the new amity cannot last, and as abiding in the em- 
pire, under my peculiar circumstances, would militate against 
my feelings as an Englishman, who considers the duties he 
owes his king, and his own charatter as a loyal Briton, as pa- 
ramount to all other interests; I shall make the esorliest appli- 
cation for my passports. 



Novenher. 
Since 1 wrote the above, the new ambassador has arrived 
from Paris to replace the old, who returns to his master. This 
man is even less polished than his predecessor, or else a boMer 
professor of the law which makes all means admissible to serve 
a desired end. Indeed, so little decency has he in vaunting his 
bloody deeds, that when a lady of rank, the other day, asked 
him how he could get any person^ hardhearted enough to shoot 
the duke d'Enghein, he replied with the greatest coohiess, " 
madam, I took care of that.** With neither of these diptemaOc 
gentlemen h^ve I any acqusuntance; so^ my dear friend, yott 
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^'iMst excuse me aeading jou no better specineiis of their 
Adits* 

In die midal of these political revofutions, which are on the 
poiat of dividing me for a time from the object moat precious 
to me on earth, I have received the painful intelligence of the 
death of my illustrious friend, the venerable prince Gallitzen. 
Of such stuff is this life composed! Separations! Deaths! They 
are hard tugs upon the heart. But Hope, my friend, that smi* 
log iwgel, looks in; and Despair, just lowering over the soul, 
IS put to flight* I thank God for having given her to me as a 
sweet comforter through all my ills: and even under this heavy 
diuppointment, when the rupture between two mighty nations 
epeos a gulf between me and my happiness; even now she pro- 
nises br^lerdays to come, and I find the pangs of separation 
less intolerable. 

This seems the very season of afBiction* The poor queen of 
Geoigta has also breathed her last sigh. The prince Bagration 
was of her family; and during her seclusion in Russia, she felt 
knelf stiU a sovereign, while listening. to accounts of the com- 
manding virtues of her kinsman. She was to be buried with a 
(KMnp suiuble to her rank; and I went to the great perspective 
to be a spectator of the ceremony. 

The emperor and the grand-duke, with the court, attended; 
and also a procession of four thousand men, with twelve pieces 
of cannon, and their military bands. The solemn tones of the 
dirges, and the awful response of the minute guns as the line 
proceeded, had a very striking effect. The rich habits of the 
bishops and priests, with those of the imperial family and the 
court, and the long blackrobed mutes bearing torches, by die 
extraordinary variety and mingling of the gay colours of life, 
with the mourning hues of death, increased the reflections of 
the observer, and deepened the melancholy of the scene.^ 

The coffin, covered witha magnificent pall, was borne on a 
Iner, and supported by ten men in military habits. Over their 
beads a canopy was carried, feathered and crowned according 
to her royal dignity. Several noblemen preceded and followed 
the body, bearing on embroidered cushions the various insignia 
of a sovereign. Thus passed the queen of Georgia! The scene 



296 TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

was fraught with such food for meditation; and meditatioiis 
which, in these portentous timps, are so Cassandra-like in their 
prognostics, that I hurried from the church, quite in the dis- 
mals, to talk over the past, present, and to come, with my dear 
Mosco friend, now arrived in St. Petersburgh. 

My pictures I had finished. They were deposited in the 
hermitage with that of Peter the Great; and I now only wait* 
cd for my passport to carry me across the frontiers into Swe- 
den* It was the depth of winter, and I ordered the necessary 
equipages for that sort of travelling. The passport was sent to 
me. All was now closed with me in Russia, exc^ept to take my 
leave of the innerial head of the court in which I had experi- 
enced so much kindness. I was received with a condescensioa 
that redoubled my every hope; and as I received the most gra- 
tifying marks of the amiable Alexander's approbation, and in- 
terest in my fate; I withdrew from his presence with senti- 
ments of never dying respect and gratitude, and with the dear 
conviction that ^^ it would not be long before peace would re- 
unite the two countries, and bring me back to Russia and to 
happiness!" 

That night I slept not. I passed it in the saloons of some of 
my best friends; and freighted with many a gende sigh to 
distant England, I parted from some. But from others, than 
friendship dearer! their tears are yet upon my check: and the 
blessings of those whom heaven, by age, seems particularly to 
have consecrated to itself, still dwell on my head; and I trust 
were not breathed in vain. 

The tenth of December, five in the morning! Remember 
that this day is the most fearful of his life to thy fortune-per- 
secuted friend. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Abo, December, 1807. 

ON the tenth of December I left St. Petersburgh for 
StockholiQ; having had a couple, of kibitkas made on a 
lighter and larger construction than those used in Russia, 
and better adapted to the Swedish roads. One of these vehi* 
des was for myself, and the other for my honest servant 
Gerard Schmidt. The hospitality and attention of my friends^ 
provided me with every portable necessary £^r the journey; 
which at this season of the year is both tedious and dangerous* 

I found the roads good; and got on very rapidly through 
Russian Finland. This part of the empire is flat and marshy; 
covered with huge masses of granite, standing so thick in 
some places, as at a distance to bear the appearance of consi- 
derable villages. These deceptions, no doubt, often occasion 
bitter disappointment to the foot traveller vwho, worn with 
btigue and hunger, hopes a few steps farther to find rest and 
refreshment: but drawing near, meets an assemblage of solitary 
stones! Vast tracts of this country are thinly scattered with 
low and meagre fir-trees; the aspect, consequejitly, is very de- 
solate; but whether it be really as bad as it seems, I will not 
pretend to say: ibr while the bosom of nature is so overspread 
with snow, it is impo^ible to form a right judgment of its cul* 
tivation. 

The Finlanders are of a small stature, sharp featured, and 
usually without any apparent beard. They have light complex- 
ions; with fair hair, worn long and uncombed on each side of 
^eirhead. Brown woollen kaftans short to the knee; with 
loose black pantaloons and boots, make up their apparel. Now 
^ then, as a wonderful finery, a sort of worked decoration 
adorns their upper garments. Their caps are unvaryingly of the 
same shape. In short, seeing one Finlander is seeing them all; 
and my sketch is as like their rude exterior as if it had been 
cut out by one of their own taylors. A most barbarous animal, 
you will think I have made of the poor Fin: but I must say, 

2P 
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in excuse for so inveterate a likeness ^ that take them altogether^ 
their appearance is ten times more savage than Ae grimmest 
Russian I ever met, wrapped like n wild beast in his haiiy 
shoub. Certainly the description is not so bearish, but the 
reality would convmce you at once of their hideous tout ensm* 
ble; to account for it, I refer you to better physiognomists in 
faces ^d garbs; for, that the Fins are so frigfatful, , 

•• The*reason tHiy, I eannot tell; 
But so it is> dear Doctor Fell !'' 

Viboi^ was the first town of any magnitude I passed throagh: 
and in that place I presented the governor with my passport 
who countersigned it, and treated me very civilly. The town 
is a seaport, and the capital of a government which beah its 
name; it is also a bishop's see; and carries oo a considerable 
trade with England. Peter the First took it from the Swedes 
in 1710, improved its fortifications, and Russia has ever since 
retained it as one of her strongest bulwarks against that brave 
people. 

I found the inns large and dirty: a very usual property, ycm 
will think, of all receptacles for travellers on these nprtbert 
roads. Ay, and on every road that I have travelled, aouA- 
ward, eastward, and westward, excepting England. Our little 
island possesses not a more striking characteristic than the 
cleanliness and comfort of its habitations^ from the palace t9 
the cot, inns, and even alehouses included. 

The hotel of Viborg was rendered still more prolific in all 
manner of filthy abominations, by a party of soldiers quartered 
there; the whole city being filled with Russian troops. The 
villages around were likewise overflowing with this militai}' 
flood, on its passage to the frontiers of Sweden. As I followed 
the track, I passed numerous regiments on their march: their 
cannon, war carriages, troops of Cossacs, and other accompa*' 
niments; sometimes proceeding in scattered parties, and at 
others, halting in groups of various positions, could not fail of 
producing picturesque and interesting scenes. Thirty thousand 
men, I am told, is the present Russian force in Finland. And 
to me it will be surprising, if they do not feQ upon Sweden 
much sooner than that kingdom expects the attack. 
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On my approtch to the borders, I (bund Ac country become 
hilly, and assume a more savage outline* The mountainous 
vmI nigged scenery of Salvator Rosa, will give you a yery 
just idea of the face of this wild country. It is the very theatre 
in which a romance writer would place his supernatural visi- 
tants, or a painter his banditti. When the snow is off, I have 
BO doubt that the return of warmer suns will crown many of 
diese now barren^rocks with a verdure, %hidi, in some places^ 
must soften intp beauty their prevailing grandeur. The eye 
and the imagination, fatigued with a too prolonged gaze on 
gigantic nature, turn with delight to the little green valley^ 
where some cottage lurks, embosomed in trees, promising rest 
sad cheerfulness with its humility. 

Aberforce is the last of the Russian possessions in this es* 
tensive provyice, which anciently was called Carelta; and now 
marics the boundary of the Russian empire on the side of Swe- 
den. Here my baggage was examined, and aU the imperial 
coin and paper money taken from me, for which I received 
Siredish in exchange. Having showed my passport to the 
commanding officer, and passed the lines, in a few minutes I 
was no longer in the territories of Alexander; I no longer 
breathed the air of the same empire with one, who was as 
part of my own being. Call me not romantic! but at that mo- 
ment I found the pangs of separation renewed afresh; and had 
I not had the remembrance of the parting graciousness of its 
aogust monarch to quiet my anxieties, with what a redoubled 
fjloom should I have prepared myself to encounter the gulf 
that was yet to divide me further! But Hope, my faithful ally, 
rose again before me; and I willingly followed her visionary 
light, as I lay wrapped up in my kibitka, till she seemed to 
alight on the temple of Concord, and reunite the hands of 
Russia and England. Ah, my friend! had the shrewdest seer 
that ever pretended to read the stars, have told me three years 
ago, that the political conduct of two great empires, in the year 
1807, would immediately influence my future fate, I should 
have laughed at so pompous a prediction for so insignificant a 
personage, and have told the prophet, that the storms on the 
mountains would never reach my humble deft* But so it is:. 
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and peace or war opens to me all my joys, or shuts them from 
me, with bars more impenetrable than walk of iron. , 

Haying left Aberforce, which is nothing more than a long 
line of hills, well defended with huge bulwarks of granite, I 
passed over a low piece'of neutral territory, that in a few mo- 
ments brought me to. the Swedish frontiers. Here I found s 
very slender guard; and after the usual formalities, passed 
through them with great ease. I was rather surprised to fiad 
so slight a defence opposed to the coming, enemy; but as I 
proceeded my astonishment increased, as I rarely saw anf 
thing bearing the least affinity with arm^: and when I re- 
called the large army I had just quitted, on the full march to 
overwhelm this country, I was totally at a loss how to accouat 
for so unguarded U security. Either the information diey 
receive must be very bad, or some policy is carrying on be- 
yond my comprehension; for, I cannot seriously suppose that 
Baron de Steddinge, the worthy representative of the royal 
Gustavus on the frontiers, would allow so hostile an -appear^ 
ance to escape his vigilance. Whatever may be the occult 
reason for the present tranquillity, all is at perfect rest in Swe- 
dish Finland. Liberty and comfort smile every where; peace 
sits on every countenance, and decorates the landscape, as if 
this had been her chosen reign for many a year. The view 
was delightful; and had I not been sure that Bellona was at my 
heels, ready to bum up their present and promised happiness, 
I might have enjoyed th.e scene; but the prospect of its im- 
pending destruction, like the mystical lore of the Scottish 
>v^izard, disturbed my fancy; and I was glad to press forward. 
-The means of travelling rapidly do not fall c^ in Swedish 
Finland. The horses are smaller than those on the Russian 
side; but their motion in descending the hills is so swift, as to 
be really terrific. Every thing seemed to partake of the activit}' 
of these animals; for although they were obliged to be sent 
for, at different stages, from the neighbouring boors, yet all 
was despatched with such promptitude that I was detained a 
very short time at the posthouses, and speeded -on my journey 
almost as quickly as in England. Ui.^ l 

There is nothing particularly striking or singular in the 
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dresa of the people. Tlieir couotenances resemble the lower 
dasft of Germans; and their manners are goodnatured, with a 
licde aUoy of iqq^sitiveness, which, though teasing to stran- 
gers, is a sign of their i)eing on the alert; a sure promise of 
fonire improvement* Curiosity is the soil ibr a rich mental 
harvest: and where it is not, you may sow and sow; but it rots 
where it lies, having no vigour in the bed to change its state 
and excite it to fructify. It is a duty of a legislator to put to 
good use this propitious disposition in a people. 

I cannot pass any encomiums on the towns and villages I 
travetted through in my way to Abo. The road leading to this 
city grows very hilly, and in the line of couptry strongly re- 
sembles the north of Ireland. Cultivation seems not to be 
neglected, for through the snowy veil which covered the £ice 
of the ground, I could perceive the signs of numerous inclo- 
sttres, intersecting the valleys, and climbing up the sides of the 
hills. These divisions were marked with long thin bodies of 
felled trees, laid in an oblique direction, and supported at due 
distances by uprights of stronger wood, like the fences used in 
the northern parts of America. 

Abo is a place of great repute, is considered the capital of 
Swedish Finland, and is situated in a hollow between two high 
and naked granite hills, on the point where the gulfs of Both- 
nia and Finland unite. The town has a good harbour, itith 
every other maritime convenience. In 1620, that mirror of 
princes, the great Gustavus Adolphus, founded a gymnasium 
here, which his daughter the queen Christina,' a few years 
afterwards changed into an academy, and endowed with the 
same privileges as Upsala. The only royal court of judicature 
in Finland is held at this place; and here the governor of the 
provbce usually resides. It is also a bishop^s see. The church 
is large and of brick; built, they tell me, by a Metropolitga 
named Henry, who was an Englishman. I did not look at it 
vith the less regard, you may believe, from these circum- 
stances. The organ may be ranked amongst the best in £u- 
i^pe; its tones indeed equalled any I had ever heard: and as 
the notes of the singers accompanied them, I know not whe- 
ther there were really a resemblance, 6r that the idea of the 
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femider pot fan^y in fhe place of fact into my head, but cer- 
tainly I thought the voice of one of the choristers resembled 
the tones of one with whom you are very well acquainted; but 
he rose from his seat, and there ended the likeness. Sure^ 
nothing more quickly recals the images of the absent, thui 
hearing tunes that they have admired, or sounds rcsembfing 
, their own voice. I started when I heard those in the church of 
Abo; and almost thought I was in the pariour in G s 
listening to the air with which you sung the wdrds of our 
fiivourite hero, The pbimc of war ^ with early laurels crowned! 
Nature, you see, is very consistent. What reminds travellers 
of their friends, recals exiles to their country: who can forget 
the power of the Ranz des Vaches^ over the Swiss solvent 
And which of us Britons, were we even enjoying all the luxu* 
ries of life in a foreign dime, could suddenly hear the well 
known notes of Rule Britannia^ and not feel his heart aad sod 
fly back tp England^ 

Having left the choir, I examined the monuments of Ae 
chureh; but met with litde gratification, as they possessed no 
interest, except to the families whose relatives they cover* 
They are generally fiat stones on the pavement, or against the 
walls,, without graces, either of architecture or inscriptioo. 
One I observed rather more eminent than the rest; and found 
it to be the last bed of general Wedderbum, a Briton who died 
in the service of Sweden about two centuries ago. I visited die 
university. The institution is admirable; and the new edifice 
for the use of the students is in great forwardness, and seems 
to promise both convenience and beauty. The streets of the 
town arc narrow, and the houses genendly built of wood, pre- 
cisely in the common Russian style; differing only in the dear 
essentials of being always aired and clean. The river Aurojo- 
chi winds through the city to the gulf; and when the navigation 
is open, this is a place of considerable trade and consequence* 
During the period of traffic (when spring unlocks die seas), 
regular boats are kept for the purpose of conveying passengers 
and their equipages direct across to Stockholm; which short 
voyage generally lasts no longer tlian from fourteen to twenty- 
four hours. Thus gliding gently over the waves, the hi^py he 



m SWEDEN. 303 

who travels under aummer sans, avoids the incoAveniencies of 
stoppages, the expen^ve wretchedness of the blands, and 
lands himself fresh and gay on the opposite shore. 

The winter vehicles of this country differ materially from 
those of Russia, being extremely light, narrow and long, sel- 
dom shorter than ten feet* The person or pevu>ns sit in the 
centre; and he wKb drives stands behind: a aeat as sometimca 
' afixed, whereon die whip may sit if he pleases* 

Having seen all worthy observation at Abo, aldiou^ tho 
Rttss consul Mr* Brumm, and also the governor, to whom I 
faroogfat letters, have behaved with the greatest attention to me^ 
yet I shall remain as short aidme as possible; being eager, by 
immediately facwg the dangers of a passage through the guJI^ 
to prevent the accumulation of more, and to get over the 
present collection, as fast as possible. I am told that Ulysses 
sever met whh more horrible perils amongst the isles of the 
Sfrcas, iham I am to encoimter amidst the isles of Bothnia* 
I fear ther wfll be in less agreeable shapes than beautflul 
women; and expecting rather to meet with sea storms than sea 
Bjrmphs, I commit myself to your orisoni; hoping soon, froi^ 
Stockholm^ again to sign myself your Csithful friend* 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Warsala« Iiles of Bothni*, December, ISfiT. 

I AM now ingulfed, my good friend! When I shall set foot 
on terra firma^L^m I cannot prognosticate. Nought is aroani 
me but shoals of ice and barren rocks: if I had an enemywki*- 
ed enough to enjoy my polar banishment, how happy would 
he be now! I am arrived to the very acm4 of northern db* 
comfort; and cbuld scarcely be, worse off were I encountering* 
with the unfortunate Ajust, the cimmerian depths of the Greea- 
land seas. But I will not anticipate my narrative; in dueordtf 
you shall have my exit from Abo. 

Well then, on Monday morning, I, and my faithful SquirCi 
sallied forth in our kibidcaa towards Elsing, a village about 
six Swedish miles from Abo, and the last collection of houses 
thit is resorted to by passengers taking the direct road across 
die gulf to Stockholm. Here I rested a little while to recoa? 
noitre my movemeqts; and so dreary was the proq)ect, aod 
dismal the accounts which the natives gave of the voyage tt 
this season of the year, that ray impatience to reach the 
Sewdish capital, seemed hardly an excuse for the boldness of 
the enterprise. However, I had reason enough to determine 
me: Schmidt was willing to follow his master; and notwith* 
standing the fearful portents, we prepared to attempt the first 
island. What increased the hazard, was the unsettled state of 
the weather; which, freezing one hour, and thawing the next, 
rendered the greater part of the ice on the gulf too weak » 
bear our kibitkas, and yet too strong to allow of its being 
broken to admit the action of a boat. I'his representation did 
not quite convince me; and on inquiring further I was toU, 
that on examining the passages. It was found that an inter- 
mingled fluid and frozen mode of conveyance might be pos- 
sible. 

I therefore sought for a part of the gulf hard enough to start 
from; and at last lit upon a pretty open space still in a liquid 
state, at some distance from which the ice seemed thick 
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WMgh to bear our weight. On the proclamation of this dis- 
coveiy, a number of villagers of both sexes turned out to 
escort and assist us over. Each was provided with an iron 
pointed staff; and some carried the addition of a hammer* 
liesded ax, in order to sound the way, or to break the ice 
when necessary. My kibitkas were each placed in a separate 
host, and our Uttle troop embarked with them. A short time 
Woaght na to the frozen part on which I had fixed my eye; 
the natives got out first to try its strength, but to my no small 
disappointment, found it so weak that it hardly bore them^ 
wives. Their only resource for me, was to break a passage, by 
means of their axes and the prow of the first vessel: and thia 
tbey did with most indefatigable labour, till we penetrated 
through the midst of the congealed plain to the distance oi 
three quarters of an English mile. 

' During this toil, we had a tremendous gale of wind, attend- 
ed by so piercing a sleet, that the breaking up of the surround* 
lag iee was threatened, which must have inevitably ingulfed 
HI aU, moat serioualy ingulfed! for my companbns expected 
no less, for some dreadful hours, than that the bursting and 
Mbbg ice would overwhelm us for ever. However, we found 
tift frozen fluid grow stronger as we drew nearer the island; 
sad it soon, most happily, allowed us to haul the sledges from 
the boats, and proceed, if not on firm land, on firm ice, towards 
the shore. • 

With the men and women dragging the sledges (on which 
you must remember our kibitkas are fastened), and at every. 
Tsrd, striking our footing, to sound its thicknesa; after a cold^ 
vetandbenunibing perambulation, we at length reached War- 
Bsla. But what did we meet? not the warm comforts which would 
have cheered us from even the wave beaten cottage of a poor 
Seot, had we landed in a rough night on one of our stormy 
Hebrides; but such chilling wretchedness, such dirt and penu- 
ly were exhibited here, that I had much ado to persuade my- 
lelf not to prefer returning to the dangers of the gulf, before 
passing a nig^t in so miserable a spot. But had I decided so, 
ny conveyors would not; 9iid forced to be resigned to what 
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«ra8 itiCTitaUe, I entered a hovel, fitter to be tlie dtn of lei^ 
^iftonsterd than a habitatton for the human race* ' 

* Hie hire cfaitmed by my Finlanders for their aquaftie 8e^ 
vices, was thre^ rix doUats, — a toleralble sum, though hatdf 
I earned; for, cettainly^ their labour, and the ftsques they nn, 
would hare been ill paid by thrice as much. &ut danger k didt 
harrest. Duf hig the perilous state of the waters at this ae«ea 
^f ihe year, the demands of the islanders for any elenitnsf 
this kiiid^ are seldom so moderate. The price they claifli being 
totally of their own fi:King, impositions, and erery act of kittveiy 
towards the poor traveller, are commonly the practice. Thit 
artifices, and the ignorance of foreigners in iktt language oftkft 
country, tknd the uncertain value of the current money, dl con* 
^pire to fill the purses of the natives, and to empty tfmse of dit 
unlucky wayfaring strangers. 

Having got over die dreiuy night in fhia noisome place, I 
found, to my no smdl discomfiture, that to stir the nett dtf 
was impossible. The ice, all around, was in a ^orse stale thia 
on the preceding evening, llmt day passed, and another, vai 
another; and still no hope. Every morning I ordered die ice 
to be tried; and every morning I retutned from Ae esperimeat^ 
musing on the blessing of patience. 

What litde strength the el^ement possessed lay on the £!»■(; 
side, for two or three other travellers arrived, to increase At 
wants of our houseless and famishing garrison. This isfiurft 
like Hiost others in its neighbourhood, is nothing more tfaan> 
huge rock, thinly covered with a meager soil, harcfly suficient 
tb yield the hihabitants a little grass as a gala treat for a t^% 
or a^ much putee for themselves as will sustain natttre* *Thcii^ 
are not more than twenty-five habitations In the whole ishtti 
These are divided into two groups of hovels on separate pallJ 
6f the rock, and comprise all the popuhition and accommoda- 
tion of the place. Bach house that pretends to any emiiieB* 
over the rest (which are only a coujde of posthouses}, posseist* 
k windmill close to its side; and within, consists of oneia^ 
kitchen, which is refettory, dormitoiy, and as many ctc^em 
as you choose to add to its capabilities. Here the famity, <l^ 
md night (and other live stock besides), all pig together; leaving 
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f better room, with one solitary bed in it, as a reserve for tn^ 
vellers. Think theo, with two such miserable hotels in the 
whole island, what is the distress when perhaps half a dozen 
parties are weatherbound here for weeks! 

The wherewithal to satisfy hunger^ is simple and circum- 
•cribedi viz. black bread, with a most nauseous beer; and b^ 
way of luxury, a little bad salt fish: the less the better! you will 
mfiwd I am so perfecdy of your mind, that had I been doomed 
to such provender, I must have contented myself with their 
Spartan bread alone; for I most assuredly would have left the 
beer and die fish, either to their more Hottentot appetites, or 
u a peace offering to n^ jailers, the waves* Hence you see the 
secesspq^, on one of these voyages, to be provided with eveqc 
Amg in the provision way; even to loading your^kibitka with 
as weighty burthens as accompanied Sir Francis Wronghead's 
journey to London. My stock, both of aliments and patience, 
iras wearing out so fast, that I thought it expedient to dare 
aoother'trial on the gulf. I knew^ if I waited till we might em- 
birk without any danger, I should remain in Warsala till the 
ipring; and therefore, determining to make the essay next 
morabg, I called my servant to prepare for a second launching^ 

My host, an old rascally postmaster, who preferred our dol- 
lars before his own honesty, after having imposed upon us by 
bis extortions, now sought to intimidate me from proceeding, 
bf a thousand lies* However, I was resolved; and engaging to 
give the peasants a very handsome price for their assistance, 
attended by Schmidt, and my train dragging the boats and.ki- 
Utkas after us, I set off early in the morning, wrapped m my 
Russian shoub, and walking many miles up to my knees in wa- 
ter on the ice. At a certain spot we entered the boats, and got 
on ar little way; or rather I should say, got into a labyrinth of 
iccshoals and impediments of every kind. Here we beat about 
for several hours, and at last, as ill luck would have it, or as if 
apme malignant fate destined me to perish in this loathsome 
iiUnd; after all the labpur^ danger and pain we had undergone, 
I was obliged to return to Warsala in Uie middle of the night 
fallowing, wet, benumbed and sulky. 

Here then I am again, with the happy prospect of passing. 
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Heaven knows how many, more days in cold, filth and famine! 
I wish the sea would, some time or other, do this island the fa- 
vour of a thorough washing; and then, I am sure, more living 
creatures of the creeping and jumping' species would be drovn- 
ed in the flood, than ever filled the waters at the general deluge. 
I can safely say that the sort of evils which annoy me here, * 

Come not in single spies; but in battalions! 
Happy are those beings who bring into the world such hardi- 
hood of the senses, that they can as pleasantly encounter « 
common sewer as a bed of flowers; or sleep in a pigsty aa 
comfortably as on ^a clean mattrass! Cleanliness, you will reaSity 
believe, is the chief of the dii penates I worship in my travels. 
Give me clean straw, clean water, and a clean crust, and I could 
voyage it from the zenith to the nadir without a murmur: but 
castiness is as bad to me, as the spear in the faces of the young 
Romans: when it appears, I could gladly turn my back. 

On my return to the island, I found a very worthy country- 
mai^ of our own, who had been there fourteen days before I 
first arrived; who remained the following eight in which I was 
imprisoned; and who like myself, is now threatened with per- 
haps other eight or fourteen more, to be enjoyed in this ddcc- 
. table spot! While my patience was oozing out at every pore, 
he sat contentedly, smiling at my disappointment, and tryingto 
argue me into the belief that dirt was no evil. He then good- 
humoredly laughed at his own rhetoric; and bringbgmeto 
acknowledge, that in certain cases, delicacy, or even regard for 
common decency, was no good, I became a little better recoil' 
ciled to endure. 

From the mascuEoe vocations of the females here, their 
persons, of course, cannot be of the loveliest mould. Active as 
men, they are as robust; and soon lose the tender complexion 
of their own sex, in the rough exterior of ours. They work like 
horses, both winter and summer, in assisting travellers to pass, 
by this route, to Stockholm; and you will see them for hours 
up to their middle in the snow water, and tuggmg at the boats 
or sledges, without present fatigue or after injury. 

Their dress consists of a woollen bedgown of gay colours lo 
'Stripes; their stockings are commonly either blue or red, with 
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•riippered shoes. Bat th^ part of their toilet which soonest 
strikes a stranger's eye, is the headdress. I am tsM it is 
peculiar to this island; and indeed it is by no means devoid of 
taste. The hair must be drawn up to the top of the head, and 
there roQed into a sort of knot; being smoothed at the sides, 
and well plastered with beer, it not oidy receives a polish from 
the fluid, but is kept steady in its shape. Round diis mass of 
hair, on the crown, is fixed a kind of diadem composed of 
beads, bugles, &c. of various colours; which ornament com- 
pletes the coiffure: the whole having the air of a Greek head- 
dress, more like a nymph of Paphos than of Warsala; and 
which, were it on a truly feminine and beautiful woman, would 
loot remarkably graceful and becoming. 

At last, thank God! a frost promises in earnest. We are going 
to tty our fortune; and have every prospect now, of bidding 
diis blessed island a long adieu! My dear friend, wish us good 
speed; and I will hail you from the next. 

January, 1808. > 

The attempt was made. The old adage led us on, ^ success 
rewards the brave!" and under its cheering banner, the whole 
Tillage turned out as usual; and being provided with boats, &c« 
we once more said farewel to Warsala, and committed our- 
selves to the gulf. We passed over six English miles of ice 
with safety and comparative comfort; and soon came to an open 
water, where we launched our boats and kibitkas, and prepared 
for a voyage. All went on so far well; and my hopes seemed 
quite happy in the certainty of reaching the neighbouring isle. 
An hour carried us to a frozen channel; but the prows of ^our 
bvques'soon made it separate; and thus we proceeded, pioneer- 
iag our passage for several miles, until we were again so sur- 
rounded and retarded by blocks of ice, that to make an inch 
DAore way was impossible. And to add to this present dilemma, 
it continued freezing with such rigour that die people said it 
would be madness to contend any longer with such terrific • 
obstacles; we must return immediately to Warsala (what ft_ 
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kMU waa timt!) or reeigii ourseliFes to be froeen up in cntfrn 
9^n% sUmi&Wf to tjsut ntntm loss of all our liwss. 

Debate was no longer possible: b^t tbs peasaaly ven is 
RWiu-e of the danger, than without awaitiiig any or4m bom 
gdO) thef .|irepaiied to retuni* Aad» after tenfold more difficult 
ties and fistigue than we had before espenenced, about torn 
o'clock in the following morning, I again found nifedf indw 
wretched hovd; almost despairing, thai for some oniepeatt4 
sia J am doomed to a^ii<r a prisoner ^ in the^thrilkngr^im 
of thick ribbed iceP' 

During my comfortable tonr on die gidf, I mpre tfasa onot 
thought of what a voyage this would be for one of the teoder 
sex. It has been dared by some ladies on eiEtrnordin«7 occir 
sbns; but when I looked around, I only wondered bow ihejr 
survived the heator of the scenes how they outlived the ripqui 
of colds, and the thousand miseries to which their gende farmk 
amid such inclemencies, must be subjected* 

This period of the year is, of all others, the most uopropi* 
tious for crossing the gulf, the waters being neither opea doc 
closed; but ever changing their state, to the great annoymoe 
and danger of the traveller. 

During the summer months, the journey must be highly m* 
mantic and. interesting. The mode of travelling is theneaqr* 
Every side of the gulf presents objects teeming with natiinl 
beauties. The varied hue of the islands; some of a russet 
brown, whitened over with sea fowls; ^others, green and ove^ 
hanging with cottages, perched like eagles' nests among the 
rocks; must fill the eye with pictures, deserving the peni^il oft 
Loutherbourgh or Claude Lorraine. * 

Arvo, JanuAry, 1808. 

You would perceive that newyear's day found me in tbst 
detestable island. How bitter was the comparison with tfar 
last! I was then at Mosco, in a paradise; I was now at Ws^ 
sala, in a hyperborean hades^ and likely to remain for six 
months to come! 

Four or five days more passed; and I assure you I began te 
think of turning Robinson Crusoe at once, and, with my 
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firilhfid Prkfiiv^ ilMot^itag wyuU but « decent'dWctliflg fai one 
of the rocks; when • fiiVotirAble hour put ottr prcject to flight; 
hf waltf ng a ptitf of pe«>|de ham the rtty itknd to wbkh I 
weoted to gb« ^Tfae wMer ^t briiigt wiH ttk^/^ aaid my s^* 
gadous attendant; so seizing the happy mommt^ i engaged the 
ksat snd boatmen: and the loDowing noining, thank heaven, 
bade a inal adieu to Waiaala! 

But all was not smooth way. Ftom the fint step to the bst 
ia our short ynfy^t^ weiaes accumulations of miafaapa, dan« 
gers, and long cold wadings over die breaking and bending 
he* Coneeifve, it was not the serpentine^ nor any toterabty eir« 
taMMrilMd pieee of water that we were walkitig over, bat a 
fssi arm of the sea, a mighty gulf, ready to opai at every 
mtps mi swdow us everlasthiigly! I am certam tbm we -tHH 
ntsed a distatice of eight English miles, sounding at every 
TSid with oar apikres^ through water two or tfaMs feet deep^ 
to find whether the ice would bear, or wt were perhaps ap* 
piaiishiag a Assure to ingulf us alL I was wet thnragfa, and so 
freeen, that had it not beenibr the warm tobacco pipe I con« 
itantly kept in my mouth (this dtsagreeble custom is abso* 
huxfy necestory here), I believe I diould have eapired with 
As pierctng cold. No imagitiatiou can paint it; so fiill is it on 
this gulf of horrors. Some of die poor feBows were quite 
iv^ftra out, when we reached the boats, which were moored 
igaia&t a sort of islet of the extremity of the ice. A draught 
of brandy revived them, and the vessels were launched. 

We embarked; and having a strong gale, and open water fiar 
three leagues, drew towards the wiahed^for shore. The vicM 
kmce <^ the wind, and die beating of the waters, had foreed 
tagether quantities of floating ice, which, bending and sinking 
nadet* every attempt we made to land, and other masses 
driving upon us by liie fulry of the waves, rendered all our 
movements dangerous* After much labour, and many com* 
l^iete duckings, we at last hmded ottr persons and eficts/ 
ytt noe before our Inbltkas were several times plunged over- 
head in the gulf, iA trying to unboat tliem. In one of thesis 
tt^ugs i lost a pan of my baggage, w4ii^ eansauied drawings 
M attieles of some valbe, now gone to adorn tfia mermaidsii 
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' DarkMkw«%Ij«B|Mdoii8bMewithagqrpieB«geofbel* 
ter fare chati we had left; aad very akidy followed our coo- 
dttctors some miles} while they, with as much ease as I wsUwd, 
dragged our heavy kibithas over ix>G][a,siio«raadieeyuphyi% 
and I may say, down precipices* 

In the evening, about five o'cfeck, we arrived at a viilsgi: 
and doubly happy was I to find that noneof thenoisoattioCN^ 
tioQs ofvWarsab had reached this apot* The village consincd 
of a few cottages; but our reception was primitive^ ^d, aad 
might have graced a cHj* The ifives and daugfaseis of die 
boatmen, ran oiut towards us, and approaching myislf smI 
Schmidt with the same covdiality, invited us in, tad spread 
their tables with a coHectioB of eatables* To be sure dttiv 
abodes wens mere hovda; yet the hospitidity and beneaolsBM 
that reigned 'wMua, and the content wUch sat smUmgea their 
honest coantenaneea, gave a eharm to every thing aroim4»' We 
fiirgaeonr mishaps; and pmrtakiog, not only of their sim^&e, 
bot of the amusements they presented to dw>ert us, die whok 
place in a few mintttes became a scene of the most iaaeeeet 
gaiety. 

Our landlord, who was a fisho^man (just such another ff^A 
soul as the one that brought off our noble Sir Sidney ktm 
Havre!) had a very pretty wife; and producing a violin, a littU 
dance soon commenced* The sound ran like the echoes of As 
bugle dirough the village; and our rustic hall was presendy fill* 
ed with all the inhabitants, young and old. OurlKMt, fiddle is 
hand, I7 way <^ showing his best steps, led forth his better* 
hatf, and very respectably got through a sort of minuel. A ge« 
neral ball then ensued: and really I never saw a set of peo^ 
more delighted. I treated them with all the delicacies of tbe 
island, consisting chiefly of their own native brandyi abeve* 
rage diMHed by diemaelves from grak; and a few Peter** 
burgh cakes. 

I cannot compliment my pretty islanders so far as to eay 
dieir dances equalled the graces <^ die, Bussians. The whole 
composed a kind of awkward reel, or a continued round shout 
of eight or ten together; whose arms were twisted widi eech 
•ther, while they Jumped along in if sort of waksiag stepi 
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jeliiitig die iiote» of the lidifle with most dieeordttit shontsi 
Were a atranger^ on MeiDg the two nations of Sweden and 
Bttssia for the first time, called upon to judge from their 
damcing and vocal aceoanpaniments, wUeh was^the more civi- 
lized, he would not hesitate to decide in favour of the Mas* 
cefites. The sweet wildness and pathetic mdodies of the Riis- 
sisa songs, and the simple elegance with which the village girk 
go through thdr pastoral dances, bespeide a people fiff advanced 
in the refinements of taste. Their early acquaintance widi the 
Cfttkn must account for these bodily graceir it requiMd rathcfr 
Inore study to cultivate the mental ones; and besides, they were 
not the fashion of the day. The Swedes yet retain all the barba* 
mfia their leapSaggesticiilationa which belongedto their Sean* 
diaavian ancestors; keeping tiase to the beitting of their feet, 
with the moss vociferous bavdiagt and the louder they shout^ 
tile more complete they deem the pleaaores of the dance. 

The men here are well looking, and the women extremdy 
ismdsome. Indeed, independent of their fair and ruddy com* 
ftwions, the ingenuousness of their countenances, gives the 
finishing touch of beauty. A face may be critically fine; and yet^ 
aalass it possesses the broad seal of candour) its beauties are 
Uanks to me. A cold, reserved set of features, even when 
iorsied with the nicest symmetry, I never could endure. Give 
ne the open forehead, gracious beaming eye^ and mouth parting 
with the bright smile of frankness; and mere feature ianeiers 
mKftakeaUthe rest the heavens fe rcundl . 

When I a^ to the personal charms of my fmr aitertainers, 
tke unabated attentions both of them and their husbands, is 
fanns so wide a contrast to the aspects and sordidness of the 
people at Warsala, that I can hardly believe so small a distance 
ttti produce such extremes. But in fact, this covey of islands 
is only an epitome of the European naetions: neig^ibours^ yet 
differing more or less in person, dress and character. 

About eleven o'cfeek (a late hour for a rustic/<r/r), I took 
my iiuve of the joyous group, and retired to my kibitka, whei^ 
I BMant to repose foe the nig^ There I found my honest and 
fiuthful servant as usual, with. hia sabre in his hand, like a 

asotineL guatding my fooda and chattels. His attachment evet 

9R 
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-time he baa been witb me^ am»B liijr uAccrettt^MiiiMfe fi» 
oeither |>iercing frosts^ nor impending dangers, oouid ever chedc 
him; wben serving me. Like many m the vodd, he fan ieea 
beCterdafB, has met, with its evils; andnowseeoMOBlytoeiiit 
far fais'iiiasHr* His peculiaritiea, aSection for me, and xedlbr 
all in whom I am ios^iestsd, often rcminds,me of Partctdg&io 
Tom Jones: and- 1 am ceitain, did any novelistapant la s^ 
from nmure, the fidelity and mniafale oddities boch of Tsm^ 
dom^lic^ «ad uncle Tob3r's faithful Trim, he would find^lHir 

rivnJ in my honest fichasidt* 

• 

KomUng^ jAi)Usr{r« IdOSw 

Atthedawndf AMrning our caravan of. hihMms prnpsied 
to set forth. I speak thna pompously, becanae ae^wcattrsBrtdns 
with their domeatica had arrived chiringtheHig^andiiowsi<- 
semUmg on the^shove, with the hospitable viflagetasn attea* 
dance, we looked more lifce an eastern caravan, 'tfaanavlav 
obscure individuals making the best4if thair way home. 

We proceeded towards an island lying gready to thalsfcaf 
the usual road; for to take the direct one, we found impoiiiiik} 
imd advancing by slow degrees, expmenced n repetitiooof sH 
the disagree^les of the day before, with the addkbn of s iig 
ao thick, that scarce an object could be <fiscemcd at ten yaidi^ 
dbtance. This premature night retarded us much, and gnadp 
increased our danger. 

I am thus particular in describing my journey from isiaadio 
island, that should peace and faie smile on my fortunes, sad 
you ever be tempted by friendship to cross this gi^, you tmf 
either choose a better season, or be in some degree prepared 
apunst the evils of the bad. 

At eight o'clock in the moming-we left Arvo^ and at two la 
the day arrived at the nsle of Tbrshena; ^od evA no esrift 
being obliged t^ take up our quarters for the night* Here 
Chaos seems to have dmnherked Cftafionf ' and oUISflit 
to have so out-shouldered the ym^Jul Datfj, that we hpd^ 
ever, at this season of die year, catch a gUm|»e of hia gaimiats* 
The light of noon hei«, is no brig^r than a didl camdag an 
your side the waser$ and the darkness ^ nlghfi is ofao fio^ 
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aiiiaefaMis^tiuit death iteitf seems to hare abrottded this fiozea 
world. 

Having escaped the yawning ehassAS m the ice, m landed} 
and the object that struck my sight aras a chuindi. It was the 
first I had seen since I left Finland, and appended of such large 
<fanensions as to im{^ a nameraus popalation.tn the idoad. !»• 
qoiry ezpUfled the oaaiter otherwise* Like the Jewish taber- 
aacb, the i^ialntams of other isles came hither to worship, 
having neither church nor pastor in their own* It ia buik in 
the ibrm of a Greek cross, wholly of wood, and *patnted red, 
wi& fanes on each end. The straeture is simple and pictu- 
resqae. Not many yards from it, on a rising ground, stimds a 
Jngk tower of a similar ccrfoar, wherein are the bells. This re- 
iigioiis ottfice is very romantically situated, being on the edge 
^ a smatt lake, and boldly surrounded by vast masses <^f finely 
diversified rock. Not a tree or shmb is percepdble on even the 
aiost sheltered spots: therefore the beau^ of these views con- 
sists wholly in the outline and broad sweeps of colouring; n6 
advantages of vernal clothing, beyond moss or grass, ever met 
the eye. 

We lleft Torshena next memmg at half past seven. Having 
sreoeived civilities from the natives, similar to those of Arvo^ 
nttd both sheep being of <me pasture, that is to say, the clericd 
cvoek of the pastor of the little chUrch on the lake, extending 
to our hospitable fisherman's fraternity, I have no doubt that 
lie smist, in real merit, be worthy of a bishopric: the virtues of 
Ua flock are undeniable witnesses of his own. 

When we bade these good folks adieu, we had a route of 
aaany miles to go over the ice before we embarked; but having 
taken to our boat^, in about eighteen hours we arrived at the 
ubmd of Kumlingaf passing, as we sailed along, innumerable 
amdl islets, as well as huge bairen rocks, which surrounded us 
on all ttdes like a stony labyrinth. The sameness of the view, 
■^ blackness of the ice, and the unvaried gloominess of die 
atmosfrfiere, equaUy oppressed the eye and ihe spirits. 

Kumlinga appears larger than any of its ncig^ibourss and if 
a jttdgfloent may be fidr med of the number of inhabitanu by the 
multitude of innd -mills, it aaist boast a considerable colony* 



316 TRAVELLING SKBTCHES 

Here the gallaaft mittler of Smca Pasica wolihl be quite at home; 
bis air£6rmed eneniiea.preecntiiig themselves on the shore in 
whole battalions. These elections are objects of aipUtioii with- 
the natives, and. serve as excellent telegraphs^ to apprise fit 
poor pokr wander^, where he may find a* few td die hunoa 
lace amongst so many desert rocks. 

On my arrival at the posthouse, which I found tolersbfy 
comfortable, I purchased a couple of fine black game^extraae* 
ly large and fat. The host told me that they abound m dtt 
island, consequently those who are lovers of this kind of sporty 
when detained here, will not find themselves quite barren of 
amus<^ment. / 

Having eaten a measureless dinner; for after so manyfaoms 
starvation, I was as hungry as the dragon of Wandey that 
swallowed a cow and a coif, an ox and a half^ a church and 4 
Mteefiitj and all the good people^ and t^et he eomfikunedandM" 
lowed for morel I made inquiries relative to the prospea oi^ 
leaving this, our new haven, and learnt that on the western side 
of the island the waters were completely open; and if thewisd 
allowed, we might proceed next day. Having already had too 
much of the perambulating style of travelling, this informadoa 
was an excellent dessert to my black game; and delighted wA 
the hope of reaching Echero to>morrow, the last of the iiks 
we are to touch at before we aim at Grislehamn, I took my 
diary to scribble thus far to you. 

We have agreed to pay the price ordered by govemmentfixr 
each boat; namely, nine shillings and sixpence; for which sma 
I shall be conveyed a distance of nmeteen English miles, which 
makes about three Swedish. In my arrangement, I found an oU 
obstacle very much in my way, that proves the cogency of dus 
piece of advice: always, when possiUe, tue the carriages of the 
country in which you travel! Had I been provided withaSwe* 
dish traineaux^ and unhampered of half my baggage (some of 
which, you see, was kind enough to diq)Ossess me of iud^ 
I should have been forwarded with ten times the expediticM 
and at one quarter the expense. 

The sledges used here are so slight, that they pass wid>fa^ 
cility over very otherwise insecure ice; and slide over the elifis 
almost as smoothly aa on the level ground, while the heavy 



IN8WEDER Sn 

Bassimiinadiines, not having been cowmicted for iuch strange 
voyaging, are dragged sboat 'irilh difficulty and destructive 
draiage. Brides thesereal inconveniencies, die natives make 
odiers, by inventing ti thousand objectioBs to the possibility of 
proceeding with such lumbering afiairs; and sdf'they wiQ not^ 
tili the traveller's pocket is picked, to pay for additional horses 
md people to assist in the extraordinary labour. ^ 

We got on board our vessels early in Ae day, and put out to 
ses, (if so short a distance may so be called) and after hard bu& 
felting for two hours with every symptom of a tremendous 
8ldim,oiir boatmen superseded my earnest wish to go forwards; 
sadtummgabout^relanded us on the rock we had so lately 
flitted. 

A moat tempestuous day and night followed. The morning 
dswned with the wind in dreadful gales ax^ completely adverse. 
In short, we had every prospect of becoming better acquainted 
irith die island than we desired. I therefore prepared for the 
worst, and took possession of the best quarter of the inn ; occu- 
pying the same^room in which the marquis of Douglas, in his 
wi^ to St. Petersburgh, had for many days endured diis insular 
pcoanee. 

Having nothing better to do, a fellow traveller and myself, 
being provided with iron pointed staves to secure our footing 
oa die frozen ground, sallied forth to explore the country, and 
nu&e what acquaintance we could. Being apprised there was 
a churdi at a litde distance, we made for the parsonage. Dis- 
covering it, we entered sans ceremonie; and found a very hos- 
)»Uble, lively man, intelligent in his conversation, and apparent* 
If far beyond the confined sphere in which he was fixed. He 
introduced us to his wife, who seemed to be a very goody no- 
table in her household, and, O Juno! six children, and another 
fovdicomtiig! We were conducted by the lady into a kitchen 
well stored with culinary wares; (you see the love of fame min- 
gles widi the smaB as well as great!) and also to outhouses filled 
widi hogs, goats, sheep and cows. Itl short, she made it evi- 
dent that our clerical friend had no reason to join in the com- 
pUnt of his sacerdotal brethren in Wales; many of whom boast 
no other livestock than that of Aeir own producing; and per- 
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baps, the seanty additk>!M of a hnk €atttiidTa^iMiutdog,6(»i. 
fUUH the quadruped.dignity of their eataUbfaniMtt! 

If I may judge of all the Swedish pastors from Ae preKst 
gpecimen, they lire m clover* AU was smiliiig arouadour hoM^ 
who set before us cold hams and fowls suffideat to satisfy tao 
fisimtshiiig wolvesn; had they slopped at his do^r. He spoke t 
jitde German; by which good fortime we obtatned more iatw* 
mation in ten minute^^ than we could gather in as many hours 
from the pantomimic converse to which we had bitely beenit^ 
duced* 

He accompanied us to his church: during our waBcwe lesml 
that three hundred and twenty souk were the popalati0ii of thi 
island, forming hi^ congregation, with the addition ofthe peo* 
pie belonging to several smaH adjoining tsks, who come to di- 
vine service at KumHaga, i^enever the weather wiH peradt 
About forty families altogether, he said, composed his feck 
from the head of each he annuaOy received six riz dollars* ifis 
parochial fees were as follow: 

For a christening two schillings; (twopence EngUsh.) 

For a marriage twelve schillings. 

For a funeral twenty-four schillings. 

This latter donation is the largest, I suppose, as being afiot^ 
wel sum; the object of it being freed from rendering any fiiaift 
pecuniary tributes to die pastor, having once for ever paid da 
debt he owed to life and to nature. This subject led us to kaow 
the annual exits and entrance of these islanders in and out of 
the world. Last year, the number of births was nineteen, and 
of deaths fifteen. I <Aserved several veiy old pesiMms speak to 
the minister in our walfij and I understand that many lite to 
still more advanced periods* 

The church is built of granite, and roofed with]wood, haTiag 
a belfry tower attached to it not unlike die minarets of Mosca> 
It is painted a dingy red; apparently the favourite colour of the 
Country. The -interior of the building is curiously adorned iaa 
most Gothic taste, but by no means badly executed* It is paiat- 
ed in compartments, with pictures representing the life df 
Christ; with this small difference from what it ought to be, that 
thcdesigos would better fit a legend of heeAett goi&i than ft 



xtft€9eataAw^ of 'die goopcL Hie roof hts n^t eacaped the 
labour of this mdefttigQUe artist; angels, sunti, and odd 
animals lake Qothi&g on tbe earth or in the teas^ ave aiKarmmg 
akout the ceiling; and stem like a flight of lociUts Jookiog 
doairn on whooi tMy vmy devour. A gigantift caudtAz, and 
aevccal atber vroodra images^ are plaead ag^ainst the naUat 
reKca ef tbe Roaiaa fuch andaiqieracitiohs fattalkkoK . 

The atmcture is of rode Godiic; and has oertaiQlyslMd four 
cantaries at lea^:. The b«rial gcoiud is very ooafined, (whioh 
i have ever thought an impious eharlisluiess.iii n>oat com^ 
trin); and acoordioi^'is diegracefiiUy crowded. • Either ffwe 
our departed bvetfasen vooai enough to sleep in, above or be« 
imn if not smisee'suftcaent, thtn let pita be^dug sodeep-that 
tbej may^ lie ttke the atrau of- their modier earth; and noi^ 
adien a new grave is required, empty an old one of tta omL-^ 
tents, and leave the adaes of the oi|ce sacred dead to be blown 
about at tli)e pleasure of every wind* 

The church yard of Kumlinga was a case in point; it was 
one continued ,platform of graves, without room almost for a 
Uftde of grass to grow between. Each narrow hauae^ as our 
dear Ossian nominates the last bed of mortality, was sur- 
mounted with a wooden remembrancer of the departed, in the 
shape of a cross, headed pointedly like a spear* On this was 
carved a short inscription and the usual dates. 

Leaving the church, in our walk ainongst the rocks, we saw 
quantities of juniper and cranberries: with the juice of the first 
the people of these islands flavour the Spirits theydisuL In* 
deed, too much cannot be said of the industry of the KumHn-' 
^ans* What little soil their rocks afford is rich, and they 
improve it to the utmost advantage* Our minister showed' us 
spots between the cltfis which, he told us, by good cultivation^ 
would yield twelvefold. His account of this litde hive of 
human bees was truly gratifying: yet, with all their -labour, 
and the fruitfulness of particular places under their hands, the 
pcoduee of the island is not a maintenance for the inhabitants, 
who, at certain hard seasons, are obUged to apply to Finland to 
aupply the deficiency* 

The <bIV>wias day, being Sundiay, we pai4 Pur friendly pas^ 
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tor* a aecond viutf and attended him to cfaorcb* The mar tit 
oa die rig^t side, and the w«men on the left. A distiaction 
betweea the married and single of the fiur sex, is dijstiiic% 
marked. The married or widowed . wear Uack silk cap, 
faahioned in the old Dutch taste pictured by their artists o£ a 
hundred and fifty yearn ago; the maiden females are moie 
becomingly coiCured, having headdreases of brocade in va- 
rious colours, neatly trimmed with white lace* Their garmems 
are shaped like those of the women in Warsala. I describe tke 
fiur, though I was not inattentive to the sermon; and my com- 
panion and myself returned to our inn, dauch ideased with our 
rustic preachei^s eloquence, of look and action! Fori it must 
be remembered, we could not understahd a word he bow saiil. 
He was preachii^ Swedish to. his ccmgr^gation, not talkii^ 
German widius. 

Aland (or, as your newspapers have it, Oland), Januarj', 1808- 
A few monotonous melancholy days passed (during which 
I twice attempted to leave Kumlingay and was driven back b}^ 
stress of weather); but at last, though a terrible fall of snow 
was our avant courier^ a favourable wind promised to cany us 
to Wargata. We embarked; and after an excellent passage, 
arrived at the island in about three hours. 
, Having paid the boatmen foi^ rix dollars, I procured horses 
to convey me across the land to the opposite part. As we 
proceeded, the beauty of the country, the rich woods, and ' 
luxuriant copses, made so striking a contrast to the naked spot 
I had just quitted, that I could hardly believe myself awake. 
A few hours ago, I was in a stony desert; now, I found myself 
travelling through groves of pines, firs, and every other tree 
which fills the forest of the north! Cheering as the drive was, 
even when the leafless branches were covered with snow, I 
could not help clothing them in idea with the verdure of 
spring, and fancying the exquisite charms of the scene, when 

• This worthy clei-gjinan was the man who afterwards defended the 
Swedish isles so g^llsuitly against the Rassians. The brave stand he made m 
Ahmd must be in vvrry ote's recoileeiioii.-«-R. K. P/I80a 



momentaiy vtew» of die gulf breftking Afongh Ae nBeyn^ 
woidd ii39part variety and ronmtk interest to everjr tum. 

Arriving at the destined port or ferry, we {>repared to cross 
to the next island, criled Skorpas. The distance being short, 
one boat only was in waitrog. I dierefore went over first with 
my ktbhka, leaving Schmidt to follow with the odier. In due 
dtoe I was Tanded on a point covered with thickets and gro- 
tesipie masses of rock. The late storms had made little cere- 
mony in laying the branching hononrs of the wood in the dust, 
or rather in die snow; for numbers ol trees were stretched on 
the ground, hurled one upon another, and side by side^ so 
iaierwoven by icicles adhering to and uniting their mingHag 
arms, that to proceed seemed almost impracticable, to separate 
them would be impossible. However, extremity engenders 
enterprise, and enterprise success! Over we went; but how, I 
camot tell you: and soon after our achievement, I observed 
my honest squire, with the other kibitka in his train, sur- 
aknindng the supine forest with as much determinadon as bis 
master. ^ 

Two hours elapsed before we could procure horsess but that 
being effected, we proceeded as usual, drawn alternately by 
them, men, women, and boys, over plains of ice and hills of 
hardened snow. By these means sufficient progress was made, 
diank heaven! to bring us to the island of Aland; but not until 
the brittle causeway had three times given way with my kibk* 
kai, plunged overhead in the petrifying brine, drenched to 
my skin, and pierced through with cold, wet, a<id a forked 
sleet beaung in my face, I really felt myself completely mise- 
n^le; and would have given worlds to have been in my sledge 
on die distant roads of Tomeo; happy, amidst those frozen 
regions even beyond the arctic circle, to escape the life«coti- 
suming damps andjever varying wretchedness of these horrible 
isles. 

Aland is the largest and the finest in the gulf. Like&orpaa, 
it is enriched wuli wood, and exceeds aH the othttv in marloa 
of thorough culdvation. A few posts and a little more loe 
tram^g broi:H|^t us to the little port in Ecbeto^ where we 
were to awMt a&ir wkid for GriiielMuno* 

as 
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Tie iim, house, hotel, with -whatever title you dioose to 
honour it, had as much pretensions to the one name as to the 
other, all were equally unbefitting; and when I drew towards 
it, I fancied that my servant had made a mistake, and w» 
ushering me into a cow shed. All the other execrable habita- 
tions I had visited, even the den of Warsala itself, were palaces 
to this. Filth greeted my eyes and nose at the first step: die 
salute was too potent to be borne, and turning about, I told my 
followers that if I herded with the wolves, I would not enter 
so murderous a hole. However necessitas non habet kg€9; I 
could not get a boat to convey me onward till the next morn- 
ing; and so I was obliged to cover my plumes, and pass the 
^tfUrtieth day of my watery pilgrimage under this anatheniads- 
ed roof. 

It is exactly one month since I left St. Petersburghf So long 
have I been threading in and out of passages which, in som- 
mer, would have taken me across in the course of twenty-foar 
hours. You' have often praised my patience! Now, I hope 
(notwithstanding a few hard wrung complaints have been 
wrested out of me), you will call me a sort of male Gr isel; for 
I have endured without flinching, ten thousand times as many 
buffets from the elements, as she suffered at the hands of her 
boisterous lord. And yet, with all this boasting, I know of no 
temptation that could persuade me to take another winter trip 
across this abominable water, but news of a peace between the 
two countries I love, and a speedy recal to St. Petersburgh. 
Leander swkm the Hellespont: I would do more; I would re* 
cross the gulf! But in serious sadness, my dear friend, this is 
no trifling encounter; for many have perished in the attempt, 
some have died in the passage from cold and fatigue; and 
odiers, expired immediately on gaining the main land, from an 
' exhaustion that never could be redeemed. 

On the morning of the thirteenth, I hired a very large boat 
to convey myself and vehicles direct to Grislehamn. The 
charge was nine dollars, wii^ additions, should the changing 
wind, or any other obstacle prevent our reaching tjie op- 
posite CQiast'that day, and oblige us to land on an island (whichf 
Hisaven forbid!) that lay in Ae track. In such a case I am to 
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ptcf the boatmen sixteen schiUings a day for their subsistence 
while with me. Such e9q)en8ive consequences of delay, as well 
as other attendant disagreeables^ you may be sure I am anxious 
to avoid* And now being summoned to my boat, I am off. 



Grislehamn, Janiuty. 

We sailed with a side wind. Bat the demon of frustration. 
again put his hand between me and the wished for haven; and 
at three o'clock we brought up at the infernal island I had 
hoped to pass. Here destiny fixed us for at least the night. 
Sngieshare it is called. A naked rock: not a blade of grass 
could it ever boast: and all the habitations it contains are two 
miserable hovels for the reception of unfortunates like myself, 
ebHged to seek shelter amidst desolation and horrors. A tele* 
giaph is here to communicate with the iaain land and the 
island we had left. This spot being as bare of fertility as its 
few inhabitants are of honesty; bleak as may be their situation, 
Aeir hospitality is bleaker; the only eatables we could procure, 
and at an exorbitant price, were potatoes and milk. Their 
means of existence are drawn from Aland; and their ingenuity 
> is of course exerted to make them last as long as possible. 
Young seals are the very treasury of these people; for at cer- 
tab seasons they catch them, prepare them into food, eating 
partfresh^ and curing the rest into hams, &c« The entrails they 
diy for their cows' winter nourishment. 

Our old extortioning host told us that the cattle he pos*» 
sesses (three in number, resembling those on the Scottish isles), 
swim during the summer from island to island, to seek their 
8can^ meal of grass amongst the fissures of the rocks. Even 
in the most blowing weather these creatures defy the violence 
of the waves, and cross more than four English miles of sea, 
alternately swimming, and resting themselves on their sides 
when fatigued. Having gleaned the neighbouring cliffs, they 
take the flood again and return to their home. I forgot to ask my 
informer, whether the damsels of his household did not some- 
times, in the European fashion, uke a trip to the other isles on 
the backs of these adventurous animiils. It would be no very 
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unmteresring sight, to see one or two' of the pretty Swedkii 
girls, with their fair hair ioatang in the wiad, speeding their 
way through the summer wttvea to their expecting lovers on a 
distant shore* Could I have found cow or cdf inclined to brave 
the element in winter, I belive I would have tried my luck, 
and galloped, a la Neptune^ through the waters, to the fair 
haven of Grislehamn. 

My purgatory in this solitary Share^ (for you must reniark 
that share is Swedish for rock), continued two days* How- 
ever, on the fifteenth of this month, a fine morning appear- 
ed, with a favourable wind; and embarking with as much 
eagerness as poor Achilles would have done, if, by jumping 
into Charon's ferry, he might have beenAranslated to the upper 
world again^ I pushed away from Singleshare, most devoudy 
hoping that atngk should ever be my share of visiting that 
execrable rock. ^ 

At eight o'clock in the morning we were under sail; and in 
three hours drew close to the shore of the continent. But here 
my evil genius, like a shrewish wife, determining to have the 
last word, would not let me escape even now without anodier 
proof of her spleen. We were driven on a lee shore full of 
drifting ice, and there stuck, or struggled for extrication, till 
eight in dae evening; ,when, though wet and fatigued, yet' at 
last, thank God, we disembarked on the firm land at Grisle* 
* hamn. 

The inn that bade us wekome smelt so much of Warsala, 
that, having ordered my poor fellow to take a litde rest while 
I OHnpleted my aquauc annals to y^u, I have determined to 
proceed immediately. Horses are ready; and at midnight I 
shaU be on my way to Stockholm. May letters await me there, 
that will inform me of lA in England, dear to your faithful 
friend! 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Stockholm, JanuAry, 180Q. 

OWING to the late heavy falls of snow I was detained a 
litde until the rOads could be sufficiently cleared to aUow me 
to pass. This useful operation is performed by the peasantry 
m a manner so ingenious as to deserve noting. A large and 
open triangle formed of very strong and heavy planks, is placed 
upon the snow on the high road. To this machine horses are 
attached, which drag it forward; the acute angle plowing up 
the snow as they advance, and throwing the wintry impedi- 
ment to the right and left, the road is cleared, and travellers 
can proceed with ease and rapidity. 

The management of this convenience is excellently regula- 
ted; it being impossible for the peasantry ever to neglect their 
duty any part of the year; for, throughout the whole term, the 
good state of the roads is particularly guarded. Every parish 
or district, by a strict ordinance, and under a severe penalty, 
is obliged to send a certain number of people every day into 
the roads, to keep them open in winter, and repair them in 
summer. Whatever may be the forfeiture annexed to disobe<- 
fence of these orders, I do not hear that it has ever been levi- 
ed: all seem so interested in preserving this branch of the 
police, both the heads of the districts who command, and the 
peasants who obey, that I am told, complaints are never heard> 
anA tifat the roads themselves are not to be equalled even in 
England. 

Towards the evening of the following day I arrived at Osby, 
being four Swedish miles (about twenty-four English), from 
die capital. I would have proceeded that night, but the intense 
cold, and the civility of the people at the inn, were inducements 
for halting I could not resist; and ordering a comfortable bed 
to be got ready, I prepared to await the morning there, when 
I would start for Stockholm at an early hour. 

I found the rooms of my honest host and hostess not so 
warm as their wishes. I was put into a miserably bleak apart- 
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ment, where, though a fire did greet my eyes, I was sure none 
•had entered the stove for many days before; and after shiver- 
ing by it for full thVee hours I was n^t a bit the better, but sat 
quaking and teeth-chattering like a man in an ague fit. I look- 
ed at Reaumur's thermometer, and found that twenty-five de« 
grees of cold were without, and that five were within; (I meao 
in the room I inhabited). You will not be surprised that I 
should now acknowledge, from personal conviction, the truth 
of the governor Inkutskoi's declaration, ^^ that in the winter 
season, even in his own house, i^d surrounded by his stoves, 
he was obliged to sit with all his furs on; being never able to. 
get less than ten degress of frost in his chamber." 

When the hour of rest came, I found my situation not so 
bad; and not daring to take my usual repose in my kibitka,got 
into a snug bed most comfortably wrapped up. Thus was I dis- 
posed of: but in spite of the severe weather, and unknown to 
me, (for they who would take all affection is ready to sacrifice, 
are more selfish than worthy), my trusty domestic took posses- 
sion of his sledge, still to be on the watch. The consequence 
M^as, that thirty degrees took place at midnight; and when the 
morning broke my poor fellow was found in such a state, that 
a very few minutes more would have rendered his recovery 
impossible. After he did revive, I was not a little fearful of 
what might yet be the effects of so thorough a freezing, and 
therefore stirred not till the middle of the day, when all indis- 
position seemed to vanish, and he resumed his duties with hb 
usual cheerfulness and activity. 

We bade farcwel to our civil landlord; and beginning our 
march, in about five hours reached the metropolis of SwedeOi 
The ground, on the approach to Stockholm, is pretty enough, 
being rather hilly and well wooded. I also observed several 
handsomely built country residences peeping from amidst the 
trees, in the manner of our own little villas in die vicinity of 
London. 

The town is not discoverable as you approach it on the 
Osby side; and when I came so near as to enter the gate, I was 
stopped by the customhouse officers, who examined my bag- 
gage in the most insolent manner; and after receiving double 
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die douceur I usually gave on these occasions, behaved with 
increased impertinence and imposition. They are not abso- 
lutely officers of the crown; and that their shameless extortion 
sufficiently declared* This part of the royal revenue is farmed 
out; having been invested in the hands of several of the mer- 
chants in Stockholm, as a security for a loan his majesty wan* 
ted a few years ago. The term, I believe, expires in three 
years; at which period it will return to the king, and most pro- 
bably be put on a footing more honourable and beneficial to 
the state. At present, this controlling situation of the custom- 
farmers is severely complained against by the rest of the mer- 
chants, who find themselves traversed in a thousand ways by 
these tyrants in office, to the injury of some, the ruin of others, 
and the grievance of all. 

^ The contrast between this city and St. Petersburgh struck me 
forcibly; and certainly, much to the advantage of the latter. The 
streets of Stockholm are inconveniently as well as inelegantly 
narrow. The exterior of the houses is dirty, the architecture 
shabby, and all strikes as very low and confined. Yet I must 
except the palace; and that is commanding, in a grand and 
simple tast6. It is square, on an elevated ground, has a spa- 
cious court in the centre, and is in every way worthy a royal 
residence. Near the entrance are two large bronze lions; who 
was the artist I cannot learn, but they are admirably executed. 
As we 'view the palace from the water, it reminds us of SomeK- 
set-House, though it far exceeds the British structure in size, 
magnificence, and sound architecture. 

Stockholm cannot boast any considerable place or square, 
nor indeed any street wider than an English lane. However, 
as every thing in this world suffers or gains by comparison, 
perhaps when I have passed a few weeks here, and the vivid- 
ness of Russian topography is a little faded, I may fancy tl^e 
streets wider, and the open places more capacious. Coming 
^m the finest city in Europe, perhaps, may affect the senses 
like one suddenly brought from excessive light into the shade: 
niy eye is not yet capable of embracing at a moment, what use 
will afterwards make me see and estimate. 
The situation of this capital deserves finer edifices. Like St. 
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Petersburgh, it is built on islands; seven, of different extent, 
form its basis. They lie between the Baltic and the Malar lake. 
The harbour is sufficiently deep, even up to the quay, to re- 
ceive the largest vessels. The city is supposed to have been 
founded in the year 1252 by Birger Jarl, regent of the king- 
dom; but the court was not removed hither from UpssQ before 
the last.century. At the extremity of the harbour the streets 
rise pne above the other in the form of an amphitheatre, widi 
the magnificent palace, like a rich jewel in an Ethiop^s ear, m 
the centre. Except in the suburbs, where a few houses are of 
wood, the buildings are generally of stone, or of brick stuccoed, 
which at a little distance has a similar effect! The several 
islands on which the city is erected, are united by twelve 
bridges. The royal academy of sciences (of which I shall 
speak further hereafter), owes its institution to Linnseus, and 
was incorporated in the year 1748. There is also a royal aca- 
demy of arts, which, when I have visited, I will more parti* * 
cularly note; and likewise the arsenal, said to be a most inte* 
resting place. There is a national bank in Stockholm, and seve- 
ral manufactories which rather flag on account of the war. 

By the above sketch, you will hot be surprised to hear that 
the inns are intolerable; but to compensate for that inconvev- 
ence, the lodgings are good, and tWo establishments (most re- 
spectably superseding the use of taverns), are substituted for 
the restaurateur part of the animal economy. They are founded 
by gentlemen on a liberal footing, are called La SocietS^ and the 
Burgher's Club. The first is for noblesse, officers of the gani- 
^n, and strangers: the other for merchants and strangers also. 
The former is at the court end of the town, and consists of 
three hundred members, most of them nobility, officers of rank, 
and foreign ministers and their suites. Well may it bear the 
title of La SocietS^ for it is, without exception, the most ration* 
al and elegant assembly with which I ever associated. Perfect 
freedom is allowed; but such is the decorum with which every^ 
person conducts himself, that the nauseous bacchanalian prac- 
tices, which too often disgust in our British social meetmgs, 
.never obtrude themselves here. They have an excellent billiard- 
table, and a library of well chosen books, with most of the 
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Bewspapers of the country; those of other nations of the conti- 
nent arc of course, under the present circumstances, interdict- 
ed: and so far well; but they exclude the papers 6f England 
also. This is very strange; and the more strange, united as the 
two countries are in policy, that it should be an act, not of in- 
dividuals alone, but of the government. Whatever newspapers 
may be inclosed from British merchants to their correspon- 
dents here, are never received. In a country like Sweden, 
where liberty is so tenaciously boasted, and where an English- 
man would natiu'ally expect to find the gazettes of his country, 
as an ally and a free state, such precaution is rather extrliordi- 
nary. The reason of it I cannot guess, as I never saw a nation 
less infected by envious jealousy, but rather, in all things, ho- 
nest, brave, and honourable. 

In the institution of La Societe an excellent dinner is given, 
bat not at so excellent an hour, viz. at two o'clock! However, 
the price is moderate, and the attendance good. No stranger 
can be admitted that is not introduced by a member, or by the 
minuter from his own court. By these means, all improper per- 
sons are excluded. This club, as well as that of the bourgeoiseSy 
is on a far more liberal plan than the English clubs of St. Pe- 
tersburgh and Mosco. However, orilers of men have a certain 
resemblance in all countries; and if I preferred a good dinner 
as myprimum mobiley I should certainly pay the most frequent 
visits to the merchant's society. If nobility spread the board 
excellently, trade doth it superexcellendy; and LucuUus him- 
self need not turn for better fare from most city tables. Indeed, 
during all my travels abroad (and they have pretty well mea^ 
sured the continent), I have ever found, both publicly and pri- 
vately, that the gentlemen of the golden fleece best understood 
the use of the carcase. 

Having nothing particular to engage my time on the first 
evening of my arrival, I went to the theatre. Like all others on 
the continent, it was dismally dark, and as dismally stupid. 
Neither actor nor actress played well enough to bring a mes- 
sage to some of our sorriest kings and queens of the buskin; and 
had you been joint spectator with me at this tragedy, I believe 
I should have had a most hearty laugh at what &«w sent m« 

2T 
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home yawning and half asleep. The ridiculous can Dtver be 
fully enjoyed alone. 

On returning to my hotel, I inquired whether there were 
any better actors than those I had just seen. No; was the an- 
swer; the loss of Gustavus III. threw a gloom on the gaieties 
of Sweden, as well as its fine arts, which had never dispersed. 
Formerly a French company filled with splendor and talent the 
building dedicated to Thespis, by the late king, in la Place <k 
Gustave Adolphe: but the fatal event of that monarch's deadi 
closed its doors, and plunged the whole country in grief. 

It has been no Ephesian sorrow: even the succession and 
virtues of the present beloved Gustavus, cannot obliterate from 
the minds of the people the feelings which followed the mur- 
der of his father, their revered sovereign and sire. It is reaDy 
delightful to hear the Swedes talk of their kings; not as sub- 
jects merely, but as sons and brothers. As sons, they lament die 
munificent Gustavus III.; and as brothers glory in the magna- 
nimity of his successor. Deep as the blow struck to the people, 
it fell as heavily on the young prince; for ever since the death 
of his royal father, Gustavus has held his image 

<* WiUiin the book and volume of hii brftin. 
Unmixed with baser matter." 

He attempts not to wrest from the Swedes the long regrets^ 
they pay to his memory; but rather neglecting the encourage- 
ment of those gay scenes amidst which his father fell, he dedi* 
cates his attentions entirely to the political safety of his king- 
dom. 

Hence the miserable theatre I visited, is the only one; and 
nothing is performed there, but pieces in the national language, 
some original, and others translations from the Spanish or 
French; all equally ill played and wretchedly appointed with 
scener}% Having made my entrance once amongst then», I can 
assure you, in true stage language, it was for that night onhfi 
and my debut being made, my exit followed as a final take leave' 
of the Swedish drama. Acting, when in perfection, is certainly 
the most interesting of all amusements: it fills the eye, heart, 
Und mind. Bi^ when it is bad, indiiFereat, or merely pretty 
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well, there is nothing to me more stale and flat, more carica- 
turiog and libelling of the passions of men; and, therefore, an 
ill acted play is the dullest of all dull things. And— anoM^r 
0nr/— Tou see how catching these bathos*ical moods are, how 
Akxandrinally they drawl out the sentences! And for fear the 
tobject should still more infect my pen, I will in decent time 
end my epilogue, with the old assurance to my audience, of how 
much I deprecate their censure, and am in all humility theit 
(that is your) very sincere, &c. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Stockholm, January, 180S. 

AS I am sitting in my window, I cannot do better than give 
you a sketch of the moving picture in the street. The hackney 
sledges here differ little from those of St. Petersburgh; and the 
iiatives, like the Russians, keep their bodies warm with sheep 
Ains; only so far changing the fashion, as to wear the skin in- 
ward, with an outward covering of cloth in the form of a coat. 

With respect to the private carriages (and that they have 
every claim to respect which mere age demands, is very evi- 
dent), I cannot praise their beauty, most of them having num- 
bered fifty years; some, passed their grand climacteric; and a 
few, so paralyzed by time as to threaten dissolution at every 
Mep. The liveries of the servants are in the same hoary condi- 
tion, and from many a gaping mduth remind you 

'* How the c«Dker«wonn gnaweik the ckariots of the great. 
And the moth fretteth the garments of the mighty i** 

So saiA one of their own sages, and so is it exemplified now: 
arfeed, I never saw such memerUo mori in my life. How they 
^B look on wheels, I will not pre^me to guess, but at present 
tfcey are af&xed to skates (here called pattens;) with a variety 
of encumbering appendages, besides two heavy footmen behind 
ift large hatg and high feathers. 
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The poverty of this little kingdom is its apology lor tfacw 
gothicisms; and most forcibly do they strike strangers coming 
from Russia or England. But though poor, it is not paean. The 
poverty of the Swedes resembles that of Fabricius: they are 
not ashamed of it. Possessing a national power in their virtue 
which commands more than wealth; that nobleness maintains 
their consequence amid all the splendors of the two great 
empires between which they lie. Without pretension to pomp 
of any kind, they possess general respect: and, while living in 
simple habitations, on a fare as simple; and enjoying society 
without any of our accompanying luxuries; no home*concert8, 
balls, or assemblies of any kind, they are contented and cheer* 
lul: they are more; they can despise what buys richer nations, 
and be even anchorites in self privation to put arms into the 
liands of their king to ward off the enslaver of Europe. They 
repeat the names of the great Gustavuses as catholics do those 
of their saints; and it was but yesterday that one of them said 
to me: 

" Sweden was always strong enough when she fought for her 
liberty. In the fourteenth century, she alone routed the forces 
of three powerful kings armed against her freedom; and whtt, 
in the same cause, is to intimidate her now?'* 

When the fury of ambition pours along, is it not glorious to 
see the enthusiasm of virtue ready to oppose itf Noaght but 
enthusiasm, much as people in general ridicule the possessors 
of it, will do in these times* Our enemy is a giant in power and 
resburce. He has the hands of Briareus, and as many wiles as 
if he had the same number of heads. Any thing short of a prin- 
ciple against him, would be worn out by his ovenrhdnung 
success; any thing short of enthusiam, would be extinguished. 
The Swedes seem to have both; and I trust they will stand 
their ground. 

But I must not forget the city in the people, though it is the 
best compliment I could pay any nation. I never was in any 
great town that the cicerone of the place did not invite me lo 
some spot, noted for its situation, to show the beauties of the 
scene. Therefore, to the top of the church of St. Catherine vas 
I taken: and certainly a more advantageous point could ^ 
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Have bi^eD selected. It stands on a mountainous rock in the 
heart of the city. I looked around me, and found the coup d^cril 
novel, grand and extensive. The surrounding waters and the 
numerous weil-built islands comprising the metropolis; the 
distant wooded country, filled with mansions of the nobility 
and others; composed a view that I seldom had seen exceeded. 
The royal palace formed a magnificent feature, as well as did 
the shipping and various bridges connecting the different 
islands. 

Fine as the prospect was at this season, it may easily be be* 
lieved how the unfolding breath of summer will increase its 
charms. There is just aa much difference between Stockholm 
now and then, as you see in comparing a tree without leaves, 
with one in fall luxuriance. The city is situated on seven 
ishmds at the mouth of the Lake Maler, and divides it from 
die Baltic; on the shores, of which have stood so many capitals 
of Sweden. The present metropolis was established in th^ 
d)irteenth century, after the ancient town of Sigtuna was de- 
strayed by a ieet from those coasts which now form part of 
the Russian empire. Stockholm has itself suffered by naval at- 
tacks, principally from Dennuu*k: but seems now to consider 
danger from that quarter so remote, that no military defence is 
deemed necessary. Indeed the mouth of the lake near its 
junction with the Baltic, is so strongly fortified, that the pre- 
sent security appears sufficiently reasonable. 

There are but two pieces of water in the kingdom, of greater 
nagmtude than the Maler; and they are in the interior. It 
ranks as third in size; the Weter and Wener exceeding it in 
dimensions, though not in use, as this lake supplies Stockholm 
with every merchandise from the distant parts of the kingdom; 
and particularly brings into the royal treasury the golden pro- 
duce of the mines. 

The king rarely makes the capital his residence for any lon- 
ger time than engages him to arrange the affairs of state; but 
to them he ia scrupulously stttentive. Helsingborg has lately 
been his head quarters, lying on the coast of the Sound, and 
containing works which his majesty is fond of inspecdng, he 
regards it as a place of sufficient consequence to obtain from 
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Mm freqnettt vitits* It had formerly t strong casde, ivtich 
was almost demolishfld in th6 wars of the last century; but the 
present royal stttachasent to the place, seems to promise H a 
renewid of past grandeur. Excepting when particular mduee- 
ments carry him elsewhere, the usual winter residence of Gtti> 
tavtts is at Gripsholm; a town in the province of Suder^anlaad 
(about twettty**five English miles west of Stockholm), where he 
has a palace, erected by the ancient kings of Sweden. 

However, a circumstance has occurred which reeds Hii 
majesty to the capital. It is the anniversary of Ae birdidajr 
of the late king; and the inhahttanta of this city are arranging 
an entertainment with which they mean to celdsraCe the same, 
and to dedaretheir loyalty to bis beloved successor. This dsj, 
which gave birth to the monaitdi ao canonized in all thnr 
heaorta, is to open to the e3^s of his son^ and the nation, tbe 
statue of the illustrious Gustavus Augwtus! For, with tbafc 
tkle^ so descriptive oi his vtrtues and patronage of the fine 
amsf do some of them designate Guatavua III. 

The king arrived late last night. The town waa ilhimkfaied, 
and every j»«e|iaratioa made for the soknmity of this day. 

At the hour appointed for the' dkclosure of the long ei^- 
pected work of the wctt known Sergei, the troops, firnniogthe 
garrison of Stockholm, were out, both horse and foot, upon the 
hill which faces die angle of the palace where the obelisk a> 
granite stands. The coacoui^e ol people waa immense, as4 
th€ day, fortunately, fine. I, of course, was there; congratu- 
lating m3raelf that n rimilar scene to one I had heard described 
at Su Petershurgh, of the opening of the statue of a great 
•monarch, I should be a witness to at StoeUkoloito 

The figure was covered with a teiiq)orary scaffolding, wbicb, 
on a signal being givoi by the flight of a rocket^ that his wt- 
jesty was in sight, fell to the ground, and the fofm of their late 
king was beheld by the popidaoe. Oh, what a shout was there! 
It was not die hursah of surprised curiosity^ buii the cry (tf a 
people agunbehdding a fadier who had been rifted from diem 
by tbe crueUtost treachery. It pierced mtf beast; what mast it 
th^ have done those wba knew wid had felt his virtues! 
. On the. edge of the wnter, behind tbe alatue, wete rsaged 
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the standaids of each Swedish province^ flanked by rostral 
columns of granite. On the appearanc^V>f the youngking^a 
salute of a hundred pieces of cannon announced his arrival 
Placing himself at the head of the three regiments of guards, 
and advancing before the figure, he gave the word of com* 
aaand, and they fired several volleys in honour of the day. Hi* 
majesty rode a white charger; and was surrounded by him 
officers of state, as well as a body of cuirassiers, whose high 
helms, plumes, and shining armour, imp«rted an uncommonly 
chi valric effect to the scene. The action of the monarch seemed 
as if he yet thought himself prince only, and moving imder the 
eye of his august father. 

The feelings of one whose soul is so alive to honour and 
filial affecdon, cannot be doubted. He came to the unfolding 
of a monument erected to die memory of his father, by his 
people! It was not a cold ceremony, but a solemn dedication^ 
to testify to poeterity the everlasting reverence in which they 
held their murdered king; their father: and diat he deserved 
that xel^rential tide, every lip was.open to declare. He watched 
over them with all the care of a parent; -4md provided for die 
poorest of his subjects with an attention, that showed affection 
was united with the justice of an impartial legislator. 

So regarding his memory, did the people appear before his 
statue: and the melancholy aspect of his gallant successor, 
bpre the strongest marks that his feelings were in unison. The 
look with which he contemplated die maxble representative of 
his murdered father, I shall neve^ forget. His face was as pale 
as the statue's, while an expression of sorrow and admiration 
sat in his eye, that commanded the homage it expressed. 
When he bent down his head, and turned firom the scene, the 
acclamations of loyalty that resounded on every side seemed 
eo burst from every heart. For a moment they forgot the 
bther in the son, Gusuvus Augustus, in Gustavus the Brave; 
and had the dropping of a tear sealed my death wanrant at that 
tiaae, it must have fallen; I never was so strangdy afiestsd: it 
was the virtue of the past and the present striking me at' once> 
and, yon wiH allow, that sud» admiration gives an ablating 
deli|^, that sometimes overflow!^ at isbe eyes. 
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when he hxarks at you and speaks, ihe virmsky of Ihs manner 
and the briQbmcy of his countenance are beyond deacrtptioa* 
His mouth is well shaped, with small mustachios on his upper 
lip; r*nd his hair, which is cr6pped and without powder, b 
combed up from his forehead. 

Her majesty is most interestingly beautiful; very much re* 
aembling her sister the empress of Russia. She is fair with ex-* 
pressire bhie eyes- Her features are fine; but the affatnlity of 
her countenance, her smile, and engaging air, independently 
of other charms, would be sufficient to fascinate eveiy heart 
sdmost to forget she was a queen, m her lovdiiness as a woman* 
She was drest with exquisite taste. Her hair, in light but 
luxuriant tresses over her brow and head, was looped up with 
ft double diadem oiF jewels* Her robe was splendidly embfoi* 
dered; and on her breast she wore the badges of the order of 
St. Catherine* And certainly it must be acknowledged that 
the star, whether of distinction or of beaui^, never shone 
brighter than on the bosom of the fair Helen of the North; ibr 
thus this beautiful queen is generally distinguished: though 
were I to give her a tide, it should rather be that of Andro- 
mache, whose beauties, lovely as they were, were yet tran- 
scended by the more endearing graces of the chaste wife and 
tender mother. 

During the whole of the evening, after the musical salutatton, 
their majesties mingled with the company, conversing widi 
every person with the kindest condescension. Every citizen 
was spoken to; and their eyes sparkled with joy, while their 
tongues faultered out a reply to the address of their sovereign. 
His conversation with the subjects of his brother in arms^ our 
revered monarch, was of the most gratifying complexion; no 
coldness, no form; all was frank, great, and consistent widi 
himself^ In short, it would have been impossible for any poten- 
tate to have shown more graceful knight like courtesy to all 
present; or for a sovereign to be received with deeper homage 
from a bmve and loyal people. In many courts I have seen the 
body of loyalty, here its spirit ^as felt. 

Who that was present at such a scene would believe, that 
some of his ungracious subjects affect to lament the destiny 
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of Ae state? But so it is. As in nioBt cooncries fHOties exist) 
who contend for they know not what, even in Sweden theire 
are a set of gnimblers, troubting the goverfiment with discon- 
tents, whieh, lying in themselves rather than in the constitu- 
tion, neither king nor senate can rectify. These turbulent na- ■ 
tures are the torment of every state* We may consider them as 
inherent diseases amongst all people; a sort of acrimonious 
humour boiling from the *body politic, which, as the evil is in 
human nature, must discharge itself somewhere; and what is 
'more, there is no hope of the disorder being cured, till the 
ih»l exit of the world widi all its imperfections. 

A superb supper was prepared for the royal visitants, and 
one equally elegant for the rest of the assembly. Tbek majes* 
ties returned from the banqueting room into the dancing saloon 
^bout twelve o'clock, where they remained tUl four o'clock in 
die morning; at which time they took their leaves; -first kissing 
^eir offspring With the most parental tenderness, and then re- 
peating their adieus to the company, arm in arm they left the 
apartment, followed by the acclamations and blessmgs of all 
present. 

So powerful was the example of this illustrious pair (and 
indeed, at the moment they embraced their children first re- 
called to me the similitude of Hector and Andromache), that 
every wife drew nearer to her husband, and, like her august 
queen, quitted the room so supported, rather than be led out 
by any of die yoimg men who pressed around her. The effect 
was as remarkable as instantaneous; and showed the conse- 
quence of example in the great. As I observed the departing 
groups, I could not but reflect with pleasure on the scene I had 
witnes^d: where a young and heroic sovereign had laid aside 
his purple, and appeared amongst his people, as a friend, -a 
husband, and a fedier. This was a lesson for the world as 
well as for Sweden; for princes as well as their subjects. 

I understand that this fete^ and the elevation of the statUje 
besides, was given at the charge of the citizens of Stockholm. 
They were, in all ages of the monarchy, more attached to their 
sovereign than any other inhabitants of the towns; and now, 
they evinced the same sentiment by a cost and magnificence 
rarely exhibited in the kingdom* 
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I have always found that amongst a&ir race of people beau^ 
predominates: and in no country did I ever see Ofiore general 
claims than both the males and females of Sweden have to that 
charming gift of nature* The figures of the men are well pro* 
portioned, often very elegantly; with good features and animat* 
ed complexions. The women are delicately shaped, with skins 
80 softly tinted, that it looks more like the soft tex^irt of the 
luaiden rose, than flesh and blood. There is something .vety 
feminine in this sort of beauty, aad when in perfection k is 
absolutely seraphic* You can recollect Homer's descriptaoQ 
of the golden haired Helen, and you will understand what i 
mean. 

A more lovely assemblage of these demi-goddeasea coidd 
not have been produced, than those I saw last night iadie baB 
room; however, they waited that air which we call fiwhioli, 
that ease of deportment, that, I cannot teU what, of tmt^ wUch 
the French, Russian^ and English fair of the same rttik, &• 
eminently possess* 

In one accomplishment both sexes are agile to an excess: 
dancing* There are few Swedes of any quality, that do not 
perform this exercise with a science beyond any thing we could 
either expect or desire in a mere amateur. I am much of Ches* 
terfield's opinion, that ^^ whatever it is worth while to do, it is 
worth while to do well." And certainly, though it be wofdi 
while for a gendeman or lady to dance elegandy, it is mere 
fantastic idleness to becqme such proficients, as to rival the 
professional exertions of a Vestri^ or Deshayes. I do not in- 
sinuate a sly whip at any of my acquaintance by this remark: 
some persons are so happily formed by nature, inheriting grace 
at their birth, that ^^ nodiing they mean well, the|f can do ill." 
I only dislike where men and women make a study of dancing, 
and raise intp first considerations the mere pla3^ings of life« 

Having led you such a whirligigs you will think it high time 
I should profit by my own remark; and ceasing my curvets, 
bid you adieu for the night* Xlien, taking the civil hint, I very 
gladly subscribe myself your ever faithful friend. 
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LETTER XXXVUL 

Stockholm, February, 1808. 

HAVING presented you at court, I shall now conduct you 
tt> parade; and show the monarch of Sweden in the midst of his 
•oUiers. On great occasions he is always attended by his dra- 
iMDt, or body guard, which is composed whoUy of nobility. 
Their dress is particularly martial; and, I understand, is in the 
teae ftshioo they wore in the reign of Charles the Twelfth. 

The number of the drabants is now confined to forty; but 
imder Cbaries they were more numerous, being ever an almost 
impregnable bdt of braye hearts around him. At the terrible 
bude of Pukowa, when the litter in which the wounded king 
lay was shattered to pieces by a volley from the Russian can- 
son, twenty-four of these young nobles were killed by the ex- 
plosion, and the rest, all excepting seven, slain in the conten- 
tion over their fallen sovereign. In. honour of this valiant 
remnant, who carried off the almost expiring Charles, the 
corps, hereafter, wore seven buttons on a particular part of 
their dress, in commemot^tion of the circumstance. 

Every individual of the drabant being noble, even to die 
privates, they all have military rank. On days of state they 
sUffid round the person of the king as our yeomen of the 
guards attend on king George. Their cuirasses are of polish- 
ed steel, and have three golden crowns, the arms of Sweden, 
embossed upon them. Their sleeves, breeches, &c. are of buff 
doth; their boots are high, with long spurs^ A superb casque 
of ^ded brass, splendidly jdumed, and crested with a lion, is 
wom on the head. Their weapons are a carbii:^ and sword.' 
The effect of such a guard is regal; and becoming a military 
monarch- 

Tbe foot guards of his majesty are comprised in three regi- 
ments, under the titles of the first, second, and Finish guards. 
Formerly, each regiment contained eight hundred men, but 
now they are reduced to five hundred. I also .saw the only 
corps of life guards a chevah they were wretchedly mounted<» 
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and not very martially attired; their dress being white with 
blue returns; round hats awkwardly ornamented with bear 
skin, and other accdmpaniments 'not at all conducive to dieir 
soldierlike appearance. The heads of the foot guiards, alio, 
are covered with a round hat, turned up on one side widi a 
yellow cockade and feather: ail the infimtry liave this latter 
decoration. 

The navy wear blue, with a metal epaulet; round liats^tfri 
very high feathers, rather a troublesome appendage, I«hOiiU 
suppose, in a gale of wind. But useless, or rather intonvsai- 
ent as the plume may 'be at sea, there is yet anotlier oidtfed- 
essential in their dress ten times worse in bodi respects: spurs! 
Not only officers of every description belonging to the ttmy 
wear them, by a special ordinance, but even die naval otbcm 
are obliged to put theni on. These last gentlemen, until tfaef 
arrive at the rank of admiral, are distinguished by the mitttarf 
titles of major, colonel, &c« 

The forces of the line are raised in the provinces on a simi- 
lar plan with our militia; each district being obliged to fiiniidi 
a given number of infantry or troops. These regiments do not 
remain embodied, as a continued standing army, but sevrc 
merely during the war. I am told, that in less than six hovn 
a battalion of a thousand or two men can be got together, ann' 
ed and equipped for instant service* In the province to whkh 
they belong, the peasantry are constrained, by an order of 
state, to convey them in wagons to a certain rendezvous, aad 
leave them there within a given period; so as to insure diess- 
semUing of the strengdi of the kingdom, at any fixed point, in 
a short time. 

During the absence of the soldiers, their fellow peasants ait 
obliged to till the ground belonging to each military indivi-i 
dual, that his family may not suflFer by the service he is gose 
to render to his country. Surely there is reason in this; wis- 
dom as well as humanity. A subsistence being provided fcr 
the wives and children of soldiers, much wretchedness, and its 
consequent beggary and plunder, are prevented: instead of' 
mendicants and robbers, useful citizens are reared to the state. 
And one prevention to hisurc the health of the body politic, is 
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worth half a socHte remedies to hetil a constitution, which must 
be crazed hy repeated disorders. Should the soldier be killed, 
or die in the .service, the neighbour peasants continue their 
care of his family, till tho boys be old enough to cultivate for 
themselves* By thisarrai^ment, the Swede goes forth for the 
defence of his, country with a fi«e mind: while he is absent, 
that country wiU protect his family; and should he die, the 
sane would provide for them, tiU years and strength render it 
as-longer necessary* 

The officers have houses and lands assigned them according 
totheir military rank; on each individoal's death it devolves 
to hb regimental successor: so that in lime of peace they live 
aoiongst the peasants who have formed, and may again, here- 
after, their respective corps. Consequently the attachment of 
the men to their commanders is often so firm, that in the de* 
fence of some of their officers, they have been known to stand 
till they were cut piecemeal. The plan is not unlike that of 
the clanships of Scodand, where the chief, by his title of supe* 
riotity, residence amongst a certain race, protection and kind* 
Qflis, makea himself such a power in their hearts, that they are 
ready to follow him to the extremity of the globe, to life or 
death. There ia something very patriarchal in this mode of 
aational defence; its sufficiency seeming to depend more on 
the afiection of thc^ people than the authority of the king. Such 
a foundation is die strongest: it was the ground of the might}' 
Gustavua of Sweden. And who will say, but to be thus a 
monaich, is to reign indeed! 

The noble Swede who was my conductor through the mili* 
taty department, next led me to view the architectural oma* 
iDents of Stockholm. The first we visited was the church of 
Addphus Frederic, the grandfather of die present king* He 
was much beloved by the country; and during liis reign made 
aumy beneficial alterations in the laws* His memory rendered 
the building interesting; although its architectural perfections 
were few indeed* Being the most modem religious edifice of 
consequence in Stockholm, it is regarded with admiration by 
the inhabitanto. Nothii^ without or within deserves their 
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eulogiums excepting the altarpiece and a fine monument, hoA 
the work of SergaL 

The first is plaster of Paris, a basso relievo of the resume- 
tion of our Saviour. The subject is simply and beautiiuHjr 
treated. Christ is ascending with extended arms, his face ele- 
vated towards heaven. Three angels harmoniously group widi 
his divine figure, being in the attitude of supporting the stoile 
which has opened from the tomb. The drapery in whiefa^ the 
body had been wrapped, is exquisitely disposed, and admira- 
bly unites the design. In the comer, at the bottom, sits a sol- 
dier, the only mortal in the scerte; and he sleeps ! The sentiment 
of the sculpture teems with thought: I leave it not in nnprofit* 
able hands when I resign it to yours. 

A little to the right of the altar is a mtmument erected ki 
the year 1777, to the memory of a nobleman who died in 1560. 
It is of bronze, and surpasses almost every specimen of the 
kind I have seen: in short, I cannot speak too highly of die 
design, or sufficiently eulogize the undescribable beauty of its 
expression. It is an angel holding up in his left hand the toreh 
of life, which is extinguished; with his right he unveib the 
world by raising a piece of drapery: emblematic, I suppose, 
that death, while it destroys our mortal fires, opens the aai« 
verse to the sight of our unembodied spirit. If this be not the 
explanation of Mr. Sergal's allegory^ I have read his sculp* 
tured eloquence amiss; but though I may be mbtaken in that 
mystery, you will not discredit my eyes when I tell you, ihtt 
the execution of this monument, the globe, the drapery, and 
the cloud, so judiciously blending with the angel, gave me a 
thousand times the pleasure I received from die altarpiece, or 
the newly erected statue of the late king. 

It would be dangerous to step forward as the first criticiser 
of the latter work* I dare hardly allow myself to see any thing 
but beauties in this great and last labour of genius. Only a 
few, the inhabitants of Stockholm and its environs, have yet 
seen it; and how can I presume to judge of what deserves the 
suiFrages of a world. Being but a young scholar in the school 
of arts, I fear to speak before my seniors iii experience; and 
besides, respect for the venerable artist, who dedicated so much 
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anxiety to .the complettng of the statue, hoping, aft it would be 
his last, it would also prove his most perfect work, rather 
withholds me from saying aught in its prejudice* However, as 
writing to you is only another mode of thinking, I will make 
no further hesitation, but hazard a few remarks on what really 
struck me as adverse to its merit, when I had an opportunity 
of visiting it alone, and of inspecting it at my leisure* 

Its situation is excellent* The rising ground, which gradu* 
aUy ascends in front of the statue, enables the observer to view 
it on any plain, and at any distance* Indeed it may even be 
looked down upon: so commanding is the opposite ascent* But 
here ar:it contradicts nature* When a proper point is discovered 
to see it from to the best advantage, you find yourself too far 
removed; as all its minor beauties are lost.in the distance* This 
fiiult arises from the height of the porphyry pedestal, which is 
not only of Tbself too high, but is additionally elevated by three 
or four lofty steps* These foundations raise the figure so much 
above the proper level, that its grandeur is impaired, and the 
effect, as a colossal statue, totally lost. So far the pedestal only 
I blame* The figure itself is full of majesty $ but there is a 
something about the shoulders extremely awkward^ an appear* 
ance of being shrugged. It cannot be meant as the form of the 
king, but must be an error in the disposition of the draperyi 
however, it is very unfortunate, as it deprives the figure of tha^ 
ease it would otherwise have possessed. The head Seems much 
too small; as bad a defect in the one extreme, as too large a 
one is in the other. The face, I am told, is a striking likeness 
of his late majesty; and bears in every feature the stamp of 
greatness, with an expression of goodness that recaU his fat« 
with redoubled regret. Take the whole of the lower part of the 
figure, and it appears too slight for the shoidders; and when is 
added to them, a vast redundancy of robe, the efifect is altoge* 
thcr heavy and discordant* With due deference to the genius 
and taste of Mr. Sergid, I think he might have arranged th« 
drapery of this admirably picturesque dress much better* The 
parts of it are well adapted to the full display of the finest hu* 
man proportions; and as the king was beautifully shaped by 
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nature^ I cannot but regret that the artist has not more grace* 
fuUy disposed the robe round the figure. 

The attitude is thus: the right hand holds an olive branch; 
the left, the rudder of an ancient galley. The design seems to 
refer to the Peace of Vanela, and the Victory of the Galleys. 
He is resting on his left foot; the other is thrown back, giving 
the statue a kind of expected motion. Indeed t.he whole of the 
composition resembles the Apollo BeLvidere. The dress is that 
of the Swedish navy, worn some time ago; and being of the 
Spanish fashion, corrected by a simple Grecian taste, is admi- 
rably adapted either for the pencil or the chisel. 

During my visits to this statue, and they were not unfre* 
quent; for the faults I have noticed were by far outnumbered 
by its beauties; my Swedish friend was often my companion, 
who seldom approached the image of Gustavus III., without 
recounting some event redounding to his fame. But the cir- 
cumstances of his dealii, which, though sad, seemed, in repeat- 
ing, to. gratify his sorrow, by giving him an opportunity to in- 
dulge it, were his favourite theme. He made it apparent that 
parties disturbed the late king^s reign with a violence they have 
never attempted in this. Gustavus, by pardoning their defec- 
tion, emboldened them to greater audacity; and so proved, that 
generosity often only arms its enemy. Few who are base enough 
to injure, know how to estimate forgiveness; either too hard to 
repent, or too proud to be grateful, tliey repay forbearance with 
insolence, and clemency with treason. The revenge a man wiU 
not take, their meanness thinks he cannot; and what springs 
from the strength of goodness, is by them despised as a proof 
of weakness. 

Three young men, of whom Ankarstroem was the leader, m 
a fit of political fanaticism, took a solemn oath to destroy the 
king. When we hear of these invocations of the Deity amongst 
infamous conspirators, does it not make us tremble at the 
dreadful inconsistency of man. What is it they swear? asd t» 
whom do they swear? Murder, — and to God! It is tremendous 
blasphemy: and even with them can only arise from inconsi- 
deration or art. What can bind him who, by the act he swears 
to commit, determines to break through the most powerful ot 



m SWEDEN. : 34^ 

all bonds, ibt law not less of nature than of^heaven? They tdiA 
think there is an]g thing in a traitor's oath, more than the words 
which convey it, are as ignorant of man as of virtue. 

These Swedish traitors cast lots for the 6rst stroke at Gus^* 
tavus. The bloody prize fell to Ankarstroem, who, armed with 
a 4cntelated dagger, and a pair of pistols charged with bullets 
and nails^ (both weapons being calculated to render the death 
he gave more than usually agonizing), wrapped himself in his 
cloak, and entered the masquerade, where the king was to be 
present. The other conspirators were also in the apartment; 
but the deed was to be attempted by their leader. After hover* 
ing about his majesty for some time, they observed him retire 
for air into a less crowded part of the saloon, and lean against 
a pillar with his mask in his hand. Ankarstroem slid cautious- 
ly behind him, and lodged the contents of one of the pistols in 
ihe small of his back. The monarch fell. " It is a Frenchman!** 
cried he. But alas! he lived to learn it was a Swede; and felt a 
more deadly wound at that information than even his ball had 
inflicted. He was shot on the fifteenth of March, and died the 
twenty-ninth, in a state of sufferings which the surgeons said 
they would have declared intolerable, had not the magnanimity 
of the king endured it all without a groan. 

The agitation of my narrator, though so many years have 
past since the event, was so great when he spoke particularly 
on the subject, that while I respected the steadiness of his af* 
fection, I could not but increase my reverence of a prince, the 
loss of whom could awaken such never-ceasing regrets. 

Among other anecdotes which my friend related to me of 
his deceased monarch, he described several gallant instances 
of a bravery seldom seen in kings since the romantic ages* One 
or two I cannot but repeat. 

When Gottenburg, the most considerable city in Swedem 
next to Stockholm, was beleagured by the Norwegians under 
prince Charles of Hesse, Gustavus, having been basely betray- 
ed by a refractory part of his army, flew to the mountains of 
Dalecarlia; and throwing himself upon the loyalty of that har- 
dy people, informed them of the extremity in which the coun- 
try lay, and called vipon them, by the memory of their former 
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{mm, to fbUo w him to llie walls of Gqttenburg. lliree tboimid 
came forward at once; the example was cont^igious; Gustanyt 
aoon found himself at the head of a large army, and dmMf 
bis march to the coast. But doubting that Gottenbui^ nu^jht 
aurrender before it could have intimation of the coming sik* 
eours, he determined to run every personal risk to saw.^ 
city* Leaving the brave Dalecarlians under' a thisty geaeisii 
to follow with rapidity, he disguised himself, and attended bf 
a single domestic, penetrated even through the camp of bU 
Wemies to die walla of Gottenburg. On appearing at the gito, 
he with much difficulty persuaded the Swedish guard to al)(»ir 
him to pass. — ^*' If you doubt my being a friend,'' said he, *^«t 
least take me before your commander; should I prove, the re^ 
verse, I shall then be your prisoner.*' 

Gustavus was conducted to the military governor; and what 
was his surprise at beholding in a man brought to him asaspv, 
his august sovereign! The news was the trumpet of viaoty« 
The Delecadians arrived. The king appeared at the head of 
the garrison; and, aided by other favourable circumstances, (he 
siege was raised, and Gottenburg rescued from a foreiga 
yoke by the intrepidity of its monarch. 

This action was not more gallant by land than the battle of 
the galleys was by sea. The Swedes fitted out a fleet of this 
kind of vessels with gunboats, to oppose one of a similar coa* 
•truction sent out by the empress of Russia under the com* 
mand of t^e prince of Nassau. Gustavus put himself on boani 
one of these galleys, and after a desperate battle with dis 
prince, captured thirty of his ships; but being afterwanls hea^ 
med in by tw;o immense Russian squadrons in the gulf of 
Viborg, the whole fleet must inevitably have surrendered, had 
his majesty been less determined to run every danger, for ^ 
honour of Sweden. 

Some on board recommended him to ^ve up the day as loaC 
but like our daundess Nelson, it may be said Ac never imv 
fear: and aupgprted in his impregnable resolution by another 
of our thunderbolts of war, the king, pouring a broadside to 
the right and left, led the way; and cutting through the voy 
centre of bis enemies, not only escaped with honour, but lam^ 
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ing round to face the astonished gallejrs, before the rocks of 
Schvenko-sund, again grappled with the prince of Nassau, took 
from him nearly fifty vessds, with ten thousand prisoners, and 
retomed to Stockholm covered with glory. Great bravery was 
&{dayed in ^e contest: and while both wer& admirable as en- 
enies, who but must regret that they are not always friends? 
From tiiis victory arose the peace of Vanela, which not only 
rej<nced th^ harassed Swedes, but filled Su Petersburgh wid^ 
Hluminations. 

To express Gustavus' sense of the share our brave English-* 
fluui had in the success of the day, he knighted him on the spot 
indi the grand cross of the noble order of the sword. Not sa* 
tiafied with this, he ^sked Sir Sidney what he should give him 
is a remembrancer of Schvenko-sund? The knight replied, 
" Your majesty's picture."— >* No, my brave friend," returned 
the king, ^^ yt>u shall have your own!" and he the next day sent 
bim a fine portrait of Charles the Twelfth. The compliment 
was worthy of the prince, and of the British hero. 

Like Caesar, I say, <^ happy was Alexander who had arrived 
at the prize of hb career, before the Roman had started!" 
Though I have also received the honour of knighthood, I yet 
consideFmy epurs are to be won; and in obedience to the higher 
powers, it will not be very long before I try their metal. A few 
days ago I was honoured by the official investiture of the Eques* 
trian order of St. Joachim, electing me a knight commander, 
flic* 8ec. My diploma was dated May, IgOf: but owing to con* 
tiftental disturbances, I did not receive it till now. You can be- 
lieve, that as this is one of t)ie orders of which our immortal 
Nelson was a brodier, I consider the honour I bear as doubled, 
by its making me aknight of his fraternity; and all I now want 
to make my star shine without a clouc^ is the approval of ray 
own revered sovereign of the distinctions I have received* 
Tbey are estimable to your friend, not because of the title. 
Ibey confer, but as a witness of that esteem having been ad<» 
judged to him by foreign nations, which will ever be his am- 
Utkm to deserve in his own. I should be unworthy of your 
friendship were not these the sentiments of yoiu: faithful 
incaicl. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

. Upsal, March. 1808. . 

IT happened as I expected: news arrived from thefrontieiv 

which put ail Stockholm in consternation. The Russians had 

. passed die Swedish lines, and advanced as far as Louisa,* 
seaport town in the province of Nyland, on the north coast of 
the gulf of Finland. 'No information of this intended inva- 
sion having been intimated to the court of StocUiolm by the 
Russian ambassador, the king issued orders for his arrest; and 
immediately he and his suite were confined to bis hotel undera 
guard of cavalry, without permission t<» communicate with aiqr 
person within or without the town. 

Thus then the javelin has been mutuiAy thrown; war is de« 
clared: and as there is no calculatbg on what may be its events, 
I shall make the most of my time; and at. this early period of 

^ hostilities, set forward to uke my intended tour of the inteiior* 
In this frame of mind, I prepared to bid a short adieu to 
Stockholm; and being provided with an agreeable companioii 
in Mr. F— — s (a son of the good Sir William F—s of Ed- 
inburgh, whose name need only be mentioned to excite the 
liveliest respect), I left the city: having previously received 
from a Swedish gentleman a useful route, with directions to 
render our northern travelling as easy and pleasant as possible* 
His first advice was, that we should not hire a sledge, but 
purchase one, which might be done for a trifle. Did we com* 
mit ourselves to the chance of engaging vehicles on the road, 
the consequence might be dangerous; as the hackney sledges 
are in general insecure and very comfordess* One horse is 
sufficient for your machine, if you be content to adopt one of 
the season; but should vanity, or inexperience lead you to pre^ 
fer a carriage on pattens, you must then have three or foar 
horses; with the inconvenience in these narrow ways, of movfag 
slowly, and very often at the imminent risque of being upset 
The Swedish sledge is therefore the best conveyance in winter: 
but should the journey be in summer, then I recommend yout 
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own Engtifth carriage by aB means; as there is nougfatyou can 
hire along the roads, in tlie shape of vehicles, but mere rustic 
carts. 

To- proceed with rapidit}^ it is requisite to send forward tct 
Ae various posts a forbade or courier (what antiquary will 
gainsay that oar verb to forebode sprung from this very nounr 
Indeed, there are clear traces in the language of Britain of the 
former visits of our nordiem neighbours to this island)* The 
foreboding, foreseeing, foredoing gentleman, or by whatever 
mrnie you choose to call him, orders horses to wait you at every 
station, accordmg to the fixed hour when he expects 3^00 wiU 
arrive. By him, all your heavy baggage is sent; and so honest 
are the people, that there would be no hazardof any being stolen, 
idiould it remsdn, without your appeibrance, from this to dooms- 
day. But should you not appear at the different stages to th6 
time your forbode has appointed, this inconvenience ensues; 
the boors may retuni to their respective homes with the horses; 
you are oUiged to pay double for them on your arrival, and 
have the additional puAishment of waiting until others are 
hroaght. An error of this kind at the first post, generally oc- 
cadkms a defoult of time to all the rest; and so disappointment, 
delay and expense accompanies you throughout the journey. 

llie peasant Who brings the animals, is contented with two 
er three schillings for his douceur; about two pence English. 
Charioteers, or postillions you have none: you are obliged either 
to hire a person expressly for that purpose, or to drive yourself, 
which, if travelling day and night, would be no very agreeable 
amusement. The actual tax for each horse per mile, (six £ng« 
lidi), fixed bylaw in 1800, is twelve schillings rix money, aboift 
nine pence of ours. This, in starting from the country; but i£ 
from any city, the price is double. 

like variation in the length of the mile of different countries, 
is very troublesome to travellers, who may not be exactly 
aware of the allotted ground in each. 1 found it very vexatious 
7^ iiTvt; and that you may not stumble where I fell, and be be- 
i»|^xted.wbere I expected day, I shaU, while 1 think of it, give 
you a little calculation of miles according to the measurement 
of our neighboiu4ng nations: ten five-eighths of Swedish miles 



aS2 ' TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

make a degree^ and are equivalent to fifteen German, tweatjs« 
five geographical French miles, fifty English, aeventy-€ve 
Iti^ian miles, and one hundred Russian versts* 

Having taken the necessary precaution for a journey into the 
interior, of providing our sledge with eatables, I set forth with 
my friend* The velocity with which we passed over the bozet 
lakes and high grounds, was even more amazing than thiK 
Vhich I had experienced in Russia; amd we arrived at Upsd 
about eleven at night, having quitted Stockholm at five die ( 
evening, being a distance of seven Swedish miles. In i 
the circuit is k>nger, as th«f waters, being then released, doaot 
allow the short cuts now made by crossing over their icy bo* 
8oms» The borders of these glassy plains are ridily wooded^ 
and adorned with numerous country residence^ belong^g to 
the nobility* 

It being dark when we entered this ancient town, ydu suist 
pardon me tKat I gave you no account of its approadi* It a 
built on the banks of the river Fyris, and altdgether exhlbils 
a very veneraUe appearance. Old historians tdl us, that Upasl 
was a city in the year of our Lord 240, when li^, oo beh^ 
elected king of Sweden, after the death of his ftther, a wise 
and bravd monarch, fixed his residence here, chooskig^rfteii fs 
be called king of UpsaL At present, instead of a royal palace, 
it boasts a fine cathedral, in which the mooarchs of Sweden aie 
usually crowned* From the earliest times, erudition does not 
aeem to have been neglected at Upsal; some of its kings, from 
tb/eir superior learning, acquired the name of magicians, the 
general appellation given to sages by the northern barbariaBS. 
In later ages, in the year 1247, Eric XL instituted a universi^ 
here, which was afterwards very richly endowed both by 
Gustavus Vasa and Gustavus Adolphus. One part of diis es- 
tablishment being built by the latter monarch, is called Acidemia 
Gustopiana. These places I purpose going particularly through, 
and then. I will duly initiate you into all their mysteries* 

Upsal is the see of the primate of Swed^i. His dignity onoc. 
overtopped that of the throne: he was a semuor by his office; 
and possessed such an immense church patrimony, thttt nodbiog 
could withstand the power of his riches* His palace ^ndietisitr 
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#m tndh^ IhA^iJIicent than Uie king's; and, indeed it may be 
laid, lliat untt! the accession of Giistavsis Vasa the archbishop 
6f Upsal Was sovei-cign in Swederi. Since the protestant pro- 
fedsiori iii that kingdom, the overweening power of the metro- 
politan is limited within the proper bounds; and we now 8e« 
dttt holy simplicity, blended with the grandeur of sacerdotal 
di^lfy, Which best becomes a representative of the apostles^ 
Throdgh iht kindft'^ss of one of my Swedish friends in the 
ttphaii I ^^« provided with letters of introduction to Lind- 
Meim^ tli^ present archbishop, and dso to the professors of the 
ttttlvetsit^f. 

Being so well introduced, the morning after our arrival we< 
ptdi our respectsi to his grace, and delivering our credentials, 
Wtit t^tthftd with a cavity and kindness which left Us at eas^ 
m a moment. Ther^ was no cold statelinessf in his demeanor; 
MtUl:ig td remihd us that he iras the first religious character 
in db kitfgdtoj, and We two humble travellers in our one horse 
dadge, visiting him perhaps out of curiosity. He welcomed us 
ab friends, insisted upon ovtr making no other house but his 
pidate oor hdme while we staid at Upsal. li was not a mere 
oiril crifef , but sincerely insisted on with a cordiaSity that per- 
suaded, idore thaoa the comforts he promised. Thus established 
10 fai6 family, he gave orders to the people about him, that every 
ofe^ect hif, and near the city, worthy notite, should be shown 
U0p aaftl that ottt wishes should be obeyed in all things. There 
^te tettie^ng, I would have satid, royal in this priinate's hos- 
jUMHyi bnt I ought rather to have said, it wais most eloquent 
of the feli^flon he professed, a(D munificence, cheerfulness, and 
dignity. The kindnesses he dispensed seemed so much a pari 
of his own nobleness, that he did not condescend to consider 
dneu oUigations. They were friends whom he received, not 
dependemsf. Eiidowing his guests^ with every consideration 
bdongifi^ ab his own honour, hid maintained his dignity by as- 
aerting theh^s^ and while behaving to them with the same 
caurteiy he would have used to a prince, he elevated his cha- 
mcter at the AMiienft he raised theirs. This is a refinement 
isr hospitality praclised by none but the greatest minds. Little 
oiaesf tiiiBkifig dieir digi^tty cannot afibrd to allow much td 
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otherst in general treat their guests with indifference; not aware 
that in so acknowledging, by their conduct, that t^eir friends 
are contemptible, they lower themselves in the eyes of obstrven 
to the level they affect to contemn. Intimates must ever seem 
on a par. 

The archbishop was an invalid: and owing to his indisposi- 
tion, he told us, he had been obliged to tran^or a ceremony be 
was that day to perform, from the cathednd to his palace* It 
was the inauguration of a bishop. Naming the hour, he mvited 
us to be present, and meanwhile sent one of his librarians to see 
that we were conducted to' all the noteworthy quarters of the 
town. 

We first visited the university of Gustavus Adolphus, and 
were ushered into the grand public library. The repository of 
learning is richly stored with volumes of all ages, laoguagesi 
and authors; besides above a thousand manuscripts of great 
value and antiquity. One, esteenied the most precious in dieir 
possession, bound splendidly in polid silver, was laid before us. 
The celebrated Codex Argenteua. It was found at Prague; and 
long afterwards presented to this library by the count de la 
Garde. A beautiful edition with notes and illustrations printed 
at the Clarendon press, Oxford, lies near it; to render the en- 
mination of the original more easy to the curious. This inte- 
resting book contains a translation of the four Evaogelists inio 
the Mesogothic language, by Ulphilas, bishop of Thrace. He 
acquired that title from having converted the Thracians to 
Christianity. To make you a little better acquainted with Ul- 
philas, I shall scribble you a rough learner-like translation of 
a few particulars related in an old account of Upsal, written in 
Swedish. 

"This holy man, Ulphilas, bishop of .Thrace, lived in die 
fourth century, during the reigns of the emperors Vfdens and 
Valentianus. His translation of the gospels is consequenttjr 
older than that by Hierooomy, which, of sdl the Latin versions, 
16 supposed to be of the greatest axitiquity. The book of Ulphi- 
las is in all respects a valuable acquisition: it not only gives us 
a most interesting agquaiptance with the old Gothic language, 
but also affords us a knowledge of its letters, ^t likewise shows 
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the ancient method of pjrinting: for, without a doubt, the work 
in question is not written by the hand." 

This little tract then proceeds to give the following account 
of die mode in which this style of letter-press was executed. 

^ It is done on a parchment oF a purple coloured ground,* 
with letters of silver. Every sheet is divided into given lines. 
ITie place for each line being covered with a kind of transpa* 
rent glue (which is plainly perceptible in the sun), the silver or 
gold was spread over it; and the types made of brass, or of 
some other hard metal previously heated, were pressed firmly 
down, which fixed their form on the skin." The professors of 
Upsal told me that this mode of printing was an invention of 
the ancient Goths. 

The Codex Argenteus was long hidden from the learned 
world: its existence was not even known, while it lay lost 
amongst a collection of books belonging to the friars of Verden. 
During the German war, this library was removed to Prague, 
where the volume in question fell into the hands of field-mar^ 
shsl Koningsmarc. In 1648 he gave it to Isaac Vossius, queen 
Christina's librarian, who took it to England in the year 1655, 
where count Magnus de la Garde purchased it for four hun- 
dred rix dollars; and bringing it to Sweden, made it a present 
to the university of Upsal. Probably its name arises from the 
letters being silver: one would scarcely imagine that a cover 
of that metal would give a tide page to the book. 

We next had the gratification of taking into our hands one 
of the first impressions of the bible. It had been the constant 
companion of the studies of Martin Luther; and opposite the 
tide page is a letter in his own handwriting. Having carefully 
examined the sacred volume, which was quite perfect, a heathen 
work was unfolded to us. The manuscript of the Edda. It was 
found in Iceland; and is said to have been composed by Snore 
Sturistone, one of the rulers ^of that insulated country. He is 
supposed to have lived long before the introduction of Christi- 
anity into any of the northern states. The work is mjrthological 
and contains the peligious doctrines of the Scandinavian Odin. 
Not being master of the key, all its mysteries were locked t© 
me: but the profissor who showed it, said, that its passages 
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stre extremely interesting, and full of very curioud informatioB* 
There is something very provoking in turning over the leaves 
of famous books, when we are ignorant of their language. Oor 
feelings, in such a case, are not dissimilar to what would havtt 
been a completely deaf man's, standing in the foruca where 
Cicero was speaking. 

The Edda is written on parchment, and contains several rodt 
drawings, resembling astronomical figures. It is found ihaic 
these Pagans, at religious meetings, made a sign on th^ 
breasts, not unlike that of the cross used by the^ Greek and 
Latin churches. Theirs was in commemoration of the battle-ax 
of their god Tho&. I am not teamed enough in ecclesiastical 
rites, to know the origin of most of them: but when we caanot 
trace the ordinance which happens to strike us in the scripture 
itself, we may perhaps find it where we least expect, as it n 
very probable that converted heathens would carry a few of 
their old practices into their new religion; only a little nsodi- 
fying them to the occasion, like the transformation of the Pui- 
theon at Rome into a church of the true God. These resem- 
blances, few as they are, between the ceremonies of the pagan 
and the christian workl, are cavilled at by unthinking people, who 
are apt to say Christianity borrows this and that from paganism; 
when the fact is, as Christianity stands simple in the gospel, it 
is intire of itself, insulated from all communion with other te* 
ligions by a flood of light unspotted with any formaliiies. Itt 
only enjoined rites are baptism and the Lprd's Supper. Hence, 
whatever eht we see about it,, whether marking with the cross, 
or any other ceremony; if we can date them from heathea 
sources, they have been borrowed by man, and Christianity has 
nothing to do with them. 

It would be tedious, as well as tantalizing to you, whose fa- 
vourite banquet is a good library, to name all the rare books 
we turned over. In fact, this bibliotheque contains every earijr 
and curious edition of the most scarce and renowned works, to 
the number, I am told, of eighty thousand volumes. 

The saloons are large and well adapted to the studious pur- 
pose to which they are assigned. In one of them stand two 
large chests, iron-botmd, sealed and strongly padlocked. Tliey 
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)ffre d^poaitcid here \^y the will of his late m^jealy Gustavus 
UL who ordered that they were not to be opened till fifty years 
after bis death. Various are the conjectures on their contents* 
Perfaape, on^ sheet of paper in each, copntaining a suitable and 
iriioleaoioe reflection! In the same building is the hall for pub- . 
lie lectures; an anatomical theatre foubded by Rubeck; an 
astronomical observatory planned by Celsius; and a botanical 
girden laid out by Linnsus! All, classic ground, you will say. 
Having enjayed this, mental treat with aa much pleasure as the 
^treme cold would allow, at the appointed hour we returned 
m our friend the archbishop, to be present at the expected 
Mreaiony. 

On reentering the state apartnacnts of the palace at two 
e'dock, we found a great assemblage of persons. His grace, 
and those to be employed in the official duties, were already 
habited in their religioua vestments^ and on. the moment of 
eoounenciAg the sacerdotal rites. The archbishop was apparel- 
kd in long robes of gold tissue superbly embroidered^ with a 
jewelled mitre on his head» and a fuU embossed crosier in hiiB 
hand. The serene expression of his countenance, and the height 
of his person, gave a holy command to his figure,' which the 
magnificence of his sacred habit increased, by reminding us of 
the prophet Samuel. On a table opposite him lay a bible richly 
bound in crimson velvet; also the official documents of the new 
fiuflfragan's dignity: the episcopal oath; and paper of reception 
signed by the hand of the king. 

The clergj^man who awaited his approaching elevation, 
stood in the front, to receive the investiture of his rank, as 
well as the righteous admonitions of his superior. After the 
archbishop had most emphatically delivered a short sermon on 
the occasion, the oath was administered, the cross suspended 
by a gold chain was hung round his neck; the robe was put upon 
his shoulderSf and then kneeling, he received the holy bene- 
diction, the crosier being at the same time placed in his hand. 
A few minutes of silent prayer elapsed, and the newly invested 
rising, the surrounding clergy saluted him Bishop qfCalmar. 

The habits of the archbishop, of his lordship of Calmar, and 
of four others placed on each side of his grace, were all magAi- 
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ficently splendid. Two of the four bishops were in black velvet, 
richly embroidered with silver; having on their breasts a trian* 
gle and glory with the Hebrew characters customary in thivt 
symbol. On their backs, the cross of Christ is wrought in silver, 
with the crown of thorns, &c. The rest of the consecrated as- 
sembly were surpliced in white. An hour saw the completion 
of the ceremony. To-morrow a dinner is to be given by the 
primate in honour of the new bishop; a scene which, I make n<i 
doubt will present as much food for the mind, as for the palate. 
I know not exactly how many of the holy college I shall see; 
but I am told that thirteen bishops now form the number which 
hold that dignity in Sweden; formerly there were no more than 
six. The archbishop of course takes precedence of them all, 
having besides the subordinate classes of the clergy under his 
sacred crosier. 

Being, as it appears, on consecrated ground, you shall hear 
more from me on similar subjects to-morrow; meanwhile, shar- 
ing the good archbishop's blessing with you, I commit you to 
heaven, and remain ever your fsdthful friend. 
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LETTER XL. 

Upsal, March, 1803. 
OUR morning'B widk was to the cathedral. Its architecture 
18 gothic, but spoiled by the materials of which it is built, being 
merely brick of a very bad colour. From this cause its outward 
QraamentB are few, having none but on the entrances, which 
are composed of stone. The great front is flanked with two 
towers, formerly snrmounted by spires; another was elevated 
from the centre of die church, when a fire happening by some 
unexplained accident, burnt them all three; and in their stead a 
set of brick lanterns are erected, of an awkward Roman archi* 
tecture; thus, as we too often do in our country, ruining both 
styles by so preposterous a union. 

The age of the cathedral is not ascertained precisely. It is 
generally supposed to have had its first stone laiid by Charles 
the seventh, (called by the Swedes Carl Suerkerson), in the 
year 1 162; and it is very probable, for he was not only an ex* 
ceUent prince, but very eminent for public acts of pie^. He 
entombed his predecessor the pious Eric the Ninth in this 
church; and to give all ecclesiastical respect to the priesthood 
in his dominions, was the first who elevated the see of Upsal 
to the archiepiscopal dignity. For this purpose he obtained a 
bull from Pppe Alexander IIL, who consecrated Stephanus 
archbishop of Upsal. 

The interior of the church, like most other cathedrals in this 
country, is formed of a long broad susle, and two side ones of 
narrower dimensions. The pillars are of the simple gothic in 
clusters. The adjacent parts of the edifice are equally plain, 
corresponding in the same want of ornament so faithfully, that 
not even a rose finishes the centre of the many arches which 
terminate themselves along the roof. While I looked at it, I 
could not help thinking, that after all the homiige that monarch 
paid to the papal chair, his holiness was very ungrateful not to 
send one sprig from his consecrated tree to bloom across these 
naked walls. The whole has been painted white, a violent de- 
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stroyer of that mild religious light so harmonious mth the pur- 
pose of these buildings. A similar bad taste has daubed the 
capitals of all the columns With adiirk lead colour, which gives 
them the effect of so many smoking chimneys. 

Amongst the numerous monuments which filled the aisles, 
my eye was first sirrestod^y that of Gustavus VrisStf Th^ ioi^ge 
of the king is placed between the efi^es of his two wives. If 
(he ^;ure resembles the h^ro^ he miiat have been Velj like our 
representations of Edward the thirds Hh countenance is so 
&ie, that to enable you to enjoy its teneraUe liites as well at 
myself, I inclose a sketch that I madefroni an etcellent picture 
of this monarch* The monument is of whke marUe, of which 
material the statue of the great Gsbutus is aoilptnted^ habited 
in armour* His queens are richly dressed in robee of states 

If kings could guess what passes in their swbject^s nsads 
while standing over the grave of a good momffeb, they wottM 
understand the .true secret of power; ihey would comprehend 
the real meaning of the eastern salutatictii fnaif the king Bvefor 
mer/ He lives for ever whose beneficial reigdi estaMisfacs Ms 
name in the memories of the peopleto the latest posterity. 

lAany.otbcr tombs of the illuatrious dead^ scattered the pai'e« 
mslit in sad ruins. Another memento mori^ that all the Horkd 
unts and animated busts which ever attempted Hqf eitemize the 
fsnne of nran, have their day of mouldering;, and are indeed of 
m> use towards their greaa aim, unless the nmHe they celebrate 
it of sufficient worth -to be its own acmnument. 

You will smile at so many grave remarks fr6ai nve; but re^ 
onUect where I anK as Solcmion says^ there is a irme.for efv^ry 
tMng! and yois would not have me fkmfmg the harie^hri o^er 
the graves of saints and heroes* Litiie more than haAf a score 
yems ago, you cmidueted me ^tith nmny a gay prank tkn>ii|^ 
the wonders of Westmimter Abbey ! But since theav hatviifg. lost 
with our schoolboy gowns the -better stuff withm, to tmn aA 
showfltof gnMrity tx>a mirtk$Mvmg jes$f sincey as the old women 
say^ ^^ the black cow has trod sop hesfv^iiy on 6ur heels^^ yoo 
most be content to follow my catsed footstep a grape puce 
romid the tombstones* I prithee do not knock me dowifwitb 
one oi them, for thus, evcft iv n cfauvch, breaking out into vtty 
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M sin; and one too, 'so enormous, tbat a pope greater than 
Hildebrand, denounced it to be ^' worse than picking a pocket.^' 
However, I will atone for my transgression by showing you all 
the treasures of this cathedral; and first I lead you to the shrine 
of St. Eric* 

It is of massy silver, and encircles the remains of that hxAy 
and brave monarch. Being descended of an ancient family, well 
known in Sweden by the name of Bonde, he was elected king 
in 11 SO', his valour having recommended him to the people, nt- 
Aer than the piety which afterwards obtained his canonization. 
Under his auapicea religion made rapid strides* He entered 
Finland at the head of an army, less as an object of ambition^ 
.than to propagate the christian faith. His pipesence awtrd the 
natives to/submission without a drop of blood; and taking it aa 
a good omen vouchsafed to his zeal, he not only dispersed nus* 
uonaries throughout the provinces, but became an apostle him- 
self; and endeavoured with all possible ardour to complete the 
conversion of the people* Those whom he found so obstinate 
. in their errors as to refuse baptism, he banished the country, 
consigning them to the sterile providence of the gods they 
jerved. On returning to Upsal he collected the ancient laws of 
the kingdom into one body, ad<ling new edicts of hispwn of 
the first importanee to the welfare of the public. But tlMse 
peaceful virtues were so far from gaining the hearts of a people 
accustomed to outrage and plunder, that they became incensediy 
and in all parts rose in rebellion* To attismpt to execute the laws 
of justice and equity at a time, and in a country' where force 
and power were reckoned sufficient arguments to ezcuae, and 
^cn to justify iigury, was so mighty a crime in thrir eyes, that 
thqr could endure him no longer. He was attacked during di* 
vine service on Ascensioa»dayy in the year 1161, by a party of 
his ungrateful subjects, under Magnus Henrickson, king of 
Denmark. When he was told that the enemy surrounded the 
house, he answered, ^^ Let me. rest tiU mass is over. I trust in 
God either to fight for me, or. to receive me. I cannot sufi* 
ciendy serve him.". The walls were scaled, and a dreadful bat- 
lie ensued* After a most gallant resistance the king surrendered; 
but the tmital Danish monarch had him instandy stripped and 

2Z 
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beheaded wi4ua sight of both armies. The sceoc of this 1au^ 
der is the veiy spot on which the church called Denmark h^s 
siiKO been built. 

Inii recess to the left on entering the church, is a flat rnonu- 
ment of porphjrry, dedicated to the celebrated Linnseus. Hb 
profile is in relievo aa a smsdl oval tablet, bearing a simple ia- 
scription, merely recording the time of hishirth and deadl» 
After wandering with little or no interest amongst the remaia- 
ing tombs, we were at length led into a low cell which contain^ 
cd the relics of ancient popeiy* Chalices, crucifixes, holy ?e8t> 
flsents, and sundry other vestiges of catfaolie worship, met our 
«yc». One cross of silver, of an immense size, was not un* 
wor^ of notice; the workmanship was veiy curious and rich; 
in parts maby deep cavities were visiUe, which had formcily 
been filled with precious stones. At the foot of this coos«> 
crated emblem b a considerable piece of the real cross, a preseot 
Irom^me of the popes to the fathers of Upsal* From the tut- 
aaeiiMii m$rcemix of this kind I have met in my narrow tra- 
v«ls, I eatmbt but supt>ose thai the providers of £urppe irkb 
th^se relics must have had a forest isf them. 1 have seen like- 
wise, it bast, five hands of the aame sainted martyr, who, not 
Ito suspect the truth of the monks tliat possessed them, must 
imdoubtedly have been a descendantof Briareus* 

One sinfpalar pie^e of antiquity was presented to us, the rc- 
ikuuns of a standard made of k shift that belonged to one of tbe 
ancient queens, I believe Margaret de Valdemar. If this weft 
her majesty's last garment of the kind, in a double sense sk 
haust have been sadly reduced: though how that should hsppea 
i caimot make out, as she died imperial over three kiogdoms; 
aiid ther^fdre naore likely to have made her final exit in a robe 
of tissue, than iti one of the present fabric. The enisigti was 
kartly iuScient to determine its bearer to stand; to inspire its 
followers with tepfold ardor: what soldier could desert such a 
banner? What knight would not fight more valiandy before its 
showy lawn, than under the standard of Cmar? A queen's 
shift is so unifue a palladium to defend, so rare a trophy to 
win^ that I do not doubt the most desperate acts of valor took 
place in the contention of who was to possess the honouitil 
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linen which once inveloped the delicate person of a royal dame. 
I cannot omit observing that it was not the finest I ever saw, 
but quite the contrary. How it happened to be thus exposed, I 
cannot easily guess: she would hardly make a present of so ^ 
rough a chemise to her lover Broderson; and he would not be 
such a telltale as to transform it into an^ensign for hit troops: 
no, I am rather inclined to regard it as a penitential garment* 
We have heard of folks mourning their'sins in sackcloth; usoA 
probably that ambitious queen might choose now and then ao 
to humble her body for the pilde of her soul— a feshionalde 
way in those dajrs of compounding for the sins they Were de* 
termined to keep. This then night be her robe of mortifica* 
tion; and no bad trophy for the monks to show of their roytd 
mistresses piety. So enamoured am I of my guess work, thitt I 
have now no doubt it was under this banner, Eric TroUe, tNe 
warlike primate of Sweden, marched against die virtuous 
Steno and the great Gustavus, to dispossess the former of tlto 
supreme power; and to enforce the union of Calmar, the dai> 
ling obj ect of this beauteous Amazon. So far my history of ditt 
royal shift. 

In one comer of the sacristy stands a block of oak^ ruddy 
sculptured into a head and body; time, accident and ill usage 
having deprived it of the other parts, and us of the pleasure of 
viewing so ancient an idol complete. The god Tbor is the ob* 
ject of out* contemplation. The head is by no means bad; its 
character is beyond mediocrity, and possesses much of the ge« 
neral air of the antiques which represent Jupiten at least as far 
as the rude instruments of barbarism on wood could g^ve an 
idea of divinity. This curious remain was brought from the 
old pagan temple not far distant from the city; and is believed, 
by the learned, to have been the chief idol of tho^e dark ages; 
The sight of this savage god finished the rarities of the cath»* 
dral; and expressing our wish to be conducted to the ancient 
temple, by the assistance of his grace's carriage, we were con- 
veyed to the spot. 

It is now become the parish church of Old Upsal, a town to 
the north of Upsal, and like it, once the residence of kings. 
On leaving tihc more youthftil capiiial, we past over a vast plain 
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vhicb has often flowed with the Uoed of cont^ndhigr aFmief«^ 
Its name is romantic enough to inspire many a modern poet 
with rhyming propensities; just the word to close each sfeansa 
to admiration of some metrical ballad singing the chie& of 
other times. Attend! and thank me ior ihefrst rejmalj even i€ 
jTOudonot take fire at. the 80UDd«<»*TMje Plain ot Funis* 
slval! What can be better^ How sonorous, how wild, how 
descriptive of deeds jof arms! Don Quixote would ha^e nm 
mad upon it; and Ariosto's raptures would have sung foidi an 
eulogy of northern heroes, that Would have made his Oriamios 
and Tholands look like fools* Besides this magical sound, the 
scene is fraught with poetical applications. It is bounded by 
several high mounds, raised in memory of fallen chieftains; 
4v£ry one of which has its own legend, full of adventures and 
chivalric glcMy. 

. But to my temple. It is said to be the only remnant of the 
aort now standing in Sweden: and if ancient chronicles tdi 
tme, it also would have been swept away so early as the tenth 
centjbry, if a royal mandate had been obeyed. King Eric the 
Seventh (an ancestor of the saint's) being converted to Chris- 
tianity by Adelwart and Stephanus, missionaries from Ham- 
bvirg^, to signalize his religious zeal, ordered this very temple 
at Upsal to be demolished. But the people, looking upon^ifteb 
commands as a sufficient crime against their gods, instead of 
complying, stcde upon the king at the dead of ni|^t, and aacri* 
ficcd both him and the Germans to their offended deities* He 
is regarded as. the first Swedish mar^. 

The form of the temple was, as far as I could trace it amongst 
its present incumbrances, a parallelogram. The materials, mas- 
ses of granite and flint. I did not find it difficult to distinguish 
the old Scandinavian walls from the more modem additions 
made to adapt the building to its reformed purposes. But, were 
you not apprised of its antiquity, the changes noade by win- 
dowS) doors, altar, and organ, have so new an appearance, that 
you would never guess its antichristian origin. Under its 
present peaceful roof, you would never suspect thathecatombs 
of beasts, and even man, had bled to appease ims^inary deities. 
It h^ the burthen pf a very ill constructed apire, which adds 
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grace neither to the one architecture tidr to the other. Gibbon, 
in his Roman empire, mentions this very building, as near as 
I can recoBect^ as follows. (As my memory is not the most te- 
nacious in the world, if I trip a little in the precise words, 
having not the books at hand, you will forgive me.) 

^ 11D the end of the eleventh century a celebrated temple 
subsisted at Upsal, the most considerable town of the Swedes' 
and God&s. It was enriched with the gold which the Scandina-* 
viano had acquired in their piratical adventures, and sanctijBed 
by the uncouth represenjtations 6f their three principal deities: 
die God of War, the Goddess of Generation, and the God of 
Thunder." 

A very few yards from the church are diree high mounds, 
deeidedly artificial, under which are said to be buried the re- 
mains of these deified personages, Odin, Friga, and Thor. 
Lftde novr is-left of the extensive forests which used to siir- 
rouitd Upsal, amt formed the rdigious retirements of the * 
priests of Odin; but, as my before quoted author speaks of 
them, I shall again attempt to recal his words. 

^ Id a general festival that was solemnized every ninth yeiir, 
nine animals of every species, not excepting the human, were 
sacrificed, and their bleeding bodies suspended in the sacred 
groves adjacent to the temple. The only traces that now sub* 
sist of this barbarous superstition (dianks, I say, to the light of 
chriatittiity!) are contained in the Edda, a 8)^tem of mytho- 
logy compiled in Iceland, and studied by the learned of Den* 
mark and Sweden, as the valuable remains of their antiquities^ 
Notwidistanding the mysterious obscurity of the Edda, we can 
easily tlisttnguish two persons confounded under the name of 
Odin; the God of W^r, and the great legislator of Scandinavia. 
The latter, the Mahommed of the North, instituted a religion 
adapted to the climate and to the people* Numerous tribes on 
either side of the Bahic, were subdued by the invincible valor 
of Odin, by his persuasive eloquence, and by the fame he ac- 
qvdred of a most skilful magician.^ 

I^ike Lycurgus, the principles he had propagated during a 
long and prosperous life, he confirmed by a voluntary death. 
Apfrdientire of die ignominioas efiect of the approach of di&^ 
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rase and itifirmtty, he resolved to expire as became a watrnr* 
la a solemn assembly of the Swedes and Goths (perii^ 
convened in this very temple,) he wounded himself in nine 
mortal parts; hastening awi^y, as he asserted with his dying 
breathy to prepare for them die feast of heroes in the palace df 
die God of War. ft seems that the Edda, though an old nordiem 
trork) was written in the tliirteenth century. Hence, I shodd 
not be surprised to trace in it, as we may in the koran of Ma* 
hommed, many plagiarisms from the books of the aposlfes; 

The author of the Edda makes Odin a lineal descendant 
from Priam of Troy. How he came by this pedigree, heaven 
knows; but, like most of the writers in those ages, neidier ab- 
surdity nor falsehood ever were stumbling blocks in the wa^ 
of establishing a determined point. However, the asserdonis 
not improbable, and scholars generally admit the account as 
bearing many marks of truth. It is weH icnown that at die fid 
of Troy both Grecian and Trojan hferoes were put to the romc; 
ibey had to seek homes on many a far distant shore. It is Ao 
ascertained that this military lawgiver emigrated notdivaid 
fr4»m the coasts of the Caspian Sea, not far from die TanSis. 
He was accompanied by innumerable persons, whose easteia 
magnificence surprised the inhabitants of die shores of titt 
Aaldc; and l^ awe, gendeness, and persuasion, he sboa 
brought these savages to a regular mode of govemmeJk^ A* 
recting his laws and insdtudons widi the greatest wiadoni and 
intrepidity. Tiie Icelandish historian mentions, as a pro<4 
whence the prince and his redhue came, that the nadves caffled 
them Aesir, or Asiades. l cannot but pause a moment to ob* 
serve what a favourable event to die world was the destruc- 
tion of Troy. Its ten years' war, and consequent niiaerle* 
seemed a school in which providence perfected those hekoes 
whom he afterwards meant to distribute over die globe, as Ins 
lawgivers and instruments of civilioadon. Many, like CyW) 
know not the commander whom they serve. 

Odin, it is said, fixed upon Upsal as the cacpitd of his do* 
minions; and Snote Stuiistone also gives him die crefit of 
erecting the temple in question: but I must beg leav6 to dis- 
sent from diat opinidn; veneraUe as it tpaybe, there is yet » 
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evidence beyond asbcxiioik, «dd tbftt is ftct. Now the fact h^ 
that this ancient edifice is totally opposite in its arcbitectuit 
from the A^atio magnificence; possessuig nothing in the least 
similar with any buildings in that part of the world; and tlietft« 
fore / maie bold to suggest that this temple was raised by the 
native wofshippers of Thor^ long before the arrival of Odin* 
Uie rudeness of the structure is a sufficient ju^;ument fot- tUa 
preaumpticm* Odin may have decorated it with gold and sttvor^ 
and anperb consecrations, after the manner of his own countty; 
but certainly the walls^ which are now all that remains to us^ 
are of old Scandinavian origin* 

The head of the northern deities I have already mentioned 
was Then*. He was regarded as the most powerful* Odin and 
his wife Friga were not deified till some years after their 
deaths^ when the zeal of one of their saccessors, and the ven^ 
ration of the people, declared the royal pair toliave been At* 
soended of gods. A belief in the immortality of the soul was 
a0M>iig8t the principles of their religion; and not unlike tbs 
Mahommedan faith, they held th^ warrior creed, that those 
alone who fell in battle, or (fied a voluntary deaA, were ad^ 
mitted into the hall of gods and heroes; there to remain to 
UL eternity, pledging each other in hydromel from the skulk 
of their enemies* This strange sort of Elysian satoon^ where tfat 
spirits of warriors from all nations rioted, was supposed to ht 
of the most agreeable heat; an enjoymant, to natives of the 
poleSy fraught with eternal delights* The most horrid idea 
they could conceive of the hell to which their enemies were 
devoted, was a hell colder if possitdle than ice. Having passed 
several hours amidst these druidical remains, we returned from 
Odin and Thor, to the archbishop and his feast ofsheUs* 

Next morning, which was this morning, (having strayed on 
the former one so many centuries from New Upsal,) that I 
might give you a frur idea of the distant aspect of the city, I 
set forth to view it on the Stockholm side* As you approadn 
the casde presents itself on a commanding eminence* In past 
agtf I do not doubt its barbaric magniicencerbut at present, 
it in ft poor rq^u'esentative of its royal predecessor, beibga mo- 
dem castellated structure, without any means of defence but 
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the gwemov #ithm its walls. HsvaigUtdetosajriEaUipiMe, 
I will mlike up the deficiency by giving you an extract from a 
Swedish account I found in the university here, and vhich 
hsgids right floridly* 

*'*' Since the clear sun of the christian religion began to 8|»ead 
its rays oiter the sovereigns of Sweden, they removed Sttm 
Old Gumla (old Upsal), which was still involved in the daik- 
nesA of heathenism, to capitals more suitable to their brighten- 
ingUgbt. But when a firm establishment of the doctrines of 
Christ was generally fixed throughout the country, kiag £nc 
die saint took up his residence in Aros, the New UpsaL Even 
after the foundation and gsowing splendor of Stockhcdm, most 
of the sovereigns came to the ancient capital to be.crowiicfi; 
and many passed much of their time in its noUe castle, fiat 
this royal building, like the citjH has experienced sad reyersca: 
from the unhappy period of Margaret's treaty of Calmar it liai 
sufiered by friends as well as foesi and plundered and sackedt 
is is now a mere shadow of its fiormer greatness*" 

The cii^ is situated on a {dain; and the spots on which tlie 
castle and cathedral are.placedt being elevated, a no inconsider* 
able air of consequence is iitiparted to the view. The adjoinmg 
woods are great ornaments to the suburb^; and stretch oanaid 
into the country to a great distance. This rich scenery, united 
with the fine river that flows through the town, renders die 
situation of Upsal remarkably pleasant. Writing of trees.SQd 
(hady banks, is very apt to bring into one's head the animattd 
works of nature, which, in most countries, impart the sweeten 
charms to fields and groves. What is it our Campbell s^of 
Paradise till £ve appeared? 

•' The world was sad — the garden was a wild ! 
And man, the hermit, sighed— till woman smiled \^ 

No woman, with smiles or without, visited our hermit eyes 
amongst the shades of Upsal. What they did with themselves 
I cannot guassi but not a sin^^ female under the age of. fi%« 
ever indulged us with a glance even in th^ streets; and wfaeii 
the wind did condescend to tdow their enormous. veUs ssid^ 
that we might catcka glimpse of their faces^ I can assure you 
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1 ibit fio iMcitkiirtioii to fellow Vnp&urU naniple by Mling m 
love with my grandmother* 

Retiuning ffxjiti our mmble. We dirceted oor tteps to the 
nwre attractive walk^ of the Botanic Garden: indeed I may 
aay, that since my arrival I have been a very student; having 
paa«ed tl^ee partft of every day in these admirable schools of 
die scteneea* The editce that contains the academy for bota- 
ny and nfttutal hiiAory, was erected on die plan of a Swedish 
affdikectk Ifft form ia more whiihisical than beautiful; bemg a 
•trange mixture of temple, granary, and dwelUnghouse, a kind 
of gigttitic grotesque, like a lion springing from the cop of a 
daifodil. The portieo in front is very ridiculous, besides being 
formed of dums^ pillars, in bad imitation of those which com- 
posed the tidanple at Pestum. 

The outside ovily b to be blamed; internally all ts in order. 
The insthiilit^n is well conducted; and every department at- 
tended ^ith the atrictest attentton. The collection of plants^ 
llKiQgh not very eietensive, is good, and kept in an excdleni 
state: but, T»eithet yon nor I having the honour to be botanists, 
the less that is said on rtie subject between us, so much the bet- 
ter. All my acquaintance wrdi plants is by their beauty and their 
fragrance, atid there I am their humble servant. Above tme of 
these groves of sheets, namely the orangery, in which I rega- 
led my sense of snveHtng fer a good half hour, (Epicurus like, 
dottfaiing my pleasure while one of my learned friends waA 
hoMittg forth), are the apartments for the Zoology. This de- 
partmetit of the museum is very large. An immense salooA 
below contains animals of all kinds, stuffed, and otherwise pre^^ 
pared for preservation. The professor, Upsilius, possesses a 
private collection extremely interesting: he made it himself 
during his travels in Africa and other remote regions of the 
world. 

The specimens of minerals in this university are very curiona. 
But the medals being more to my taste (of which they have a 
large and exceflendy arranged eolleetiott), I dedicated a long 
time to their inspection: and so well pleased was I with my 
ttitertainment, and the urbanity of the professor, who conde* 
•cended to point out to me beauties which otherwise I might 

3 A 
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not have discovered, that I added Webb's admirable medal of 
the British hero of die Galleys to the number. Besides the fine 
executioii of the die, the subject is so idolized in Sweden, that 
I could not have given the academy a more valued present- 
Having had several sent out to me from England, I bad pre- 
viously presented one to the royal collection at Stjockhobn; 
where it probably now lies by the sides of his brotheies in fame* 

I must not omit mentioning a suit of pictures in the anti> 
room to the medal apartment. They relate the story of ChriB- 
tian the Second; and of course are a representation of tyran- 
nies and horrors. The dresses are highly interesting both to an 
antiquary and an artist. They are very ancient {ntxlttctions; 
smd I am told the habits, military, ecclesiastical, and civil are 
quite correct. One of the pictures is particularly striking: it is 
a battle between the troops of the tyrant and the brave Dalecar* 
lians. This academy was founded by Swanto Sture, the ex- 
cellent adn)inistrator, in 1476. Pope Sextos IV. endowed it 
with similar privileges to that of Bologna; and smne yean 
afterwards, when the supreme office was filled by Steno, t^ 
virtuous son of Swanto, he made it large presents, amongst 
which might probably be these pictures. 

I shall take my present farewel of Upsal, by making anodier 
extract from my Swedish author. 

^^ The beginning of the academy may be compared to a clear 
mornmg which promises a beautiful day: but turbulent times, 
heavy misfortunes, inward cpntroversies, and bloody wars, soon 
rolled darkness.and thick clouds over the sky of Swedish learn* 
ing. The muses were silenced; the youth were scattered abroad; 
the sages disappeared; and the academy, instead of being re* 
garded as the garden of knowledge, became a desert. But sea* 
sons more tranquil have succeeded; Upsal rises from her de* 
cay, the youth of Sweden return, and the shores of the Baltie 
are again enlightened by her scientific fires." 

My fire and my pen are both worn out for the night; the 
latter can hardly scrawl the adieu! of your faiths friend* 
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LETTER XLI. 

Sala» Murch, 1808. 

HAVING visited all above ground, we now proposed to 
explore the nether regions; and accordingly set forth for Du- 
namora, the nearest mine, and particularly celebrated for its 
ivDB and furnaces. Its depth is above eighty fathoms. The dis* 
tanee being little more than four Swedish miles from Upsal, 
we soon arrived at this interesting spot. 

As we drove along and approached the vicinity of the mine, 
we were entertained by the picturesque effects of the villages 
inhabited by the miners, the forges and furnaces for working 
and smelting the iron when brought above the surface of the 
tarth. These are on a very extensive scale, and employ daily 
about three hundred persons. On arriving at the mouth of this 
entrance to Hades, I found the monarch of the scene, the di- 
rector, more than civil; the introduction of our archiepisco- 
pal friend produced us the most polite attention; and having 
exammed all around, our intelligent conductor attended us to 
view the wonders of the abyss. 

The descent is not like that usually found, the opening being 
of a large extent, instead of the well-like perforation of com- 
mon mines. The mode of passage is in casks, fixed to large 
* cd)les, which are raised and lowered by means of horses. 
When they are filled with ore, die workmen, standing upon 
die-edges of the vehicle, and having their arms clasped round 
the rope, ascend with the greatest composure. I occupied one 
half of the bucket appointed for my carriage, and the director 
the odier, carrying bundles of wood in order to light us through 
the caverns. Mr. F s descended in a> second machine of 
the same sort. 

The depth from the mouth to the surface of the water, now 
congealed, at the bottom, is sixty-five fathoms; the further 
depth through the ice to the old base, is twenty more. I was 
surprised at such a subterraneous mass of waters, when my 
eonductor explained the circumstance, by informing me, that 
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about twelve or fourteen years ago a neighbouring lake rose 
to flo great a height as to inundate that part of the countiy, 
and overflow the mine. The accident, for a time, stopped ^ 
labours of the workmen. A steam engine was constructed to 
draw off the waters so far as to enable the men to dig the ore. 
The water is drawn froas the bottom ky a wheel twenty-two 
yards in diametmr, apd is afterwards conveyed along aa aqiw 
dnct two thousand five hundred yards in length. By ihesi 
means ten fathoms of water being annoaUy discharged^- in die 
course of two years they will be aUe agaki to work in ita a»> 
cient bottom. 

I diink I never beheld so sublime a sight aa struck my eyes 
wheiH midway sospended between the upper and nelher wartd^ 
1 looked towards the distant sky, or downwards into regiodni 
of a lurid night. The mineia, with lighted torches, att^iided 
us through die various excavations and dark cavema which 
yawned from all quarters of the abysa. During our exploring 
walk we were suddenly attested by a most tremendoos soundi 
which, for a moment, struck us with undescribahle hcnrror; the 
earth shook under our feet; and we looked, I cannot tell how^ 
but our conductor smiled, and told us, it was onfy the asea 
blasting the rocks for the ore. As he spoke, the noise loand 
along the black avenues of the mine, reechoing thnaMgh the 
higher vaults like the loud bellowings of diund^. To aftvd a 
shelter for the workmen during this hazardous par^ of thew 
duty, a small retreat is constructed of thick beams; and hero 
they retire in safety to 'await the expected explosion, vhicK 
hurls the rent fragmenu with furious vVokmee in eveiy ds» 
rection. 

The extent of the mine is about eighteen hundaed feet- 
Large as it is, the preeminence it hears in the eye o{ taste^ 
arises from a peculiarity diiering entirely from aU e«hevs in 
the kingdom. The whole of the mine is laid open t# the aky, 
hainng more the appearance of a gigantic cleft in the earth 
made by some convulsion of nature, than an effect of the 
industry of man* The people below had kindled a fire, the 
gray smoke from which made a picturesque contrast to the 
deep gloom thAt pervaded the rocky precipices: nearer the 
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«0hA, the bright li|^t of the sub's rays shme upon the clift 
and hanging icicles* which, gUuer^d li]pc so many quksses of 
brilliants* The descending and ascendiog ropes, equal to a 
aleatcable^ seemed the finest cobweb; and the huge pr<gectiag 
rocks looked as if every explosion would shake them from their 
already trembling situation, and cm^h the labouring wretches 
bsfew. My little sketch will convey the picture more aceu- 
naely than my pen. 

la one quarter of the milie is a sort of well smircase can- 
atracted of wood. It is eompoaed of laddera» stcps^ and landii^ 
phces in libe roek, ajt various heights, which gradually commu- 
nicate wilh the top^ a mode of ascending and descending by 
far too fatiguing for novices; To those who are fond at 
mineralogy this naine is doubly interesting* as maaiy curious 
and beautiful specimena may he procured. Not being of this 
phSosophical class, I remounted with uuburthened pockets; 
aad bidding a grateful farewel to our attentive conductor, we 
retttnmd, well pleased with our morning's reseaxches, to 
UpsaL 

Before we proceeded to Sala, I expremed to the aichbishop 
my wish to visit the Mora Suinar, which I trnderatood was 9X 
some little d&stance from the city* But his grace told me the 
sight would not now repay me for my trcuibku It was origin 
nally a collection of stones placed, with a particular amnge- 
mtat, in the midst of a field; and within the circle of whkh 
Ac kings of Sweden, in the barbarous ages, used to be elected^ 
md receive the homage of their nobility. One only of the. 
stones has any inscription, and that is in Bunic characters* By 
the use to which tradition appropriates the Mora Steinar, we 
might radier guess that our Stonehenge had been dedioated to 
siaular purposes, than that it waa, as aome suppose, either a 
l^^ing place, or a temple of the gods« There, it is piobable^ 
^ the extensive plain adjoining, the aasembled aborigines of 
this island elected their chiei^ and within those colossal buU 
^arks swore fealty to his arms. This rude kind of architecture, 
^^gh generally spoken of as being peculiar to the northern 
i^Btiens, is not eonfined to them. I remen^ber (I cannot exactlf 
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tell where, biit I thiak in some old Greek author), reading s 
description of similar remains in ancient Greece. 

The archbishop gave me so miserable an account of the Swe-^ 
dish relics of this kind, informing me that a worse than GoA 
had removed the Mora Steinar from its native situation, and 
jdaced it some where else in what fashion he pleased. Hence, 
to see its original deposition was impossible, and the vi^v 
would have ended in mortification. 

Early in the morning of the twenty-fourth we left Upsalfin 
our usual sledge conve3rance8; and at a very late hour the same 
evening arrived at Sala, the city whence the great silver mine 
derives its name. The road was unvaried, differing little from 
that to Dunamora, excepting here and diere a few masses of 
granite, similar to those in Finland, broke the level sur&ce. 

This litde city far exceeds, in neatness and regdari^, die 
more capacious one I have just left. It is tw^ity-eight English 
miles from Upsal, and stands very pleasantly towards the west 
Its church is large and respectable, having handsome. decon* 
tions, and a good altarpiece; the subject is the Last Supper; 
it is well executed, and superbly framed in carved woiic and 
gilding. The phc€ or square, is extensive and dean, a jewel of' 
the first water in my eyes! The houses are commodious and 
even elegant; and the whole city wears the air «of prosperity 
and cheerfulness. 

The fashions of the natives may vary as I penetrate fardier 
into the interior and less civilized regions; but here, the style 
of dress for the lower ranks is much the same as that worn by 
the Welsh peasantry. The women wear a similar coloured 
handkerchief over their heads, tying it underthe chin; also 
the old Cambrian wollen bedgowns, Uue striped pettkroat, red 
stockings, heeled shoes, and large buckles. They cannot boast 
of beauty* The men, habited like our Welsh boors, are not 
more graceful figures, being strong and robust, but in features 
as rugged as their native rocks. However, rough as their out- 
sides may be, they have honest soids. I conversed with many, 
and a great pleasure it was to me to observe the patriotic spirit 
which spoke from all dieir lips. The peasant world seem nerved 
from the heart against the general enemy. But, where I le»t 
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expected it^ I find afaUing oiF; aod tunitBg from the fields to 
the city, my gratification is turned to pain, at hearing the alarm 
t){ the higher ranks; at seeingtheir despondency for fear of 
being left any tiixie to the national resources:— ^^ To England 
W^ look," they say, ^^ as our salvation from the surrounding 
eaenue$: she must be prompt, or we shall fall like the rest." I 
aa glad that this is not the language of Stockholm, or indeed of 
the country at large: and a few despairing citizens are lost in 
the enthusiasm of the mass. However, as all do anticipate the 
arrival of British auxiliariea, I hope it will not be long before 
tbey iq^ar, to support the brave, and rid of their pianfGs the 
Was courageous part of the Qommuniiy. 

In the neighbourhood of Sala reaides the count de Swerin,,a 
nobleman sprung from one of the best families in Sweden,'and 
one not more respected for his birth, than revered as the best 
of men* He is a clergyman! A rare instance of a Swedish no- 
bleman assuming the sacerdotal character. Having a letter of 
introduction, I did myself the honour of calling at his house^ 
but was not so fortunate as to make his acquaintance, he being 
gone on a visit some miles distant. However, the countess re- 
ceived my friend and myself with graceful hospitality. She is 
b<;autiful and accomplished, and showed us her liule family, 
whose lovely health, and sweet mamiers, were the best proofs 
of her own excellence, and of the happiness of her husband. 

The mine is about half an English mile from the town. It 
was once, I understand, more valuable than at present; but 
eyen now it is an exchequer of wealth to the crown: a kind of 
huge royal cruse (I would say the 7vido-w\ wete I transported 
ag^s back, and writing in the reign of Margaret de Valdemaf ;) 
for it has so long been worked, and yet replenishes the king- 
dom with exhausdess stores. When it was first opened, no 
tradition can tell; its existence seems primeval with the king- 
dom. 

The machines here employed are more extensive than those 
of Dunamora, and are all hydraulical. Some are of an immense 
diameter; the largest, I believe, measures between forty and 
fifty feet. The aqiiieduct for convening away the water is very 
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ingenious; it ii coavtnicted of wood^pttting ovar an «tl«il«( 
more than six English miles* 

On our arrival at the mouth of die mine, we entered flow 
baiUHng, and there received the proper babks for making ear 
descent; consisting of a black shirty a leathem apron doHig 
behind^ and a broad brimmed hat^ like diose of our London 
coal heavers. We also each carried a bundle of wood to li^ 
us through the caverns. I hod not seen myself in such a gad 
since— ^nd whsft since? you wiH ask! Why, since I attended t 
fiiir Nell to a certain royai masquerade in the character of Jol^ 
son. And another sinoei you must remember, when your hniih 
ble novice in theatrical honours, played serving man to your ' 
honour Dick, in our dramatic upprenliceship at the Hgkt 
honourable Pic Nic. 

Thus property equipped, my friend and n^self, attendedbjr 
a guide, once more committed ourselves to the protectkm of i 
bucket, and ioMiediately were launched into an abyss df op* 
wards of a hundred and fifty fathoms, in a^ direct line to die 
bottom. About half way down, a huge cave presented itself 
from which issued along boat hook, (like one of thedefth 
claVs, if you please,) which in a moment drew our vdiide to 
its asouth. Like rtie ghosts on die odier side of Styx, we 
jumpt upon firm kmd, and locked around us. Indeed it mtf 
altogether a subterraneous world; a very litde imagination 
wouU have made it the dominions of Phito, and transformed 
my friend and me in«o two wandering mortals visiring die 
mansions of gloomy Z)», either to regain a father or a wile* 
Alas! no such interesting objects had we in pursuit! at katt, 
not there did we expect to find them. The cave led us intoeae 
«f those long galleries excavated in the rock, whieh travcrte 
the mine in different strata, communicating upwards and dowo* 
wards by narrow and tremendous shafts, or rather weHs, cut 
in the*bowek of the earth, and excluded from the light of dtf* 
We explored a great number of these vaulted apartmeats, 
which led us into subterranean plains, washed by rivers dmt had 
never known the sun's rays; and now lay, not oidy congealed, 
but glittering with ten thousand brilliant pyramids, shaped br 
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their formerly dashing waters, frozen to crystal, and reflecting 
every beam from our numerous torches. 

The long, lonely passages leading to the exhausted and 
neglected spots of the mine, were damp, perhaps pestilential; 
imd the hardened masses of accumulated droppings, hung in 
icy columns from the arched roof. It reminded me, dear H— ^ 
of die manner the world too generally treats a true friend: 
when he has spent his strength in our service, wheh we imagine 
aB is wasted, (wasted, indeed, on th^ ungrateful!) we leave 
him to languish in solitary desolation. 

Having crossed several of these, petrifying dungeons, we ap- 
proached the inhabited part of the mine, "where the pickax and 
the spade were -still rewarded by the sparkling ore. Here we 
descried, at a considerable distance through the gloom, a large 
•ell lit. by a solitary lamp, which casting its beams downward, 
discovered two beings black as Erebus, sitting silent over their 
.meal, with an air more befitting infernal residents (vampires if 
you please,) than creatures connected with human nature. 

In these excavations, illumined like a sepulchre, the work- 
men assemble at midday to take their dinner and tismporary 
rest. We passed by die entrance of one of them when the 
miners had met. Many of the industrious individuals were ly- 
.ing in various picturesque attitudes on wooden benches, and 
the projections of the rock; from the higher masses of which 
hong ragged pieces of canvass, savagely supported by torn 
branches of pine, meant as signals where to find the banqueting" 
chamber of these sons of Odin; and also to divide their retreat 
froai .the vulgar passage of the subternmean work). In the 
centre of this banditti-like scene, a fire Uazed, which casting 
ks hirid lights on the surrounding groups of men, theilr strange 
vestments, tools for working, and besides all, a couple of horses 
asleep in the comer, formed a picture of savage wildness, only 
to he described by the aushor of Git Bias, or sketched by our 
own admirable Mortimer. 

^ What a dismal region is thisP^ exclaimed I to my friclnd. 

** You have yet to go deeper^ Sir,'* said our conductor; **thk 
is only hrff way to the grand gallery/* 

3 B 
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Expectbg now to pay a visk to the antipodes, We «t^|ieda 
second time into our bucket, and as swiftly (though ks$^^i* 
catty!) as the knight of La Ma&cha and his wotAlen horse trere 
carried beyond the Pleiades, we were lowered to the bottom of 
a gulf &at really seemed opening to receive us for even All 
here was on a larger scale than above: more peofde were st 
work, and a greater number of horses at the wheels to draw of 
the water which in various channels burst fr6m hidden springs, 
and flowed in torrents across avenues just excavated by the 
blasting gunpowder* 

Being led into a stony apartment, something like the susle of 
a church, our guide desired us to write our names in a book 
kept on purpose, as a register of all who visit the mines* On 
turning over the leaves for many a year back, we saw several 
signatures of our countrymen; and some sufficiently respected 
to give ah additional chsu*m to the places consecrated by their 
footsteps. 

Having walked ourselves weary« we desired to return; and 
again entering our flying bucket, cut through the air in our asr- 
cent. On Ipoking up, the view was equally striking with that I 
saw on turning my eyes downwards* The mouth of the shaft 
(which at the top is a circle of very considerable diameter,) ap* 
peared reduced to the size of the moon; and did not seem un- 
like herself shining through a black sky, and silvering the rough 
cliffs with her meridian glory* On looking into the mine in oar 
journey upward, the light struck partially only on the rocb 
whidi gradually receded into darkness; and the red fires of the 
workmen below, throwing the blackness of the deep caverns of 
the lower mine into tl^ very hues of Erebus, gave audi a faor- 
ror to the scene, ^o impressed us when we looked upwards to 
the dear azure, with the idea of heaven above; and when we 
lotdced downwards, with that of hell beneath, that I oidy won- 
dered how we could have borne soi^tog a sojourn in the regions 
of the damned. Then, my friend, when these pleasant images 
crossed our imiginatiotw, think how delectable it was to be 
hangmg suspended by a single ligature between life and an ap- 
parently bottomless pit! I assure you, in.sober seriousness, it 
made me shudder to reflect that the smallest accident happen- 
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ing to the cord or the bucket, would at once hurl us down a 
chasm of eighty fathoms, where the points of a thousand pro- 
jecting rocks must meet our faH, and finish our career, long be- 
fore the yawning waves in the nethermost pitch, would receive 
our mangled bodies! 

We were told that at present the average profits of the mine 
are four thousanc\ pounds annually* This, as well as those at 
Dunamora and Fahlun, pay an eighth of the produce to the 
king, who has the right to appoint the directing officers oVer 
the diflferent works. Having paid a couple of dollars for the 
use of our robes, we left this Swedish Potosi, and returned to 
Sala. 

Intending to set forwards to-morrow on our tour, I despatch 
this letter by a gentleman, who obligingly takes charg^e of it to 
Stockholm] whence, I hope, it will soon find its way to Eng- 
land, to assure the little circle there of all ^ gentle thoughts to 
Aemward,'^ from your ever faithful friend. 
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LETTER XLIL 

MminUins of Dalecarlia, March; IfiOt. 

WE leftSala early in the morniogf in order to arrive at 
Fahlun the same evening. By hard travelling we accomplished 
our purpose; and midnight lodged us At last at a tolerably 
comfortable inn. The road hither had proved very bad: die 
further we advanced, the less snow we found, which rendered 
the footing for the horses exceedingly slippery and dangerous. 

Almost the whole of the way from Sala to Hedemora, the 
first city in the province of Dalecarlia, is flat and uninteresting; 
but just as if nature marked that district of heroes by her pe- 
xuliar smiles, on the frontiers of Westmanland, one post before 
we approach Hedemora, the face of the country becomes more 
undulating and wooded; and a few miles further, entering U 
defile between two high hills, we are suddenly introduced to a 
series of lovely views, varymg their beauties by the continued 
interchange of mountain and valley. Travelling thus through 
the very heart of them, the eye is attracted at every turning of 
the road by these majestic heights, clpthe^ with fine trees, and 
sheltering innumerable happy villages clustering on the margin 
of the lakes which generally shine at their foot. 

The city of Hedemora stands on one of these lofty hills, 
commanding a view of the surrounding vales, and an immense 
expanse of water, which extends beforeit in tt hundred direc- 
tions, forming beautiful islands; and enlivening the landscape 
by a thousand boats with their light sails, which dance over its 
surface in the summer season. 

Although it was night when we traversed most of these 
romantic scenes, yet it was one of those in which, 

'' Troilusy methinks, mounted the tVcjan wa]l» 
And sighed his sold toward the Grecian tents, . 
Where Cressid lay that night!" 

The heavens were unclouded, illumined by a splendid moon; 
and with fifteen or sixteen degrees of cold in die air, not cnily 
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fvery brealh we drew was pure and inspiriting; but the clear- 
ness of the atmosphere made each surrounding object as 
brightly conspicuous as at noonday. Such nights can only be 
seen in northern climes* Thua drinking in the bahn of nature- 
at every respiration, and feasting on her beauties at every 
turning of the eye, we were Abruptly informed of our approach 
to Fahlun by a strong sulphureous and vitriolic vapour^ It bcr 
ga9 when we were within half a Swedish mile from the town; 
and augmented to such an excess as we drew nearer, that at 
la^t we were enveloped in 41 thick mist. The moon was now 
obscured by the veil this cruel metallic enemy threw ovier us; 
and not only were we deprived of what we wished to see, but 
werr almost stifled by its oppressive exhalations. 

U^e doth breed a nature in a man: by the next morning wet. 
could endure the disagreeable air; and having fortunately been 
.fimushed with an introduaion to Mr. Gham, the famous che* 
mist and natural philosopher, we presented it, and by his po- 
liteness, instant arrangements were made for showing us every 
object worthy of notice within this ancient and interesting 
tavern. The hydraulic engines for conveying the water to jthe 
different quarters^ are more extensive than chose we had 
already seen. The diameter of the largest wheel is forty •four 
feet. There is another of gr^at magnitude, the one used for 
raising the ore from the mine to the surface of the earthy 
whi.(^ is on an admirable construction. The engineer is a 
Swede; and we are told that his work is an improvement on a 
celebrated wheel in Hungary* A collection of regular circles 
rises from each side, and terminates, making a flat sjural form 
on both sides. Round all these winds the cham; taking a 
smaller or larger circumference according to the necessary 
circle to be made in order to counterbalance the wei^^ht, and 
consequently increased motion of the bucket. 

On viewing the external appearance of these hidden trea- 
sures, a vast chasm presents itself of a ttemendous depth; htvag 
that part of the mine that was first opened, and from the igno- 
rance or neglect of the directors in those days, the excavations 
they made so weakened the foundations of the hill, that die 
whole fell in, Iieaving a most chaotic soenc of precipitated 
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rocks^ and a gaping gulf like the mouth of a volcano. Great 
care h^s since been taken that no similar disaster shall again 
happen* Plana and sections are drawn of all its galleries, &c. 
and where the prosecution of the work in the ftame direcnoo 
might be dangerous, orders are issued for^he miners to stop, 
and an iron crown is fixed upon the spot, as a prohibition- ever 
to prttotfed further. The men then explore in a different direc- 
tion, while every subterraneous excavation is watched withtke 
nicest calculations. 

The dresses given to us as the livery of Pahlun, were vtty 
gay in comparison with what we had worn in our descent at 
Sala, being black linen finely ornamented with red and yellov. 
Equipping ourselves in our tiew attire, and each provided with 
^is flambeau, we set forth to gain the mouth of the shaft, a 
company of five, including our guide; and looking more like a 
set of condemned wretthes at an auto da yjF, than men dressed 
for an expedition of curiosity. We passed into the great cbaam 
I before described, by a range of wooden steps crossing the 
rough masses of failing rocks, gravel, and ancient machinery, 
in a variety of directions. Ere we reached the door of the shaft 
we descended a height of thirty tolses, and then entered a 
horizontal way, which led us'onwsird a (considerable distance, 
losing the pure air of day, and gradually breathing the oppres** 
»ive vapour which rolled toward* us in volumes from the 
mouths of a hundred caves leading into the main* passag^e. It 
was now that I found myself indeed inhaling the atmosphere 
of Tartarus* The mines which I had thought so hell like, were 
merely purgatories when compared with this Satanic dwelRng. 
The descent is not incommodious, nor is it so hazardous as the 
modes of Duaamora and Sala (the buckets here being used for 
die ore only), it is performed entirely by steps laid in the 
winding rock; and following the subterraneous declivity, we 
at last found ourselves brought to the tremendous depths of 
diese Stygian domiaione. 

The style of our entrance, and the pestilential vapours which 
€nviroaed us with increasing clouds, strongly reminded me of 
Virgil's admirable description of the joutney of Eneas to the 
infernal regions. Here was the silme cavemed portico, the 
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rock]^t rough descent, the steaaiiaj^ eulphur, and all the deadly 
stenches of Averaus. I cannot say that our demoniac robes 
carried the t^semblance either to the habiliments of the hero, 
or the snowy garments of the inspired maid: we looked more 
like a group of ghosts from the fiery Phlegethon, come to de- 
mand a short respite from our pains. The length of way and 
excessive heat, added to its suffocating quality, made us think 
we should pay dear for our curiosity- Once or twice I could 
hardly support myself; and most wofully did I long for the 
magic influence of the sibyl's bough, to refresh my parched, 
lungs* It is impossible to describe the Siroc sultriness and op- 
pression which increases at>every step: the nearest similitude 
I can draw (and that only resembles the. most temperate part 
cf the mine) is the heat of a Russian vapour bath. 

In one part, which I would not enter, the steam being so 
excessively hot as to scorch us at twelve paces distant, the spl* 
phureous smell became intolerable. Our guide informed us 
diat a volcanic fire broke out near this spot some years ago; 
in consequence of which they had been obliged to build strong 
walls as barriers to its power, and to close up several of the 
passages that, being contiguous, had it spread, would have 
IHx>ved dangerous to the mine. 

We traversed many long and winding galleries, as well as 
large vaulted caverns, where the workmen were scattered on 
sU sides, employed, in hewing vast masses of the rock, and 
preparing other parts for explosion. Some were wheeling the; 
broken ore towards the black abyss, where the suspended 
backets hung ready to draw it upwards. From the effects of 
such strong exercise, with the heat, the labourers were obliged 
to work almost naked. Their groups, occupations, and primi- 
tive appearance, scantily lighted by the trembling rays of opr 
torches, formed a curious and interesting scene. 

In ancient days, this mine was a kind of state prison, where 
criminals, slaves, and prisoners of war, toiled out their wretch- 
ed existence. Many pathetic narratives are related of the dif* 
ferent inhabitants of this subterraneous abode. Sometimes tales 
of horror; and at others, lamentable circumstances of innocence 
being made the sacrifice of interest, jealousy, or ambition. One 
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story, were it not too long for my pen at present, t i0roidd.re« 
count to you; but as it is beautifully told in La Phiiosophhdch 
Nature^ I refer you to its pages, whefe you will read a most 
tender and interesting tale of two lovers, the romantic denow 
ment of yrYiOst fate happened in this very mine. 

After the perambulation of at least an hour, we reached the 
bottom, a depth of two hundred toises. The mass of copper ore 
In the mine lies in the form of an inverted cone: and as die 
labours of the people have nearly reached its extent, I under* 
stand, from the observations of the directors, that they zre i^ 
prehensive the treasure it produces will soon be exhausted* 
Five hundred men are the daily workers. Women are forbid- 
den to enter it: no very mortifying prohibition! I suppose the 
law was meant rather as a kindness than restriction, arising 
from a fear of their more delicate frames being injured by so 
destructive an atmosphere* They are allowed free egress to 
the other mines, which have not these baneful vapours* 

To show you how Avemian are the streams in this mine, I 
need mention one instance only* A few days before we ar- 
rived, a man fell into a large hole in one of the caverns- Not 
a moment was lost in taking him out; but yet the eflfects of die 
vitriolic water he had swallowed were so potent, that he died 
in less than an hour* 

Near the bottom of the mine is a rocky saloon, in which are 
benches; it is called the Hall of the Senate^ from its having been 
the resting place of several Swedish kings, who, conning to 
examine the works, refref|hed themselves there; and, as a me- 
171^^0 of their visit, wrote their names, with their appropriate 
dates, on the roof. Here too, perhaps, the immortal Gustavus 
Vasa, when patriotism and he sheltered in this mme, took his 
nocturnal repose, and in visions of future glory, forgot the 
afflictions that. kept down the noble aspirings of his godlike 
mind* 

After the death of Steno, the administrator and the bosom 
friend of Gustavus, and the consequent murder of the senate, 
and a price being set on his own head, the future deliverer of 
Sweden retired to the mountains of Dalecarlia; hoping he might 
hide himself in the woods with which that Country is covered; 
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and imagining that it would not be difficult to stimulate the in- 
habitants to revolt against the t}Tant Christiern, as they had 
' always shown themselves averse to the Danish yoke* At that 
time there was not one good town in the whole province, and 
hardly any but sinall villages situated on the borders of forests, 
or on the banks of lakes and rivers. Some of these villages de- 
pended on the noblemen of the countrj^ but most belonged to 
the crown, and were governed by the peasants themselves; the 
elders supplying the places of judges and captains. The national 
government durst not send either troops or garrisons into this 
province; nor did the kings themselves ever enter it in a regal 
manner till they had given pledges to. the mountaineers, to re- 
tain their privileges. On these independent people, therefore, 
Gustavus placed a firm confidence. 

Disguising himself as a peasant, he set forth on his way to 
Dalecarlia, accompanied by a boor who was to be his guide. 
He crossed over the whole country of Sudermonia, then passed 
between Mericia and Westmonia, and after the fatigues of a 
long and dangerous journey, arrived safe amongst the moun- 
tains. He had no sooner entered the province, than he was 
abandoned by his guide, who absconded, robbing him of all 
the money he had provided for his subsistence. He wandered 
up and down amongst these dreadful deserts, destitute of 
friends and money, not daring to own that he was even a gen- 
tleman. At length the inhabitants, then hardly more civilized 
than savages, proposed to him to work for his livelihood. To 
conceal himself from discovery, and to support nature, he ac- 
cordingly hired himself to labour in this very mine; and for a 
long course of time did he toil in these caverns, and breathe as 
his common aliment the air, one respiration of which seemed 
to bring me the summons of death. But I shall speak further 
of him by and by. 

This mine is said to produce the best copper in Europe; and 
is useful, not only on account of its internal wealth, but in pro* 
viding subsistence for so many subjects as work in its bosom* 
The three great mines of the kingdom employ annually, in 
constant pay, about twenty-five thousand six hundred persons. 

Fahlun is most delightfully situated (were it not for its 
3C 
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noxious vapours), amidst rocks and hills, and between the 
arms of a magnificent lake. The town is not very large, con- 
taining about fifteen hundred houses; and two churches, one 
more modern than the other; the roofs of both are covered 
with copper, which the atmosphere has turned a bright green. 
The surrounding forges, and other works carried on by fire, 
most frightfully besoot the houses, and give a dirty appearance 
to the whole. The inhabitants think to mend the matter by be- 
smearing the walls with a red sort of paint; but as you ^^ cannot 
wash the blackamoor white," neither can they make their 
abodes, at the best, look better than a chimney sweeper daubed 
and dressed out for Mayday. The sons of the miners, until 
they attain a proper age to be sent under ground, are em- 
ployed in making nails; some of which are so small as to be 
used in fastening the models for the larger machinery. Not 
being anxious that they shall drive any into my coffin, I leave 
this black pandsemonium to-morrow; promising that the next 
epistle Castor has from Pollux shall not be from the dominions 
of Proserpine. Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIIL 

Mountains of Dalecarlia, April, 1808. 

We left Pahlun on Wednesday the thirtieth of last month. 
When mounted on the first height that rises from the town, we 
looked back; the view that presented itself was gloomily pic- 
turesque; the plain and lake, and the hill on which the city 
stands, rising out of the mist; the spires of the churches, and 
the long assemblage of dark buildings, half concealed by the 
volumes of sulphureous smoke rolling in turbulent masses over 
their heads; the adjacent and distant mountains, wooded to 
their summits with the tree spontaneous to the country, whose 
spiral form seems to contemn the wintry snows; all expressed 
-so severe a beauty, that while I admired, I wrapped myself 
round in my pelisse, and gave our steeds two or three impulses 
extraordinary to draw us to the upper world. They appeared 
as willing as their masters to leave the Stygian shores; and 
flying along the continued chain of precipitous mountains, 
brought us to the edge of a lake, bpunded on one side by a 
rising ground; and on the other, as far as our eye could reach, 
by innumerable luxuriant islands. 

On the litde hill just mentioned, stood a very ancient habi- 
tation; of so simple an architecture, that you would have taken 
it for a hind's cottage, instead of a place that, in times of old, 
had been the abode of nobility. It consisted of along bamlike 
structure, formed of fir, covered in a strange fashion with 
scales, and odd ornamental twistings in the carved wood. But 
the spot was hallowed by the virtue of its heroic mistress, whd 
saved, by her presence of mind, the life of the future deliverer 
of her country. The following are the circumstances alluded 
to; and most of them were communicated to me under the 
very roof. 

Gustavus, having, by an evil accident, been discovered in 
the mines, and after being narrowly betrayed by a Swedish 
nobleman, bent his course towards this house, then inhabited 
by a gentleman of the name of Pearson (or Peterson), whom 
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he had known in thtf armies of the late admioistraton Here, 
he hoped, from the obligations he had formerly laid on the 
officer, that he should at least find a safe retreat. Pearson re- 
ceived him with every mark of friendship; nay, treated him 
with that respect and submission which noble minds are proud 
to pay to the truly great, when robbed of their external hon- 
ours. He seemed more afflicted by the misfortunes of Gusty* 
vus, than that prince was for himself; and exclaimed with such 
vehemence against the Danes, that, instead of awaiting a pro- 
posal to take up arms, he offered, unasked, to try the spirit of the • 
mountaineers; and declared that himself and bis vassals would 
be the first to, set an example, and turn out under the coiamand 
of his beloved general. 

Gifstavus was rejoiced to find that he had at last found a 
man who was not afraid to draw his sword in the defence of 
his country; and endeavoured by the most impressive argu* 
ments, and the prospect of a suitable recompense for the per- 
sonal risks he ran, to confirm him in so generous a resolution. 
Pearson answered with repeated assurances of fidelity: be 
named the gendemen and the leading persons among the pea- 
sant? whom he hoped to enga^ge in' the enterprise* Gustavus 
relied on his, word, and promising not to name himself to any 
while he was absent, some da}'s afterwards saw him leave the 
house to put bis design in execution* 

It was indeed a design, and a black one* Under the specioas 
ploak of a ^ealops affection for Gustavus, the traitor was con- 
triving his ruin. The hope of making his court to ths Danidi 
tyrants ^ntl the expectation of a large reward, made this son 
of Judas rc-$jolye to sacrifice his ho&our to his ambitioo, and, 
for the 8£ikie of a fe\v ducats, violate the most sacred laws of 
hos,pitality, by betraying his guest. In pursuance of that base 
resolution he went straight to one of Chrisden^'s officers com- 
manding in the province, and informed him that Gustavuft was 
his prisoner. Having committed this treacher}', he had not 
courage to face his victim; and telling the Dane how to sur- 
prise the prince, who, he said, believed himself to be under the 
protection of a jFriend, (shame to manhood, to dare to confess 
that he could betray such a confidence!) he proposed taking a 
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wider circuit home^ while they, apparently unknown to him, 
rifled it of ita treasure. "It will be an easy matter," said he, 
*' for not even my wife knows that it is Gustavus." 

Accordingly the officer, at the head of a party of well armed 
soldiers, marched directly to the lake. The men invested the 
house, while the leader, abruptly entering, found Pearson's 
wife, according to the fashion of those days, employed in culi- 
nary preparations. At some distance from her sat a young man 
in a rustic garb, lopping oiF the knots from the broken branch 
of a tree. The officer went up to her, and told her he came in 
kbg Christiem's name to demand the rebel Gustavus, who 
he knew was concealed under her roof. The dauntless woman 
never changed colour; she immediately guessed the man whom 
her husband had introduced as a miner's son, to be the Swe- 
dish hero. The door was blocked up by soldiers. In an instant 
^replied, without once glancing at Gustavus, who sat mo-' 
tionless with surprise, " If you mean the melancholy gende- 
Aan n^ husband has had here these few days, he has just 
walked out into the wood on the other side of the hill. Some 
of those soldiers may readily seize him, as he has no arms with 
him." 

The officer did not suspect the easy simplicity of her man- 
•ner; and ordered part of the men to go in quest of him. At 
that moment, suddenly turning her eyes on Gustavus, she 
flew up to him, and catching the stick out of hb hand, exclaim- 
•ed, in an angry voice: " Unmannerly wretch ! What, sit be- 
fore your betters? Don't you see the king's officers in the roomf 
Get out of my sight, or some of them shall give you a drub- 
bing!" As she spoke, she struck him a blow on the back With 
all her strength; and opening a side door, ^ there get into the 
scullery," cried she, ** it 's the fittest place for such company!" 
and giving him another knock, she flung the stick after him, 
and shut the door. ** Sure," added she, in a great heat, " never 
woman was plagued with such a lout of a slave!" 

The officer begged she would not disturb herself oh his ac- 
count: but she, affecting great reverence for -the king, and re- 
spect for .his representative, prayed him to enter her parlou*- 
while she brought some refreshment. The Dane civilly com- 
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plied; perhaps, glad' enough to get from the side of a shrew; 
and she immediately hastened to Gustavus, whom she bad 
bolted in, and, by means uf a back passage, conducted him in a 
moment to a certain little apartment^ which projecting from the 
side of the house close to the bank of the lake where the fishers* 
boats lay, she lowered him down the convenient aperture in the 
seat, and giving him a direction to an honest curate across the 
lake, committed him to Providence.* 

While he made his way to a boat, unmoored it, and rowed 
swiftly towards the isles, so hiding himself and his course 
amongst their mazes; the lady returned to the Dane laden widi 
provisions, and amused him by a well spread table till the sol- 
diers brought back the disappointing intelligence, that their 
search had been fruitless* The observations of the officer, and 
his new directions, soon apprized the heroic woman of the 
vileness of her husband; and therefore, when he appeared, 
which was shortly afterwards, even to him she kept true to her 
first statement, that Gustavus had gone out into the wood* 

The circumstance of the chastised servant seemed so in^g* 
nificant to the officer, that, as it had occasioned in him no sus- 
picion, he never mentioned it. And as guilt easily believes it- 
self suspected, Pearson acknowledged with vexation to the 
Dane, that he had no doubt Gustavus had suspected his de- 
sign, being aware, notwithstanding their mutual friendship, of 
his impregnable fidelity to Christiern ^measureless liar/); and 
had accordingly taken the opportunity of his absence, to es» 
cape* As none were in the lady's confidence, the new retreat 
of Gustavus remained undiscovered, till, assisted by the good 
curate, and other friends to liberty, he appeared openly at the 
head of the brave Dalecarlians, and gave his country freedom. 

So strongly was I impressed with the history of this great 
prince, even more invincible in mind than in arms, that I looked 
on the house which had once sheltered him, and in which fe- 
male nobleness had also shone so conspicuously, with a kind of 

• Though this adventure resembles that of our great Alfred wtli the neat- 
herd's wife, no doubts need be entertained of its authenticity; I had k fiom the 
fii-st authority; tod can only admire « how nearly gimilar wore the histories of 
these two justly famous men!— R. K. P. 1808. 
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holy veneration. We entered this interesting place attended bf 
an old woman, who lives in an adjoining house for the purpose 
of showing strangers this relic of antiquity. The room in which 
Gustavus slept, with his very bed, is most sacredly preserved. 
The hero's couch is a huge unwieldly square frame of common 
fir, with a straw mattrcssr he had no softer pillow. The present 
proprietor, a descendant from the fair patriot, guards these re- 
mains as he would his life; and he is daily adding to them others 
which formerly belonged to the heroic monarch. One testimo- 
ny of his respect I do not so much approve: he has put sump'* 
tuous hangings on the bed, surmounted by a diadem; and a 
covering of silk over the rustic couch, embroidered with Swe- 
dish crowns. All this may be a demonstration of loyalty, but 
is the very reverse of good taste; as it breaks in upon the sen- 
timent with which we enter the cottage, and almost destroys 
the peculiar enthusiasm which the ancient simplicity of his 
chamber and bed would have increased to a pitch of the purest 
delight* It is then we view him, without any adventitious or*' 
naments, as the greatest of men: in a peasant's garb, on a pea- 
sant's couch (his royalty being proclaimed by his actions alone), 
he is worthy to be the king of a brave and virtuous people. The 
gilded crown and embroidered velvet are common to any sove- 
reign: and the sight of those decorations in such a place, con- 
Aises the hero with the ti:appings of state, and the picture being 
indistinct, our reflections take the same vague complexion. 

In addition to these regal draperies, the present owner has 
brought together other relics; particularly a suit of armour, 
surmounted with a sculptured head, &c. which completes a 
figure in commemoration of Gustavus. Whether the harness 
was the king's, is a matter of doubt with me, as it bears marks 
of rather a more modem construction. Some of the most curi- 
ous objects in the room, are the effigies of two Dal^carlian pea- 
sants, who were the faithful friends and attendants of his ma- 
jesty. Nothing can be more characteristic, better executed, or 
convey a more accurate idea of what these people were in the 
century so famous for the exploits of Gustavus. They are 
clothed in white woollen habits, with highcrowned hats; are 
armed widi crossbows^ and all the necessary appendages t% 
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such weapons hang from a leathern belt, worn over the &houl« 
ders. The quiver is slung to their side, filled with arrows, 
which are short, and made of fir, even including the feather; 
their points were iron, mostly spikes; others, of a more orna- 
mented sort, and better finished, were barbed. A portrait of the 
heroine who saved the king, hangs up in the room. From this 
interesting personage, I am told, is lineally descended the lady 
who was the nurse of the present brave monarch. There are 
abo several copies from originals of two or three of the sue* 
ceeding sovereigns. On the same floor which contains this 
apartment, is the closet whence Gustavus escaped. I inclose a 
drawing of the house, where you will find this latter little cham- 
ber in the projection, supported by two erect beams*. Between 
these he was lowered; and issuing forth, easily reached the boat 
which carried him far from his enemies. 

Bidding adieu to this hallowed spot, we proceeded along the 
romantic banks of the river Dahl, and through the defiles of 
the heights towards the city of Saltier. The road is exquisitely 
beautiful; being a continued chain of mountain scenery, varied 
by luxuriant valleys, savage ravines, and wildly rolling waters 
dashing from steep to steep %vith the noise of thunder. The 
cataracts close to Saltier are fine, though not equal in sublimity 
to some that I have seen. About half an English mile further, we 
came upon the brow of an iron mine ; but having no inclinations 
for any more inearthings, we preferred the light of day, and the 
enjo^nment of an extensive and glorious prospect from the 
summit of the mountain. We then proceeded on the same en- 
chanting road, winding through such diversity of picturesque 
scenery, that I was in a state of ejaculation almost the whole 
way. 

We entered a thick forest, and travelled under its gigantic 
arms for many miles. The scene was so solitary, the forms and 
hues of the trees so monotonous and black, that as the wind 
moaned amongst their branches, I could not but think of the 
£rl king, and expect at every spot of deeper gloom, to see his 
terrific majesty rise before us. We at last caught a glimpse of 
distant water; and soon after, the forest extendingjts arms into 
a wider opening, discovered to us the expansive lake, on the 
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margin of which stands the pretty city of Hedemora. Raving 
explored it on our journey to the mountains, we now passed 
directly through, and proceeded to AiFestaforce, where the 
copper from Fahlun is smelted and prepared for exportation. 
The furnaces are extensive* All the other engines for render- 
ing the ore useful, are worked by the waters of the Affestaforce. 
Here, the small copper coin of Sweden is cut and stampt. 

The village is built on the verge of a rapid stream, which 
rises from a lake at some little distance. The rude hand of 
nature hath cast this place in her most barbarous mould. Huge 
masses of rock are cast into the middle of the flood in a 
thousand shattered forms; and over these the waters rush from 
immense heights, with a rapidity and violence that seem to 
threaten the destruction of even such colossal obstructions. 
The roaring of their fall is beyond description; in strength and 
savage grandeur far exceeding the cataracts of Saltier. Well 
may it be called the Force; for nothing appears capable of re« 
sbting its impetuosity. If I recollect right, we have this very 
appellation for rapid streams in North Britain. But to proceed 
with mf landscape. This watery magnificence is harmoniously 
grouped with the surrounding scenery of stupendous mountains 
covered with firs, precipitous rocks shelving over the flood, and 
the romantic dwellings of the natives animating the less danger- 
ous banks of the stream. We entered several cottages, and 
found much to amuse and interest our curiosity. 

The peasantry in this province are robust and rough in their 
exterior. The white and black Dalecarlians, as they are called, 
difler not in complexion, but in the colour of their dresses; one 
being black woollen cloth, and the other white. The coat is 
wide in the sleeves, and closed straight down the breast with 
hooks and eyes, having nothing like a. button; it reaches below 
the knees. Their stockings are gray with red clocks, and gar- 
ters. Huge shoes, with thick wooden soles, and tied with an 
oldfashioned leathern flap falling over their insteps. They all 
wear a low crowned hat, with a white cord two or three times 
wrapped about it; the brim is broad, like a Quaker's. The 
women coif themselves in a litde white cap close to their head 
and face. ^VTiite woollen bedgowns; petticoats of brown or 

3D 
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blue flannel neatly striped with various Colours; a blue aproB 
with red lines running round it; a pair of bright red stockings, 
with clumsy shoes, whose heels come under the centre of the 
foot, completes their attire. The white peasantry, both male 
and female, have their cuffs of a dark blue. The black usually 
have returns of red. 

The food of this hardy race generally consists of salt her- 
rings, and wheaten cakes, hard as iron; hundreds of which are 
hung from the ceiling of each cottage, with a stick ptrforating 
the middle. Bacon is a great treat; or, indeed, an\ sort of meat, 
as that branch of provisions rarely regales their appetites. They 
drink vast quantities of a ver}^ small and sour beer; but a meal 
is never finished without two or three glasses of their brandy, 
much worse in flavour, and more fiery, than the vilest whiskey 
I ever tasted. They pour it over their fish by way of sauce; 
and some of the women give it to infants at the breast, as well 
as to others at a walkable age, who drink a draught of it widi- 
out a wry face, so accustomed are their little stomachs to the 
glowing beverage. 

The cottages are in general very clean, as the delicate part 
of the family are most actively industrious. One hall, with a 
large hearth, is the plan of their habitations: this is comfort)^ 
bly appointed with tables and forms for the service of them- 
selves and friends. The beds are in the wainscot, one over the 
other, like those in the cabin of a ship. Here the whole family 
sleep; and with as much modesty, I am told, as if each had 
separate apartments. The stock of eatables being dried fish 
and cakes, are part of the pendent ornaments of the room, with 
the addition of an old rifle; a great chest (containing the house- 
hold wardrobe, &c.) under a sort of range full of plates, and 
perhaps a clock, complete the furniture. In Dalecarlia, as weD 
as near Stockholm, oxen are used in husbandry; they are har- 
nessed like horses; and, in all the services to which they arc 
put, perform their duty with equal effect. 

Leaving these celebrated mountains; celebrated, not so much 
for their noble scenery, as for their nobler inhabitants, we turn- 
ed our course for Stockholm, and passed* through Sala to 
Westerahs, a city on the direct road. In our way thidier wc 
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diove t}in)ug^ many woods; being the close of evening, seve- 
nd wolves issued from the thickets, but without an alarming 
appearance; they merely crossed the heads of our horses, eyed 
them anxiously, halted at a short distance, and on the smallest 
noise set off into the forest. 

The Westerahs, like most cities in Sweden, is situated upon 
the cdgjs of water. They have generally a lake or a river as 
dieir nearest neighbour; and this town, considered the capital 
pf Westmanland, is built on the northern bank of the Malar. 
It is the see of a bishop, and the residence of a governor. It 
boasts a castle, though not a very magnificem one; but its ca- 
thedral far exceeds, in preservation and grandeur, that of 
Upsal. Its interior is very beautiful, and possesses several 
fiat monuments of its ancient clergy, as well as an altar, and 
two or three other specimens of papistical decoration, so ad- 
mirably hewn and carved, as would do honour to Albert Du- 
rer. The subject of the altarpiece is the life and death of our 
Saviour^ arranged in Gothic compartments, painted and gilded 
witli the most curious accuracy. The beauty of the design, and 
the colours are in such preservation, that I consider the work 
as the most perfect thing of the kind extant. 

We were next shown the monument of the unfortunate Eric 
XIVm erected *by the late king. It is of Italian design and ' 
yorkmanship; and as worthy of the monarch as of the artist. 
The whole consist of a sarcophagus surmounted by a crown 
|ind other symbols of royalty, having a bronze vase on the side* 
On the pedestal is the following inscription: 

Erk XIV. 

Regi Svev. Goth. Vand. 

Augusto. 

Nato MDXXXIII. 

Bellis terr& marique gestis claro - 

Dissidiis domestkis succumbenti 

Sceptro libertate eundem vitk spoiiato 

A MDLXXVIl. 

Hie 

Indulgente demum f rat re 

Pax concessa est. 

Gustavus III. 

Hocmonumentum ponit. 
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The liberality, genius, and greatness of mind of the late 
tovereign of this country, are apparent wherever you turn: in 
almost every city of the kingdom yo\i meet testimonies of words 
tike these, bearing witness to all ages, how magnificent, how 
noble was Gustavus the Third! 

The cathedral of Westerahs was begun and completed in 
the twelfth century; and owed its origin, I believe, to St. Eric, 
being finished by his successor^ Charles the Seventh. It pos* 
aesses a small but valuable library, containing several manu* 
scripts in high estimation, which were brought, from Mayence 
in the year 1635. 

We next visited the square,* to see a large ill fashioned build- 
ing destined for the residence of the governor, in which, we 
were told, the unhappy Eric XIV* was confined. At present, 
it neither resembles a palace nor a prison; but is called the 
castle; and, as I said before, is a most hideous looking struc- 
ture. Nothing more attractive presenting itself, we entered our 
vehicle, and set forwards on our journey. 

As we shot along, we passed through several villages charm- 
ingly situated, and halted at the hospitable mansion of Mr. 
D . Once, it was a palace of Gustavus III. a circum- 
stance that rendered it doubly interesting to me. I walked in 
its park, and was shown many runic stones that were exceed- 
ingly curious. As I purpose visiting our kind friend again, I 
shall then make drawings of them for the benefit of my antf- 
quarian acquaintance. I know not whether you will find much 
entertainment in such antiques; but none can be more valuable 
in both our eyes than an old friend! I therefore shall bring you 
myself, if I do not send them, very shordy: intending only a 
very brief stay at Stockholm; then, perhaps, a sweep over the 
frontiers of Norway; and then, happy sight! the diib of Eng^ 
land will greet the eyes of your affectionate friend. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Stockholm, April, 1808. 

f>N my retunung to Stockholm, (having in my abfience seei^ 
somany admirabk inanimate objects^) I was detennined to lose 
no time in guning an admission to a living one that was yet 
more worthy of admiration,—- the wonderful SergaL This was 
an adnevement more difficult than climbing the heights of 
Palecarlta. 

, This extraordinary man, whose works equal some of the 
finest of Greece, is labouring under a severe nervous illness 
which has affected him for many years; not only depriving th^ 
world of the creations of his divine genius, but also bereaving 
his friends of the happiness his conversation afforded. His 
tdents were not so absorbed in his art as to leave him without 
those social graces, which endear even more than they embel- 
lislu I am told that in the days of his health, his company was 
sou^t by all ranks as their greatest priae. His mind was 
generally informed, full of classical knowledge, fine taste, and 
Ae moat engaging cheerfulness. All these endowments, finished 
by an exquisite gracefulness of manners, so recommended him 
to Gustavus III., that he not pnly possessed that monarch's 
patronage, but his confidential friendship* The death of that 
amiable sovereign so affected Mr. Sergal, that his former 
vivacity gave way to a growing pensiveness, with frequent 
bursts of sorrow; and some years ago he fell into an illness 
which has left his nerves in the most shattered state. Indeed, 
so sad is his condition, that he now shuts himself up from the 
world, hardly allowing, except on very rare occasions, even his 
oldest friend to approach him* 

However, one of them, at my solicitation, ventured to mention 
lo^him my earnest wish to have the honour of pcrsonaUy know^ 
bg him. To/the astonishment of all he consented to receive me. 
I was immediately taken to him, and presented by his friend. 
The venerable man welcomed me with a gentle kindness that 
penetrated the heart. He spoke as if he was pleased with the 
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sentiment that brought me to him, smd talked with great '«ffii> 
bility of myself and my country. He appears to be about seveop 
ty, with a fine and expressive, countenance. The account I had 
heard of his indisposition and its primary causes (for he had 
more than one), made me look on him with additional interest 
and tenfold regret. Respecting the amiableness of the dispdii- 
tion which could have rendered his frame so suscepuUe, aod* 
reflecting on the loss the world sustained by his paraiizedpow* 
ers, I was more moved than I could possibly conceaL 

The gentleman who had presented me, in a He w minutes 
inade a signal for our departure. When I rose to withdraw^ 
Mr. Sergal desired that I might be conducted to his studyy 
and lamented that his being an iavaltd prevented his attending 
me thither himself. I bade him adieu, {deased with my inter- 
view, but impressed with saddening thoughts at the melan* 
choly decline of such a man. 

It is always gratifying to see celebrated persons; and when 
worthy of the fame they receive, the pleasure is converted to 
a happiness. I have ever sought them at home and abroad with 
assiduity; and during my several joumeyings to and fro on the 
earth, have* been persoz\^y introduced to not a few cbari^ 
ters whose names will live in the page of fame forever. It wis 
this reverence of the truly great, that led me to the side of the 
divine Klopstock, just a month or two before he died. Though, 
a patriarch in years and literary ^ory, his mind seemed tofloa* 
rish in immort^ youth; and when his silver hairs and feeUe 
step declared that his mortal glass was nearly run, the bright- 
ness of his eye, and the animation of his conversation, promi- 
sed a life, lengthened for many years. He looked, as he disp 
coursed, like the poet of the Messiah. I never can forget the 
interview. 

He, to his latest hour, was blest with unvarying, though ten- 
der health. It was not of a robust constitution, but mild and 
clear like his own genius. Similar was his mind; and when I 
saw him, it seemed to shine forth, like an angelic spirit in s 
human form, ^ sent on a heavenly embassy to man." H9ifpy% 
therefore, was his lot! But, the no less admirable Sei^gal! I 
saw him suffering under a grievous malady; and the remem- 
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brances I brought awny were AlU of commi^emtiM; ftod pttin- 
fMregrets. - ■ " 

As he had been the thos^ti companion of'OustavUs'III. 
(having 'accompanied that' prince -to Italy, where he assisted 
him to male the royal coltettion of antiques ho^ in- the paiace), 
the present king, on the opening of the status* 0f his -iRnstrifoas 
fsfcher, added to the honours with which he hddadready'difitia* 
ghtsfhed Sergal, that of ennobling his family. 

On leavitig the venerable itlValid; we descistided into the At- 
tilun I looked aronnd, and beheld iiinbmenibte< busts, several 
't>f which were of the nobility; but what particularly attracted 
my attention was, one of Gustavus III*, and anodier bf his 
magnanimous son, the present king, partnered whh one of his 
queen. These three were of marble, and exquisitely finished by 
flie chisel of Sergal. To the heads of the two sovei^ignrhe had 
given soul and energ}'', as well as all the softness of nature. 
The head of her majesty possesses her sweet expf*ession, and 
the enchanting smile which bespeaks the heavenly goodness of 
her heart. 

We next turned to a Venus in a bending post«kre, pressing 
lier left hand gracefully on her bosom, from which fidls a piece 
\rf drapery more like an aerial veil; in short, the Whole statue 
rither resembles a poetic phantom, than a mass of solid marbfc^ 
This supernatural beauty, this breathing life, are the excellen- 
cies of Sergal, which bring him so closely p» a level wiA the 
best Greek artists. The production in question hatf been com- 
pleted fifteeh years. 

Another fine specimen of the talents of tSiis great master, is 
a group of Venus being Wounded by Diomede- It is in every 
part replete with knowledge, taste, and fine composition. Birt I 
hasten with impatience to point out to you what I eonsider as 
his chtf'd^cmvre: a work which alone would have given him 
Immortal feme. Cupid and Psyche! O, that you had been widi 
me to partake the luxury of viewing such perfection! so strong- 
ly did I think of the pleasure you would have enjoyed, that I 
even looked round at the instant, as if I expected to say to you 
— **How beautiful it is!'' 

'fhe time the artist has chosen, is the moment after Psythe 
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hM attempted to murder Cupid. She u on one-^nee, lodkiag 
up to the offended god, and intreating his pardon. The expres- 
•km of her countenance ia so much the t3rpe of a mind over- 
whelmed with grief and remorse, hopeless of forgiveness yet 
eamestty imploring it, that it is impossible to behold her without 
bursts of admiration. Her form is perfect; its beauty, its delicacy, 
its matchless eloquence in all female tenderness and sorrow, 
are beyond my pen to describe. But should the group be here- 
after jdaced where it can be publicly seen and appreciated, I 
will venture to predict that no work, modem or ancient, will 
preterve' a higher fame. The fine and godlike anger, as well 
as imperious feelings of insulted love, are gloriously expressed 
in the face of Cupid. He is in the act of tearing himself £rom 
Psyche, who- endeavours to detain him« The two figures are 
exquisitely united by drapery. The form of Cupid is not infe- 
rior in 1>cauty to that of his weeping love; and the lightness and 
<^divine contour of the whole, declare them to be indeed of im- 
mortal race. The dagger and lamp at his feet are die sad proofii 
of Psyche's guilt. 

Several smaller works of Mr. Sergal's are around the study. 
As I withdrew, an admirable model in terra-cota, of a drui^en 
fawn, struck my attention. In quitting this interesting subject, 
I must do Mr. Sergal the justice to say, that although I have 
had die good fortune to see much genius in some modem 
sculptors, yet I know no country in Europe that possesses an 
artist who, like him, unites all the beauty of the antique with 
the ease of nature. Our own great master in the art is radier 
too devoted to the Grecian lines: would he sometimes give the 
reins to his fine imagination, he would see nature, and we 
should see perfection. I have met with men, during my former 
travels, of extraordinary talent in sculpture; but it was Mr. 
Sergal who showed me that the best statues of Greece can be 
equalled. The generality of modem sculptors have a mamere 
in their works, decisively declaring their close imiution of the 
antique, (which they often carry to an iron excess,) or, when 
they neglect that study, set forth a mean copy of common ns- 
ture, totally contradicting every principle of the art. An artist, 
both in punting and in sculpture, should but refer to nature 
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Md iQf Aecistiqtte^ aaaiiioraite ^uld^olis mokmu Tbt boc^ 
af lus. work miwt proceod fioai his own geaiMt. 

The day after my visit to the Swedish PnuutdeSt I paid wf 
respects at the palace of Stoehbolxii, wlieve I was d«ly intro- 
duced to its marble goda axHl iauerdes. In my waty^; .thither 1 1^ 
ticed the bronze statite of i Gtustkvua ^olphils:.it is on hoviil* 
back, but so badly executed. Aw: I idid aot.give it a- second 
look. Not so the figure oi Guatavus Vasa, .'which stands oppo- 
site the S^l afthe KnigibU: h is'woizthy.of . itssituatioo^ afid.^ 
the brave. prince which it icommmnorates* You,,whp are?Q0 
cold admirer of deeds of chivaky^ will aot object to tahlPg. A 
peep, as we paas, into this haU! It ia het« the diets of thsukfaig^ 
dom aiaembie when they sit at Stockholm ( and here aU great 
solemAitiei of the. ncdbility axie held. -The size^of the {44«e is 
immense} the walk ajpe. covered with the coals of arms ofLall the 
8w«di^ nobles, which* <are &o.aumerousvtkat evei^ Ihe stair* 
eases aod.porticos blaze with;armcMiai; hearings. 

But to the palace! It was buih by. Charles XII., from tbe^ilior 
sign of Monsieur le Comie de Tessin; and itis inevery rebpfit 
djiafrvjuig d»e honour of haVingpheea £(Mgmded by.so renaifned 
n^aovereigBb I have already girea you a description.of ti|e ate* 
ipast possessors of this -hii^ifioent •dweliiogciaod as you.aife 
nQ Buckingham, to barter time or- patiedce £or all ffer^fhfUfj 
Wff^atflesy I will not burthen you< either with ditaloguea of vid* 
vet haegings, gigantic mirrors, embroidered oanopies, antique 
couches, chairs, and tables; leaving these convenient^lpieces.of 
furniture to. their silent- uses, I shall call your attention -lio what 
perluq)S omaeciented the apartments of Fertcles,or^^ye!;i^Oi* 
doubled attraction to the chamber of Augustus. I mean jtM 
gallery of ancient statues, which were chosen by Sergal at 
Qome, and brought hither by Gust^vus III* 

In die £rst saloon to -which I was conducted, two very^fiaa 
candelabra present themselves, of ^e most spotless maible i 
^yer saw. They are not less than eight feet higl^ with a won- 
derful lightness. and ele^pmce of form* Between them-staads a 
draped figure; a priestess, holding in her right hand a cup for 
libations or for incense. The taste of the figure is deiigfatful: its 
miotic and simple vestments^ sufidently declare ita orig^ 

3£ 
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firom ike chwd ef the beit Gretkt. Here one no fttftgaiieai» 
lines, no ttifiieMea; nothiBglo renind of ait, but all to tell of 
%eaatiful, easy nature. 

On the left is n Minerva. This is the fim in a range of aa^ 
tifues, vhich aie placed widi true heraldic precedence aloag 
this side of the chamber* Shebeavainhermienthe goddettof 
wisdom, the comiaallor of Ulysses, and the guide of bis aasi 
Next her stmids Euterpe, with a lute in each hand. Tbea 
Melponsene, hohting a large mask in her right hand^ nad in her 
left a dagger, which she resa upon her left knee, her foot be- 
ing raised upon a mws of rock. (There is a copy from thia,a8 
well as from mo^t of the others, now m the Lomrc at Paris.) 
^e head is crowned with ivy or vine leaves, and posseams 
wonderfully powerful tragic character. Setting aside the ua- 
l^aceful attitude of the lower ejctremities,all eke of the figms 
is in such purs taste, that you cannotregret its having r^vcd 
die sanction of Seigal's judgmoit. Clio is next, holding a acidl; 
and then Polyhymnia* Next to them stands the wdl kaowa 
▲poUo, striking his lyre, and stepping forward at the same aio* 
ment* The head is beautiful, and fraug^ with all thehsnaoi^ 
of expression, and elevated sentiment, so conspicuous u dnt 
deity whenever he ia accompanied by the muses. He is dotlMd 
in long drapery; and by aaany, at the first g^ce, has been mia- 
taken for a female; but a moment's observatioo^ and die god ii 
perfectly discerned. I thou|^ it would be a most ezcellest 
atui^ for any artiat who wished to paint Achilles in hb dis- 
guise at the court of Lycomedes. How wett-might it be grouped 
with the listening Deidnmia, regarding with raftnre the pd- 
like majesty of her lover^s action, and the noUe grace wNh 
aAich he holds the instrument to his breast, making it iBsemnt 
wto^i elofutni nmsici The animation that pervades the whok 
statue is so wonderful, you forget the marble on ganiagoa ili 
and momently expect t0 hear the heavenly tones of die lyra. 

Thalia follows, beautifully simple, with her usual attribute, 
the comic mask. Urama, with her appropriate emblems. iUd 
then Enuo! I cannot find words to describe the gipace sad 
insinuating power of this statue. Fix your eyes on it, aod to 
Wftiidraw tinem is almiQst impqiwiblet such a frMination iaipcr* 



cepdbly grows over you; a softness, a defighe, seems to past 
from die* lovdy image to your heart, that rivets you, spell* 
bouod, to the spot* The lightness and ddtcate C9tUaur is pei«» 
lect in every part. She was in ^H but the look at grief, the sis- 
ter of my first love, the divine Psyche. The position is bendisg 
forward, in the act of encircling herself willi Her robe: a bean* 
tifnl emblem of the modesty of the passion she piotiacts* Her 
•ylphid form, with the gracefid lines of her dn^ery, and the 
animated, as well as soft air of the countenance, produces a 
foute cruemble so penetratingly lovely, thatf— « man feels him* 
self almost a fool while lookmg at her. A gendeasan of adaai^ 
vaUe taste, who led me through these classic chambers^ ott 
phcing me before this invaluable production, esdaimed, Voili 
mon amour f In good sooth, had I been the artist whose glowing 
Imagination formed this figure, and could I have yielded aopf 
tieart to beauty done, I must hav« shared PygnAlioa^s passion 
widi a much harder fitte. 

Terpsichore is the next in rotation, holding her lyre. The 
statue possesses great merit; but it is so eclipsed by the pre* 
ceding one, that you hardly panse before it a ttsoment: besidea, 
one arm, and from below the knees, has been restored* The 
part covered by the ancient drapery, is in the accustomed good 
taste of Greece^ Close to her, and hat on this side the gattefy^ 
aits CaBiope, with tablets and a stylus in her hands. The 
^drapeiy is very inferior to the others; indeed, I must confeaa» 
fliat I saw nothing in the whole statue to excite my adnd- 
ration* 

The vkef iPamre of the whole coOeetion is an Kndymion. 
He is redining on his back, in all the calm repose of oarelesa 
llumber. It is impossible to sufficiendy praise the transcendent 
beauties of this figure. The peifoctions of the form are not 
inferior to the most celebrated statues; and die muscles of tke 
body are expressed with so much nataie, tranqidKity, smd 
trutii, tiiat it4s with difficulty you can petauade yourself that 
the deeinng shejrfierd does not breathe. The expression of the 
head carries on the iUusidn; a^d its beauty, as well 4M the 
txquiMte symmetry of the figure, form a most excellent and 
fair q>ology for the condescenuon of the efta^tf goddess. The 
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ffOKGt HspUyed vx the .dt»ppaal of tbe> attmute^ iaiii kaimoDf 
with the exquiaite lovelixMss of th« youth } aad I am h2^lpy to 
sfty^ thait the destructive power of agcs« nas. spared this trask* 
scendeot spfcimea of past t4leiit9* In siKe, U does ftot fall 
abort of th^ coloseal magnitude, of th^ Apollo Belvidere; and 
hy^the eI9hra9e^ of rQiana, seems to hftve mbMped a parfrof her 

..Wfa^n I look at works like these^ I am fiUed with a woiMter* 
iig^admivajtaon of the sculptors of old» I behoLd.the power of 
mi«i4 almost siyfamarmtal before me, in the represeotatioii q£ 
g^diB! and of heroesi not distinguished merely by attributes or- 
x^^mC) hut so mark^ by the genius of the teisisjb.with the sigoi^ 
of divviity^ or of mortal heroism, that it is imposaihle^ to mia^ 
tf^^.his meaaisg. The Apollo, the Venus^ and the £ndymioii«i 
oitghit alwi^ys toi be rank^ as the finst rematna of Grecka 
tiilmt9« Several large- ai»d magnificent marble vases finish ^h^ 
antique ornaments of the gallery. 

,Ip an adjoining saloon, is a numorous eoUectton of Uttts^ 
som^ in marble, others in bronxe, of the Roaiao e»peioni» 
aaddie.eminentfmenof the republic Jbnumerable .altars, sar« 
QOpbagi, umalLpiUarft, basso rdievoa, and imitilatfed cohiocms, 
flU the. apartraenti gcviag it the appearance of an HefeukmeiiiiBi 
above, i^odnd* There are four columns, about fourteen feet m 
length, of highly poliahed gray and variegated .mnrUc, thai 
^*ere brought from theancieDt city of Pompeia: their capitab 
ate o£ white porcelain^ and of the Doric order. 

In a small room to the right, is a large assortment of Etrus- 
can! vaaes, antique enamelled .dishes, several, curioas lamps^ 
8BC.;.allthe produce of the two overwhelmed Italian cities* 
This closes the royal 8«ore of ancient art* 

Within the wallsjof the palace, not one gDod picture b to he 
fanvid: but a great many bad originals, and worse. copies. I 
faand in one of the galleries several young man, studying these 
daubs, with all the attention of students in the best schoob |rf 
Italy. From these examjdes, I cannot be surprised at the state 
of painting here. The puUic exhibition took place a few dayi 
tgQ» Of course I went thither, and saw as the best what the 
ackdemickuis in England would h«f e rejected widi,. disgraGe* 
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Neither traces of fading genius, nor of growing talent, were 
visible in any but one. I fou];id that'one was the work of a very 
young man; and should he meet with adequate encouragement, 
he may in time become the father of his art in the kingdom. 

This exhibition of Swedish genius is open for several weeks, 
two daya in each .being free io the pabltc. 'On others, a few 
schillings procures the admission; on which timea^ the beau 
mondetaakt it dieir daily. vesort. The academy which bdosqtft 
to t^8 isstitation is at the expense of govemnieat: and had it» 
Augustus, Gustavus III*, Uv^ed, it is probable from his taste 
influencing the nation, that the art and- its professors wdbU: 
nm^ have been ii^ a very flot^shihg condition. At present, the 
stite of politics withdraws the attention, not only of his majesty^ 
hit also of die nobili^, 'frotn the arts: and ther ctrcumstance^ 
df .the war so drain the ooutitry of money, that no encourage^ 
nfeiit Is given to any of the piketittt^ners: add faideed the taient» 
of the youth for the pencil seem so small, that I ccmfcas i 
skotAd be ^ad to see dse forms of the academy thinned, and 
die students more'usefuQy employed^'in thkkenirig the bat* 
labofis of tlieir intrepid sovereign. 

This latter is but an epitome of (Ik joonversafioii of the 
dacs: begiii bn wliat sobjest wb wiU, it alwi^ edda #^ith wan 
A , theme, riot a little stripped of its fUiterinff circumsiance^ 
snife it brought disasters' worse than the rom of tamioD upon 
your wandermg friend. 
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- LETTER XLV. ^ 

StiiK^holm» Afwil, 180t. 

YESTERDAY being the anrnversaty of the esUbKshmeiit 
#f the order of the seraphim, all the knights of every order 
attended, diseased in their appropriate insignia. The hd^- 
ments of die Swedes, on these occasions, areveiy picturesque, 
being, as I before noticed, Spanish habits; a style first used hi 
tiiis country by the late king. 

The untform of die knights of die sword is a light Uue, 
with white lace; that of the vasa knights, is green; that of the 
polar star, crimson velvet, 8cc« The knights of the seraphioa 
wear white, with Mack kce, and Uack mandes. They were al 
collared and starred, and adorned with their respective chtvat 
rSc distinctions*' 

The ceremo n y took [dace in the chapel of the palace, whidi 
was ricMy hung with blue and crimson velvet, profusely etss^ 
broidered widi gold, designating the arms of Sweden in ahmi* 
dred compartments, surrounded by diousands of martial titn 
phies. The throne stood on the rtglt( of the altar. It w«l 
yehret, of die same colours; and a massive silver chair, elevati> 
ed on sevend steps, was the monarch's seat* Around hung Ae 
banners of all the knights* On the left of the altar were pifaiceA 
diairs of state (Banquo like) for the different sovereigna who 
belonged to die institution* 

When I first entered, I saw the banner of Russia* But, a 
few mmutes before die entrance of the king and the brednren 
of the seraphim, two heralds, atdred in the robes of their 
office, advanced to die imperial banner, took it down from wliere 
it hung, and |)ore it out of the chapel. The- invasion of Finland 
was his miyesty's reason for diis, and to show that none catt 
remain a knight of die seraphim who takes up arms against its 
head. Many who deem orders as a mere interchange of trifl* 
kets, fuay diink this action savours too much of the ch i v ah wi s 
age so long gone by ! and, that it is gone by, the more die piey. 
It was the era of unUemishad honour; when a nuMfli word 
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•bouMlttroager dumotths of the present poiod; tnd wKen the 
insignia of valour and virtne were|nized beyond the wealdi 
of world8« To laugh at the titles and customs of honour, is t^ 
laugh at honour itself; and both, except in die besit minds, 
ialLittto contempt together. I remember, and I blush for £ngfi> 
fishmen while I write it, many in our island turmng the chi- 
▼alric disunctions of our inuBortal Nelson into ridicule. Thqr 
have jested on his crosses and his stars, when, had they looked 
deeper, they would have seen wounds under every ornament^ 
received in making his breast the shield of their safety. This 
absorb contempt, or baser envy, is beyond my understanding. 
S04 1 shall return to the brediren of the senqihim* 

When the king entered the chapel, he was dressed in the 
lobes of the order, and followed by a procession of knights, 
various officers of hb staff. Ice The armour .cased drabants 
were marshalled on each^ side of the building. His majes^ 
bowed to all with the moat affable grace, and took bis seat on 
the throne. An anthem was played. The holy service was en* 
tered upon: and a divine read from the pulpit a sermon addres* 
sed to die body, relative to patriotism, respect for their ordes^ 
and the indispensable duties annexed to it, of loyalty and v^ 
bur in the defence of dieir country, being pardculariy demand^^ 
ad at this period. 

As soon as this discourse, with num(erous prayers, were 
fnished, in all of which die king (who I understand is emi* 
neody pious), seemed most religiously to take part; the cere- 
mony of creadng a new knight began. His royal naaster read 
aloud die vow, to which the noviciate, standing between his 
j^onaors, bowed assent. He then approached the king, knelt 
down before him, and was invested by the hands of his sove- 
reign with the collar of the order; the amiable Gustavus ad- 
jusdng^t with all the attentive snavity of a familiar fiiend, 
during which time he continued talking to him in a low voice. 
He then took the sword of ceremony, and most gracefully, 
with his chivalric seal, stamped him knight« On this being 
performed, he embraced him; and count H««*- (the new che* 
vaUer) kissed his migesty's hand twiee, with a sensibility and 
endmtiaam that did honour to his heart; and the noble Gusta- 
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vtisv b^ prfltsifig' most fervendy in both lua hands dmt tf lib 
Iddifiil siifa}cct, and at the same time -saying something, which, 
4rom .tbesweetand benign expression of his iFace, seemed fall 
of graciouAiess, proved the tenkler sympathy with which he 
received the ^sfftotions of hiai poopLe. 

The kntgbdy brethren of the covint next embraced Ima. 
Those prayers W9ere then sai«l^ and the benedictfon given. The 
king rose^; and the procession returned as they entered^ hh 
majesty ihaving first bowed to- the queen^ who sat as a specta- 
tor, and next to die ambassadors and doUea of foreign nations, 
^s I sat by our own minister, I had one of die best places in 
the chapel ibr commanding a view of the scene* It comaaenced 
4il eleven in the mohiing, and was over at two o'clock, wfen a 
magnificent dinner was served in the palace for all the knighlB 
present;of which his majesty* grikciously partook, rather as a 
brother of die various orders, than as a sovereign prince. - 

The order of die seraphim wa9 instituted so far back as die 
fourteenth century, by Magnus, king of Sweden, and has been 
held in the highest hoqour ever since. Margaret de Val)]emar 
the daughter»iti«law of its founder^ bestowed it on none butlur 
favoured nobles; and her successors in Sweden have spreadin 
generous bonds even to crowned heads. The institutioB of as 
after queen, the romantic daughter of Gustavos Adolphus, a^ 
rived not to so brilliant a maturity, but, like its mistress, shed 
its proudest honours even in the blowing. However, as I am 
going tb^ell you a little more on this stibject, I beg you will be 
attenuve; and as tins, letter is altogether a record of chhraby, 
of ladies fair, and knrghts.and scarfs, and pennons brigbt«'I 
hope that you at least opened it in style^^vith a pair of peiibm- 
ed gloves on! 

Having been ali;eady , with all serious rites, admitted a knight 
of Mars; n^ next honour of the sort, was to issue from a gayer 
court. The star of the beauteous queeu'^Christina, the guide ef 
love, and^the order of the amaranth, the emblem of its never dy- - 
ing brightness^ was to enlist me for ever one of beauty's vaasabt 
Accordingly, a litde time ago, at. the hour appointed, I veat 
to the hall of installation^ and after going thi^ough the usual 
cerembnles of knighthood, taking the delightful vow of being 
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CO till occaakHift the defender of loveliness in distresSt the sword 
of consecration fell on my shoulders, the Count de la Garde 
proclaimed me Champion of the Fair! and, still on my knees^ 
the hands of a beauteous lady, the representative of queen 
Christina, fastened the shining badge upon my breast; and I 
rose, another leaf in the royal wreath of amaranth* 

This institution, in the reign of its foundress, was supported 
by her with great pomp: but since then, as the more martial 
(tfders have arisen, it is only considered as un ordre degahn*. 
terie,' an occasion for social meetings; balls and festivals being 
fixed at particular periods, which are numerously attended by 
the ladies and chevaliers of the order; all of whom are of the 6nt 
rank and respectability, uniting the exhilaradon of pleasuie 
with the sweets of innocence. If any think harm of this, I reply 
in the true knighdy style, honi soii qui mal y pensei That no 
sour conmientaries will be made by you on the votaries of io 
sweet a flower, is the belief of your ever faithful friend. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

StockoUiiy April, 1801. 

I HAVE passed this day ddighdulljr; not wkk the liviag, 
but musing on the illustriotts dead. The sceae of my medita- 
tions was the arsenal. It stands in the king's gardenv aadeoo- 
Uuns^like our tower, the martial remaina of ancient dajrsiwilk 
nore modem trophies, naval and military, takea in Swedisli 
victories. 

A range of eqnestrlan figures^ dothed io ate^K and dMb 
horses barhcd, present themselves on your ettmnee. The 
names of the kings of Sweden are irritten in afiiceession aa 
th^ir pedestals; but I doubt whet^r any of ^ armoar, except* 
iteg two or three of the later suits, ever proteeted a feyalbreat 
from the arrow of the crossbow, or die baB of a cafbine^ In* 
numerable heaps of swords, pistols, and old matchlock pieces, 
are piled around, without eidier taste or care. 

The whole of the armour (saving a few shins of mail,) seeais 
not earlier than the fifteenth oentury; and what are of BMWt 
modem date, appear to have been ratlier suits for touraaaMBts 
than war. The head of one of these equestrian effigiea is cased 
in a close helmet of an extraordinary shape: indeed I had never 
seen a similar one before. The visor is in the form of a face, 
excellendy well executed, and polished very brightly. It has 
the addition of stiiF mustachios and projecting eyea, which alto- 
gether make up a most terrific visage. Whether thia iron mask 
be a portrait of any Swedish sovereign, I could not learn; but it 
possesses the strong national character. 

In another apartment are deposited a odleocion of saddles 
(presents from different potentates,) accompanied by rich hous- 
ings studded profusely with precious stones into^oven widi 
silk, gold, silver, and pearls. I was shown a pur of spurs of the 
oldest fashion extant; the iron being pointed, without arowd, 
and of a length exceeding any original or drawing I ever sair« 
Eleven inches is its length from the part which daspa the h^I* 
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The fork is very loftg, and miMt reach incoQvenieody lovr on 
tke foou The leather is fastened to it by a buckle. 

After running over A^hnndred, to me, uninteresting things, a 
case -was opened containing the clothes worn by Charles the 
Twelfth on the day which deprived that hero of his life, and the 
woiid of many acts of eccentric greatness* Even his shirt is 
preserved as a sacred reKc I could not help feeling an emotion 
|hey ooiy know who possess a litde chivalric enthusiasm; a ^ 
aeitain aomctbing the quieter part of the world often impute to 
romantic foHy, when I drew on my hand the very glove which 
had covered his, and was profusely stained with his blood. On 
his bdng struck by the fatal ball on the temple, he clapped his 
ri|^ hand upon the part, which in a moment becoming encrim- 
•oned with the dreadful proofs of his f^te, he almost in the 
same instant seised the hilt of his swocd, the belt of which also 
bears die bloody marks of this momentary impulse. The hole 
made by the bullet is in the hat; which, as well as the rest of 
the dress, appears to have been long the companion of bis per- 
son. The pictures and prints of this renowned king presfrnt the« 
^fin: similes ai those habiliments* In the same case is preserved 
she cap he wore on the terrible day at Bender, when he so des- 
penatdy defended himself against the Turks. It is of furi and 
has one tremendous ciU on the side, which must have been 
within a hair's breaddi of there ending the career of this won- 
der&d man. 

The dress of his brother-in-law and successor is also shown; 
and several other habits, all belonging to different personages 
of the successive royal families* One suit b rather premature^ 
exhibited: and every one who knows the merits of its owner, 
nuiat wish its admission long to continue out of place. It is the 
ahiit and jacket of a royal duke still alive* They have sustained 
a war rent on one of the shoulders, I believe it happened in the 
battle of the galleys* I have no doubt these memorials of hie 
gallantry were deposited here without the knowledge of the 
brave prince to whom they belonged. His good sense is equnl 
to hiB courage; and while be lives to achieve future honours for 
Sweden, he will never sanction the banging up of an old suU 
of umform amongst the mailed coats of departed heroes* 
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One strange article to be treasured with the relics of war^ is 
a carriage that was built in England in the reign of Elizabeth; 
bring the first close vehicle of the sort ever seen in Sweden* It - 
was brought from London by prince John, the second son of 
Gustavus Vasa, when he returned from his unsuccessful em- 
bassy to proffer to the virgin queen of that couct the vnatri* 
menial proposals of his eldest brother. 

Before I left this interesting place, I requested once more 
to see the relics of Charles the Twelfth* As I again held tbeas 
in my hands, and pressed his blood stained glove to my laps, I 
could not help at the same instant recalling those of his liv^d 
Peter, kept with similar care in the imperial museum at St* 
Petersburgh. How different the two characters, yet how great 
both! The king of S>yeden, kept without education i^ the jud* 
bition of his grandmother, without counsellors, or companioiis 
worthy of his dignity, drew from his own mind those principles 
of invincible courage, immaculate honour, and immutability in 
friendship, which stampt him the first of heroes* Who can 
forget the noble interruption with which this young and neglect* 
ed prince broke up the deliberations of the senate, when medi« 
tating a humiliating negotiation with the enemies of the king* 
dom? — ^^ Cease, gentlemen! my resolution is fixed* I will never 
enter into an unjust war; and I am resq^ved not to terminate a 
just one but by the destruction of the aggressor*'' With these 
magnanimous words he not only led the senate forth, but aU 
the kingdom, wondering at this extraordinary justice and 
courage in a boy; and following him in crowds to the shores of 
Denmark, the ally of Russia^ and the oppressor of his brotlier- 
in-law, the young duke of Holstein. 

Th<n succeeded hb victories; all gained by a bravery .nevor 
excelled, and a military judgment that made veterans stand by 
in admiration. Having humbled Denmark, then came the tzar's 
hostilities. Though engaging by three ambassadors at Stock- 
holm to maintain the peace, he marched at the head of a hundred 
thousand men into Livonia* Charles, who valued himself iq^ 
his severe probity, when he was first told the circumsts^nce, 
would not credit the fact* He could not comprehend how a 
legislntor like the tzar could make light of the sacred bonds 
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t)f men as well as of nations. Full of truth himself, he did not 
believe there could be a moralitjr for princes different from that 
df private men. 

The battle of Narva was a wonder in the page of history 
that never has been equalled. Nearly a hundred thousand 
troops kid down their arms to eight thousand! But what is 
stiD more wonderful, was the modertition of the young victor, 
who modesdy drew his pen through the accounts' which spok^ 
lughly of him, and depreciated the character of bis great ene- 
my. As justice led him forward, mercy was the companion of 
his arms. No outrage was committed by his soldiers; all obey- 
ed his word at a moment, and it was ever to spare the con- 
quered. Though an anchorite in pleasure, whether it came in 
the shape of love, or of any gratification of the senses, he was 
yet aKve to all the tendernesses of fraternal aiFection, all the 
S3rmpathies of friendship. I need only repeat one instance to 
sliow the sensibility of the young monarch in the most amiable 

It was at the batde of Clissau, when Charles, at die head of 
twelve thousand men, opposed Augustus, king of Poland, with 
dooblethe number. Upon the iirst volley of artillery from the 
Saxon side, the duke of Holstein, a brave prince, who had mar- 
ried the king of Sweden's sister, received a cannon ball through 
the body. Charles, on seeing him fall, inquired of an oflScer next 
to him, if the duke was dead, and being answered yes, a terri- 
ble paleness overspread his countenance, tears gushed from his 
eyes, and covering for a few moments his face with his hands, 
he suddenly struck his spurs into his horse, and rushed full 
speed into the thickest of the enemy. 

In the midst of Charles's triumphs, while Europe trembled 
before his arms, Sweden enjoyed all the blessings of a profound 
peace. Feared and respected by its neighbours, it derived all 
the advantages of conquest without its pains: for Charles with 
afew thousands overcame the millions opposed to him; and 
supported his troops neither by drawing from his own country, 
nor by the plunder of others, but with the provisions the people 
of every nation joyfully, because honourably paid, brought into 
his camp. 
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Thus^9C0mfitiiig^ mighty uar of Russia, farisgisg dit 
eeVerfd potea^fKes of Europe to ackaowledge hks sopcrior 
power, defending the cause of the oppressed, and dispensing 
cfowD^ to them be esteemed the most deserving, he went: for- 
ward in the fuU caro^r of his virtue and glory until the unhappy * 
hour that Patkul was surrendered to his demands* He that was 
)miRane to aH die world besides, was cruel to him alone. B«a 
4et the c«rtain £sU over the scene! There we lose the just and 
amiable Chsjrlea the Twelfth in an implacable tyrant. It was liis 
first and his last act of enormity; but it was of die blackest dye; 
so deep, chat, if we may judge of the heart of a man byhisac- 
tions, be eouM not but feel the acutest remorse for havi!%ao 
barbarously immcJated that unfortunate nobleman to hia vofwed 
revenge against the enemy of his father, and to show the pniod 
Augustus and the great Peter, that he durst brave dieir indigo 
nation. Fatal rivalry of power, when the Uood of a brave and 
honourable patriot was the victim! 

Soon after this period Charles turned his steps to die 
Ukraine; a measure which has usually been stigmatised as a 
whim; I venture rather to suppose it was by the secret instiga- 
tions of Mazeppa, who promise^d, by assisting him in that quar- 
ter, to wound the tzar in one of his most favourite parts. B«kt 
here his evil genius met him, and for ever after adhered to \m 
aide. The day of Pultowa sealed, with his fate, die fame of 
Pet^tbe Great. I cannot but repeat the words of one wiA 
whdm Charies was manifestly no favourite, on this occasioB. 
They show that real virtues command praise. 

*^ It was on the StK of July that this decisive batde was 
fought between the two most femoUs monarchs then in the 
world. Charles the Twelfth, illustrious by a cburse pf nine 
years victories; the Tzar, by^ nine years of fatigue apent in 
training his troops to arms: the one, glorious for having givea^ 
away dominions; the other, for having civilized his own: 
Charles, in love with danger, and fighting for glory only: Peter, 
making war for dominion, and his own interest. The Swedish 
monarch, liberal from greatness of soul; the Muscovite, never 
generous but for some private end. The one temperate and 
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cisttM beyond example, iiftti»i% magoiiuinoiit, and nev^r 
cruel but once: the other, bareh aiud sanguinary^ terrible to hie 
subjects, as wonderful to atraftgers, and addicted to «xc€8^s 
which shortened his days. Charks had the title of. imrincible; 
Peter, the appellation of Great*" 

That Peter was interested' is true; but it was wid^ the same 
$fkit wi)ich animated our Elizabeth: the aggrwdizement of 
Us country was his passion, and to that object all other AatioDs, 
ss far as lay to Us power, were sacrificed. To Rusaia he 
vas the asost generous of princes; he gave her his heart and 
his soul} be totted for her in the dockyard, ciog for her in the 
quanriesi made himself in every thing a aervant, that he might 
loow to be a king in alL 

,Take but a retrospect of his career, and we must perceive 
that almost every act of his life tended to the benefit of his 
people. Even what ia- blameworthy in lum arose from this 
principle; he steeped hitfilMmd in the blood of his subjects, to 
strike awe into the rest; and it was to obtain ports in the 
Balbk. for the advantage of the merchants, that made him in- 
vade the king of Sweden's dominions; Great as he was, he 
knew not du: sublime virtue which refuses to sanctify a go<id 
end, gained by ill measurlss. The civilization of Russia was his 
gnuod object; and all means he deemed admissible that bore on 
his favourite point* His very faults were suited tt> the people 
he governed, and the severity which made them tremble, com- 
pelled them to obey. Until the latest moment of his life, he 
manifested the watchful care of a fiither, even while the knout 
aai die ax taught them to fear his wrath, in the midst of alt 
lUs severity, which perhape was- necessary to bring so proud 
aad barbaroua a nation to observe hia rules, we are struck with 
iastanees of the most amiable regard for the persons of hia 
sqbjcctSb One, of most extraordinary benevolence, I cannot but 
aecouat^ aa it deprived the world of longer behcdtding this con« 
stdlstion of genius^ aad Russia of her glory and her parent. 
The esrcumstances of his death were related to me b^ an au- 
thority that cannot be disputed. 
Towards the close of the life of this admirable man, he was 

iftctaA with npainlul malady yfhkk he chose to bear in silence. 



416 TRAVELLING SKETCHES 

not even menuoning it to the empress, or to hb most 
dential friends. The better to conceal it,' he continued his 
usual active employments; but the anguish of the disorder at 
length grew to such a height, that he was oUiged to seek rdief ; 
and he reposed his secret with a favourite vatet de chawihre% 
ordering him to procure assistance with the greatest secrecy. 
The man obeyed: but applying to one of his own relayons, an 
Ignorant quack, something was sent to the emperor which in- 
deed gave him a transitory ease, but did the affected part so 
much injury, as to occasion the return of the pain with such 
augmented torture, that further concealment was impOMible, 
and the best medical aid was summoned. Every care was now 
taken to cure the disease; and the tzar, at the end of four 
months, was able to leave his bed. 

He regained strength so rapidly, as not only to venture into 
the open air, but imagining himself better than has physicians 
would allow htm to be, one day, without their knowledge, he 
got on board his yacht to visit some works diat were carrying 
forward on the Lago lake, under the directibns of general Mu* 
nich. Having remained there as long as he liked, he found the 
short voyage had so enlivened his spirits, and strengthened his 
enfeebled frame, that, instead of returning to St. Petersburgh, 
he sailed down the Neva to Lachta, a village on the gulf o£ 
Finland, situated on the coast, where he intended to land, and 
thence proceed to view the military manufactory at Sister- 
bach. 

He was scarcely ashore before the weather became very bad 
(it was now November), the sea raged, and the wmd rose to 
a tremendous tempest. At this moment he beheld, at some 
distance, a boat filled with soldiers, struggling with the waves^ 
which, each sweep of the beating surges threatened to dash in 
atoms against the rocks. A few minutes passed, and they were 
driven on the shoals not far from the village, evoy sea 
breaking over them with such terrific fiiry, that each watery 
mountain seemed the herald of their doom. His nugesty 
sent a vessel to their assistance; but, notwithstanding his 
orders, he observed that the boat's crew remained in the same 
perilous situation, the pinnace seeming to aaake unavailing 
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Milors w6ife making to tfa^6 the <fnforcunate wretches ali^adjr 
Mhausted with t^ror and fatigue, he leaped into his oWn boat^ 
and soon drew near th^m; but findhig he wifii yet too hr ofTi 
ctoaecoimtof the bbnks and rockd^he phtng^d into the sea, anci 
swimming, speedily was amongst the sufferers. What a sight 
t&t them, who' seemed to be abandoned by the meh of i^ir 
own quality, who saw the brethren' of their own profession 
standing aloof froita tlVeir da'nger, to see dioir sovereign, the 
emperor of alt the Riiid^as, risking hi^ltfe fbr their perservff- 
tion! Rising from the dashing waves #hich had several timetf 
elMed oter his head, and threatened to overwhelm him for 
ever, he sprung into the boatf. The sHout the despairing creW* 
uttered was such as if att angel had descended atnotigst them. 
1^ presend^e and tA^mitfted activity recalled the energies of 
everyone: the boat Vas again in deep'\Vatcr; ai^d his peopkl 
saved by his brave assistance. 

This huriian^ and pati^iotic prin^^ changed his clothes as 
806n as he regained the village. BuY, ahts, notwithstanding d^e 
stfictdst care, ifhe'cdid! of the ^ea^oti, afnd his remaining so long* 
in the water, together ^th the ift-itation ahd anxiety of hJs? 
mSnd during the exertion, brought on a rttepse of his disease, 
sKttejuded by a fever, and beft>re he reaf^ed St. Petei»sburgfi, 
Htt 31nesa was increased to imminent dattgfer. 

On being carried into his palace-, th6 dmperor waa laid on' 
his couch, from which he never moV*e ^ait>i^e. The first month' 
of Ac year 1/25 was the last of Ms et<rthly commission. His' 
life ceased as it had begun ahd contintk^id, a sacrifice for tM' 
good of his people! The setting of sucK a suri wais worthy Of 
its career; and We lo6k after its glorious ti^ck i^ith an ehthu- 
sitem that makes us turn to other sovereigns, and exclaim,- 
MioU tkie godlike prince! go ye arid do Rkhwke! 

In every vicissitude of his reign, whether in peace or in war; 
WhiSther encountering domestic trials, or stemming the pi'cj^-^ 
dices of a haughty nobility; in all he was the impartial patriot, 
the reaolnte dictator. 

It has often been said, " what a treasure he would have been 
to afn enlightened nation!** That is a que^\^ A monarch, actinjf 
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on his principles, and blessed with a gende nature, adapted to 
the tempers of a polished people, would indeed be invaluable; 
but I doubt whether the peculiar disposition of the tzar would 
have acquired him his present reputation in any other country. 
He was perfectly suited by Providence, by greatness of mind, 
temper, austere decision, and inflexible resolution, to govern, 
educate, and aggrandize, a vast and barbarous people, and to 
Jeave them to after ages, a brightening monument of himself 
for even Lycurgus was the lawgiver of one small republic^ 
Solon of a single city, hut Peter was the legislator of an empire 
that spreads over half the globe. 

• Different as their natures, different as were their pursuits, 
,have been the fame of the tzar and of his rival Charles; and 
as different were the modes of their death. The king of Swe- 
den was killed before Frederickshall, in a manner that stronj^j 
gave rise to a supposition of treachery which after evidence 
has confirmed. 

On the nig^t of St. Andrew's day, it being the depth of 
winter, as was his custom, he went about nine o'clock to in- 
spect the trenches. Megret, the French engineer who con- 
ducted the siege, accompanied him, attended by several other 
officers. Not finding the parallel sufficiendy a4vanced, he 
spoke with some displeasure to the engineer, but Megret 
replying that the place would be taken in eight days, the king 
replied we shall se€^ and stopping down, examined* the works 
by the light of the stars; he then rose from his bending posture, 
but still continued looking into the trenches. Almost imme- 
diately afterwards a shot was fired, the king was seen to pat 
his hand to his forehead— to his sword-*and fall. A deep 
sigh was all he uttered, and his mighty spirit fled! Such was 
the termination of the life of Charles the Twelfth; a man 
whom all the world feared, whom all the world admired; 
whom all who venerate virtue, and can perceive in the most 
godlike man the alloys of mortality, must love, pity, and 
deplore! 

His officers presently surrounded him. Monsieur Siquier, 
his aide-de-camp, raised his head from the parapet, but he was 
quite dead. At this sight Megret, the chief engineer, and who. 
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DO doubt, was concerned in the murder, and had led his mas- 
ter to the spot, coldly said, " The play is over, let us to sup- 
per!" It was settled that the melancholy event should be con- 
cealed until the prince of Hesse's commands should be known. ' 
The dead Charles was accordingly covered with a cloak, and . 
carried through the ranks of his adoring soldiers as a wounded 
officer. The prince of Hesse (the husband of the deceased 
king's only surviving sister), gave instant orders that none 
should stir from the camp till his wife was declared queen of 
Sweden, to the prejudice of the young duke of Holstein, the 
son of Charles's favourite sister and beloved fi^iend, both no 
Tnore. These commands were obeyed. The princess was pro* 
claimed, her husband shortly after; and baron Gortz, the 
faithful minister of Charlel, and the guardian of the young 
duke, executed under the gallows. Eloquent as these measures 
were of treachery, the assassination was not fully ascertained 
till many years afterwards, when one Cronsted, an officer, on 
his death bed, confessed that he had himself, at the instigation 
of the prince of Hesse, fired the gun that killed Chafes the 
Twelfth. 

I need not, to you, comment on this horrible parricide. It 
was not the mistaken zeal of a Brutus, which shuddered while 
it struck the blow, but the arm of a base mercenary that rifled 
the hero of his life, and a brave nation of its newly recovered 
and adored leader. Many a noble heart has visited the place 
where he fell; but who would repeat over it, the words which 
he uttered at Lutzen, the spot hallowed by the last breath of 
his predecessor, the great Gustavus Adolphus? ^ I have en- 
deavoured to live like, thee: may God grant me as glorious a 
deaths 

Charles was not so favoured: Gustavus, like Hector, died 
in the heat of battle, by the sword of a hero; Charles, like 
Achilles, met his fate in a still hour, from an ignoble hand. His 
life was splendid, but his death! who will envy it? It was not 
in the bed of honour, but by the bolt of an assassin. For one 
dagger that rids the world*of a tyrant, a dozen bereaves it of 
the .rulers it most values. Witness, even in modem annals, 
Henry of France, Charies of Sweden, and the yet lamented 
Gustavus IV. 
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Before I dose w^th ix^y illusurious subject, I i^u^t give yaju 
a truer idea of his p.er8on than d^e prints dp which yo^ see in 
England. Charles was of .;^ fine height, nobly shap^; ai^d not- 
withstanding his unco.uch garipents, tradition spe^s pf him as 
very graceful in his move^ients: but i^ was an hjcroic grace, 
^tive an.d comm^pding; np^ng that ^poke pf the 4^cing- 
^aaster i>or drill sergeanjt. He h^d ^ broad, high forej^f^^d, large 
blue eyes beaming mildn/es§, but ia b^tde b^^^iog wi$h Br^m 
{{is noje wa^ finely propprMoi^ed, and his i^puth evfur parted 
witli a smile. In fact, 90 gay ^as hi^ disposition, i^otwitbstaad* 
ing his abandoomept of all tl>e pLe^ures w^icb rank thepiselvea 
upder that tide, tha^ be frequeady laughed in the ipof t serious 
^ates; ai^d sl^rugged his shoulders, and so>i}e4* under the 
severest misfortuaes. There was* po c^mijty of sufficient 
weight, he thought, to rob a man of his cheerfulpeas; and 
wbet)ier pending or fallen, $pll he sxm)e.d| stiU he hc^ed, still 
be was happy! 

Mad as this king might bie called, he was a praf:tical philo- 
sophjsr: and had his judgment on life but \idi£ equalled the 
powers he possessed to adorn it, his days had been lengthened, 
his reign bad continued ^nd terminated in glory, and Frede- 
rickshall beep guil^ess of the blqod of Charles the Twelfth^ 

I have told you before, tha^ the person of the present king 
greatly resembles his illustrious progenitor, and the similitude 
reaches even to the mind. We see the same bravery, the sao^e 
virtue, the jBame ^teadine^s. 3]at there, m^y the likenps^ cease ! 
IMLay loyalty always g^ard ths|t monarch, who knoif s so weli 
to defend his own honour, and to preserve the freedom of a 
country which ha^ ever been the birthplace of bfro^s! 

You, who love the truly great far and near, will fervendy 
join in thi9 prayer of your faithful friend. 
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LETTER XLVII. 

Stockholm* May« 1808. 

THIS delightful month was hailed on its first morn as it |s iq 
Russia^ by inerrymakings that reach from the coi^rt to the 
cottag^: all the carriages in Stockholm paraded m procession 
backwards and forwards through a park not far distant from 
the town* 

Much beauty was present in the equipages; and not a little 
amongst the pedestrians of humbler ranks, who flocked in 
i crowds to see the cavalcade. But fair as the ladies were, yet 
the si4®ndor of the scene was far inferior to that I had shared 
in its anniversaries of the two years before; and for loveliness, 
you will not wonder that I should, in that point also, find it 
halt behind dear Mosco, and its dearer inhabitants. 

This custom is a very odd one; but perhaps it was instituted 
on a similar political principle to that of Russia: if so, the plea* 
sure may have succeeded, though not the profit; for certainly 
the carriage-building trade has stood still these sixty years. 
The other festivities, in both countries, (nay, we still have 
them in the remoter countries of England,) I make no doubt 
originated in festivals.dedicated to the floral deity of the pagan 
siges. The May garlands; the goat dressed in flowers, and led 
about by husbandmen in white, are sufficient proofs of their 
heathen origin. 

Her majesty, as well as the other branches of the royal fami- 
ly, wer^ in the string of Muriages. She looked charmingly in 
die splendid attire she had adopted to hail the season, so sweet 
an emblem of herself; but her graces are of too fine a texture to 
bear the encumbrance of much ornament: to use the threadbare 
quotation (because it speaks truth of her,) 

'* Thoughtless of beauty, she is beauty's self; 
And 19} when unadorned, adorned the most!" 
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Near this city is an extremely pretty spot, charmingly diverd- 
* fied with rocks, wood, and water. Here stands Haga, an ele- 
gant small mansion, built in the English taste. It is now die 
favourite retreat of the present king; and the situation was so 
admired by his august father, that, a short time prior to his 
death, he commenced building a superb palace on the grounds. 
When he fell, the plan was dropped; and the comparative cot- 
tage remains as the royal residence. The gardens of this minor 
palace, like those of Kensington with us, are open to the inha- 
bitants of Stockholm; and on Sundays they generally drive 
thither, and in various gay groups promenade for hours. 

The grounds are so romantically disposed, as to suit all fan- 
cies: some parts are open lawn, and bright terraces; others, 
deeply secluded shades, where you may walk from mom to eve 
without meeting a soul. As sauntering through pure air has 
ever been one of my greatest pleasures, and Haga being only 
an English mile and a half from the town, I used to go thither 
many days in the week, when I had all the groves to myself; 
and often, strolling about with my book in my hand, I have met 
the fair majesty of Sweden with one of her children; enjoying, 
as myself, the sweet day, without any guards but her own in- 
nocence and dignity. It was then I ss^w her all lovely in a sim- 
ple attire, and looking in motion and tender graces the very 
perfection of female kind. 

The departure of the snow has most wonderfully changed 
the appearance of all around. What was white and cheerless 
winter a few weeks ago, is now green and smiling spring; the 
trees are bursting into leaf, the birds sing, and the people have 
already assumed their summer garments. Bear skins, and the 
furr}' hides of other animals, have dropped from the backs of 
the inhabitants, and when seen in lighter garbs, the former ap- 
pellations with which we were so apt to compliment them, of 
Goths and Vandals, never enter our heads. Hence we see, 
though there be some wit in leaving nature unadorned, there is 
none in rendering her hideous by loads of ugly clothes. So lit- 
tle do people in general understand this distinction, that I have 
heard a man reply to a dowdy woman's apology for a dirty dis- 
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habillei by quoting the very words I have so royally^ and 8ure« 
ly^ properly applied. 

The streets of Stockholm, now exhibit an apparently quito 
different race from its former shaggy natives; and with the ad- 
dition of the military, look very gay. 

Since the Russian troops passed the frontiers on the Finland 
side, the Swedes have gradually fallen back; and several gallant 
acu have been performed by the little army concentrated under 
gni«ral Klingspor. The gulf of Bothnia being frozen by the 
acverity of the late season, the invading troops spread them- 
selves over the islands. A considerable body of Cossacs and 
infantry took possession of Aland: you will remember that I 
mentioned this island as the largest of the precious covey, and 
the nearest to the coast of Sweden. Here was the scene of the 
brave pastor's prowess. 

The inhabitants, after enduring all the anguish of the bit- 
terest oppression from the Cossacs, eagerly .followed the 
standard held out to them by their spiritual leader; and headed 
by a dauntless {>easant ojf their own island, they laid the plan 
fpr its recovery. He went, as a first measure, to Gripsholm, 
and brought secredy into the island arms and ammunition* 
Then prudently awaiting the opening of the waters, that they 
might have the enemy hemmed in, hopeless of succour, nothing 
was suspected till the blow was struck. At the appointed mo- 
ment the attack was n^e, and an obsdnate resistance opposed 
on the part of the Russians. Several fell on both sides: but the 
undaunted courage of men fighting for their homes and families 
prevailed; and the imperjal troops, commanded by a field offi*. 
cer, were taken prisoners. 

They were immediately, to the number of two hundred and 
fifty, transported in boats to the main land; whence their brave 
captors led them in triumph to Stockholm. 

The gallant peasant, who had ventured his life to obtain the 
supplies, and who had led the attack, entered the capital on the 
eleventh of May, like Cincinnatus, at the head of his conquering 
legions. His majesty received him on the royal parade, which 
was filled with the guards, and an immense concourse of people. 
Before them all, the king took from his own breast the medal- 
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lion of the order of the sword, which hung there by a ribbon, 
and putting it over the neck of the loyal islander, said: " My 
sense of your bravery can only be equalled by the united grati- 
tude of Sweden. May your countrymen, while adittiring such 
virtue in so humble an individual, makj; it their modeU And 
while you see nobles following your example, remember, diat 
'when occasions demand, new actd of loyalty and coinraige will 
be expected from so brave a man!" 

The poor fellow was so overcome by hia majesty's c<hidi> 
sCension, that he burst into tears; and an oficer wito stood cloae 
to theking, told me, that the amiable Gustavus exhibited similar 
fcelings on seeing the sensibility of the honest sold, and tdktng 
fcim warmly by the hand, " God bless you!'' said he; ^go mf 
brafve felloi/r, secure of yonr sovereign's esteepi; go, and he 
respected by your native islanders!" 

Besides diese honours, a handsome gratuity was given to 
him; and inwards, widi general thanks, distributed amongst Ins 
brave associates. All were anxious to express their admiration 
of the valiant group, and they marched from Stockholm wiA 
iittir happy leader, fnll of delight, and laden with presents. 
The field-officer this Ktde airmy took prisoner, had served dur- 
ing the whole of the late campaign on the banks of the Vmula; 
Md there acquired a Ccime which rendered his present capCure 
doubly mortifying. But he had diis consoladon (and it ia erer 
ihifficient with a man of honour); that he maintained bis ground 
while it was possible to preserve his men from instant destruc- 
tSon: and when he did yield his sword, it was, although to 
peasants, to nven who fought, each with the determination of a 
hero. 

As I ani preparing to quit Stockholm, and have so many 
fcreweb to say before my departure, you will not be surprised, 
and perhaps you will not be sorry, that instead of running yoxx 
forward to another subject, I leave jrou on the march with the 
brave Alanders. As long as jrou drop them short of the isles 
of Bothnia, 7ery well, both for your own sake, and that of your 
faithful friend. 



tN SWEDEN. 425 



LETTER XLVIII. 

Gottenburgf June, 180& 

ON the fifth of June, after having been honoured the day 
before with a moat hoapitable dinner from his excellency our 
good minister, and my kind friend Mr. Thornton, I set off 
from Stockholm at nine jln the morning, accompanied by a 
gentleman lately arrived from St. Petersburgh. 

We had previously purchased a sipall Swedish carriage dmt 
precisely held two persons, for which I paid fifty dollars; and 
having sent ourforbode forward, we had no difficulty in getting 
horses. At two o'clock the following day, we arrived at Arbo* 
ga; having passed through an extremely wild country. Were 
it not for the extensive woods which sometimes enveloped us 
fi^r many miles, I should have declared that the stony deserts 
of Arabia could not be more stupendous and barren than parts 
of diis province. I never saw, even in Finland, such immense 
tracks of granite; and in some places they stood so huge and 
scattered, as to seem, at a little distance, the ruins of vast fef- 
tresses, or towns and churches* 

Arboga is of considerable extent; and is situated at the ei^ 
tremity of the lake Hejelmoren: it ia clean and regularly built; 
and appears, like Sala, the residence of prosperity and comfort* 
A large castle stands near the bridge: it is surrounded by a wet 
ditch.' On a part of the ancient walls is now erected a modern 
house, which may be a convenience to the possessor, but it is 
the most detestable blemish that could be devised *to aestroy 
the otherwise grand effect of this noble fortress. I visited the 
diurch, a building of extensive dimensions, but neither very 
old, nor very interesting. Nothing else in the town being worthy 
of notice, without further delay we set forward, and again en* 
tered avenues of trees most delightfully shading us from the 
now fervent heat of the sun, and the burning dust that usuaDy 
attends his chariot wheels. 

These woods consist of lofty and umbrageous trees; a beauty 

3H 
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which we seldom see in England, except in parks, as the {na* 
sion for lopping turns all our British avenues into p^dlards rank 
and file. The Swedish roads, as they are more refreshing aloft^ 
so they are pleasanter below, than even the famed ones of our 
country; for the peasantry are not only obliged to keep them in 
repair, but they do it .with zeal and conscience. 

Npthing particularly interesting in tow9s or villager attmcted 
our attention, till we approached the mountaina whose echoes 
announce the cataracts of Trolhseta. On arriving at the foot ot 
one of these rocky heights, the road changes ito quality, and 
becomes gradually worse and worse, until it is literally nothing 
more than a naked bed of granite, worn into a sort of track by 
ikt constant joumeyings of travellers to the falls. Here the cba* 
racter nature assumes differs litde from the rootfm^ wilda of 
Derbyshire. 

Trolhatt lies about a Swedidi mile out of the post roadi and 
at some distance we could hear the roar of the waters, as well as 
see the misty foam that rose like white smoke midway up tfieir 
rocky barriers. We found an excellent inn; and after taking a 
litde refreshment, set forth to have a nearer view of these ce* 
.lebrated productions of nature and art. We were attended by a 
very intelligent man, who was to be our guide to the aceae. 
There are six falls at short distances from each other. They 
are produced by the waters of the Wener lake; and pouring 
from stupendous precipices into their rocky beds, produce dT- 
fects of such sublimity that pen and pencil £ul uncUr the de* 
scriptiom The torrents rush with resistless force from the 
heights, carrying along felled bodies of trees in tbeir passage, 
and dashing from steep to steep of the huge masses of grpnilei 
roll downward foaming and bellowing into the abyas benes^i 
whence they rebound again in raging waves, and a snowy mist 
diat covers the whole of the banks around with streaming wa* 
ten The bold rocks on each side, finely varied with trees and 
shrubs, which partially cover the gray face of the stone, and 
the preuy cotuges of the rustics bending over the flood, are to 
the highest degree picturesque. I have attempted a sketch of the 
.scene, where you may descry the wooded tops of several litde 
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tthmcb, which, owiitg to the horrors of the cattratts thai »ur* 
round them^ have never been trodden by the foot of man* 

The works of art which have been invented to bring the 
boats down from the smooth water near the lake Weqer, to 
diese more dangerous passages, are beautifikil in themsrlvesf 
and highly honourable to the sovereigns who patronized the 
' design, and to the genius that conceived it* These works ntre 
begun during the reign of Charles the Twelfth, and finished in 
laOOy under Gustavus IV. 

The road from TroUueta to Gottenburg is continually vary* 
ing its scenery; and certaiidy is, by far, the most beautiful in 
this part of the kingdom. Woodi, mountainous defiles, and 
the rapid stream of the Gotha, are our alternate companiow 
all die way. About nine miles distant from a ^ace called l4^ 
hal, on the opposite banks of the river, on a high and comt 
manding rock, appear the ruins of .the ancient fortress of Ho^ 
hns. At its foot is a small town of that name. Its romantic 
situation, dius under the shelter o( the cMde, which stands 
Kke a proud giant braving the storms, and the black mountains 
of granite in its resur, stretching far, and lifdng their heads to 
Ae clouds, form a scene of Gothic grandeur in roids that 
might afford a subject, not only for the painter's pencil, but the 
poet's pen. 

'The ci^ of Gottenburgh (or more properly Gothabttrgh)^ 
lies in a boiknr on the conftux of the rivers Gotha and M<d«- 
dal. The heights whi^h surround sex command the town, cbat^ 
in case of an cwemy possessing himself of these advantageous 
positions, the present fortifications would be useless. One or 
two block honses have been Constructed to endeavour at a sort 
of pfoteetiott, as well as to annoy the enemy, were he to make 
himself master of the city. The inutility of the works wbkh 
encircle Gottenburgh, having at length been discovered, they 
are now demolishing; to give place to a new plan, which, it is 
supposed, will remedy the old defects. 

The aspect of the city is much like the towns in Holland: 
and that is not surprising, for Charles IX., who founded the 
place in 1607, planted a Dutch colony here; and, to increase its 
trade and prosperity, allowed them certain privileges from the 
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crown, which) I believe, are still continoed to die citizens. A 
few years after its establishment, the town was burnt down 
bjr a king of Denmark: but Gustavus Adolphas, rebuilding it 
with greater 'advluitages, put the original settlers within its 
new walls; and ever since it has been in a very flourishing 
condition. 

The harbour is between diains of picturesque rocks, is idxnit 
two furlongs wide, and is considered the most commodious in 
the kingdom. Indeed the mouth of the river presents a bay 
sufiiciently extensive to contain the largest ships, and securely 
shelters them from the severest stonns. At present a most 
happy sight for Sweden, and as proud a one for us English 09 
the shore, gives additional magnificence to thejiaven.. The 
British transports and ships of war, headed by the Ficioryi 
that best monument to the memory of the glorious hero who 
breathed out his soul beneath its decks, amid At thunders of 
war, and the shouts of victory, fulfilling, with the last pulse of 
his valiant heart, the order he had given, diat every man ^hottU 
do his duty. 

Not to be an idle spectator of the disembarking of our 
troops, did I come to Gottenburgh. You know the private, as 
well as you feel the public reasons, which cause me to 'enter 
on immediate service. I have made my arrangements to be 
ready at a moment's summons, to attend the British arms 
either to Norway or to Zealand; and, I trust thai <iur lirave 
leader will soon send home a good account of the enemy. My 
next letter will probably be either from an encampment 
amongst the Norwegian hills, or from 6n board a tranapoit 
bound for the shores of Denmark. Here, or there, ever while 
above ground (and beneath it too, wimess the mines !) I remain 
your faithful friend. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Gotttpnbarg^, Juljr, 1808. 

TO me all the world seems asleep, or engaged in mysteries 
m which I am to be no partaker. It is not sufficient that I am 
perplexed by political suspenses, but private anxieties are 
to add to my disagreeables. Why are you all so silent? Per- 
haps you will say, that owing to the information of my last, 
you did not write, because you expected I would now be on the 
wing, and letters might not readily reach me! Being good 
enough to make your apology for a first transgression df the 
sort, I shall proceed to my other disappointments. 

A suspense of nearly two months did not decide the desti- 
nation of the British troops. Negotiations, and various other 
occurrences, all a riddle to us poor bystanders, suddenly un- 
furled the English canvass, and the whole fleet, with its brave 
freight, were again under way for Great Britain! Sir John 
Moore had left Gottenburgh for Stockholm on the fourteenth 
ef June, and returned hither incognito on the first of July j he 
went*immediately on board the Victory, and he and the whole 
fleet sailed for England, on the fourth. 

These events have struck a general consternation into all 
people. The mystery seems to threaten an unhappy disclosure; 
kad where we before saw smiling faces, we now meet gloom 
and suspicion. My northern campaign being thus cropt in the 
bud, I shall hope for a more propitious commencement on the 
shores of Spain, which, I understand, is now the destination of 
the Victory and her squadron. I was on board a transport for 
some time, but being told they were going direct for the Spa- 
nish coast, I relanded; rather wishing to make England in my 
way, and to join the British troops when disembarked at their; 
foreign destination. 

Since their departure my chagrin has been a little dispersed 
by the arrival of their royal highnesses the duke and dutchess 
d'Angouleme. They came hither from Prussia, accompanied 
by the queen of France and their suite; and mean to remain 
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till preparations are made to receive them in England. I was 
immediately presented by the Comte de Dama$* These inte- 
resting remains of the once splendid court of Versailles aflFect- 
ed me much. I was received with affability and dignity; but 
as the interview was not a short one, the cold formalities of 
ceremony were most condesoendiixgly waived by these august 
personages, (not the less royally great, ih being heroically so^ 
under misfortune:) the illustrious wife of Louis XVIII. con- 
versed with cheerfulness ^nd freedom; and the duke talked 
with me on every popular subject, in the most engaging man* 
uer. The dutchess, the lovely daughter of the beautiful and 
unhsq>py Antoinette, is extremely interesting. She is fair, and 
very like the Bourbons. Her eyes are mild; and, in their slow 
and gende turns, carry such an expression of tender melan- 
choly, that it is impossible to look on lier without partaking 
her feelings. Her whole air breathes the same sentiments; the 
very tones of her voice, all tell of the woes she has suflfered; 
that she is the daughter, the last of the offspring of the mur- 
dered king and queen of France. 

As i frequently repeated my visit by the desire of his royal 
highness, I saw tliis interesting princess in a thousand charm- 
ing lights, and perceived, that though she was sad,sh.e was not 
gloomy; that her melancholy was of a temper rather to endear 
than .to distress: and it seems to have had its full eflfect upon 
her amiable husband. She conversed with me as he did, mak- 
ing me ,sit by them as a friend; and during these conferences 
with which they honoured me, I had every opportunity of ap- 
preciating the value of her really fine understanding and ange- 
lic heart. Cruel as has been her lot, she has found szvett are the 
U^s of adversity; for in no rank of life did I ever meet with 
more intelligence, sound judgment, and dignified piety, than 
in the dutchess d'Angouleme. 

The duke is in every respect worthy of so inestimable a 
treasure. His mind is as excellent as it is amiable; and while 
I took from him the commands with which he honoured me 
for England, I was happy thus to unite my respect for the 
prince, with the devoted aflFectlon of a friend. 



IN SWEDEN. 431 

I have just received a most flattering invitation from the 
Swedish commander in chief on the frontiers of Norway, to 
join him there, where every attention will be shown me, and 
my military passion fully gratified: but my duty calls me to the 
Spanish shores; I have declined the honour with gratitude; and 
to-morrow I sail for England! May heaven's propitious gales 
soon bring to the bosom of his family, their, and your, ever 
faithful friend! 



LETTER L. 

Harwich, August, 1S08. 
AFTER an exactly three years' absence, I again revisit my 
native country! I am just landed. In twenty-four hours, before 
you and the dear circle have read through these tidings, please 
God, all I love in England will be clasped in the, arms of your 
friend. 
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Ambassador.*^Se« English ambassador, French ambfissftdor, and 

Russian ambassador. 
Amutements at ^t. Petersburgh, a^ the beginning of the year, 
previous to a great fast, 124. 
excesses of the lower jQlafises on these occasions, 134. 
the ifie hill described} 135. 
at Mo8CO.T«f«See Mosco. 
at StockkoIm.<*^ee Stockholm. 
' Anecdete of Lord Nelson, 11. 

of an aged Russian seaman* his behaviour on the presen- 
tation of the statue of Peter the Great at St. Peters- 
burgh, SO. 
of an affecting case of the severity of the English criminal 

law, 313. 
of Peter the Great, when travelling^ incognito, 369. 
of Che oool intrepidity of a Russian grenadier, 105. 
of Gostavus III. his heroic act to raise the siege of Grot- 

tenburgh, 347. 
<kf the exertions that occasioned the death of Peter 1. 4 1 6; 
of Paul I. making a calker a lieutenant-general, and c<m- 
ferring on him various military orders, 291. 
Anecdotes of Prince Bagration. 103^-i^Sec Bagration. 

of boors and slaves, 176. 
AngouUme, the duke and dutchess of, their arrival at Gotten- 
burgh, and their moat amiable and interesting character, 429. 
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Ankentroemy his coMpirwj ai^ murder of GttaUmis Ul.pCge 347. 
Armif of Ru88ia» ISI. 

Cossacs— See Cossaes. , 

Baschkirs^i^See Baschkirs. 

£irgiet-«-See Kirgiea. 

Calmttca-«See Calraoca* 

Peter the Great organized the Russian army in the German 
style, and with experienced foreign officers, 135*. 

this new gigantic system receiTed ha birth in 1690, and 
its force in 1711. 135. 

uniform of the troops, 136, 138. 

Peter III. adopted the Prusnan tactics, 138. 

jCatherine laid aside all the stiffness, but which was re- 
sumed ^y Paul, 138. 

the Hulan regiment, and hussars, their magnificence, 139. 

how the army is recruited, 101, 140. 

every regiment has a vocal band, who sing in parts, accom- 
panied by the ballalacka, a sort of guitar, 155. 

their instrumental bands inferior to the English, 156. 

the parade at Mosco, 1 80. 

recruits, their rapid discipline by means of the cane, and 
speedy transformation to soldiers, 181. 

mode of cutting their hair, a preventive of desertion, 1*81. 

Princess Dashcoff 's review of some auitiliary regiments, 1 8 1 . 

an encampment near Mosco, 215. 

form and situation of the tents, 316. 

the soldiers and their arms improperly separated, 216. 

solemn devotional ceremony at the parade, 217. 

immense distance held between officers of rank and those 
under them, 217. 

officers do not mess, 217. 

remarks on the dress of the army, 218. 

impropriety of the close cincture round the middle, bad con- 
sequences to health as well as appearance, 219. 
Army, Swedish, 341. 

The king's drabant, or body guard, composed of nobility, 
with a particularly martial ancient dress, 341. 

their heroism at the terrible battle of Puhowa, 341. 

the foot guards and horse guards, their appearance, unifor/n, 
and horses, 341. 

n«va] uniform, of which spurs form a part, 342. 
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Army, fopces of the line, how nosed, fiage 343. 

^ re^iladons respecting them, and provisions for their bmi. 
lies by their fellow peasants, 342. 
the officers have houses and lands assigned to them during 
life. In peace they live among the peasants they have 
formed, which creates a close connection and attachment* 
343. 
Archangel, its rigorous climate and dreary situation, 201- 

aome account of it, 202. 
Archbishop of Upsal— ^ee Upsal. 

Architecture has made considerable progress in Russia, 44. 
Arsenal of Stockholm, 4 1 0— See Stockholm. 
Arts and sciences encouraged in Russia, particularly by Peter an4 
Catherine— See Peter and Catherine, 
but studied only by slaves, 109. 
Austria and Russia's combined army defeated by the French, I la. 
peace between France and Austria, 112. 

B. 

Bagration, Prmce, his great character, 102. 

by his wisdom and heroism, he gained a victory with a 

handful of Russians, over a large body of the French 

under General Murat, 103. 
anecdote of the cool bravery of a Russian grenadier, and 

his reward by this prince, 105. 
entertamment given to him by the English cfub at 

Mosco, 153. 
his figure and demeanor, 154. 
enthusiasm of the company towards him, I54. 
air sung in honour of him, by a regimental band of sin- 

gers, 155. 
gratifying meeting of the author with him at the em- 

press dowager's house day fgte, 243. 

^\r^ St^/^l^^^'"^ on the anniversary of the birthday of Gustavus 
111., S3o. 

Balloon, ascension of one at Mosco, 205. 

Baschkirs, a nation in the Russian service, used in foraging par- 
ties, ccc. 281. 

their Origin, name, and country, 281. 
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BascUdrS) accept the protection of Ruasia, under the Tzar Ivan 
Vasilleivitch Ih^ fiage 281. 
their population and constitution, 281. 
their huts, winter villages, and summer encampmentSi 

281. 
their wealth consists of flocks and herds, but particu- 
larly horses, of which some of them possess 4000, 
and from which they derive thi; necessaries of life, 
meat, milk, vessels, and garments, 281. 
ean all read and write, 28?. 
props^ate bees, and traffic in honey to a great extent, 

282. 
occupation of the different sexes, 282. 
their dress, 282. 

their diversions, songs, and dancing, 283. 
their military and equestrian practice, and the auxiliary 
force they afford Russia, by way of tribute for pro* 
tection, 283. 
their attention to old age, language, and religion, 283. 
their peculiar, grand, and picturesque appearance, mar- 
tial dress, and weapons, 283. 
their standards, 284. 
their horses, 284. 
their sheep, 284. 
their remarkable music, 284. 
Bathing, the indecent public and promiscuous custom of, at Mosco, 

laughably described, 184-^See Mosco. 
Bells, immense one, and in prodigious numbers in the churches of 

Mosco, 163, 187 — See Mosco. 
Benediction of the waters, an annual solemnity described, 1^8. 
Boat for travellers, from Cronstadt to Petersburgh, 14. 
its crew, theini dress, and appearance, 14. 
their singing, 15. 
Bohemians, called in English Gypsies, are frequent in Russia, 237. 
their interesting appearance, character, and customs, 

237. 
inquiry as to their origin, 238. 
the author conjectures that they proceed from the Jew* 

ish people, 238. 
his arguments, 38. 
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BoHon, Mr^ of S0I109 oooitnicted the appwatua for couiing at St 

Petersburghi/raj'e 25. 
Bonaparte) the scourge of Europe, and a chastising instrument in 
the hand of Prortdencey 57, i 13. 
were he as good as he is great, he would be irresistible, 

contrasted with Nelson, 11). 

hU nctory^ onrer the combined forces of Austria and 

Russia, and peace with the former, 1 12. 
his deep plans, aiid dangerous friepdship, 278. 
his annihilation of the military power of Prussia, and hot 

pursuit of the king, 279. 
military preparations against him in Russia, 279. 
Russia and England, the only powers adequate to the 

contest. Of awake to the general danger, 280. 
the energy of the Russian nobility against him, 280. 
Boor»— See slaves. 
Burial service of the Greek church— ^ee Greek. 

C 
Calker made a lieutenant general, and covered with stars and rib- 
bons, by the emperor Pau^ in one of his mad freaks, 29 1. 
his ridiculous vanity, 29 1 . 
Calmucs-— See Kalmucs. 

Camel, an ingenious machine for carrying ships over shoals, 245. 
Canal of Borovitsky, communicating between the Caspian and the 

Baltic, 236. 
Cahnon forbidden, by an ukase of Paul, to be ilred on private rejoic- 
ings of the nobility, and their whimsical substitute for them, 171. 
Capital of Russia has been successively Kief, Vladimir, Twer, Nov- 
gorod, Mosco, and St. Petersburgh, 199. 
Petersburgh now likely to retain it, 199. 
Card playing and aJl games of chance, rage for them in Russia, 204. 
Carr, Sir' John, his elegant work, The Northern Summer^ referred 
to, S3, 
his good portrait of a great apartment of relics of antiquity in 
the Taurida palace, 47. 
Carriages and horses of the nobility at Petersburgh, 19. 
Cathedral of Upsal described, 359— See Upsal. 
Catherine II. her conduct at the presentation of the equestrain 
statue of Peter I. 29 — See Statue. 
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Cutherine II. her retirement aithe Hermitage^^j^e 34. 

her encouragement of the arts in the purchase of pictures, 

35 — See Pictures, 
and in bringing the institution at Petersburgh to its pre- 
sent state— See Institution, 
laconic inscription on a medal struck byhe r, SS, 
her munificent encouragement in rebuilding the city of 

Twer, \47. 
every comer of the empire exhibits her acts of munifi- 
cence and wisdom, 148. 
titles assumed by her, 265. 
Cattegat, entrance to the Sound, 3. 

shipping there, 3. 
Cbarlea XII. his character, Sec. and hiatory»4l3. 
his tyranny towards Patkul, 414. 
parallel between him and Peter L, 413, 418. 
his murder, 418. 

discovered afterwards to be at the instigation of the Prince 
of Hesse, who had his wife proelaim/^d queen of Sweden, 
to the prejudice of the young Duke of Holstein, and was 
himself proclaimed soon after, 419. 
figure of his person, 4^. 
Christianity, its introduction into Russia, 58. 
Christina^ queen of Sweden, her eminent beauty and kind conde- 
scension, 338, 42 1 , 42^. 
her order of the Amamnth, with which the author was 
invested, 408. 
Church, metropolitan of St. Petersburgh, not yet con^lete, 17. 

attached to the fortress at /St. Petersburgh, its royal tombs 

and trophies of victory, 24. 
marble the most expensive, and least admirs^le in Peters- 
burgh, 26. 
of St. Alexander Nefsky, 50— See Ne&ky. 
of St. Martinus Prvednick, at Mosco, 207p--*See^Mosco. 
of Troitza, or monastery of the Trinity, 207. 
of Abo, 301. 
of Kumlinga,318. 

of Adolphus Frederick, at Stockkohn,343— See Stockholni. 
of Old Upsal, formerly a Pagan temple, 363—^See Upsal. 
Church, Greek-TSee Greek church. 
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Churches, description of the general design of those in the RusMi 
empire. 53. 
of Mosco— See Mosco. 
of Stockholm— See Stockholm, 
of Upsal— See Upsal. 
Clergy, the superior of Russia, their exemplary behaviour, 153. 
Climate of Russia, 199. 

length of days, and degree of heat and cold from Archangel 

to Astracan, 200. 
at Mosco, or Petersburgfa, the winter preferable to sum- 
mer, 201. 
the almost intolerable l|eat of summer, 253. 
CUssau, battle of, 413. 
Codex Argenteus, a valuable curiosity in the university of Guatavus 

Adolphus, at Upsal, 354. 
Coining at Petersburgh, its apparatus, by Mr. Bolton of Soho, 35. 
Column, 230 feet long, of a single piece of granite, at Pelersburgh| 

17. 
Commercial treaty between England and Russia, difficulties as t» 
its renewal, 390. 
the obstacles, 390. 
Cossacs, a striking part of the Russian army, 131. 
their persons, air, and appointments, 131, 
their horses, miserable looking animals, ill kept an4,fed, 

but very hardy, 131. 
sketch of their history, 132. 

they are independent, serve without pay, but are obliged 
to join the army of Russia, when called on by the em- 
peror, 133. 
divided into Donski and Ukraine Cossacs, 133. 
their constitution, force, language, religion, &c. 13S. 
their dress well adapted for soldiers, 134. 
Costume of the nobility in Russia of both sexes, nearly as ourselvesi 
more d la Fran9ais, 93. 
and this too in winter, except when enveloped in pelisses, 

92. 
the author's winter dress described, 97. 
of the peasantry in winter, 93. 
of the fair sex of this rank, 94. 
of the wives o£ mechanics and Russian merchants, 94. 
different headdress of wives and maidens, 94. 
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eStttttme) the winter habiliments of the hdies more graceful than 
those of the men^ t^age 98. 
at a masquerade at the Winter Palace, 120. 
, disgusting dress of the wives of the native merchants at 
Mosco, 183. 
summer attire of the natives of Russia, 234. 
dress of the Baschkir men and women— See Bischkirs. 
•f the Cossac soldiers— See Cossacs. 
of the Russian Fins, 297. 
of the Swedish Fins, 300. 
of the women of Kumlinga, 320. 
of the Swedish people of fashion, 337. 
of the Dalecarlians, 394. 
Country dance, Russian, 172. 

Coursing scene, description of one near Mosco, 205. 
Court of the reigning empress of Russia at the Winter Palace 106. 

See Winter Palace. 
Cows' bladders made a substitute for cannon in the entertainment 

and rejoicings of the Russian nobility, 171. 
Gronstadt, arrival at, 12. 

extraordinary appearance of the inhabitants, 12. 
built by Peter I. as a security to Petersburgh, ld« 
its strength, 13. 

accommodation for shipping, 13. 
appearance of the town, 13. 
atrictness of the customhouse, 14. 
Capid and Psyche, a chef-d'oeuvre of Sergal, 399. 



Dalecarl]i^--See Journey from Stockholm. 

Dalecarlians, their appearance,^ress, food, cottages, &c. 393. 

Danish soldiers— -See Soldiers. 

Dashcoff, princess, the illustrious friend of Catherine; her review 
of some regiments, 181. 

David, King, defence of his character as a man after God's own 
heart, 239. 

Denmark, its picturesque appearance from Elsineur to Copen* 
hagen, 11. 

Derben, its keys three times deposited in the church of St. Peters- 
burgh in token of conquest, 25. 

3K 
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Description of Elsineur-pSee Elsineur. 

of Cronstadt— See CronstadU 
of St. Petersburghp— See St. Petersburgfa* 
of Mosco— Sec Mosco. 
of Gottcnburgh— See Gottenburgh. 
of Stockholm— -See Stockholm, 
of Upsal— »See Upsal. 
Docks at St. Pelcrsburgh, fiage 244— See Admiralty. 
Domestics in Russia are all slaves, 1 j7«-See slaves. 
Douglas, the marquis of, his arrival at St. Petersburgh as the Briv 

tish ambassador, 390— See English Ambassador. 
Drabant, the king of Sweden's body guards— See Army. 
Dres8*-^See Costume. 
Drokedjas, or hackney coaches of St. Petersburgh, 19— See St Pe- 

tersburgh. 
|J)runkenness banished since the time of Peter the Gr^ati rooted oa( 
from among the higher orders, 95. 
its potent and fatal effects among tho peasants, 95. 
Dwarfs, a fisivourite part of the establishment of tb^ Russian DQblessc» 
156. 
are almost universally malesi 157. 
their handsome figures, dress, gaiety, and remarkable re- 
semblance of each other, 158. 
account of some of the individuals, 158. 
grand marriage of two dwarfs^ celebrated by Nat^iia, uster 
of Peter I., 159. 

E. 

Eluneur, arrival there, 1. 

its present description, 2. 
KronenbeVg castle> 3. 
iBlsineur, Hamlet's garden, its present state, 3. 

story of Hamlet, from Saxo Grammaticust 4. 
' Hamlet's speech to liis mother, translated from thai 
work, 6. 
Danish soldiers exercising near the castle, 9. 
their appearance and clothing, 10. 
fine landscape along the shore to Copenhagen, 1 1. 
Empress of Russia, the present, her court at the Winter Palacei 
106. 
her interesting figure, 106. 



INDEX. 443 

Empress of Russia, the present) her aftkbitity, fiage lOlT. 

• her demeanour at the chapel, and salutations, 107. 
Catheiine II- — See Catherine II. 
Empress Dowager, her collection of pictures at the Her* 

mitage, 3i^. 
her charities, 114. 
jPoundling Hospital at St. Petersburgh^ fotlnded by her, 

its excellent institutions, 8cc. 114. 
her Pallas mein and excellent qualities, 120, 250. 
splendid fi^te on her name day, 24 1 .^-See St. Petersburgh. 
her palace of Jutchina, 24d. 
Encampment, Russian, 215— See Army. 

English residents at Cronstadt, ordered by Paul to be sent many 
thousand versts up the country, but prevented by the 
generous interference of admiral HennacofT, 14. . 
English merchants at St. Petersburgh, their comfortable mode of 
living, and charming tillas, t^^ 344. 
their hospitality, $44. 
£ng1ish yeomanry and nierchants, contrasted with Russian slaves, 

118. 
English ambassador, lord O. L. Gower, quits St. Petersburgh^ 
leaving behind his secretary; doubts of the renewal of 
the treaty of commerce, 241. 
lord Gower is succeeded by the marquis of Douglas, 290. 
having again succeeded, the marquis receives notice that 
an English ambassador is no longer necessary, 294. 
English preparing to leave Russia on account of the war, 394. 
English club at Mosco, 153. 

entertainment given by' them, 154. 
Englishmen, great attention paid to them in Russia, 154, 16T. 
EfMtaph of Stiwarroff in the monastery of St. Alexander Nebky, 55. 
Equestrian statue of Peter the Great.— See Statue. 
Expense of living at St. Petersburgh— ^ee St. Petersburgh. 
Extortion of the lower classes in Russia, 21, 9f, 148. 
summary mode of beating ^em down, 148. 

F. 
Falconet, the sculptor of the admirable statue of Peter the Great at 
St. Petersburgh, 26. 
formed the head of this statue from a bust made by a 
d^sel of France, enamoured of th« sovereign, 38. 
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.^inland) Rusuan, appearance/ of the country, /w^e S97. 

the inhabitants, their figure» dress, &c. 297. 
Finland, Swedish, 300.— See. Journey from St. Peterdyurgh ta 
Stockholm, 
gulf of, tremendous passage in winter, 304.— See Journey 
to Finland. 
Fools still form a part of the establishment of Russian nobility, 15T. 

their beastly indolence and stupidity, 157. 
Fortress of St. Petersburgh, planned by Peter I., now a state prisoi^ 

24. — See St. Petersburgh. 
l*ound]ing Hospital of St. Petersburgh, founded by the Dowagcf 
Empress, 114. 
its excellent regulations, 115. 

besides children, it receives women in a state of preg- 
nancy, and which forms a school of njidwifery, 1 15. 
nurses brought from Ingria and Finland, 115. 
their odious, stiq;>id appearance, 1 16. 
contrasted with English wet nurses, 116. 
goats have also been employed to suckle the childrei|) 
but it was found unhealthy, 1 16. 
iPoundling Hospital at Mosco, the best endowed charity in Europe^ 
on the same principle as that of St. Petersburgh, but 
on a larger scale, and more sure foundation, 179. 
France.^ — See Bonaparte. 

F^nch ambassador at St. Petersburgh, his gorgeous parade, 293. 
his gasconade observations as to the siege of Acre, 293. 
his successor even less polished than the former; his boaat 
respecting shooting the duke D'Enghien, 294. 
French sailor,a most interesting storyof one, 270.«^See Adventures* 
Friedland, the battle of, 293^ 

Frozen proviabns, market for at St. Petersburgh, 100. 
its extraordinary appearance, 100. 
jarticles brought hither many thousand versts beyond Moa* 

CO, 100. ^ 
it is a fashionable lounge, 101. 

the sledge drivers who bring them, come mostly with a 
view of meeting their sons or brothers in the army, 101* 
interesting scenes thus produced, 101. 
Furs of black foxes, sables, and others from Siberia, and the Calmuc 
country, veiy rich, but expensive, and only used by the opu- 
lent; of the bear, racoon^ &c., brought from America to 
England, better and cheaper than those of Russia, 221. ' 
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Ofdlitzen) prince, hia venerable character, /^a^r 263. 

hk splendid palace and some exquisite pictures^ 1^65. 
but, as in the collection of most travellers, many very 

bad, 266. 
his death, 295. 
Games of chance, rage for them in Russia, 204. 
Georgia, queen of, her death, 295. ^ 

magnificent funeral, 295. 
Gottenburgh, properly Gothaburgh, situated on the conflux of the^ 
Gotha and Moldal, 427. 
the present fortifications inadequate for defence, on 

aocount of the surrounding heights, 427. 
they are now demolishing to make way for a new 

|]4an, 427. 
the city has the appearance of the towns in Holland, 

427. 
was burnt down by a kbg of Denmark, but rebuilt by 
Gustavus Adolphus, 428. 
« commodious harbour, 428. 

debarkation of the British troops, 428. 

the author volunteers his services either to Norway 

or Zealand, 428. 
Sir John Moore's journey to Stockholm, incognBo^ 
andTetum on the 1st July, where he and the whole 
fleet sailed the 4th for England, 429. 
arrival of the duke and dutchess d'AngoulSme from 
Prussia, acc<»npaniedby the -queen of France, 430^ 
the author declines the flattering inviution of the 
Swedish commander in chief, his duty calling him 
to the Spanish shores, 431. 
the siege of Gottenburgh raised by the heroism of 
Gustavus IIL, 347. 
Grower, Lord — See English Ambassador. 
Greek church, its impressive ceremonies, 54. 
Its libeval toleration in Russia, 58. 
its doctrines, sacraments, creed, ceremonies, 60. 
specimens of the service, 67. 
matrimonial service, 68. 
service for the sick, 72. 
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Greek church, burial service, ^^e f4. 

further details of its institutiona and rites, 80. 
monkism, its rise and process, 85. 
benediction of the waters, an annual soiemnky described, 
127. 
Grenadier, Russian, anecdote of the cool valour of one, and his re* 

ward by prince Bagraticm and the emperor Alexander, 105. 
Gripsholm, the usual winter residence of the king <^ Sweden, 334. 
Grislehomn, the landing place in Sweden from the gulf^ 334. 
Gulf of Finland, tremendous passage through it ki winter, 30^— 

See Journey from St. Petersburgh to Stockholm. 
Gustavus Vasa, his monument at Upsal, 360. 

account of his disguise amidst the mbitii of Dalecariia, 
the treason of Peterson which the monarch escaped by 
the noble behayiour of the traitor's wife, 384, 387. 
the house where this interesting occurrence took place, 

387. 
See Journey from Stockholm. 
Gustavus III., deep sorrow of the Swedes for the murder of, 330. 
celebration of the anniversary of bis birthday, and open- 
ing the sutue by Sergal, erected to hlfl memory, 334. 
affecting ftcene on the occasion, 334. 
' critical remarks on the statue, 345. 
circumstances as to his murder, 34d. 
interesting anecdotes of him, 347. 
his heroic act to ruse the siege of Oottenborgfa, 347. 
battle of the gaUeys, 347. 
his honouraUe reward of air SMney Smkb, 348. 
Gustavus IV., his people's enthusiasm towards him, 330. 

his attention dedicated to the political safety of his king- 
dom, 330. 
his usual winter residence is at G#^holm in Suderman- 

land, 334. 
at Stockholm, he is only when alfeirs of state require his 

presence, 333. 
hb arrival to celebmte the anniversary of die l^rthday of 
the late king, and opening the statue erected to liis 
memory, 334. 
his behaviour on the occasion, 335. 
and at a ball which followed, 337. 
his striking likeneit to Charles XII., S3r. 
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Gustavus IV., his figure and msBomefffiage 337. 

kind condesceDuoQ of lus majesty and his beautifiil 

queen, 338. 
their conjugal and parental tendemeas, 389, 
his demeanour, on the anniversary of the establishment 

of the order of the seraphim, 406. 
his distinguished reception of a heroic peasant of Aland^ 

honouring him with tiie medallion of the order of thf 

sword from his own breast, 434. 
Gypaiea— iS37. See Bohemians. 

H. 

Hamlet, his garden at Ebmeur, its present state, 3. 

Saxo Grammaticus's story of, 4. / • 

his address to his mother, translated 'from Saxo Gram* 

maticus, 6. 
Harwich, the author's arrival there, August 1808, 431. 
Hennacoff, admiral, his excellent character, 13. 
attentiiHis to the author, 13. 

generous interference in £Bivour of the English residents 

atCronstadt, 14. 

Hermitage, a part of the winter palace, the residence, during the 

severe but splendid aeas<»n, of the imperial &mily, 34. 

its decorations and pictures, 34.— See Pictures. 

the fEivourite retreat of Catherine, where she laid a^de the 

purple, 34. 
Further account of this enchanting place,its magnificence 

and tasteful furniture, and decorations, 132. 
Its brilliant theatre, exhibiting an undescribabl^ magic 

effect, 123. 
the author's pictures, for the admiralty at St. Peters* 
' burgh, deposited here— See Pictures. 
Homer*s tomb, a remarkable monument of antiquity, brought from 
one of the islands in the Archipelago, and placed in the 
gardens of count Strogonoff, 363. 
reflections on its removal, 353. 
Horn muttc, an extraordinary and barbarous invention of a prince 

Gallitzin, a degradation of human nature, 155. 
Horsesi Russian, beauty and value of those of the nobility, 91. 

those for travelling miserable lookin|; animals, l^ut very 
hardy and swift, 143, 
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Horserace at Mosco^fiage 171. 

Horticulture of count Razumofeky, who^ in subterraneous gaideii% 
by the exclusion of cold air, and the introduction of heat from 
stoves, brings to maturity summer vegetables all the year roundf 
368. 

Hospitality of the polite inhabitants of Mosco, 153. 

it is fiedse that hospitality is a proof of barbarism, 153^. 

Houghton gallery, purchased by Catherine, and added to the col- 
lection at the hermitage; a stigma on this country, 35. 

L 
Ice^*— See Winter. 

Ice hill, a remarkable winter amusement described, 135. 
Inscription on the statue of Peter I., 31 . 
Inscriptions, laconic, 31, 55 . 

Inatitution for the encouragement of the arts at St. Petersbuigi^ 
founded by Peter, improved by Elizabeth, and brought 
to its present perfection by Catherine, 40. 
account of this establishment, its purposes, and excellent 

regulations, 40. 
details, different works of art here, particularly sculpture, 
44. 
Inundation of the Neva in 1771.— See Neva. 
Joseph the Second of Austria's picture of Mosco, 166. 
Jtmmey from Sf, Petersburgh to Mosco, in winter, 143. 
preparations for it, 143. 
the vehicle called a kabitka described, 143. 
no decent inns on the road^ 143. ' 
the only places of accommodation are the dwellings of the 

postmasters, where may be had coffee and tea, 143. 
horses diminutive but hardy, 143. 
mode of harnessing them, 143. 
villages on the road, 143. 

the dreary country forms a boundless expanse of snow, 145. 
but occasionally diversified by cavalcades of travelling na- 
tives, forming a striking scene, 145. 
Novgorod, the city of— See Novgorod. 

Twer, the capital of a province of that name See Twer. 

Russian mode of beating down imposition, 148. 

view of the interior of a posthouse, and its inhabitants, 150. 

an ineMated young priest, 151. 
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Journej) tlie superior clergy's simplicity) gentleness of manner's, 
and austerity of litti pa ffe 151* 
\ arrival at%Mosco, 153. 

a second journey from Petersburgh, in October, 1806*-»the 
only noticeable occurrence an aflVay between the author's 
Russian attendant and some boors, on the former pro- 
ceeding rather roughly to punish the extortion of the lat- 
ter, and which was macle up by a little money, 260. 
-from Mosco to St. Petersburgh, in June, 222. 

an Italian marquis, rather inopportunely introduces himself 

into the party, 222. 
> his picture, 226. 

the postillions refused to proceed, alleging their whole fare 
had not been paid; forcible arguments, of the cane, how- 
ever induced them to go on to the next village, where the 
heroes of the whip raised such an outcry, that a general 
battle ensued with them and the villagers, and the car- 
riages and cavaliy got on without them, 224. 

arrived after many difficulties at Voskresensky, 327.^See 
Voskresensky. 

the story of the late battle had been brought up by the 
boors, with such terrific accounts of the travellers, and 

' that one of the postillions was dead of his wounds, and a 
villager dying, that they were obliged to fortify them* 
selves, and keep watch 4bur days and nights, till a cou- 
rier should return, whom they had sent express to the - 
governor of Mosco, 232. 

the return of the courier remedied every thing, and brought 
back the very refractory drivers, with orders to obey, 233. 

view of the uninteresting and sterile country, now that win- 
ter had disappeared, 233. 

canal and falls of Borovetsky, connecting the Caspian with 
the Baltic, 236. 

descended down the current in a craft, 236. 

the country improves, 237. 

interesting circles of Ukraine peasants and their droves> 
237. 

—-Bohemians, or gypsies, 237.— -See Bohemians. 

arrival at Petersburgh, 241. 

from St. Petersburgh to Stockholm, in December, 1807, 
397. 

3 L 
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Jo\irne;f , desolate country through Russian Tinhnd^fia^e t9Y. 

the Finlandere, their savage appearance and dress, 297. 

Viborg, a strong town, 298. ^ 

its large filthy inns, 298. 

the country" assumes a more savage outline approaching^ the 
borders, 299. 

Aberforce, the last Russian possession, and the boundary of 
the Russian empire on the side of Sweden, 299. 

melancholy sensations on quitting a country, where the 
author had been so happy, and ardent wishes for the re-, 
atoration of peace, 299. 

peaceful and happy .appeanmCe of the Swedish Finlandersi 
300. 

rapid travelling in this country, 300. 

figure, dress, and manners of the people, 301. 

towns and Villages on the road poor, 301. 

considerable appearance of cultivation, 301. 

Abo, the capital of Swedish Finland, 301. 

its harbour, academy, and court of judicature, 30 1 . 

a metropolitan see,— the church large, of brick, with one ^ 
the best organs in Europey— monuments, 301. 
' the university, streets, and trade, 302. 
^ winter vehicles of this country, 303. 

tremendous passage across the gulf to Stockholm, through 
the isles of Bothnia, 304. 

reached Warsala, its shocking hovels, 305. 

Warsala only a huge rock, almost sterile, occupied by 
twenty-five habitations, in two groups of hovels, 306. 

two wretched posthouses described, 306. 

provisions equally scanty, 307. 

k vain attempt to leave this shocking place, 307. 

the vermine intoUerable, 308. 

a philosophic Englishman, who smiled at the evil^ of the 
place, 308. 

females, their strength, coarse persons, dress, and mascu- 
line avocations, 308. 

quit Warsala, and pass over six miles of Ice, but after an- 
other attempt with the boat, compelled to return, 509. 

the travelling here in sunmier easy, the journey romantic 
and interesting, 310. 
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Jburney) at length finally leave Wai^sala, and whli much difficult]^/ 
and the loss of baggage> dravirings, land other articles, 
reach the village of Abo, consistuig of a few cottages^ 
where hospitality and benevolence gave a charm to every 
thing in their hovels, fiage 311. 

a happy village dance, 313'. 

the men here well looking, and the women beautiful, 318. 

next morning with a whole caravan of kabitkas, leave the 
hospitable islanders, 314. 

arrive at the isle of Torsbena, its church, sterility of the 
place, the civility of the inhabitants 314. 

arrive at Kumlinga, a larger island, iiill of windmills, toler- 
able posthouse, and a hearty dinner, 315. 

after a fruitless attempt, return to this island— its churc^ 
pastor, and family, 317. '^ 

apparent happy life of the Swedish pastors, Z\J. * 

population of the island, stipend and parochial fees, 318. 

description of the church, and the Sunday service, 318. 

dress of the women, 320. 
' the pastor the same who, in Aland, gallantly defended the 

Swedish isles against the Rutnans, 330. 
' passage and journey to Aland, or Gland, Che finest island in 
the gulf, 331. 

Echiro, and its hohrible inn, 333. 
' to a' naked rcxiky called Singleshare, and thence to the term 
firma of Grislehamn, 323. 

after travelling 34 English miles tiirbugh the snow, to 
Orsby, and there passing a most uncomfiMtable night; 
reached 3toQkholm> 335. 

-from Stockholm, 350. 

necessary precautions as to sledges, coUriera, Ice. 350. 

incredible rapidity of travellers^ 353. 

arrival at Upsal, 352. 

account of Upsaly 353.p-^See Upsal. 

proceed to Sala, a neat and regular cityi 36 English miles 
from Upsal, 374.-^ee Sala. 

Fahlun, a city amidst the mines, 387. 

the house of Pearson, or Peterson, in Dalecarlia, where 
Gustavus Vasa took refuge when he was betrayed by his 
host, but escaped thence by the noble conduct of the 
l8tter*s wife, 387.' 
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Joifrnejf AffesUfoi^y.a vU)age whei*e the copper from FaUim is 

wokelt^/iage 393. 
a grand si;ene here, 393. 
the peasantry of Daiecarlis^ 393. 
Westerahs, a city on the Malar, a bishop's see, with a 

beautiful and grand cathedral,'' 395. 
monument of firic^IV. erected by the late king, 395. 
mansion of the D ■■ . .s, {brmerly a palace of Grustavus III. 

' 396. ' 

curious ruiHC stones bore, 39^. 
return to SteckJxilm, 396. 
from Stpckbplm to Gottenburgh, 425« 
after'passing through an extremely wild coun^iy, arriTe at 
Arboga, a cocisiderable towBj cleani neat) and comfbrtaUe, 
^ with a large castle, 425. 
excellent roads amidst umbrageoiie tme% 425. 
cauraOs of Trolhaeta, 436. 
astomshin^ly subiwuei aoEiidst the most picture8(|ue scenery, 

436. 
works of ait for hringisig the boats down from the smooth 
waters, begun by CMies Xll. and finished in 1800, 
b^titiftfU in thenselvesi md highly hQiioi»ahle to the 
sovereigns who patronised them, .4t7. 
beautiful scenery qr liie ntad t6 GdUenbuigh, 437*. 
Iriante of the N^vib Q» viw^ St. Petersbmgh i» bnim f 3_See 

Neva. 
fcteUaa, a palace heten^tei^ to the Empress l>Qvaceri 9<p. 
eoattared wiih Windsor, but u^jusUyt 34». 
the suite of rooms there fbnMrijF bdon^ftg to the em- 
peror Paul, his papers and teoka, aU lying aa when he 
^uitts4 this paliM* lor Peitff*uffh> 350. 
portrait of thetacar Peter hete, imworct^^ of-4ie.8ubject, 

351. 
but exquisite busta of Henry IV. wd SttUy> dirl. 
alio seme good pt0uft% 35 1. 



SLabitkai a veKlcle for winter travellingi 143. 
iLalmucs, Kalmuc Tartars, or Mongoies,, some of the best disci- 
plined troops in the Russian service^ 386. 



SAlmucs> their history, and conqueu of the immense regicms of die 
North, as well as Buckharia, Persia, and Chinai under 
Tschenghis-khan^A^^^^Q^* , 
the Russians groan under this yoke, from 1223 to 1554| 
when Ivan -the Terrible gave freedom to his countryi 
and annihilated the sovereignty of Tartary, 287. 
since then the Kalmuea have beea trihufanea of Rua9ia| 

and obliged to attend the Tzar ia his w^a» 287., 
their figure and physiogonomy, 287. 
Keys of conquered {daces deposited in the church of St. Peters- 
burgh, particularly Ishmael, Occhacoff, War^bw, a^d Der- 
bent, 24. 
Kerighies, a nation on the borders of Chinas npw under the protec« 
tion, and auxiliaries of Russia, 285. 
their territories, arms, dress, horses, figure, appear- 
ance, &c.3a$. . ' 
Kissing promiscuously in Russia censured. A systematic arrange- 

meatt of kinses, fcc 173 >w See ♦ Moaco. 
Knighthood, the grand cross of the noble order of the jsword, 
conferred on Sir Sidn^ Smitb« 348. 
the equestrian order of St Joachim, conferred on the 
. , autbor, 3i8, . i 

.the author atso invested vitb tbeamarantl^ instituted 

by Queen Chriatiaa, 408. 
anniversafy held of th<^ eatahliahmi^nt o( the prder qf 
the secaphun— See Seraphhn. 
Knout, punishmeDfc o^ deacrihed by th^ «3ie<tf|tioi»er ftt-Mqscc^ 2 li4. 
account of it^.aeitual inSictioi) at St. ^etersburQ^, 255. 
mode of ita inflif^ionat the commencemeot of the reign of 

Peter 1. 9^8. . , 

the office of executioner purchased formerly by merchants, 

at a high price, 2^8. t 

the great dukes of Muscovy used to amuaejtbeinselves with 

this exercise, performing the ifiame aa ajma;teurs, 259. 
the office is now hereditary in th« fiunily of tbei^pHtpha^er 

for ever, 259. 
how it is to be supplied in default of M)ira male^ 2^9.. . 
Kowova, sn elegant c^n^ seat near Moac9» 2(^4->-*See M<^<^ 
Kronenberg castle, its majestic appearance and atrengths 3. 

impervious to-atmiS^ra^ aiace hoxi N«laon's atuck, 4. 
Kumlinga, an island in the gulf of Finland, 1)15— See Journey. 
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L. 

Laconic inscriptions of Russia, page 55, 
Lakes Maler; Wclcr, and Wcncr, 333. 
Life-guards of Russia, 139^-See Army of Jlussift. 

Sweden— Sec army of Sweden. 
Linnaeus*s monument at Upsal, 362. 

Love first discovered the art of commemorating the human form ui 
the maid of Corinth, 38. 
a similar cause formed the exquisite head of Peter on hi^ 

equestrian statue, 28— ^ee Statue. 
and this bust was also studied by the author, for his portrait of 
Peter, intended for the Admiralty, 248. 

M. , 

Magnificence of the Russian nobility, their' equipages, fcc> - S e c 

Nobility. ' 

Marble, when not white, is unfit for anybut small and internal de- 
corations, 36. 
Marble palace and church the most expensive, most obscured, and 

least admirable in St. Petersburgh, ^6. 
Margaret de Valdemar, standard at Upsula, made of her shift, 362. 
Market at St. Petersbui^h for frozen provisions, 100— See Frozen. 

Mosco, for portable villages^ 144. 
Martauze, a celebrtited Russian architect, 44. 
Masquerade at the Winter Palace, 120— See Winter Palace. 
Matrimonial service of the' Greek church— See Greek. 
Merchants of Russia are slaves, or sprung from slaves, 244. 
contrasted with the English, 244. 
even the English are visited by~ few Russian nobility, 

344. » 

the pleasant villas of the English^ 953. 
the present emperor^s encouragement of the Russjait 
merchants, 390. 
Metropolitan church of Petersburghi-«*See Church. 
Middle class almost unknown in Russia, 94. 
Miles of different countries, 351. 

Mines, Swedish, mteresting description of themy 371} 375, etBcq^.' 
Monastery of Androssek, 190. 

ofDivitcfay, i90--«8eeMose#. 
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Monastery of the ResurrectioDy otherwise the New Jenualeni^ 

fiage 227.— See Voskresensky. - ' . ' 

Monkisniy its rise and progress, 85. 
a sketch of ity 85. 

rules of the monastery of Divitchy, at Moeco» 93. 
Mora Steinar, a coUecUon of stones placed m a particular arrange'^ 

menty in a field near Upsal, an object of little curiosiqr> 373. 
Moore, Sir John, his incognito journey from Gottenburgh to Stock- 
holm—his return, and the immediate sailing of the British fleet 
and troops for England, 429. 
Morals of Russia pure, but free, 167, 173— See Moseo. 
Moacpy arrival there from St. Petersburgh, 153. 

hospitality, politeness of the inhabitants, 15^, 

the English club there, an entertainment given by them, 

153. 
Prince Bagration, 153. 
enthusiasm towards him, 154. 
an air sung in honour of him,. 155. 
vocal bands of the regiments, 155. 
horn music, a most extraordinary instrument, wholly Rua* 

sian, 155. 
dwarfs.— See Dwarfs, 
description of the city, 160. 
the Kremlin, or fortress, 179, 180. 
the Kitai-gorod, or Tartar town, 163. 

its immense mart, 163. 
the Biel-gorod, or White Town^ 160, 164. 
the Zemblenoi-gorod, 160, 164. 
the slobodes, or suburbs, 160, 164. 
the cathedrals, 160. 
the senate, 161. 
the ^rsenat, 161. 
coup^'oeil from the tower of the church of Ivan the Greats 

161. 
immense mart, 163. 
churches, 162. 

their architecture and magnificent appearancei 163. 
immense bells, 163. 

the noise of 5000 clanging together, without harmeny op t^* 
riety, 163. 
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MoscO) interior of Che ehurchesv/u^^ 163. 

' vanity of the Italian architect of one) 163. 
its fetal consequence from the cruehy of the tjmmt Irtii 

BaailoTitch, 163. ' 
the chnrch built by him a hidefms mass, 164. 
enchantment-like termination oftrintert 164. 
its disagreeable consequences for son^e days, 165. 
Joseph II. of Austria's picture t>f Mosco, 1 66. 
splendid palaces of the nobility, 1 66. 
their attentions to the English, 16T. 
here is a continual carnival, 167. 
the promenade, a fevourite amusement, eonsistiBg of a tndii 

of perhaps 7000 cairinges, filled with beauty and splen-* 

dor, 167. 
the ladies here incomparably more beautiful dian at Peters- 
burgh, 267. 
the morals of the people excellent, 967. 
not so formerly, 367. 
the promenade, Or v cavalcade) commences after the ux 

weeks &st, 166. 
the sudden change of living attended with bad consequences 

to health, 168. 
good police to prevent accidents on the promenade, 16&. 
fite champ^tre on the 1st of May, 170. 
the cavalcades instittited by Peter the Great} to encourage 

the building of carriages, 1 69. 
grand entertainment oii the birthday of the countess Or- 

loff, 170. 
extraordinary sort of ordinance on such rejoicings, 171. 
its whimsical cause, 171. 
a horse-race, 171. 
a ball, 172. 
the author's good fortune to have in a partner a Venus, 

uniting the fascinations of Russia, France, and Italy, 
. blended with the modesty of England, 173. 
Russia country dances, 173. 
Russian Jadies, as soon as married, are no longer under 

shackles, but enjoy their liberty in the plenitude of gaiety 

and innocence, 173. 
the universal kissing of the ladies' hands, and Which they 

must realize on the cheek, highly disgusting, 173. 
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M06CO} religious kissing on the anniversary of the Rusurrection, 
page 173. 

kissing systematically arranged: K The kiss religious. 3. 
The kiss of love. 3. The kiss platomc. 4. The kiss pro- 
* . iBiscuous, 174. 

slaves, 174-~See Slaves. 

a delightful walk on the terrace of the Kremlin^ 179. 

the Foundling Hospital^ the best endowed charity in Eu- 
rope, 179. 

how supported, 179. 

the citadel, 1«0. 

the guard and parade, 1 80. 

recruits, ISO. 

their sudden metamorphosis from boors to soldiers, 181. 

princess Dashcoff, the illustrious and amaaxmian friend 
of Catherine II., 181. 

situation of Mosco, 162. 

its summer garden, 182. 

promenade there held twice a week, of all descriptions, 
183* 

disgusting figure and dress of the wives of the native mer- 
chants, 183. 

the promiscuous bathing of these and others of the lower 
orders, freed from all restraint or delicacy, 185. 

risible description of this scene, 185. 

figures of the naked naiads, 185. 

custom reconciles this indecent practice, nor does the in- 
delicacy extend to their morals, 186. 

these promiscuous baths forbidden at Petersburgh, 187. 

the Russian women swim like geese; they bathe ev^ry Sa- 
turday, and on the eve of every holyday, 187. 

the immense bells of Mosco, paiticularly those of St. Ivan, 
in the Kremlin, 187. 

vast dimensions and weight of the largest, but which was 
cracked in casting, 187. 

death of Suwarrofif's widow, 188. 

observation on departed greatness, 188. 

palace of prince U— — , three miles from the city, its 
grandeur, 190. 

Andrefsky monastery, 190. 

the Divitchy, 190. 

3M 
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Mosco, tomb of the princess Sophia^ ftMge 191.' 

reflections on her ambitiousr character and fall, 191. 

the convent where she terminated her Itfe, 193: 

its institution, 193. 

copy of the regulations for its monks and nuns* 193. 

visit to prince W , at hb country palace, 196. 

ftte de village there, on the day of the Holy Trinity, 196. 

church service on the occasion, dinner and ball, 197. 

origin of Mosco, which was founded by the son of Vladi- 
mir, 198. 

its vicissitudes from war, 198. 

the population varies incalculably in the winter and sum- 
mer, the gay inhabitants during the latter season resi- 
ding at their country seatS) 304. 

state of the popuiaiioOf 3&4. 

Ostanknia, the country seat of Count Tcheremetoff, its 
magniticence and romantic site, 304. 

valuable antiques at this palace, 304. 

Koscova, another admired residence of the same noble- 
man, its princely buildings and gardens^ superb theatre, 
banquetiug house, and h^mitage,' 304. 

ascension of a Frenchman in a baloon, when all the beauty 
and rank of Mosco were assembled, 305. 

description of a Russian coursing scene, 805. 

church of St. Martinus Pravidnick, reared at the sole 

' charge of Mr. ShagaroflT, the finest modem building in 
the city, 307. 

its elegant simplicity contrasted with the gofgeous mag- 
nificenceof the Troitca,ormonastet7 of the Trinity, 307. 

St. Senrius's shrine, and other interesting particulars of 
this iast edifice, 308. 

prison of Mosco described, 309. 

its noisomeness and horrors, 309. 
• punishment of seven persons for forgery, to work in the 
Siberian mines for lifie, 3 10. 

justice of this pufashment, 311. 

observations on capital ^pfunishments, 311 ^-^See Punish- 

. ment. 

a Polish prisoner, 313. 

the punishment of thektiout described^dU; 

an encampment, 317.— See Army. 
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MpacO) being marly deserted in June, the amhor prepares to leave 
ity/iage 222.— -See Journey from Mosco to Pctersburgh. 
arrival here from Petersburgh a second time, Oct. SO, 262. 
found the hospitality, if any thing, increased, 262. 
Prince GaDitxen, 263. 

bis splendid mansion, and some exquisite pictures, 265. 
but many very bad, 286. . 

count Razumofsky'^ horticulture, 268.-i-See Horticulture, 
hia house and pictures^-— See Rasumo&ky. 
ice remaining in cellars half a century, 268. 
interesting adventures of a FrendimaD) 270.-««See Adven- 
tures. 
preparations for war against France, 280. 
the author finally leaves Mosco, 288. 
Musquetoes, a dreadful annoyance in Russia, in the excesave heat 

of summer, 252. 
Murat, the French general's numerous army conquered by a small 
force, owing to the wisdom and intrepidily of its commander, 
prince Bagratii>n, 104. 
Murder, account of a shocking, on count Abieno£fsky, by his coach- 
man, and punishment of the knout for that crime, 255. 
his death in consequence, 258. 
of Gustavus III. by Ankerstroem, 346. , 
Music of the Russian churches, 55.^ 
horn.— -See Horn Music, 
military.— *See Army of Russia. 

N. 
Nefsky, St. Alexander, chuch of, at Petersburgh, 50. 

sketch of his character, lustory, canonization, and order ef 

knighthood, instituted to his honour, 50. 
description of the church and monastery, 52. 
Nelson, Lord, anecdote of him, 11. 

since his attack on Kronenberg castle, no strangeis 

permitted to enter it, 4, . 
account of his victory and death, 110. 
remarks Uiereon, 1 10. 
the emperor Alexander's eulogium on his merits, 

111. 
sentimente of the Russians on the occasion, 111. 
Narva, battle of, 413. 
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Neva, the industry with which its slimy b^ has been^turned iato 
firm earth, /ra^e 23. 
its course and islandsi on which the metropolis is er6cted| 33. 
villas on its islands^ 23. 
its inundation in 1771, by which all those confined in the 

dungeons of the state prison perished, is, 
its winter appearance^-^See Winter, 
a sledge race> 92^ 

it is shallow at the mouth, and requires machinery, namely, 
the camel) ^45. 
^ew Jerusalem, or Resurrection, monastery of, 227.— See Voskre* 

sensky. 
Nobility of Russia, their superb buildings, dresses, and equipages, 
90,92,166. 
. deem no profession honourable but that of arms, 109. 
their pastimes, 109. 

.overlcAd themselves with heavy suppers, 109. 
thei^ splendid palaces at Mosco, 166. 
their title of Prince, and other titles, 264. 
Novgorod, the ancient capital of Russia, now in a moat desolate 
state, l^S, 
cathedral of St. Sophia, U6. ' 

a huge millstone, which St. Anthony used as a raft for 
crossing the Levant, 147. 
Nuns of Divitchy, regulations for, 195. 
Nurses of the loundling Hospital at Petersburgh, 115. 
in the families of the Russian nobility, 1 17. 

O. 

Odin, the pagan god, and his wife the goddess Friga, some account 

of them, 366.-~See Upsal. 
Oland.— See Aland. 
Olga, princess, the first person of distinction in Russia, converted 

to Christianity, 58. 
Ostanknia, an elegant country seat near Mosco, 204 .-^See Mosco. 

P. 

Pagan temple near Upsal, 363. — See Upsal. 
Palace, Marble — See Marble Palace. 

Red. — See Red Palace. 

Winter.— See Winter Palace. 
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Passports, the author receives his at St. Tetersh%irgh,flage 396. 
Paul I.) his caprice^ paraiized improvement, 14. 

his frantic order for sending the English residents many 
thousand versts up the country, averted by admiral Hen- 
nacoff, 14. 
his whims in painting with various colours the bridges, 

watch-houses, and gates, throughout the empire, 33. 
ditto, respecting the Red Palace, where he met his fate, 33. 
his funeral of his murdered fother, 56. 
character, contrasted with that of the present emperor, 57, 

291. 
his palace at Jutchina, now belonging to the empress 

Dowager, 349. - ^ 

his ukase, forbidding cannon to be fired at the entertain- 
ments, or rejoicings of the nobility, and their substitute. 
See Cannon and Mosco. 
ridiculouswhim of his making a calker a lieutenant-general, 
and conferring on him various military orders, 39 1 . 
Paul the Hermit, the founder of monastic orders, 86. 
Peasants.— -See Slaves. 

Pelisse lined with unborn lambskins, presented to the author, 220. 
the great value of this texture, 320. 
comes from Persia, Buckharia,and theCalmuc country, 220. 
alleged to be a vegetable production, but this now discredit 
r ted, 230. 
Peter the Great built and fortified Cronstadt, as a protection to St. 
Petersburgh, 13* 
made the drawings for the works, which are still to be seen 

there, by his own hand, 13. 
admirable statue of him at'St. Petersburgh, 17, 26. — See 
Statue. , 

fortress of St. Petersburgh, planned by him, 24. 
introduced a taste for painting in Russia.— -See Pictures, 
founded the institution for the encouragement of the Arts, 

40. See Institution, 
his organization of the Rususa army.-*-See Army, 
his character of foreigners of different nations whom he en- 
couraged to come to his new capital, 141. 
be planned the admiralty of St. Petersburgh, 244. 
a full length portrait of him psdnting by the author for the 
admiralty of St. Petersburgh, 246. 
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Peter the Oreatt description of the picture, fui^ S46. 

attention pi!ld by the author to make his portrait as fiJtlifiil 

as possible, 247. /- / 

his wardrobe; a waxen figure of his natural stature (six feet 

seven inches EngliBh)> and the model of his bust by a ladyy 

ail studied for this purpose, 247. 
translation of a description of him by an ambassador at a 

foreign court, 248. 
anecdote of him when trarelling inCog., 369. 
view of his character, and a contrast between it and that of 

Charles XII., 414,418. 
intefesting particulate respecting him^ 416« 
his noble exertion to save a pinnace from wreck, but which 

brought on a fever that carried him off, 416. 
further observations on his great character, 417. 
Peter IIL,^is murdered body taken up by his son Paul, and so- 
lemnly buried, 56. 
Petersburgh.— See St. Petersburgh. 
Peterson or Pearson, his treason towards Gustavua Vasa, and the 

noble behaviour of his wife, 387. 
Pictures at the' hermitage, 35. 

selected by the empress dowager, and by Catherine the 

Great, 35. 
hurt by cleaning, 35. 

Peter first introduced here a taste for painting, 35. 
painters of the Flemish school encouraged by hini, 35. 
those at the hermitage well arranged, 36. 
account of some of the most prominent, 36. 
the Houghton collection purchased, Catherine casting thus a 

stigma on this country, who lets them paaa into a foreign 

land, 36. 
the saloon at the hermitage alwajrs open to the students of 

the academy, 44. 
in the different palaces of the nobility at Masco.— See Mosco. 
of the author, approved of by the emperor Alexander, and 

intended for the great council chamber of the admiralty 

at St Peterstmrgh, 246.— See Admiralty, 
the same were finished and lodged in the hermitage, -296. 
in the house in Dalecariia, where Gusuvus Vasa was be- 
trayed by his host, Pearson, or Peterson, but saved by his 

noble wife, 391. 
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Pictures b the cathedral of Westerahs»>ta^ 395. 
Population of St. Peterabiurghf 95. 

ofMosco»S04. . . 

PoathoQse at Klin, diaguating view of ito interior, 149. 
Priests inebriated, one at Klm^hia odd behaviour, 151. 
Prince, cause of the frequency of that title in Russia, 364. 
Printing, a nH>de of it at a very early period, the invention of the an- 
cient Goths, 355. 
Prison of Mosco described, 300.*i*«»See Mosco. 
Promenade of carriages at Mosco, I67.*«i-See Moaco* 

at the summer garden of Mosco held twice a week, 
382. — See Mosco. 
Promenade at Stockholm.— -See Stockholm. 
Promenades at St. Petersburgh, 33.— .^ee St. Petersburgfa. 
Prussia, its military powers annihilated by Bonapartcy 380.— ^ee 

Bonaparte. 
Punishment in Russia for forgery, is labour for life in the mines of 
Siberia, 210. 
justice of this punishment, 211. 
its superiority to capital punishment, the great fre- 
quency of which in England is injurious, 211. 
. a shocking instance of the indiscriminate severity of 
these Draco laws 312. 
of the knout, described, 314, 355.<^&e Knout, 
the lenity of the emperor Alexander, 255* 

R. 
' Raxumofiiky, Count, raises all summer vegetables at Mosco, in win- 
ter, 268 d— See Horticulture, 
his magnificent house, 368. 
pictures, particularly a portrait of Peter I., 369. 
its history, 369. 
Recruiting, a Russian mode, 101, 140. 

Red Palace, the creation of Paul I., who here met with his Ceite, 33. 
whimsical cause of its colours, S3, 
his cypher, P. 1., surmounted with a erown, affixed on 
every part of the building, 33* 
Regiments have each a vocal band, 155.^-^See Army. 

their instrumental bands inferior to the English, 1 56. 
Reindeer, from the Samoiede country, Inghly beautiful, but the 
climate at St. Peteraborgh too miU far them, 130. 
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Religion.— See Greek Ciuirch. 

Reset), an old seainaQ,^interesting^ ttiecdote of him, /m^ 30. 
Russia contains only two classes, nobles and slaves, 94. 
Russian merchants will soon form a third, and which now exist, if 
we admit foreign merchants and other genteel s^ettlers, 
94. 
parents here marry their aons at a very early age to bloom- 
u^S 8»^i*i^ sc^d off their sons to St. Petersburgh or 
Mosco, foid during their absence beget a progeny for 
their sons, which the latter on their return are obliged 
to support, 234. 
this immoral custom encouraged by the ndbleS) 235. 
boatmen, 14. 

songs, their character, IS. 
labourers, 18^— -See St. Petersburgh. 
carriages and horses, 19.— -See Sledges, 
lower orders, their extortion and cheating, 21, 95» 148. 
army.'— See Army, 
winter. — See Winter, 
churches, their form, 54. 
religion, S8.~^See Greek Church, 
nobility^— .See Nobility, 
dresses.— .See Costume, 
peaiants.— See Slaves, 
women.*.— See Women. 
See St. Petersburgh, Mosco, &c. 
ambassador, arrested at Stockholm, 350. 
Russians, the cold of their severe winter most congenial to them, 89. 
formerly much addicted to inebriation, which is now con- 
fined to the lower classes, 96. 

S. 

StPetersburgh, its expensive hotels, 15. ' 
description of the city, 16. 
its grandeur and regularity, 16. 
its streets, public buildings, quays, canals, bridges, 

&c 16. 
immortal statue of Peter I., 17, 26. 
metropolitan church, an immense and fine edifice 

not yet completed, 17. 
column of granite^ 200 feet in one piece» 17. 
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St Petenburgh) labourers employed in these hmldinf^y fiage 1-8. 

their want of mechanical aid, 18. 

carriages and horses of the nobility, 19. 

drokejas, or hackney coaches, their whimsical 
structure, velocity, but difficulty of selling, 19. 

extortion of the drivers, and all the lower orders, 2 1 . 

expense of living moderate for a single man, but 
high fpr a femily, on account of the splendor re- 
quired by custom, 2 1 . 
. provisions cheap, and servants, but houserent most 

chargeable, 23. 

taxes on the householders almost nothing, 22. 

English merchants, their comfortable mode of liv- 
ing, and charming villas in the English style, 22, 
252. 

erections on the Neva, 23<— See Neva. 

villas, 23. 

fortress planned by Peter, now a prison for state 
criminals, 24. 

the church attached to it, the royal tombs and co. 
lours of different nations contained in it; also the 
keys of the fortress and cities reduced to sub- 
jection, 24. 

the keys of Derbent deposited in this church for the 
third time, 25. 

there is also the bread and salt given with the keys 
of Warsaw to marshal Suwarroff, as a mark of 
their entire subjugation, 25. 

coining apparatus by Mr. Bolton of Soho, 25. 

state prison, where the son of Peter I. and the prin- 
cess TarrakanoiF met their fate, and where all in 
the dungeons perished from an overflow of the 
Neva, in 1771,25. 

pitturesque view of this fortified island, 25. 

the marble palace and church, the most expensive, 
and least admirable, of any in the city, 26. 

promenades in the city, laid out by the present em- 
peror, for the recreation of the publick, 32. 

the summer garden, another scene of amusement, 
laid out badly, in the Dutch style, 32. 

the Red Palace, the creation of Paul, who here met 
his fate, 33.-«See Red Palace. 
3N 
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St. Petersbttii^ the Winter P9tlece> page 34.-^See Winter Pahce. 

the Hermiti^, 34.— «See Hermiuge. 

institution (or encouragement of the Arts, 40.^— See 
Institution. 

Taurida Palace, 45w— -S^e Taurida. 

ehurch of St Alexander Nefsky, SO.*— See Nefskf . 

its picture in winter, 88^*— See Winter, fcc. 

its population, 95. 

the frozen market, 100«— ^See Frozen. 

court of the Empress.-— See Court 

Foundling Hospital^— >See Foundling. 

mas^erade at the winter palace.^-See Winter Pa- 
lace. 

amusements of the inhabitants at the first of the 
year, 134. 

the author sets out for Mosco, Fcbuary 1806, 142. 

returns in July, 34 1 . 

the principal inhabitants absent in the country, 341. 

f<6te on the name-day of the empress dowager at 
Peterhoff palace, 341 . 

its great brilliance, particularly the noble fountains, 
343. 

appearance of the court on the occasion, 343. 

gr^fying i^encontre here with prince Bi^pration, 
343. 

admiralty, a noble edifice, 344.— ^e Admiralty. 

the. emperor's summer residence on the isle of the 
Kammenoiastrofi', Sjf3. 

the beautiful environs of St. Petersbui^h, 353. 

count StronogofiTs gardens, and the evening pro- 
menade andamusemenu there, 353. 

Homer's tomb, transported from the Archipelago, 
and placed in these gardens, 353. 

shocking detail of the punishment of the knout, on 
a criminal convicted of an atrocious murder, 355. 
^r—See Kuout. 

the author quits it a second time for Mosco, in Oc- 
tober 1806,360. 

melancholy reflections on the death of an amiable 
lady; 388. 
. the author returns to St. Petersbui^h, March 1 807 
—having obtained passports* he quits it to pro- 
ceed to Stockholm, December 1807, 396. 
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SalSf a Swedish city^ small) bat neat, clean, and regular, fmge 374. 
the dress of the peasants similar to the Welsh, 374. 
they have a patriotic ^kn^^ 374. 
the count de Schwerin, an excellent Swedish clerg]rman,'his 

countess and femily, 375. 
mine described, 376. 
Sacraments of the Greek church.F-^e Greek Church. 
Samoiede reindeer.-^ee Reindeer. 
Saxo Grammaticus's story of Hamlet, 4. 
Schmidt, Gerard, the author's faithful servant in his journey fixmi 

St. Petersburgh to Stockholm, 397. 
Seraphim,, the order of, ceremonies at the anniversary of its esta- 
blishment, 406. 
instituted in the 1 4th century by king Magnus, 408. 
Sergal, the admirable Swedish statuary, his statue of Gustavus III., 
opened, 334. 
his exquisite works in the church of Adolphus Frede- 
ric, the altarpiece and monument, 344. 
critical remarks on the above statue, 344. 
the author's interview with him, 397. 
his amiable character, but ill health, 397. 
his admirable works in his Attilur, 399. 
no country in Europe possesses an artist, who, like 
him, unites all the beauty of the antique with the 
ease of nature, 400. 
Service of the Greek church— -See Greek church; 
Shipping in the Cattegat, 3. 
Siberia, banishment to, 2 1 1, 257. 
Skating much exercised, but without elegance, at St* Petersburgh, 

127. # 

Sledges, Russian, their immense numbers and'varieties, 89. 
description of, 90. 

those of the nobility, with their horses, magnificent, 90. 
Sledges, Swedish, 331, 350. 
Sledge race described, 92. 

' not attended with gambling, 92. 

its picturesque view, 92. / 

Slaves of Russia, their contemned race and its bad efibcts, 199. 
175. 
they only study the arts and sciences, 109. 
their treatment, 1 17, 175. 
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Slaves of Russioi contrasted with the yeomanry and merchants of 
En^lajkdy page 118. 
vast numbers in every noble's house^ 175. 
treated much better than formerly $ 176. 
the boors are all slaves, 176. 
their industry and attachment, 1 76. 
remarkable anecdote 6f this, 176. 
but they are equally revengeful, 177. 
their frequent bad treatment by farmers, and a rexnariud>le 
anecdote respecting this, 177. 
Smith, sir Sidney, his investiture with the Swedish order of the 
sword, 348. 
the picture of Charles XII. presented to him in a manner 
' most noble and honourable, 348. 

soldiers, Danish, their appearance and dress, 10. 
their time of service, 10. 
Soldiers, Russian.— *See Army of Russia. 

Swcdish.-^See Army of Sweden. 
Songs, Russian, their character, 15. 
Sophia, saint, cathedral at Novgorod, 146. 
Sophia, princess, her tomb, reflections on her character and &1I, 

&c. 191. — See Mosco. 
Sound, passage of, 12. 

Statue of Gustavus III., 334, 344.—- <See Gustavus. 
Statue of Peter the Great at St. Peiersburgh, 17, 26. 

critical observations on this admirable work, 26. 
the artist was Falconet, a Frenchman, who took the heail 
from a bust, formed by a young damsel of France, ena- 
moured of the tzar, 27. 
the author employed th^ same bust in painting his portrait 

for the admiralty, 248. 
this statue is not inferior to those fine ones which the French 
took from Venice, and placed in the Place de Carousel, 
28. 
the pedestal, 29. 

interesting anecdote on its presentation, 30. 
simple but noble inscription on the pedestal, 31. 
Stockholm, approach to it, 326. 

extortion of the customhouse officers, or farmers-gene- 
ral, 326. 
the city badly built, the streets narrow, and houses 
dirty, 327. 
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Stockholm, except the palace, which is grand and simplG, page 327. 

its situation good, on seven islands, connected by twelve 
bridges, at the mouth of the lake Maler, 327 333. 

the harbour deep enough to receive the largest vesselsy 
328. 

the city founded in 1252, by fierger Jark, bu^ the court 
not removed thither from Upsal till the last century, 
328. 

royal academy of sciences, instituted by Linnaeus, 328 » 

Royal Academy of Arts, 328. 

the inns intolerable, but the lodgings good, 328. ^ 

La Socictfe, and Burgher's Club, establishments for 
eating, 328. 

the former a most elegant and rational assembly of the 
higher orders, and the latter of the bourgeois, or mer- 
chants, both well managed, 328. 

wretched theatre, 329, 330. 

sledge carriages very antique, and the servants' liveries 
in the same state of decay, 331. 

noble character of the people, and their ardour for li- 
berty, 332. 

view from the church of St. Catherine, noveli grand, 
and extensive, 332. 

the king rarely resides in this city, 333. 

anniversary of the birthday of the late king, and open- 
ing of his statue, 334. 

enthusiasm of the people on the occasion, and behaviour 
of the king, 335. 

ball given by the city to the royal family on the occa- 
sion, 336. 

church of Adolphus Frederick at Stockholm, 343. 

it possesses little architectural beauty, excepting the 
altarpiece, and a monument, both by Sergal, anil 
both most exquisite, 344. 

criticism on the statue of Gustavus IIL, 344. 

the author leaves Stockholm, 350. 

return after a journey, 397. 

a visit to Mr. Sergal the sculptor.-*-See Sergal. 

the palace of Stockholm, 40 1 . 

the gallery of ancient statues in this palace, chosen by 
Sergal at Rome, and brought hither by Gusuvus IIL, 
401. 
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Stockholm) no good pictures, ^o^g^e 404, 

anniversary of the estabtishment of the order of the 
seraphim, dress of the different orders, and ceremo- 
ny on the occasion, 406. 
creation of a new knight, 407. 
the arsenal, 410. 

contains the martial remains of ancient days, equestrian 
figures in steel, and military trophies, saddles, clothes 
of Charles XII. and other curiosities, 410. 
anniversary of the first of May, held with much parade 

and merrymaking, among all ranks, 43 1 . 
here, as at Mosco, was also a parade of carriages, in 

which her majesty joined, 421. 
Haga, a minor palace in the English taste, and its fine 
gardens, open to the inhabitants on Sunday, prome- 
nade here for hours, 422. 
the alteration made by summer, on the appearance of 

the country and the inhabitants, 422. 
final departure from Stockholm, June 1808, 425. 
Story of a French sailor, a most interesting one, 270. — See Adven- 
tures. 
Strogonoff, Count, his charming gardens near Petersburgh, 253. 
his charming gardens, a fiishionable place of evening 

resort, 253. 
Homer's tomb placed in the gardens, 253. 
Summer, in Russia, its instantaneous appearance.-~See Mosco. 

journey and view of the country, in that season^— -See 

Journey from Mosco to Petersburgh. 
dress of the Russians.^— See Costume, 
its intolerable heat in Russia, 252. 
Summer residence of the emperor on the Isle Kammenoiostroff,252. 
Summer garden at St. Petersburgh, 32. 
Summer garden of Mosco, and its promenade, 1 82. 
Suppers in itussia, much too heavy, 109. 

Suwanx)ff, his grave and dmple epitaph, in the monastery of St. 
Alexander Nefsky, 55. 
dbath of his widow, 188. 
Swedes, their ardour towards their kings, 330. 

their respectable and honourable character, 332. 

their ardour for liberty, 332. 

in both males and females beauty predominates, 340. 
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Swedes, thejp all dance well, page ^40. 
war with Russia, 350; 
See Stockholm, XJpsal, Sec. 

T. 

Taurida palace, a magnificent mansion, containing some of the finest 
specimens of antiquity, particularly a Venus, su- 
perior to the Medicean, 45. 
the immense hall, 48. 
garden dedicated to peipetual summer, 48. 
pleasure grounds, 49. , 
Thor, the pagan deity, an idol of him at Upsal, and some paiticulars 

respecting him, 363. 
Tilsit, treaty of, 293. 
Titles in Russia, 264. 

assumed by the late empress, 265. 
Tomb of Homer, 253.-«-See Homer's tomb. 
TraCedgar.— ^ee Nelson. 
Travelling by water, from Cronstadt to Petersburgh, 1 4. 

inconvenience from the strictness of the customhouse, 

14, 
in Rusm.*-^ee Journey. 
Treaty of Tilsit, 293. 

Trolhsta, stupendous cataracts of^ amidst the most sublime and in- 
teresting scenery, 436. 
Twer, a large city in Russia, of a province of that name, 147. 

having been burnt down in 1763, was rebuilt on a healthy 
and beautiful plan, under the munificent patronage of the 
empress^ 147. 
its commerce considerable, 148. 

V. 

Viborg, a Finland fortified town> 298. 

its large filthy mns, 298. 
Village of Russia described, 144. 

the houses can be taken down at pleasure, and eauly trans- 
ported elsewhere, 144. 
a house market is held at Mosco, where villages may be 
bought ready made, 144. 
Vladimir the Great, his savage ferocity when a pagan, his conver- 
sion, and its blessed eflTects, 59. 
Unborn lambskins, a valuable lining for pelisses^— -See Pelisse. 
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University of Gustavus Adolphus at Upsal,/ia^tf 354^— See UpsaL 
Voskresensky, a civil host, and comfortable houae at this villaget 
227. 
visited the celebrated monasteiy of the resurrection« 
or New Jeruaalemt founded by Nichon the patri* 
arch, 227. 
the learned and accomplished archimandrite, or ab- 
" bot's politeness, in showing the whole himself, 
228. 
it contains above forty chapels, and several oratories, 
dedicated to the apostles, and other primitive 
saints, as well as to the canonized of Russia, 228. 
the villages, hills, and country around^ have assumed 

the names of Palestine, 228. 
the house of David, whence he saw Bathsheba ba* 

thing, 228. 
the character of David, as a man after God's own 
heart, defended on account of his sincere contri- 
tion, 229. 
monks on this foundation^ 229. 
the library, 229. 

picturesque view from the hOl, 230. . 
particulars of the austere patriarch Nichon, 231. 
Upsal, a very uicient city' in Sweden, 352. 

its fine cathedral, where the monarchs of Sweden are crown- 
ed, 352. 
it is the see of the primate of Sweden, 352. 
its formerammense church patrimony, the palace and reti- 
nue of the archbishop more magnificent than the king's^ 
and himself in fact more powerful; but this now confined 
within propet bounds, 352. 
introduction of the author to the primate, and his easy, affa* 

ble, and hospitable behaviour, 353. 
the university of Gustavus Adolphus, and its curiosities, in- 
cluding the Codex Argenteus, one of the first impressions 
of the bible; manuscripts of the Edda, and every early and 
curious edition of the most scarce and renowned works, 
to the number of 80,000 volumes. Also two large chests, 
iron bound, sealed and padlocked, deposited here by the 
will of Gustavus III., with ord^s that they should not be 
opened till fifty years after his death, .354. 
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Upaaly iiMragarRtion of the hhbop of Calmary fiafe 35 f. 

sacerdotal habitB of the u^hbishop and bishops, 357. 

the cathedral described, 359. 

monument of Gustavus Vasa, 360. 

shrine of St. Eric, 361. 

character, history, and brutal regal murder of this pious 

monarch, 361. 
monument of Linnsus, 363. 
vestiges of catholic worship, relics, &c. 363. 
remains of a standard made of a shift of queen Margaret de 

Valdemar, 363. 
conjectures respecting this royal shift, 363. 
an idol of the god Thor. brought from an old pagan temple, 

near the city, 363. 
the above ancient temple now the parish church of Old Up- 

sal, 363. 
description of it, 364. 
account of it by Gibbon, 365. 
remains of the pi^^ deities, Odin, his wife Friga, and 

Thor, 365. 
some account of Odin and his voluntry death, 365. 
the above temple alleged to have been erected by Odin, but 

it is certainly of old Scandinavian original, 366. 
some further account of these deified personages, and of the 

principles of their religion, 367. 
those alone who fell in battle, or died a voluntary death, were 
admitted to the hall of gods and goddesses, an Elysian 
ealoon of most agreeable heat; while the hell was much 
colder than ice, 367. 
view of New Upsal on the Stockhdm aide, 367. 
the castle, a modem castellated structure without means of 

defence, 367. 
the botanic garden and academy for botany and natural his- 
tory, 369. 
the architecture of the edifice bad and grotesque, but the in* 
terior is all in order, and the institution well conducted, 
369. 
specimens of medals, 369. 

a suit of ancient pictures relating the stoiy of Christian II., 
370. 

30 
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W. 

War between Frwnce and Russia, page 280. 

between Russia and Sweden, March 1808, 356. 
Warsala, a sterile island, or rock, in the gulf of Finland, 305^-.-See 

Journey, &c. 
Warsaw, its keys, together with bread and salt, deliTcred in tokea 
of the entire subjection of Poland to marshal Suwarroff, and now 
deposited in the church at St. Pctersburgh, 25. 
Waters, benediction of, an annual religious ceremony described* 

138. 
Water, travelling from Cronstadt to St. Petersburgh, 14. 
Windsor, its true dignity as a palace, 249, 
Winter Palace at St. Petersburgh, 34. 
Hermitage.— .See Hermitage. 
• Empress's court, 106. 
the chapel, 107. 
service there, 107. 
masquerade at this palace, 120. 

the suffocating crowd of different ranks, their costume^ &c. 
121. 
Winter, Russian, symptoms of its approach in September, 33. 

completely set in, and the Neva incrusted with ice, the 14th 

of October, being unusually early, 88. 
the dress of the natives entirely changed; but their hearts 
and faculties appear rather enlivened, and their long and 
severe winter most congenial to them, 88. 
forms an entire and immediate change on the face of na- 
ture, 88. 
beauty of the trees incrusted with coats of snow, 89. 
the beards of men and horses glitter with this northern 

ornament, 89. 
occasions an inexpressible bustle of sledges and traineau 

vehicles at St. Petersburgh, 89. 
the sledges described, 90. 
magnificent sledges of the nobility, and their noble horses, 

90. 
sledge race, 92. 

animated view of the winter scenery, 92. 
dresses described, 92.—- See Costume, 
intense cold during the winter of 17 15^ 88. 
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^inleri and in ITST, when 14,000 persons perished betweto St. 

Petersburgh uDdMoscoj/iage 96. 
- the author's winter garb, 96. 
danger of the extremities being frozen, 96. 
amusements, particularly the Ice-hill, 124. 
skating, a great exercise^ but not performed gracefiilty, 

127. 
dreary appearaiKie in journey from St. Petersburgh to 

Mosco, and mode of travelling.— See Journey from St. 

Petersburgh to M osco^ 
termination of winter almost instantaneous, 164. 
its immediate uncomfortable eSects at Mosco, 165. 
journey from St. Petersburgh to Mosco.F-.See Journey, 
journey from St. Petersburgh to Stockhom.— See Journey. 
Women, Russian, strange appearance and dress of the peasants, 93. 
wives of the merchants and mechanics, their dress, 94. 
different dress of maids and wives, 94. 
of the ladies in St. Petersburgh, few are beautiful, 98. 
their personal charms e^ly fade; but their mind long con* 

tinues in full vigour, 98. 
the ladies have a great facility in learning languages, 108. 
speak French much better than Russ, and why, 108. 
those at Mosco incomparably more beautiful than at St. 

Petersburgh, 167. 
wives of the native merchants at Mosco, their disgusting 

figure and dress, 183. 
naked figures of them, and others of the lower classes* 

bathing publicly and promiscuously with men, 184.^-- 

See Mosco. 
women of the Baschkirs, their occupations and dress, 28f • 
of Warsala, their coarse persons, dress, and masculine 

avocations, 30^. ' 

of Arvo, beautiful, 313. 
of Sweden, eminently beautiful, delicately shaped, and 

sofkly tinted skins, 340. 
biit they want the^V ne teat guoi of the ton which women * , 

of fashion possess in France* Russia and England, 349. 
they dance gracefully, 340. 
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